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1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To report the Forest Design Plan (FDP) revision to Members for information and 

comment. 
 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 Forest Enterprise (FE) produces a strategic plan for each of its larger forest areas 

which sets out the longer term aims and objectives, as well as more detailed 
management proposals for a ten year period. The Authority has been provided with a 
copy of the revised plan for East Moors and Riccaldale covering years 2014 to 2023. 
The area covered is shown on Plan 1. 

 
2.2 The National Park Authority is a statutory consultee on the FDP. The public 

consultation period ended on the 24 May 2014 and the plan is now due for approval 
(with or without amendments) by the regulatory part of the Forestry Commission 
(Forest Services). 

 
2.3 FDPs consist of a written statement of the main management issues and are supported 

by a series of plans which illustrate the main felling and restocking proposals as well 
other background plans which have guided the management options being proposed. It 
is impractical to reproduce them all in this report. More detailed plans will be presented 
to Members at the meeting or they can be provided on request.   

 
3. East Moors and Riccaldale – Description 
 
3.1 The 1100 hectare forest lies to the north of Helmsley and covers three broad landforms; 
 

• The plateau at an elevation of 240 – 328 metres with the conifer dominant, 
regularly shaped plantations of Newgate, Heater Rigg, and Baxtons Wood; 

• The river valley of Bilsdale and deeply incised dale of Riccaldale with a greater 
proportion of broadleaved species; 

• The narrow scarp slope comprising of Ayton, Rievaulx and Helmsley Bank that 
provides a wooded link between Bilsdale and Riccaldale and is predominantly 
conifer 

 
3.2 Conifer is the dominant species group at 58% of the area, comprised primarily of larch 

(24%) and pine (21%) with spruce, fir and hemlock as lesser components. Broadleaves 
account for 23% of the area, dominated by birch (7%) and sycamore (5%) with lesser 
amounts of ash, beech and oak. Agricultural land accounts for 11% of the area. 

 
3.3 The previous plan (2000) started with conifer at 64% and broadleaves at 19% of the 

area. Felling and restocking carried out over the last 13 years has resulted in a gradual 
increase in broadleaved woodland cover and open ground while reducing coniferous 
woodland cover. 

 

  



3.4 Most of the woodland is secondary plantation but 24% is classed as ancient with 131 
hectares of ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW) with the remainder plantations on 
ancient woodland sites (PAWS). 

 
3.5 Snaper Farm Meadows is the one site designated as SSSI for its unimproved neutral 

grassland. The forest borders the North York Moors SSSI at Rievaulx and Helmsley 
Moor. 

 
3.6 There are over 80 historic environment features although none are scheduled. 
 
3.7 The Forestry Commission is the leaseholder of these woods. The freeholder has 

retained the sporting rights and there is an active pheasant shoot. Car parks at 
Newgate and Cowhouse Bank are popular entry points for the public to use the 
extensive rights of way and open access moorland. 

 
4 Main Proposals 
 
4.1 Stated objectives; 
 

• Maintain the wooded character of the area through the maintenance and 
development of structural and species diversity; 

• In line with climate change projections, maintain a sustainable supply of timber and 
a more diverse range of site appropriate conifer and broadleaf species; 

• Maintain historic and ecological features in target condition and improved where 
opportunities arise; 

• Conserve veteran trees and in line with climate change projections continue the 
restoration of PAWS to native woodland and associated plant communities. 

 
4.2 Constraints; 

 
• Difficult access and steep slopes for timber harvesting operations; 
• Threats from pests and diseases particularly with respect to the potential spread of 

Phytopthera ramorum to this area and its impact on larch which makes up 30% of 
the productive woodland area; 

• Reduced species choice for future planting due to climate change, pests and 
diseases. 

 
5 Comment 
 
5.1 The overall direction for the plan is considered by officers to be very positive but the 

following specific issues were raised; 
 

• There are some prominent hard forest edges to the western edges of the 
plantations to the north of the escarpment. Officers requested that these be 
softened as opportunities arise through felling and restocking. The Forestry 
Commission responded by stating that they value the development of more variable 
woodland edges for both ecological and landscape benefits and recognise the 
opportunities that arise when felling and restocking these sites. They were able to 
confirm these will have a softer forest edge with a mosaic of habitats replacing the 
conifer-dominant hard edges that currently exist and have amended the restocking 
maps; 

• Prominent compartments to the east of the Bransdale Road north of Cowhouse 
Bank were to be restocked with conifer where replacement with broadleaves would 
have made a significant improvement to landscape particularly from the well-used 
viewpoints at Cowhouse Bank.  

 

  



Officers requested that the areas be replanted with broadleaves or a significant 
broadleaved edge specified. The Forestry Commission responded with an 
amendment to create a broadleaved edge. Coniferous timber production was 
preferred at this location as it is a flat site with good road access; 

• The steep scarp slope from Newgate Bank eastwards is considered to be an 
important habitat connection linking high quality habitats in Bilsdale to those in 
Riccaldale. It is also very prominent in the landscape. Officers requested that this 
connection be recognised in the plan and that a broadleaved corridor be 
established. The Forestry Commission responded by updating the restock map with 
a slight increase in broadleaved restocking and by the addition of a specific 
comment reflecting this on the analysis and concept map. 

 
5.2 As with other recent design plan consultations there is reduced detail on the predicted 

composition of the woodlands. This is due to an increased reliance on natural 
regeneration, and the desire to restock with a mixture of species to create greater 
resilience in respect of climate change and also pests and diseases. The increase in 
diversity is likely to be positive in landscape and ecological terms but will require 
appropriate monitoring to confirm. 

 
5.3 The continued commitment to PAWS restoration is a positive aspect of the plan. 

Progress in this area of work is reported outside of the design plan process and the 
Forestry Commission has agreed to update the Authority through a separate process. 

 
5.4 The management of Snaper Farm Meadows SSSI is not detailed within the FDP. 

Natural England record the SSSI as being in favourable condition. 
 
6. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
6.1 None 
 
7. Contribution to National Park Management Plan 
 
7.1 In terms of the National Park Management Plan, the recommendations contained in 

this report will have the following significant beneficial sustainability implications; 
 

• Landscape enhancement E37; 
• PAWS restoration E38; 
• Sustainable timber production B12; 
• Improvements to biodiversity E36. 

 
8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 None 
 
9. Recommendation 
 
9.1 That: 

• The East Moors and Riccaldale Forest Design Plan is welcomed for the 
contribution to National Park Management Plan it proposes;  

• Officers pass on any other comments to the Forestry Commission which Members 
may wish to make. 

 
Contact Officer: 
Mark Antcliff  - Woodland Officer 
Tel No 01439 772700 
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