
 
Northern Area Parish Forum 
Notes of the meeting held at 

The Moors National Park Centre, Danby 
Tuesday, 4 October 2016 at 7pm 

Present:  
Egton Parish Council   Christine Lewis (Chair)  
Danby Group PC   Pam Reeves, John Preston, Geoff Banner, Rita Rudsdale  
Lockwood PC   Anne Clayton, Kath Nolan  
National Park Members   Ted Sanderson, Clive Pearson, Heather Moorhouse  
National Park Staff   Andy Wilson (Chief Executive); Chris France (Director of 

Planning/Convenor); Naomi Green (Senior Ranger, North); 
Judith Seaton (PA to Chief Executive)  

Whitby Esk Energy   Colin Mather  
 
1.  Welcome – Christine Lewis, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
  
2.  Apologies – Aaron Davis (Kildale representative), Guy Coulson (NYMNPA Member)  
 
3.  Notes of the meeting held on 13 April 2016 were agreed to be a correct record.  
 
4.  Matters Arising:  

1. Simon Hirst is to contact Danby Group to arrange a talk at their next meeting.  
Pam Reeves confirmed that Simon Hirst had been in touch.  
2. The Convenor to prepare a letter for signature by the Chairs of all the Forums on the 
Mobile Infrastructure Project.  
The letter was read out at the meeting and signed by the Chair of the NAPF. It was 
reiterated that 3 applications had been submitted to the Authority 1 was refused 
(Lastingham), 2 were approved and only 1 implemented (Levisham).  
3. Relevant Authority Officer to be contacted to follow up and request with Network 
Rail to carry out remedial work on damage caused by the tree removal.  
No response has been received from Network Rail. Heather Moorhouse agreed to 
make further enquiries at the next meeting of the Esk Railway (Network Rail should be 
attending) and will report back.  

 
5.  Public Question Time  

(a) Pam Reeves, Danby Group – closure of local post offices and the introduction of 
1,200 mobile post office vehicles, which will offer limited services. Do others know 
about this and the consultation?  
A discussion was held on experiences throughout the area of closure of sub-post 
offices. The Forum agreed that the Post Office had given little information on the 
consultation; the computer system had been very poor for those who had taken on 
post office services in existing businesses. The decline of rural post offices is only part 
of the issue of loss of services in rural areas and it was agreed that letters to MPs 
should be done regarding mobile/broadband/post office and other services which were 
inadequate in rural areas.  
 
Action: Letters to be sent to MPs regarding loss of services in rural areas  
Andy Wilson/Chris France to coordinate  



(b) Ted Sanderson – Explanation required of the government’s intended housing policy 
relating to charitable organisations over lending policy, local occupancy and affordable 
homes. Particularly regarding the Lealholm development, this seems to have been put 
on hold.  
The Government’s approach to affordable housing reflects their manifesto of 
encouraging more home ownership (as opposed to renting). The forecast is that 
370,000 rented homes will be lost by 2020 through right to buy (CIH).The government 
has £45billion allocated for affordable housing by this date of which only £2billion is for 
rented homes. It is a voluntary arrangement for Housing Associations to agree a “right 
to buy” but the funding received has to be used to build another property to replace it. 
In National Parks all affordable housing has under the S106 to remain in perpetuity 
and therefore the Housing Association cannot rescind on this. They can, however, 
challenge the S106 agreement via an appeal process with the Planning Inspectorate if 
they wished to agree to a right to buy request  
With regard to Lealholm, there has been a site visit which was positive with Highways 
and there is an interested housing association but there may need to be an element of 
open market housing on the site to make it viable due to loss of Government funding 
for affordable rented housing.  
A new initiative Community-led housing is expected soon which will provide £300m 
over five years to be targeted at rural areas, particularly coastal and those areas with 
high proportions of second/holiday homes. Details are expected in the Autumn 
Statement.  
 
(c) Ted Sanderson – Scarborough Borough Council consultation on public toilets, is 
there an update on this?  
Richard Gunton and Bernie McLinden have met with Paul Thompson from the Council 
regarding the toilets which are being considered for closure or change of management.  
What we understand from the meeting is that the Council are looking at a wide range 
of options including:  

 partnerships (with Parishes or businesses)  

 handovers and  

 income generation to cover the cost of management (possibly introducing a 
charge for use or a concession in part of the building)  

 
The hope is that one or other of these options may well result in almost all of the toilets 
remaining open and that closures are only likely where use is extremely low and an 
alternative facility is easily available nearby or where the Parish Council has no 
interest in them remaining open. These options are being worked up by the end of 
October and will be presented to Council in December. Every Parish Council is being 
invited to express an interest or otherwise in taking on management of their local 
facility and will need to understand from the Council which option they are considering 
in making their decision.  
From the Authority’s point of view, we may be able to offer some parishes in key 
locations some assistance with the basic cost of taking on the management of toilets – 
our current scheme provides 50% support. This will be considered where it is shown to 
be the only option to avoid closure but we would expect the Council to pursue all other 
long term options first. It was suggested that it would be of assistance if public toilets 
were zero tax rated.  

 
6.  Presentation by Whitby Esk Energy – a presentation was given by Colin Mather 

from Whitby Esk Energy on the progress of the project. Full information on this can be 
found at the website http://whitbyeskenergy.org.uk/  



7.  Community Grants  
A short presentation on the background and examples of the Community Grant 
Scheme was given to the meeting with a feedback form provided for completion for 
suggested changes to the scheme, new priorities or comments on experiences. Please 
send these to Rachel Smith r.smith@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 
8. Parish/Village Caretakers  

The National Park Authority operates a grant scheme which provides funding support 
to Parish Councils who wish to employ Village Caretakers. This is a flexible and easily 
accessible scheme providing grants to support engagement of caretakers in any 
village which is the National Park Authority considers will benefit from the employment 
of a caretaker. Priority within the agreed budget will be given to villages which are the 
focus of visitor activity.  
There are of course criteria  

 The village must be at least partly within the National Park Boundary.  

 The employment of a caretaker in the applicant village must be judged by the 
National Park Authority to be of benefit to the amenity of the village or to improve 
its accessibility and “welcome” to visiting public.  

 The grant aided portion of the project must not be eligible for other sources of 
funding  

 The grant aided portion of the work to be carried out by the caretaker must benefit 
National Park purposes and policies and must have the benefit of all necessary 
consents.  

 No work must have commenced on the project prior to the application being 
approved.  

 
Grants are available to cover 50% of the costs up to a maximum sum of £2500 per 
year per settlement. Any communities who would like to be considered for a grant or 
would like to know more about the scheme should contact Karl Gerhardsen. 
 

9.  Residents and Visitors’ Surveys – Andy Wilson, Chief Executive, gave a brief 
summary of the results of the surveys. Further information can be found in a paper 
given to Members at a meeting on 3 October with more detailed analysis to follow. 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-agendas/authority-
agenda/october-2016/Item-7.pdf  

 
10.  Local Plan Consultation – a reminder of the Local Plan Consultation document which 

can be accessed on our website using the following link 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/planning/framework/Draft-Local-Plan-First-Steps . It 
is also available in hard copy on request. Please contact Paul Fellows if you require 
any further information.  

 
11.  Update on National Park Authority Business by Ted Sanderson, Parish Member:  

 Contact made with new set of Ministers  

 Joint Minerals and Waste Plan http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/mwjointplan  

 Potash Update  

 National Parks Partnership Limited www.nationalparks.co.uk  

 The Authority met with Chief Constable Dave Jones on rural 
crime/volunteering/joint working  

 Traditional Boundary Grant Scheme  
 
12.  Suggestions for new agenda items – contact Judith Seaton with any suggestions:  

i. Update on Housing White Paper when this is known.  

mailto:r.smith@northyorkmoors.org.uk


13.  Any Other Business  
Chris France alerted the Forum to the BT Consultation on intended public payphone 
removals. Notices are in the affected payphones but further information available from 
the relevant local authority (Scarborough Borough Council, Ryedale District Council, 
Hambleton District Council and Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council) and using the 
following links provided by BT. The contact officer at the National Park for this scheme 
is Clair Shields.  
 
This consultation process gives your local communities the opportunity to adopt a traditional 
red ‘heritage’ phone box http://business.bt.com/phone-services/payphone-services/adopt-a-
kiosk/ 

 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/research/affordability/affordability_report.pdf  
https://ofcom-build.squiz.co.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/34266/statement.pdf 

Full guidance on the removal process can be viewed at: 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/consultations/uso/statement/removals.pdf  
and a summary is available at: 
http://stakeholders.ofcom.org.uk/binaries/consultations/uso/statement/removing_callboxes.
pdf 

 
14.  Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting:  

Thursday, 6 April 2017 at 7pm – Egton Village Hall  
Joint Parish Forum – July 2017  
Wednesday, 4 October 2017 at 7pm – Charltons Community Hall 
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