
Matters Arising 

Mowing of grass verges – written statement from Richard Gunton, Director of Park 
Services, plus copy of leaflet – Help safeguard our roadside verges, attached 

Highway verges are the responsibility of the Highways Authority.  The National Park 
Authority’s only direct involvement in roadside verges is in relation to establishing 
sympathetic conservation management of those most important verges. 
 
Polyhalite sub group – Minutes attached, plus previously circ’d 
 
Guidelines for the organisation of recreational events – George Winn-Darley 
 
Best Practice Biosecurity – written statement from David Shaw, Director of Conservation 
 
The National Park Authority does not have the specialist expertise to take a lead on 
biosecurity issues. The lead rests with the relevant statutory agencies. However, as 
demonstrated by the NPA’s response during the 2001 Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak, we 
will always be supportive of any biosecurity measures to tackle plant or animal health 
diseases, particularly around communicating key messages. Following the more recent Ash 
dieback disease (Chalara) outbreak the NPA offered our volunteers to help with identifying 
diseased trees and could do so again if needed. 
 



PromotingBiodiversity
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

YOU CAN HELP CARE FOR ROADSIDE VERGES BY:
■ Mapping and surveying verges to highlight the most valuable ones for wildlife. 

Look for the best display of wild flowers or thick hedges – a good habitat 
for song birds

■ Keeping an eye on the most valuable verges and letting the relevant local 
authority know of any threats to the survival of important plants and wildlife

■ Seeking advice about how to care for the best verges in your area from your 
local authority (for contact details please see back cover)

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

WE CAN HELP YOU CARE FOR ROADSIDE VERGES BY:
■ Providing further information and advice about how to manage verges
■ Arranging help to survey and manage your verges
■ Supplying maps of verges with conservation interest in your area

Woodmouse Meadow grasshopper
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WHY ARE ROADSIDE VERGES IMPORTANT?

Most of us pass roadside verges every day without giving them much 
thought. Their importance is often overlooked but they are an absolutely 
vital part of our environment and heritage.

Verges are full of flowers and history. Many verges line rural roads 
that have linked communities and countryside for generations and they 
provide an important connection with the past. 

Goldfinch

bio-verge'09  1/14/09  2:35 PM  Page 4



one of

fuges 
lowers 
Britain 

one of

fuges 
owers 
Britain 

AN ANCIENT PAST 

Many verges are remnants of old grasslands and woodlands and still support
some of the species that once thrived there – including those that have vanished
elsewhere in our countryside. Modern verges also provide vital havens for birds
and small mammals.

Managed properly, verges can be important assets for the local area. A well-
managed verge can provide a colourful display of native wild flowers and homes 
for wildlife. Verges also act as wildlife corridors, enabling animals to travel 
between different habitats.

Betony
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WHY DO THEY NEED OUR HELP?

Many roadside verges are no longer managed as they were in 
the past – cutting for hay and grazing with livestock. Getting the
management right is very important. Cutting verges in full flower,
not cutting them at all or making them too neat and tidy can 
reduce their value as wildlife havens.

Brimstone butterfly
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Highway Authority

North Yorkshire County Council
tel: 0845 8727374 email: highway.maintenance@northyorks.gov.uk

For further information and advice about caring 
for roadside verges please contact:

Biodiversity Officer, North York Moors National Park Authority
tel: 01439 770657  
email: general@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk
www.moors.uk.net

Conservation Officer, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
(Covering the Yorkshire Dales area)
tel: 0300 456 0030
email: roadverges@ywt.org.uk
www.ywt.org.uk/yorkshire_dales_road_verge_project.php

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
(See Yorkshire Wildlife Trust for officer contact details)
www.natureinthedales.org.uk

AONB Officer, Howardian Hills AONB
tel: 0845 0349495  
email: info@howardianhills.org.uk
www.howardianhills.org.uk

Biodiversity Officer, North Yorkshire County Council
tel: 0845 8727374
email: countryside@northyorks.gov.uk
www.northyorks.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Biodiversity Action Group is a partnership of local authorities,
government agencies and environmental organisations, working together to 
conserve and enhance the rich wildlife of North Yorkshire.

Published by North York Moors National Park Authority, 
The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York.YO62 5BP
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Common toad Seven-spot ladybird
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North York Moors Local Access Forum 
  
Polyhalite Sub Group meeting, Monday 5th June 2017 
  
Present:  Muriel Mitchell, George Winn-Darley, Terry Ratcliffe, Helen Gundry 
  
  
At this first meeting of the Polyhalite Sub-Group we have discussed the background to 
the funding that will be available from Sirius for projects that will be of benefit to the National 
Park and which fall within the remit of the Local Access Forum. Funding will be coming from 
Sirius for many years, but initially we have the following suggestions that we would like the 
LAF to support:- 
  

1. The creation of a public or permissive bridlepath to run parallel to the roads on the 
west and south sides of the Woodsmith Mine site, which meet at the junction locally 
known as Red Gates.  

 
     The two aforementioned Highways are fast straight stretches of “B” road linking 

Ruswarp to the Scarborough Road and are really not routes that are compatible with 
use by cyclists, horse riders, joggers, people pushing buggies etc.  It would be very 
nice if a new surfaced path could be created meandering through the trees on either 
side of the road, Sirius to facilitate this, to form a 3m wide permeable level surface 
suitable for all classes of user.  The total length would not be dissimilar to the total 
depth of the mine; it would be nice to include some interpretation about that so that 
people can learn something about it and appreciate it etc.  For instance, every 10-
50m along the route as appropriate Sirius could deposit a small sample excavated 
from the corresponding depth down the mine so as you travel along the path you can 
understand the different geological seams that the mine has gone down through.  All 
sorts of interpretation could be added to this focusing on geology, geography/land 
form of the North York Moors, explanations about the mining technicalities etc.  We 
think that Sirius would be much happier if this was at the south and west side of the 
road rather than on their side and we hope it would be negotiable with the three 
landowners. 

  
2.   The afore-mentioned path should provide connectivity with longer routes in the area 

for horse-riding, cycling and walking. 
  
3.   The funding of further improvement to walking, horse-riding and cycling routes in the 

wider area which Sirius consider to be their sphere of influence, in consultation with 
them, the user groups, and residents in the area. 

      This funding should include an on-going maintenance element so that the National 
Park Authority is not faced with a steadily growing financial burden.   

  
4.   A feasibility study for the "Best Practice Bio-security" suggestion that has been 

circulated to LAF members (item 9 on the LAF Agenda for 13th June). We note that 
planting 220 hectares of new trees is part of the S106 agreement; this is a huge area 
in which to prevent the spread of disease by visitors and knowing that an 
estimated 530 hectares were planted last year in the whole of England. 

  
5.   The development of the Bio-security scheme, at tourist "hubs" should be tied in with 

existing and new public transport services and facilities. This would reduce disease 
spread on feet of existing public transport users, and encourage more people to use 
public transport instead of cars in the National Park.  Congestion, parking problems, 
pollution and carbon footprint are all negatives that discourage visitors, and Sirius 
has stated that they want to support tourism.  Sirius also has some Park and Ride 



proposals for staff and visitor centre ideas that can be tied in with Bio-security and 
public transport.  

  
6.   Improvement of scheduled bus services for walkers, other visitors, and for residents 

by providing revenue funding through Moorsbus and their partners in the bus 
world.  This would help tourism and mitigate for the increased car use in the area that 
Woodsmith mine will bring.  

  
      We also had a few questions which we hope will be answered during the LAF 

meeting, or soon after:-   
  
1.  What type of tree planting will take place and who will benefit?  Quick growing for 

commercial rapid harvest? Medium life span for managed woodlands that will be 
harvested over a longer period? Longer-term plans for environmentally sensitive 
woodland areas?   How will this all work long-term alongside (a) public access and 
(b) community benefit? 

2. What will be the impact of spoil heaps in the medium and long-term? 
3. The National Park Authority have a large allocation of S106 funding from Sirius, 

please can officers provide a simplified (2 sides A4?) version of what this will 
achieve? 

4. The National Park has an External Funding Officer (Tom Stephenson). What is his 
view, based on requests from other staff? On what the most pressing needs for 
funding are, that could perhaps be met from Sirius funding? 

5. Are there particular areas of the LAF remit that other LAF members feel are under-
funded, and could perhaps be met by Sirius funding? There is very specific S106 
funding, but also a Sirius Foundation (full details can be found on-line), and also 
Sirius have indicated that they are inviting further ideas for consideration.   

6. The sub group should request invitations to NYMPA and Sirius meetings that have 
relevance to the LAF - should this be done by letter or personal request? 

  
Helen Gundry 5 June 2017 

  
  
  
  
 
 


