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1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To update Members on the outcome of the officer discussions on the content of the 

Ryedale Plan in relation to Helmsley following the resolution of the Committee to seek 
a form of wording that addresses the Authority’s concerns in relation to the principles of 
joint planning for Helmsley as set out in the plan. 

 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 At the Planning Committee meeting on February 23 members considered the proposed 

response of the Authority to the Ryedale Plan Consultation. This was to offer ‘in 
principle’ support to the Plan and confirm that areas relating to settlement hierarchy, 
tourism development and protection of the setting of the Park the policies were 
consistent with the Authority’s strategies and general National Park purposes. There 
was one area of concern however, in relation to the Helmsley section which was not 
considered to adequately recognise the different planning policies and priorities that 
exist within National Parks, particularly in relation to the overall national policy of 
general development restraint. 

 
2.2 It was considered that the Ryedale Plan should not specifically refer to potential 

housing sites that lie within the National Park and therefore outside the planning remit 
of this specific plan and that these more detailed issues ought to more properly be 
addressed through the Helmsley Plan which is being jointly prepared by both planning 
authorities. The references to a consistent approach to development and ‘an invisible 
boundary’ (referring to the National Park boundary) could send the wrong message to 
developers seeking to deliver a significant element of the District’s housing allocation of 
150 dwellings within the National Park part of the town. 

 
2.3. On these points, Members resolved to delegate to the Director of Planning, 

responsibility to seek revisions to the text based on the suggested wording set out in 
the Members update sheet at the Committee meeting. The specific references to sites 
within the National Park part of Helmsley should be removed, though negotiations 
should seek to reach a consensus and not lead to this concern being treated as 
challenging the soundness of the Plan. 

 
3. Officer Discussions 
 
3.1 Discussions which involved both planning and legal representatives clarified that unless 

the Authority’s concerns could be dealt with as additional footnotes providing 
clarification to existing text, any deletion or amendment to existing plan text would have 
to be considered as a comment on the soundness of the plan and therefore would 
need to be taken to the Inspector. References to sites within the Park and an ‘invisible 
boundary’ could therefore not be deleted from the plan given the overall aim that the 
soundness of the plan is not being challenged. 
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3.2 Despite this, considerable common ground has been reached and the Council has 
accepted a slightly revised form of wording which can be added to the Helmsley 
chapter to provide clarification and acknowledgement that National Park purposes will 
be safeguarded and taken into consideration in the identification and scale of housing 
sites within the National Park part of the town. This has allayed officer concerns over 
this aspect of the plan and it is considered that the Authority resolution on this issue 
has been met. 

 
3.3 The Authority response to the Ryedale Plan has now been sent on this basis, 

together with other comments of support for the Plan and a request to add the 
following text to improve the clarity of the plan in relation to Helmsley:  

  
 Helmsley 
 

Suggested Footnote at page 39 of Ryedale Plan 
 

*Helmsley lies partially within the North York Moors National Park. Special and 
careful consideration will need to be given to development at the town, reflecting 
Helmsley’s position in relation to this nationally protected area.  

 
It is important to plan in an integrated and consistent way to deliver a sustainable 
future for the town and achieve the vision of a thriving market town within a high 
quality and sensitive environment. This is most effectively achieved through a 
detailed joint plan for Helmsley which is being undertaken in partnership with the 
National Park Authority. 

 
The location of any small/medium sized housing sites in the area of the North York 
Moors National Park Authority which are required to meet the identified housing 
needs of Helmsley would be identified through the Joint Helmsley Plan and take 
account of National Policy relating to National Park purposes. 

 
Although the strategic aspirations for the town are set out in this Plan, the more 
specific details including land allocations, detailed policies and proposals will be 
developed and included in the joint plan for Helmsley.  

 
4. Recommendation 
 
4.1 That Members confirm their support for the Authority’s response to the Ryedale Plan 

and endorse the additional text to be added to the Helmsley section. 
 
 
Contact Officer: 
Chris France 
Director of Planning 
01439 770657 
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