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Western Area Parish Forum 
Notes of the meeting held at 

St Peter’s Church, Osmotherley 
Tuesday, 18 April 2017 at 7.15 pm 

Present: 
Helmsley Town Council Jake Duncombe, Chris Parkin, Jonathan 

Fairburn 
Osmotherley PC Tim Swales, Michael Read, John Robinson, D 

Manging 
Ingleby Greenhow Lyn Smith, Terry Sutcliffe 
Kirkby in Cleveland Mike Weighell 
Bilsdale Midcable PC David Hollingworth 
Members of the Public A Dawson, T Mitchell, J Mitchell, Angela 

Thomsett, Marion Wood, John Wood 
Rural Taskforce, NY Police T/Inspector Jon Grainge  
National Park Member Malcolm Bowes, David Hugill 
National Park Staff Andy Wilson (Chief Executive), Richard Gunton 

(Director of Park Services/Convenor), Simon 
Bassindale (Senior Ranger West), Judith Seaton 
(PA to Chief Executive) 

 
1. Election of Chair – Jake Duncombe was elected Chair for 2017. 
 
2. Welcome – the Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
3. Apologies – Alan Eves (Forestry Commission), Thirlby Parish Council, John Fletcher 

(Great Ayton), Jim Bailey (NYMNPA) 
 
4. Notes of the meeting held on 13 October 2016 were agreed. 
 
5. Matters Arising: 
 The Convenor updated the Forum that following on from the last meetings in October 

where Parish Caretakers were discussed, 3 new applications have been approved. 
Existing caretakers continue to be funded. 

 
6. Public Question Time 

Update by Terry Sutcliffe (Ingleby Greenhow) on BT Openreach work at Great Ayton 
spine build where there was objection to poles and overgrounding of line.  There was 
an issue in Ingleby Greenhow where BT came and put poles up but did not contact the 
PC. Part of the area is in the Park which now will go underground. There was a site 
meeting with BT and they had no plan to show us what was going to happen.  It is felt 
that if it was discussed it may help on other projects in the future. It was felt that during 
discussions if objections were received then NYnet would just “walk away” from that 
particular project and the residents would not get the broadband supply. It would 
appear that Highways were also not consulted but retrospectively requested at least 
one pole to be moved due to safety issues. 

 
The Convenor indicated that there is a concordat in place between BT and National 
Parks to ensure consultation takes place but this work was not consulted on and 
appears to have slipped through the net. Subsequent negotiations took place whereby 
the work within the National Park is now underground.  
 
Action: The Forum agreed that a letter should be sent to NYnet and NYCC requesting 
that adequate consultation take place with parishes/residents/National Park prior to 
any work being carried out. 
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7. Rural Task Force North Yorkshire Police 
 T/Inspector Jonathan Grainge gave a presentation on the background and role of the 

Rural Task Force and an introduction to the team’s work within the rural community. 
An emphasis is on reporting of crime incidents either 999 at the time of the incident or 
using 101 to report non-emergency incidents. This ensures early detection and gives a 
more realistic guide to volume of crime in rural areas if it is reported to ensure that the 
Rural Task Force continues to be effective.  

 
Contact email for Inspector Grainge jonathan.grainge@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk. 
 
More information is on the website www.northyorkshire.police.uk and Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/nypruraltf/ or Twitter https://twitter.com/NYPRuralTF   
Individual contacts for the North Yorkshire area are detailed in Newsletter 2 
https://northyorkshire.police.uk/content/uploads/2016/06/Rural-taskforce-newsletter-
2.pdf  
 
There is also a community messaging tool which anyone can sign up to and 
personalise so that information received is only relevant to the individual user. To sign 
up to this visit www.nycm.co.uk. It is planned that 101 calls can eventually be made 
using this service. 

 
8. Ryevitalise Project 
 Anne-Louise Orange introduced herself (started on 3 April) and Alex Cripps who are 

over the next 18 months to take this Landscape Partnership project to a stage 2 bid to 
HLF for £2.88 million to revitalise the River Rye’s heritage. Further information is 
detailed in a press release available at http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-
us/press-office/press-releases/articles2/innovative-wildlife-scheme-on-the-river-rye-
secures-heritage-lottery-funding-support or by contacting Anne-Louise 
al.orange@northyorkmoors.org.uk or a.cripps@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 
9. Disabled Access Bridge at Cod Beck Reservoir – Simon Bassindale outlined the 

partnership work which has been carried out at Sheepwash/Cod Beck reservoir in 
association with Hambleton District Council, North Yorkshire Police, Yorkshire Water, 
National Trust, National Park, Osmotherley and Whorlton parishes/residents. The 
action group has addressed parking, antisocial behavior, litter and access to great 
effect. Now the group is trying to create a bridge to make a circular walkway around 
the reservoir to be wheelchair accessible. Yorkshire Water is applying for grant funding 
for materials and hopefully the new bridge will be erected this year with the help of 
National Park apprentices and rangers. 

 
10. Update on National Park Authority Business by Malcolm Bowes, Parish Member: 

 This Exploited Land of Iron project launch  

 Sutton Bank short term improvements with addition of extra parking to combat 
roadside/dangerous parking issues with longer term improvement plans to be 
consulted on  

 LEADER funding applications now open – contact Amy Thomas for more 
information a.thomas@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 Agreement is shortly to be finalised between York Potash and the National Park to 
commence work at the Woodsmith Mine site. Briony Fox has been appointed as 
Director of Polyhalite Projects to oversee the S106 monies to mitigate the harm 
initially in the vicinity of the mine. Briony will also have a community liaison role. 

 
11. Suggestions for new agenda items – contact Judith Seaton with any suggestions: 
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12. Any Other Business 
i. A Forum member had difficulty accessing information on available grants 

through the National Park. This can be accessed via the website at 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/looking-after/advice-and-grants or by 
contacting the Authority by telephone.  

ii. There is also a fund available from the National Grid Landscape Enhancement 
Initiative to reduce the landscape and visual impact of National Grid’s existing 
electricity infrastructure. Full details are at http://lei.nationalgrid.com/ and the 
contact at the NPA is Tom Stephenson (External Funding Officer) 
t.stephenson@northyorkmoors.org.uk 

iii. A discussion was held regarding the affordable housing in Osmotherley where 
2 houses were unoccupied. This is due to non-functioning heating systems. 
The housing association, Broadacres, is in a dispute with the contractors and a 
legal remedy is being sought – until this is rectified the properties cannot be 
occupied. David Hugill offered to find out the up to date situation from 
Broadacres and the Rural Housing Enabler (who will also be requested to carry 
out a survey of empty properties in Osmotherley) 

iv. Discussions were held regarding sales of properties as second homes, holiday 
lets, empty properties and an incident in Osmotherley of 2 cottages receiving 
permission to be made in to one property thus reducing the housing available 
in the village. The NPA does not have any powers to restrict sales. However 
recent lobbying had prevented the government’s proposal to allow a right to 
buy option on affordable housing within National Parks. It is understood that the 
Lake District National Park Authority has gained limited powers in certain areas 
to restrict sales of properties. 

v. The new Local Plan consultation gives parishes/residents the opportunity to 
give their views on what the Local Plan should contain. Further information is 
available from Paul Fellows p.fellows@northyorkmoors.org.uk or the website 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/planning/framework/Draft-Local-Plan-First-
Steps  

vi. Update on BT telephone box removal: Following the consultation carried out by 
the Authority, responses were sent to the relevant Borough Councils for 
inclusion in their final report to BT. The Authority also sent its own response to 
BT based on the comments received by Parish Councils and residents 
(although BT’s decision on whether to remove or retain will be based on the 
response of the local council). Although a final confirmation or response hasn’t 
yet been made by BT, as we understand it, where an objection has been made 
by the Borough Council, BT will not remove the phone box. Where a request 
has been made to adopt a phone box, BT will contact the relevant Parish 
Council to progress. Where no objections have been made, then the phone box 
will be removed. 

 
13. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting: 

 Joint Parish Forum – July 2017 – exact date and venue to be confirmed 
 Tuesday, 17 October 2017 at 7.15pm – Helmsley Sports and Social Club 
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