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Minerals and Waste Joint Plan – Establishment of Joint Member Working Group 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1  To obtain Members’ agreement to the establishment of a Joint Member Working Group to 

 inform the production of the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan. 
 

1.2  For Members to nominate two Members plus two substitutes to the Joint Member 
 Working Group. 

 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 Members will be aware that the Authority is involved in the production of the Minerals 

and Waste Joint Plan with North Yorkshire County Council and the City of York 
Council. The Plan will enable the Authority to address significant gaps in its planning 
policies resulting from the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework and 
subsequent loss of national Minerals Policy Statements and the Regional Spatial 
Strategy. It will also enable the Authority’s policies to reflect and address the 
increasing pressure for minerals developments in the Park. Working jointly is 
consistent with the aims of the Duty to Co-operate which was introduced via the 
Localism Act and enables the Authority to set policies covering these strategic topics 
in the context of the wider area.   

 
2.2 Work on the production of the Plan is well advanced. The First Consultation took 

place in May and June 2013 and the Issues and Options consultation took place 
between February and April 2014. A large number of responses have been received 
in relation to the recent Issues and Options and at the time of writing these are 
currently being processed.   

 
2.3 The next stage of development of the Joint Plan is production of the Preferred 

Options, which it is anticipated will essentially be a draft Plan. Following consultation 
on the Preferred Options the Authorities will need to address any comments received 
and produce a Publication version which must be published for comments on the 
Plan’s soundness. Subsequently an Examination will be held by a Planning Inspector 
and it is anticipated that the Plan will be adopted by the end of 2015. Officers are 
currently assessing whether the volume of consultation responses received or 
particular issues will have implications for the timetable. 

 
3. Joint Member Working Group 
 
3.1 Member involvement in the production of the Joint Plan has, to date, been undertaken 

separately in the three Authorities. For the National Park Authority this has involved 
securing involvement via Planning Committee in relation to agreement to produce the 
Joint Plan and to consult at the First Consultation and Issues and Options stages. 
Whilst this has been appropriate up to this stage, the subsequent stages of 
production of the Plan involve deciding upon policy approaches, upon which 
Members from all three Authorities must be in agreement. It is therefore important 
that Members can discuss the development of policies together in order to arrive at 
an agreed position.  

 



3.2 Members may recall that previous reports related to the Minerals and Waste Joint 
Plan suggested the establishment of a Joint Committee. The legalities of establishing 
a Joint Committee have been investigated with the conclusion that the statutory basis 
for such a committee is unclear. It is therefore considered logical to instead establish 
a Joint Member Working Group.  

 
3.3 The purpose of the Joint Member Working Group would be to provide a forum for 

detailed discussion of issues related to the production of the Joint Plan, which would 
feed into developing the Plan. It would operate in a similar manner to the joint working 
groups established for the production of the Helmsley Plan and the Whitby Business 
Park Plan, which have been successful in their operation. Formal decisions would still 
be taken by each of the three Authorities individually, with reference back to 
discussions that have taken place by the Working Group.  

 
3.4 It is proposed that, as three Authorities are involved, the Joint Member Working 

Group should comprise two Members from each Authority. Members are therefore 
asked to nominate two Members, plus two substitutes. Members are asked to 
consider whether they may have any prejudicial interests in relation to the issues 
being considered before accepting nomination. 

 
3.5 The establishment of the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan Member Working Group is 

dependent upon agreement from Members of the other two Authorities and a verbal 
update will be provided at the Planning Committee meeting in relation to this.  

 
4. Next Steps 
 
4.1 Should Members of all authorities agree to the establishment of the Minerals and 

Waste Joint Plan Member Working Group, a meeting will be convened in the near 
future to enable officers to present Members with details of the consultation 
responses received at Issues and Options stage and for Members to discuss and 
agree approaches on a range of strategic issues.  

 
4.2 The next stage of the production of the Plan is Preferred Options and at this stage the 

Authorities will be putting forward draft policies for consultation. It is proposed that a 
meeting of the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan Member Working Group is convened 
shortly to present the responses received to the Issues and Options consultation and 
to agree the preferred approach to some of the more strategic elements of the Plan in 
order that these can then be taken forward by officers in drafting policies. It is 
proposed that the final Preferred Options document would be presented to the three 
Authorities individually prior to consultation, during late autumn 2014. 

 
4.3 Further meetings of the Member Working Group would be convened at relevant 

stages during the production of the Plan, most likely following the Preferred Options 
consultation to inform the production of the Publication version.   

 
4.4 Terms of Reference for the Member Working Group will be agreed at the first meeting 

of the Working Group.   
 
5. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
5.1 Financial implications relate to Members’ attendance at meetings as well as officer 

time. Whilst administrative arrangements have yet to be agreed between the three 
Authorities there is capacity to provide the administrative role from within the Authority 
if necessary as the Working Groups for Helmsley and Whitby Business Park will be 
finishing when these plans are adopted. 

  



6. Contribution to the National Park Management Plan 
 
6.1 The establishment of a Joint Member Working Group will contribute towards the 

effective production of the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan. The production of the 
Minerals and Waste Joint Plan will contribute in particular towards policies E1, E3, 
E7, E10, E19, E28, E41 and E45 by providing a robust policy framework for the 
consideration of minerals and waste development proposals.  

 
7. Legal Implications 
 
7.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report.  
 
8. Recommendation 
 
8.1  That Members agree to the establishment of a Minerals and Waste Joint Plan Member 
 Working Group. 
  
8.2  That Members nominate two Members plus two substitutes to the Minerals and Waste 
 Joint Plan Member Working Group.   
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