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1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To report the details of a Forest Design Plan which is under review and to seek 
 Member’s comments and include them in any response to the Forestry Commission. 
 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 For each of its larger Forests Forestry Commission Enterprise (FE) produces a 

strategic plan which sets out its long term aims and objectives, as well as the more 
detailed management proposals to cover the next 10 years. Forest Design Plans 
require approval from the Forestry Commission Authority (FC) and FC consults the 
National Park Authority (and others) about plans as a part of the normal consultation 
process before they are approved. FC has agreed to extend the normal 28 day 
consultation period to allow reporting to the National Park Authority so that Member’s 
views can be considered prior to the plan being approved. 

 
2.2 Officers have already had discussion with FE about the draft plan and have seen 

various comments incorporated into the consultation document. 
 
3. Coate Moor Forest - Description 
 
3.1 The design plan area extends to 155 ha and covers felling approval for the period 

2012-21 (Plan 1 - more detailed plans will also be presented at the meeting). The forest 
is about 2 kilometres to the east of Great Ayton and is largely comprised of gently 
sloping moor, with steeper ground on Ayton Banks and above Easby Wood. The 
dominant tree species are pines, lesser amounts of spruces and larch, and about 5% 
broadleaves. About a quarter of the Forest Design Plan area is open ground which is 
found both within the woodland and adjacent to moorland at Easby Moor. The 
proportion of open ground has been increased from 14% in November 2000 as a direct 
result of landscape improvement works carried out since then.   

 
3.2 Most of the forest is ‘recent conifer plantation’, with only about 10 ha of the lower lying 

land near Easby Wood on the west side designated as ‘plantation on ancient woodland 
site’ (PAWS). The North York Moors SSSI/SAC/SPA abuts part of the site and 
heathland is beginning to re-colonise some areas already cleared of conifers adjacent 
to Easby Moor.  

 
3.4 The there is one Scheduled Ancient Monument, a round barrow at High Intake, and 

there are two other scheduled sites adjacent to the forest (a cairn cemetery/ earthworks 
and an alum works). In addition there are a large number of recorded sites associated 
with the area’s industrial past, such as quarries and jet mines. 
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3.5 The forest is close to urban centres to the northwest such as Great Ayton and 
Guisborough, and it is only about 7km from the edge of Middlesbrough. Although the 
forest is leasehold and has not been dedicated under the CROW Act, there is a range 
of rights of way and well used paths and tracks and there is widespread public use. The 
main access into the site is from public parking at Gribdale Gate, from where a range of 
paths, including the Cleveland Way, can be used to access the forest, nearby moorland 
and Captain Cook’s Monument.  

 
4. Main Proposals 
 
4.1 During the 10 year plan period 21 ha of conifer woodland will be clear-felled and 

restocked (about 6ha with conifer and 15 ha with broadleaves). A little over 65 ha will 
be managed under continuous cover systems. Conifer timber production remains a 
plan objective but increasing species and structural diversity is identified as important in 
the plan. The longer term aim of the plan is to increase the proportion of broadleaves 
from 5% to over 39%. 10% of the plan area will be managed as heathland and other 
open space. The remaining 51% will be managed as productive conifer woodland.  
 

4.2 Felling coup design takes account of landscape in terms of scale/shape of coups and 
the felling will help to develop the age structure of the forest and will also speed up the 
development of native woodland on much of the western parts of the site. Continuous 
cover systems will be developed over much of the productive conifer woodland areas 
and so landscape impact from felling operations will reduce over time. 

 
5. Comment 
 
5.1 The proposed trend toward increased broadleaf cover is welcome and the work targets 

those parts of the forest which are harder to access and manage effectively. The 
PAWS restoration commitment is also welcomed and will provide good extension to 
adjacent native woodland.  

 
5.2 Felling and restocking proposals are considered to be in keeping with the landscape 

sensitivities and should also contribute to long term landscape enhancement. A more 
diverse forest, providing a wider range of benefits than at present, should be the result. 

 
5.3 A significant proportion of the site will continue to be managed as commercial conifer, 

mainly on the more accessible central and eastern parts of the site. A wider range of 
species and significant areas of continuous cover silvicultural systems will used. Timber 
production objectives appear to have been well integrated into the plan and provide a 
reasonable balance with other objectives.  

 
6. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7. Sustainability Appraisal 
 
7.1  In terms of the National Park Management Plan, the recommendations contained in 

this report will have the following significant beneficial sustainability implications: 
 

• An improvement in biodiversity value associated with the development of native 
woodland habitats and increasing diversity. 

• An improvement in landscape value associated with felling design and more 
appropriate species choice. 
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8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 None. 
 
9. Recommendation 
 
9.1 That the Coate Moor Forest Design Plan is welcomed for the contribution to Authority 
 objectives it proposes. 
 
9.2 That officers pass on any other comments to the Forestry Commission which Members 
 may wish to make. 
 
 
Contact Officer 
Paul Harris 
Woodland Officer 
Tel No 01439 770657 
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