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North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
 

Public minutes of the site visit held at Lilac Farm and Land off Braygate Lane, Levisham on 2 
June 2017 at 10.30am. 
 
Present: Mr JR Bailey, Mr M Bowes,  Mr D Hugill (Chair), Mrs J Frank (Deputy Chair), Mr D J 
Jeffels, Mr J Walker, Mrs C Patmore, Mrs A Fisher, Mr C Pearson, Mr L Atkinson 
 
Apologies: Mr G Coulson, Mrs H Moorhouse, Mrs S Oswald 
 
National Park Authority Officers: Chris France (Director of Planning), 
Hilary Saunders, (Planning Team Leader) 
 
Others: Applicant – Mr S Eddon, Mrs Eddon, Mr Eddon Snr,  
Parish Rep – Mr David Pearson 
County Councillor – Mrs J Sanderson 
Resident – Mr Duncan Webster 
 
NYM/2017/0009/OL Construction of 1 no. agricultural workers dwelling and 3 no. 
agricultural buildings, Land off Braygate Lane, Levisham 
 
The Members and Planning Officers met the applicant and his family and local 
representatives at the existing farmstead at Lilac Farm where the Planning Chair opened the 
Site Meeting. 
 
Chris France outlined the proposal, setting out the key issues which Members needed to see 
on site to help in their assessment – including, the operational difficulties/constraints on the 
existing farm, the distance from the applicant’s main land holdings, the traffic congestion 
within the village and whether there was an option for extending/modernising the farm on the 
existing site. The main farm buildings were pointed out and the residential properties on the 
holding that were used by the Eddon family and those used for holiday letting purposes. 
 
Members then moved to the rear of the site to view the open paddock land within the 
farmstead and the newly acquired 5.8a of land adjoining it. 
 
The Chair then invited the applicant to explain the current constraints and his need to 
relocate the farm to the proposed site off Braygate Lane. He confirmed that the family would 
wish to retain the residential and holiday letting properties at the front of the site, though 
there may be a need to sell off some of these to finance the relocation. He also confirmed 
that the main farm buildings would be needed in the transition period moving to the new 
farmstead, but would then not be needed for agricultural purposes by him. The Dutch barn 
and lean–to would probably need to be demolished as they were coming to the end of their 
life.  
 
The Director of Planning confirmed that any building development on the newly acquired 
land adjoining the farmstead would be harmful to the character and form of the village and 
the landscape and would not be supported, however, he referred to the open paddock land 
within the farmstead that could be used for new buildings. 
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The meeting then walked through the village to view the proposed new site on land off 
Braygate Lane. Chris France outlined where the proposed buildings would be sited and their 
dimensions and confirmed the proposed new farmstead would cover 0.8Ha, which had been 
marked out on the site for reference. Members asked questions relating to the access, the 
status and use of Braygate Lane and the layout and height of the buildings. Mr Eddon 
confirmed that the proposed farmstead layout in the outline application reflected the needs of 
modern day farming rather than any historical layout or form. 
 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 10.45am. 
 
Chris France 
Director of Planning 
 


