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Rt. Hon. Karen Bradley MP 
Secretary of State   
Department for Culture, Media and Sport   
100 Parliament Street  
London SW1A 2BQ                  14 June 2017 
 
 
Dear Secretary of State  
 
Enhancing Broadband, and Tourism in our National Parks  
 
As Chair of National Parks England, I would like to congratulate you warmly on your 
reappointment as Secretary of State and raise two issues that are priorities for National 
Parks and the Government alike – tourism and broadband.  For both, close working between 
the National Park Authorities (NPAs) and DCMS is vital.   
 
Our National Parks, as you will know from your own constituency, are the most beautiful and 
cherished landscapes in England - rightly regarded as a treasured natural resource and are 
internationally recognised for their special qualities and unique sense of place. Our collective 
National Park brand is not only inspirational but a valuable resource in promoting England’s 
tourism offer at home and abroad.   
 
As well as being places of renowned beauty National Parks are living, working landscapes 
that are powerhouses in the rural economy. Over 22,500 businesses are located within them, 
contributing over £6 billion in GVA: the equivalent of the aerospace industry.  This 
demonstrates significant economic activity, underpinned by a high-quality environment and 
careful management. We therefore welcome the manifesto commitment to protect National 
Parks which is important not only for these special environments, but also for the thriving 
tourism economy that depends upon it.  We would also be interested to discuss how the 
considerable experience and assets of the National Parks could be brought to bear for your 
new Cultural Development Fund, and for the Great Exhibition of the North planned for 2018. 
 
There is a strong consensus that delivering fast and reliable broadband is essential for rural 
areas and we welcome the manifesto commitment to enhancing provision.  For our National 
Parks this is about supporting life chances for our rural communities, equipping our 
thousands of rural businesses and entrepreneurs to thrive; and providing world class visitor 
experiences in our world class landscapes.  The NPAs are committed to working on 
pragmatic solutions to delivering enhanced infrastructure in ways that are sympathetic to the 
fragile landscapes we sustain.  I hope that we can work with your department to deliver 
tangible improvements within our areas. Specifically, I hope you will consider a proposal 
(attached) for a bespoke fund to support superfast broadband roll-out in the National Parks, 
and for National Parks to be test-beds for ultra-fast broadband, thereby helping to future-
proof plans and technologies. 
   
Whilst the Government’s targets for improving coverage are welcome, it is notable that large 
swathes of our National Parks are included within the remaining 5% of the hardest to reach 
areas.  For example, in Northumberland National Park even after BD-UK contracts have 
been accounted for 50% of the area will not be covered by superfast broadband and for 
another three National Parks the figure is 25%.   
 
Given the importance of broadband for tourism and the increasing trend towards adopting 
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digital by default policies by public and private bodies, we believe these deficiencies need to 
be tackled as a matter of urgency if our communities are not to be disadvantaged and the 
rural economy held back.   
 
There are many who call for better broadband.  I wish to assure you that NPAs are 
proactively ‘getting their hands dirty’ supporting deployment of these technologies.  NPAs are 
identifying sites for new infrastructure; encouraging communities to sign up for broadband; 
providing Sustainable Development Funding to support local projects; working alongside 
local authorities on BD-UK contracts and local communities to support Rural Community 
Broadband schemes; discussing options with landowners (using our trusted relationships 
built up over many years); and providing supportive planning policy.   
 
We remain technology neutral in our approach – our focus is on delivering the best possible 
services for our communities.  A bespoke fund would allow for a coordinated approach to 
additional broadband provision in our National Parks.  This would deliver economies of scale, 
greater consistency and public acceptance.  The example of Dartmoor and Exmoor where 
Connecting Devon and Somerset let a tender for both National Parks with a wireless system 
highlights the opportunities.  This project is achieving impressive results and is due to 
achieve 96% coverage of superfast broadband by September 2017.  We have a strong track 
record of successfully working in partnership with other public-sector partners and with 
private sector suppliers to fund innovative solutions and would welcome the opportunity to 
push this agenda forward in our areas. 
 
I am sure you would agree that it is essential to future proof the infrastructure that is being 
deployed if rural areas are not to lose out in the next iteration of technologies.  As such we 
would welcome an early opportunity to meet with officials in your new 5G National Expert 
Centre to discuss how National Park Authorities might support test-beds of 5G in our rural 
areas.  Indeed, given that National Parks cover almost 10% of some of our remotest country 
there may be merit in inviting NPE to sit on the working group looking at 5G deployment. 
 
Finally, you might like to know that National Parks Week is commencing on 24th July.  This is 
a week-long celebration of the UK’s 15 National Parks.  We would be delighted if you could 
lend your support for National Parks during the week through a visit or message.  We would 
be happy to host a visit so you can see some of our exciting projects for yourself in 
surroundings that cannot fail to inspire.  Alternatively, recognising the considerable pressure 
on your diary we would be happy to host a visit sometime over the summer, perhaps as part 
of a broader regional visit.  If this is something that appeals, can I suggest your office contact 
our Executive Director, Paul Hamblin. 
 
I am copying Lord Gardiner this letter given his equal enthusiasm for supporting rural 
communities and responsibilities for National Parks. 
 
I look forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Margaret Paren  
Chair 
National Parks England 
 
Cc: Lord Gardiner, (Defra Parliamentary Under Secretary of State) 


