
 
North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate,  

Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP 
 

Public Minutes of the meeting held at Falling Foss Tea Garden, Midge Hall, Whitby on 
Tuesday 13 June 2017 
 
Present: Les Atkinson, David Brewster, Catriona Cook, Catherine Cussons, Alison Fuller, 
Helen Gundry, Peter Hutchinson, John Richardson.  Dick Brew (TRA), Rupert Douglas 
(Sustrans) 
 
Apologies: Val Arnold, Cath Bashforth, Mike Conlon, Michael Dick, Muriel Mitchell, 
Terry Ratcliffe, George Winn-Darley. 
   
Officers in Attendance: Vanessa Burgess, Mark Hill, Briony Fox, Rob Smith, Tom Mutton, 
Naomi Green   
 
 

Copies of All Documents Considered are in the Minute Book 
 
  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

1/17 Public Minutes 
 

All Members agreed the public minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12 
December 2016, these were then confirmed and signed by the Chair as a correct 
record. 

 
2/17 Matters Arising 

 
Mowing Grass Verges – Information provided by Catriona Cook was shared with 
LAF members prior to the meeting.  Discussion took place and then the following 
motion was put forward by Alison Fuller and seconded by Helen Gundry: 

 That the NYMLAF should formally request that the NYMNPA produce a 
 Leaflet, Parish Notice and on-line information to share with local land owners, 
 householders, tenants, district and parish councils to advise on best practice 
 when cutting grass verges, outlining the law regarding the use of verges by 
 walkers and horse riders and encourage a good balance between cutting for 
 road safety and protection of wildlife corridors. 

7 members voted in favour of the motion, 1 member voted against….the motion was 
carried.  Action: VB to pass on to Richard Gunton, Director of Park Services 
 
Note: The following information was shared, post meeting:  

 Plant Life England are campaigning on the verge cutting issue, and have already 
 persuaded 9 (I think) local Authorities to sign up to their code of practice to leave 
 verges uncut outside villages until wild flowers have seeded, apart from on junctions 
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 where motorist visibility could be obstructed. Click on the following web link for more 
 information: http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/campaigning-change 

 
Survey work – SW corner of the National Park – Alison Fuller informed members 
that the survey work had now been completed and information passed on to the OS.  
The LAF Chair, Catriona Cook, thanked Alison for all her hard work. 
 
Polyhalite Sub Group – Helen Gundry informed members that the Sub group had 
held its first meeting and discussed a number of points including: 
 

• creation of a Bridlepath 
• wider area improvements for walkers, horse riders and cyclists 
• ongoing maintenance of routes 
• improved bus routes 
• biosecurity 

 
 Minutes of the sub group meeting to be circ’d to all LAF members by e-mail after the 
 LAF meeting.  Action: VB - Note: Sub group minutes sent out to members at same 
 time as June LAF minutes. 
 
 Members asked which type of trees would be planted.  Briony Fox informed 
 members that the trees would be mixed deciduous (to cover 7,000 hectares over 100 
 years) and that the Authority had just appointed a Woodland Creation Officer to 
 progress this work. 
 
 Guidelines for the organisation of recreational events – Alison Fuller reminded 
 the forum that a request had been made to Karl at the last meeting to include the 
 number of motor vehicles on the table shown on the Authority’s website, that work still 
 hadn’t been done.  Alison Fuller requested that the comments she sent to Karl re:  
 guidelines for horse riders should also be included at the same time.  Action: VB to 
 speak to Richard Gunton about taking this work forward. 
 
3/17 This Exploited Land of Iron update 

 
Tom Mutton, TELoI Programme Manager circ’d an information sheet at the meeting, 
which gave members an update on the project. 
 
LAF members asked about the following: 
 

• Whether Forge Valley was included in the project? 
• Funding of the project 
• Car parking and accessibility 
• Permissive access licence, did the licence include horse riding? 

  
 Tom Mutton informed members that the project was focussing on Ironstone at 
 present, but it was hoped that the remit would be widened later in the project.  Tom 
 told members about the landslip repair work which had been carried out at the East 
 Kilns and said the project was trying to be creative with the current funding available.  
 Regarding car parking, it was hoped that improvements would be made to existing 
 car parking at Blakey, The Lion and Bank Top car parks, plus enhanced links with 
 local bus networks. Action: TM to clarify whether or not horse riding was included in 
 the access licence arrangements. 
 
 Mark Hill made members aware of possible plans for the lower area of the project site 
 which would hopefully include Andy Goldsworthy art installations. 

 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/campaigning-change


3 
 

 
4/17 Polyhalite Update  
 
 Mark Hill and Briony Fox updated members on the current Polyhalite situation: 
 

• S106 spend needs to be linked to impact of the mine 
• 11 July – next project meeting at Sneaton Castle, members of the public are 

free to attend 
• Aerial drone flight was commissioned to record current state of land 
• 16 planning applications received to date 
• Project is still a work in progress, the Authority is expecting further amended 

applications as the project moves forward 
• Postcode has now been registered for the mine site 
• Land has been purchased for the bridleway near the site 
• £8 million restoration bond – reviewed annually 
• £24 million set aside in an Escrow account 
• 4 May 2017 official start date for the project 
• Sirius - application changes to go to Planning committee in the summer 
• S106 money, key area spends – Landscape & Ecology, Core Policy D (tree 

planting, Tourism 
• S106 money is to be used to enhance/improve, not maintain, money can be 

used for match funding purposes Action: Polyhalite sub group members to 
meet with BF to discuss elements of access funding and share their notes 
from sub group meetings 

 
 LAF members asked about the following: 
 

• Waste produced as part of the Polyhalite mining process 
• Tourism marketing/promotion of the area to counteract the mining 

  
 Mark Hill informed members that, in theory, there shouldn’t be any mine waste as 
 100% can be reused.  Briony Fox informed members that money would be given to 
 Scarborough BC, Welcome to Yorkshire and Visit England to help with tourism 
 
5/17 NYCC reply – Unsurfaced Unclassified Roads in the NYMNP 
 
 Catriona Cook informed members that Terry Ratcliffe had carried out some good 

work so far in relation to this issue and that the white roads sub group would keep 
continue to progress this work.  Alison Fuller raised the issue of the loss of green dots 
from OS maps.  It was agreed a further letter regarding this issue should be sent to 
OS.  Action: key members to agree letter content then VB to send on behalf of LAF.  
Action: Catriona Cook to raise issue nationally at June Conference.  Note: Issue 
subsequently raised at Conference, Natural England Staff have agreed to circulate 
information our LAF’s behalf. 

  
6/17 Sustrans – Cinder Track Update 
 
 Rupert Douglas, Sustrans updated members on the Cinder track Restoration Plan 
 which Sustrans are carrying out on behalf of Scarborough BC: 
 

• Cinder Track - 21.5 miles of track for walking, cycling, horse riding 
• Sustrans are not recommending to SBC that the whole track be tarmacked 
• There will be a further opportunity for key stakeholders to comment, then the 

steering group will meet to finalise the report 
• Report due to go to Scrutiny Board on 13 September, then full Cabinet 

meeting on 17 October 2017. 
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• Selection of surfaces, covering a range of options – to be decided at a later 
date.  Sustrans are well aware that people don’t want to see a ‘sealed surface’ 
in certain areas. 

 
 LAF members commented that the track required a proper multi-use surface suitable 
 for a range of users.   
 
7/17 DAG Update   
 
 It was agreed that this report by David Brewster would be tabled at the December 
 meeting instead. 
 
8/17 Best Practice Biosecurity 
 
 Helen Gundry spoke on behalf of George Winn-Darley who raised the issue.  A brief 
 discussion followed.  Action: VB to contact David Shaw, NYMNPA Director of 
 Conservation to ask whether the NP or the Forestry Commission should be taking a 
 lead on these issues. 
 
9/17 Traffic Regulation Orders 
 
 An update on recent TRO’s was circ’d with the agenda papers prior to the 
 meeting 
 
10/17 R&C BC Draft RoW Improvement Plan – LAF Comments 
 

On the whole, having read the Plan, LAF members said they were impressed with the 
content. 

 
11/17 Drone Policy 
 
 After a brief discussion, LAF members agreed this issue to be a national one and 
 asked that the NYMNPA be encourage to raise the issue with other NP’s at a national 
 level.  Action: VB to pass to Richard Gunton, Director of Park Services 
 
 
12/17 Funding opportunities 
 
 There was no one in attendance at the meeting to speak to this item, therefore it was 
 agreed that it would be tabled at the December meeting instead. 
 
13/17 Moorsbus/Ryedale Cycle Forum 
 
 Helen Gundry updated members on both items.  Copies of the Moorsbus Newsletter 
 and bus timetable were circ’d at the meeting.  Action: Briony Fox to discuss with 
 Catriona McLees the possibility of including Moorsbus in the Promotion &  Tourism 
 Strategy. 
 
 Helen informed members that Ryedale Cycle Forum was now building a web 
 presence, attending events etc.  The Forum was pushing for a bridge to be built at 
 Malton Station and collating a wish list of routes to forward on to County level. 
 
 One Member commented on certain issues related to cycling on a particular 
 footpath at Forge Valley.   
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 Rupert Douglas, Sustrans informed members about an Access funding bid to 
 promote walking and cycling.  The first year would concentrate on the Harrogate 
 area, with the possibility of Scarborough BC area being included in the second year. 
 
14/17  Items for Future Meetings 
 
 TRO’s 
 Update from White Roads sub group 
 Update from Polyhalite sub group 
 Update from Disability Action Group 
 Update from Moorsbus/Ryedale Cycle Forum 
 Funding Opportunities 
 
 Date of next meeting: Tuesday 5 December 2017, 10am - NYMNPA Committee 
 Room. 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. (Chair) 
5 December 2017 


