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North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
Public minutes of the site visit held at Paddock to the South of Wyke Lodge, Hodgson 
Hill, Staintondale, on 28 October 2016 at 10.30am. 
 
 
Present: Mr D Hugill, Mr M Bowes, Mrs E Dent, Mrs H Moorhouse, Mr L Atkinson, 

Mr C Pearson 
 
Apologies: Mrs J Frank, MR D C Jeffels, Mr C Massey, Mr G Coulson, Mr A Scott, Mr 

J Walker, Mrs A Fisher and Mrs S Oswald 
 
National Park Authority Officers:  Chris France (Director of Planning), Andrew Muir, 

(Planning Team Leader) 
 
Others: Mr Keith Dobbie (Applicant) 
 Parish Councillor - Councillor Duncan-Blake 
 Objectors – Mrs Carr and Mr McEwan  
 
NYM/2015/0885/FL Change of use of land from siting of a caravan to the siting of a 
log cabin/mobile unit for holiday use along with erection of store and associated 
works to access track, paddock to the South of Wyke Lodge, Hodgson Hill, 
Staintondale 
 
The Members and Planning Officer’s met the applicant, parish representative and the 
objectors on site.  
 
Chris France explained the details of the proposal and briefly outlined the reasons for 
the site visit; being Members concerns regarding the potential impact on the amenities of 
adjacent properties due to the location of the proposed log cabin/mobile unit  and the 
potential impact resulting from the degree of intensification that the development would 
create.  
 
Members raised questions with regard to the septic tank location; the location and size 
of a caravan that could be accommodated within the extant certificate of lawful use; tree 
removal; the permanence of the planning permission and the location of the car parking.  
 
It was explained by the applicant that the waste collected in a storage tank near the 
caravan would be pumped to a septic tank located within the car parking area for 
removal by tanker. A soakaway is to be constructed and this water would be left to 
permeate into ground. 
 
Chris France confirmed that a caravan of up to 20mx10m could be sited anywhere within 
the blue area which is the red line area on the certificate of lawfulness. It was further 
advised that further tree removal is controlled by the tree preservation order. The 
applicant confirmed that no trees had been taken out following the serving of the 
woodland TPO. Mr France confirmed that the planning permission is permanent if 



implemented. Finally, Mr Dobbie confirmed that the car parking areas are to remain as 
they are.  
 
Mr Duncan-Blake confirmed that the Parish Council considers the proposal to be an 
enormous change to what is currently on site. 
 
Mr McEwan stated that the site is open to the neighbours, particularly in winter months, 
due to the cutting of trees; and that he considers that there is likely to be pollution of the 
water course from the sceptic tank and soakaway. The latter was considered to be a 
matter for Building Control and the Environment Agency. 
 
Everyone then walked across the site to the position of the proposed development. The 
applicant had constructed a mock-up of the caravan using a wooden frame which 
measured 8.4m x 5.4m with a height of 2.5m. It was noted by Members that the mock up 
was smaller than the proposed caravan. The applicant explained that it was his intention 
to excavate down so that the finished height of the caravan would be that indicated by 
the mock-up. Chris France confirmed that the wooden frame was not positioned in line 
with the proposed log cabin, but was sited laterally rather than lengthwise into the site. 
 
Everyone then walked to the edge of the site to view the residential properties through 
the trees to the north, looked at the distance and location to the existing dwellings. The 
applicant confirmed that there was to be additional tree and screen planting to the north 
of the caravan to reduce any impact on the neighbouring properties. 
 
Everyone then walked to the existing car parking area to view the properties to the north 
west, looked at the distance and location to the existing dwellings. 
 
Everyone then walked to the opposite side of the road to the site, looked at the distance 
and location to the proposed caravan from the public highway. 
 
The Planning Chair closed the visit once he was satisfied that there were no more 
questions from Members and Members and Officers left the site. 
 
 
Chris France 
Director of Planning  
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………..(Chair) 


