
 

Parish Forum Notes/1 

Coastal Area Parish Forum  
 

Notes of the Meeting held at Hawsker and Stainsacre Village Hall 
 

Thursday, 20 October 2016 
 
Present: 
Hawsker PC John Cummins (Chair)  
Newby and Scalby PC  Richard Thompson 
Hinderwell PC Carol Barker, A Jackson 

Cloughton PC Duncan Baker and Geoff Hill  
Scarborough Ramblers Assn Margaret Atkinson 
Ellerby PC Bill Taylor 
Sneaton PC Gordon Stock 
Whitby TC Geoffrey Wilson 

Social Regeneration Consultants  Pete Duncan 
National Park Members Les Atkinson, Clive Pearson 
National Park Staff David Renwick (Director of Conservation, Convenor), 

Mark Hill (Head of Development Management); Judith 
Seaton (PA to Chief Executive) 

 
1.  Welcome – the Chair John Cummins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies: Skelton and Brotton PC - Margaret and Brendan Whitehead; Whitby 

resident/University of 3rd Age – Joyce Stangoe;  Fylingdales/Scarborough BC- 
 Jane Mortimer; Scarborough BC - Cllr John Nock; Staintondale/Ravenscar PC - Simon 
Darrington; Jim Bailey, Malcolm Bowes, Guy Coulson (NYMNPA Members);  Bernie 
McLinden (Senior Ranger Coast), Andy Wilson (Chief Executive).   

 
3. Notes of the Meeting Held on 27 April 2016 were agreed to be a correct record.  
 
4. Matters Arising:  
 a. The Director of Conservation gave a brief update on the Countryside Stewardship 

scheme. Across England less than 4,000 applications were put in this year with just 
over 2,000 last year, not a huge uptake given more than 20,000 Entry Level 
Stewardship agreements have come to an end over the past two years. Farmers have 
fed back issues with the scheme. The National Park and NFU have given feedback to 
Defra and Natural England and understand that some changes have been made. 
These changes are welcome but it remains to be seen whether these will significantly 
improve uptake – the National Park Authority continues to monitor the situation and is 
working with Natural England. Brexit of course adds a significant degree of uncertainty 
although Government has agreed funding to 2020. The Authority will continue to try 
and input to improve the schemes but if anyone has any suggestions then please 
contact David Renwick (d.renwick@northyorkmoors.org.uk). 

 
 b. Broadband and Mobile provision to be discussed at a future Forum meeting.  
 Broadband (NYnet) was discussed at the Joint Parish Forum in September. A letter 

signed by Forum Chairs is to be sent to the Secretary of State on the Mobile 
Infrastructure Project and was read out at the meeting. 

 
 c. Property and surrounding land in Hawsker which has been in a poor state. 

A statement from the Authority’s solicitor was read out by Mark Hill on an update of this 
enforcement action. The Authority is aware of, and fully understands, the frustration of 
local people with the slow and sporadic progress in the remediation of this site. There 
are legal proceedings and an on-going investigation & monitoring. It is, however, not 
appropriate to publicise further information at this stage, but any information that local 
people have that might assist the Authority in this matter can be given to the 
Enforcement Officer, Andrew Muir (a.muir@northyorkmoors.org.uk) or the Solicitor, 
Richard Smith (richard.smith@scarborough.gov.uk) 
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5. Public Question Time –  

 Can NYMNPA please confirm what has happened to their lease for the Whitby TIC 
following the proposed closure of the present location and relocation to the Harbour 
Commissioner’s office? Joyce Stangoe (Whitby Resident) 
The Authority’s presence in the Whitby TIC was subject to it remaining in use as a TIC. 
Therefore when Scarborough Borough Council decided that the TIC should be 
relocated, the National Park Authority’s interest came to an end. We are keen to retain 
a good presence in Whitby and are on the lookout for a suitable opportunity – none has 
presented itself yet. We have decided not to pursue the option of joining the TIC in its 
move to the Harbour Office as we felt that the location some way out of town and off 
visitors’ main routes was not right for us. Should anyone have a suggestion for 
alternative locations for a small but beautiful National Park information/interpretation 
point, please do get in touch with Michael Graham (m.graham@northyorkmoors.org.uk) 

 
6. Community Led Housing Presentation by Pete Duncan – a presentation was given 

by Pete Duncan from Social Regeneration Consultants. A copy of this is available on 
our website at http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-
agendas/parish-forums For further information please contact Pete Duncan at 
peteduncan@socialregeneration.co.uk or Clair Shields at 
c.shields@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

  
7. Community Grants - A short presentation on the background and examples of the 

Community Grant Scheme was given to the meeting with a feedback form provided for 
completion for suggested changes to the scheme, new priorities or comments on 
experiences. Please send these to Rachel Smith r.smith@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 
8.  Parish/Village Caretakers - The National Park Authority operates a grant scheme 

which provides funding support to Parish Councils who wish to employ Village 
Caretakers. This is a flexible and easily accessible scheme providing grants to support 
engagement of caretakers in any village which is the National Park Authority considers 
will benefit from the employment of a caretaker. Priority within the agreed budget will 
be given to villages which are the focus of visitor activity. 

 
There are of course criteria: 

 The village must be at least partly within the National Park Boundary. 

 The employment of a caretaker in the applicant village must be judged by the 
National Park Authority to be of benefit to the amenity of the village or to improve its 
accessibility and “welcome” to visiting public. 

 The grant aided portion of the project must not be eligible for other sources of 
funding. 

 The grant aided portion of the work to be carried out by the caretaker must benefit 
National Park purposes and policies and must have the benefit of all necessary 
consents. 

 No work must have commenced on the project prior to the application being 
approved. 
 

Grants are available to cover 50% of the costs up to a maximum sum of £2,500 per 
year per settlement. Any communities who would like to be considered for a grant or 
would like to know more about the scheme should contact Karl Gerhardsen 
k.gerhardsen@northyorkmoors.org.uk) or Nicola Startup 
(n.startup@northyorkmoors.org.uk). 
 

9. Residents and Visitors’ Surveys – Richard Gunton, gave a summary of the initial 
results of the surveys. Further information can be found in a paper given to Members at 
a meeting on 3 October with more detailed analysis to follow. 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-agendas/authority-
agenda/october-2016/Item-7.pdf 
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10. Local Plan Consultation – a reminder of the Local Plan Consultation document which 

can be accessed on our website using the following link 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/planning/framework/Draft-Local-Plan-First-Steps . It 
is also available in hard copy on request. To be completed by Friday, 18 November. 
Please contact Paul Fellows if you require any further information: 
p.fellows@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 
11. BT Telephone Box Removal Consultation 

Mark Hill alerted the Forum to the BT Consultation on intended public payphone 
removals. Notices are in the affected payphones but further information available from 
the relevant local authority (Scarborough Borough Council, Ryedale District Council, 
Hambleton District Council and Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council) and using the 
following links provided by BT. The contact officer at the National Park for this scheme 
is Clair Shields: c.shields@northyorkmoors.org.uk  
 
This consultation process gives your local communities the opportunity to adopt a traditional 
red ‘heritage’ phone box http://business.bt.com/phone-services/payphone-services/adopt-a-
kiosk/ 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/research/affordability/affordability_report.pdf  
https://ofcom-build.squiz.co.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/34266/statement.pdf 
Full guidance on the removal process can be viewed at: 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/consultations/uso/statement/removals.pdf  
and a summary is available at: 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/consultations/uso/statement/removing_callboxes.
pdf 

 
11. Update on National Park Authority Business by Parish Member, Leslie Atkinson: 

 Contact made with new set of Ministers 

 Joint Minerals and Waste Plan http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/mwjointplan 

 National Parks Partnership Limited www.nationalparks.co.uk 

 The Authority met with Chief Constable Dave Jones on rural crime/volunteering/joint 
working 

 
12. Suggestions on new items for future meetings 

 Regular Updates on Fracking and Potash 

 Cindertrack update 
 Any questions or suggestions should be emailed to j.seaton@northyorkmoors.org.uk  
 
13. Any Other Business - none 

 
14. Time, Place and Date of Next Meeting  
 Tuesday, 4 April 2017 at 7pm – Scalby/Newby Community Hall 

July 2017 – Joint Parish Forum date/time and venue to be confirmed 
Thursday, 26 October 2017 at 7pm – St Hilda’s Old School, Hinderwell 
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