
 

Parish Forum Notes/1 

Coastal Area Parish Forum  
 

Notes of the Meeting held at St Hilda’s Old School, Hinderwell 
Thursday, 26 October 2017 

Present: 
Hinderwell Christie Rodgers, Arthur Jackson, Jude Wakefield, Carol  
 Barker, Sarah Wilson 
Skelton/Brotton Margaret Whitehead 
Newby and Scalby PC  Richard Thompson (Chair) 
Staintondale and Ravenscar PC Simon Darrington 
Scarborough BC & Newby  Vanda Inman  
Scarborough BC John Nock 
Scarborough Ramblers Assn Margaret Atkinson 
Ellerby PC Bill Taylor 
Members of the Public M J Fenby (Fylingthorpe/Robin Hood’s Bay); Ray Clifford 

(Fylingdales); Sonya Easthope & Ken Gibson (Port 
Mulgrave); Barbara Brown & Rob Brown (Scarborough & 
Ryedale Community Cycling) 

National Park Members Les Atkinson 
National Park Staff Briony Fox (Director of Polyhalite Projects, Convenor), 

Richard Gunton (Director of Park Services), Bernie 
McLinden (Senior Ranger Coast Area), Judith Seaton (PA 
to Chief Executive) 

 
1. Welcome – the Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Briony Fox 

(Director of Polyhalite Projects) as Convenor of the Coastal Area Parish Forum. 
 
2. Apologies: Geoff Hill and Duncan Baker, (Cloughton PC); Linda Wild (Whitby Town 

Council); Brendon Whitehead (Skelton & Brotton); Guy Coulson, Clive Pearson, Jim 
Bailey, Malcolm Bowes,(NYMNPA Members); Andy Wilson (Chief Executive).   

 
3. Notes of the Meeting Held on 4 April 2017 were agreed.  
 
4. Matters Arising - none 
 
5. Public Question Time – there were questions from Ray Clifford regarding the Cinder 

Track which were discussed under Item 8 on the Agenda. 
 
6. Work in the Coast Ranger Area – an illustrated presentation was given by Bernie 

McLinden (Senior Ranger Coast Area) on the extensive bridge, rights of way, events 
and other work done in the Coast Area with the help of Martyn Williams (Maintenance 
Ranger), volunteers, apprentices and young people. Bernie was thanked by the Chair 
for an informative and interesting presentation. Any queries please contact Bernie on 
01439 772700 or b.mclinden@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 
7. Update on Woodsmith Mine 
 Briony Fox outlined her role as the Director of Polyhalite Projects who started working 

at the Authority in April 2017 to oversee the implementation of the s106 agreement. A 
brief background of the planning application was given. The formal commencement of 
construction began in May 2017 with expected timescale of 5 years for completion of 
the construction of the mine. The s106 agreement seeks to compensate/mitigate in 
planning terms any harm created by the development of the mine by improving 
landscape, ecology, access/rights of way, conservation, built heritage, archaeology, 
etc. This will be done over the mine’s life span - a period of 100 years. The first 
contribution has been received this year and examples of the work being done are: 
creating a new, safer crossing on the A171 to join up bridleways at Hutton Mulgrave; 
improvement work on a 4 mile stretch of the Coast to Coast walk; habitat work at 
Harwood Dale and bridleway upgrading at Stoupe Brow. 
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 The second major contribution is to offset carbon emissions from the project with the 
planting of over 7,000 hectares of mixed deciduous trees under planning Core Policy D 
in appropriate areas. This year it is expected that 10 hectares will be planted and 
discussions are in progress by the Authority’s newly appointed Woodland Creation 
Officer and consultees (eg Forestry Commission, Ecologist) with landowners who are 
to agree to long term management and maintenance of the plantations on a non-
commercial basis. More information on this will be publicised on the Authority’s website 
and in press releases when agreed. 

 
 The third contribution relates to the impact on the tourism economy. This is being 

delivered by third parties including Welcome to Yorkshire, Visit England, Scarborough 
Borough Council and NYMNPA. A 10 year research project has been implemented to 
assess the effect the mine may have on people visiting the area. 

 
 There are 95 planning conditions attached to the mine project and a Senior Minerals 

Planner, Rob Smith, has been appointed to monitor these conditions in consultation 
with external consultees, eg Environment Agency and Natural England. Due to 
improvements in technology and experience during construction it is expected that 
changes to the original planning permission will be requested. Sirius have submitted a 
s73 Minor Material Amendment application due to be considered at Planning 
Committee on 16 November regarding changes in access to the main shaft, relocation 
of drainage ponds and size and location of some of the buildings on site. 

 
 A query was raised regarding the drilling of the 3 shafts and how many drill rigs will be 

used. It was confirmed that exploratory drill rig on site would only be test drilling on one 
of the 3 proposed main shafts on site. This has been confirmed by Sirius Minerals. 

 
 The Community Liaison Group was set up by Sirius Minerals and this is open to 

anyone to attend. These held quarterly and further information on dates and venues 
are available from Sirius Minerals direct. 

 
 The Transport Management Group is not open to the public but anyone with concerns 

or queries should contact Sirius Minerals or  the local highways authority. 
 
 Update on Boulby Mine 
 The existing planning consent at Boulby mine expires in 2023 and Cleveland Potash 

Ltd have started talks with the NPA through a formal Planning Performance Agreement 
with a view to the submission of a new planning application towards the end of this 
year. This follows a comprehensive series of talks and exhibitions carried out by CPL 
as part of its public consultation on its plans in the local area. 

 
The previous approval which was granted in 1998 envisaged the mine closure and full 
restoration of the site to agriculture and woodland with public access starting in 2023. 
However, the Company has stated that it wishes to continue for a further 25 years 
mining potash (sylvinite) halite (rock salt) and polyhalite using the same surface 
infrastructure though with a much reduced workforce.  
 
This will be a completely new planning application rather than a simple renewal and the 
Company will be required by national policy to show a national need for the mine  
(even though it is already there) and its product to allow the continuation of a major 
development within the National Park with its resultant environmental impacts.  

 
It is expected that a decision on the application can be made by March next year. 
 

8. Updates 
 Cinder Track 
 Mr Ray Clifford provided the Forum with comments and questions which he had 

submitted to Scarborough Borough Council concerning their proposals to 
improvements to the Cinder Track (Whitby to Scarborough railway track). 
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 Richard Gunton gave some background to the Cinder Track in that Scarborough 

Borough Council (SBC) own and are responsible for the maintenance of the track and 
due to funding restrictions and deteriorating condition of the surface SBC had 
commissioned Sustrans to prepare a restoration plan This plan had been released at 
short notice and without significant local consultation outside of Whitby and 
Scarborough, with the aim of meeting deadlines to apply for external funding. SBC 
discussed the Sustrans report at their Overview and Scrutiny Committee where 
interested parties aired their concerns. The Committee set up a Task Group of 5 
Councillors to seek full and further consultation from interested parties before 
determining how to proceed. It is hoped that NYMNPA will be consulted as part of this 
process.  

 
The Authority’s position regarding the Cinder Track is as follows: 

 Strongly support the need for investment and improvement of the track 

 Would only support a scheme which resulted in improvement for a wide range of 
users 

 Would only support a scheme which resulted in an improvement in the 
biodiversity value 

 Do not support the need for extensive sealed surface within the National Park 

 Do not agree that a standardized 3m width is necessary or desirable 

 Believe that there is a good way forward to secure improvement of the route in a 
way which would gain widespread support.  This requires more extensive 
engagement of local people and further ecological assessment of the options. 

 
Turning to Mr Clifford’s questions, these have been forwarded to the Council for 
comment. A brief response from the Authority where possible is as follows:   

 The function of the “Management Group”  is purely advisory , it is not a decision 
making group and has no resources– it consists of representatives from SBC, 
NYMNPA, Gateway Whitby, Friends of The Old Railway and Sustrans. 

 The route is still well used, but with difficulty on some stretches. There is a real 
need for improvement but it is not considered necessary to discourage use at 
present. 

 If increased usage was to be encouraged then proper facilities should be 
provided eg car parking, toilets. This should be included in any restoration plan. 

 
The Forum agreed that more open consultation, with public presentations/participation 
and engagement with the local community is essential. It was felt that lack of 
communication had been a major cause of incorrect information and rumours being 
circulated causing some hostility and anxiety for communities. 

 
The Forum agreed that their views would be presented to SBC by NYMNPA and that the 
two SBC Councillors present at the Forum would also represent the views directly to 
SBC. 

 
 North Yorkshire Cliffs Landscape Partnership Scheme 
 Richard Gunton updated the Forum on the outcome of the HLF bid – this had been 

unsuccessful. The outcome was disappointing but all involved in the bid had expressed 
an interest in developing a larger scale project which it is hoped would be successful.  

 
 Local Plan   
 As indicated at the last Parish Forum - new consultation documents have been 

published asking for views on some of the key issues for our next Local Plan.  
 
 Documents are available at www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/currentthinking  
 
 We have called the consultation ‘Current Thinking’ as it sets out our current view on how 

we may proceed with planning policy in three key areas: 

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/currentthinking
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• Which settlements within which a limited amount of new development may occur 
(the settlement hierarchy) 

• What our approach to dealing with new housing may be. 

• Whether the ‘Important Undeveloped Spaces’ and Community Spaces we have 
identified are the right ones. These would be protected from unsuitable 
development. The idea is that we identify key spaces either because they are 
important to the character and form of a village or are used as a community 
facility. We’re keen to stress that this is the first time we’ve done this and the 
designations could endure for years so please publicise as far as you can and let 
us know what you think. 

 
 We are also asking whether people know of any brownfield or unsightly sites in the 

National Park where development could result in an improvement. 
 
 We are hoping to have a full draft plan ready for further consultation next spring. 
 
 Email: policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk or ring 01439 772700 if you have any questions 

 
9. Update on National Park Authority Business by Parish Member, Leslie Atkinson: 

 Columbia Clothing – sponsorship for outdoor working staff in 15 National Parks 

 External funding successes 

 Launch of the North York Moors National Park Trust www.northyorkmoorstrust.uk  

 Joint Minerals and Waste Plan 

 Raithwaite Hall – discussions on amended planning application 

 As a volunteer, Leslie Atkinson recommends everyone to volunteer with the 
Authority at any age! For further information visit our website 
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/looking-after/volunteering or contact our 
volunteer team on 01439 772700 (Joan Childs, Ryan Chenery, Chris Pye, Jo 
Dowson) 
 

10. Suggestions on new items for future meetings 
a. Cindertrack – as a standing item 
b. Invite National Trust to give presentation 
c. Mobile Phones (see below) 

  
 Michael Grayson is the new Programme Manager (Mobile Phone Coverage) at North Yorkshire 

County Council. Unfortunately he was unable to attend this meeting. He has been in post for 
two months. Part of his role is to liaise with the emergency service mast project to check if they 
are open to sharing with other mobile service providers. He can be contacted at: 

 
 Michael Grayson 
 Programme Manager – Mobile Phone Coverage 
 North Yorkshire County Council 
 County Hall 
 Northallerton   DL7 8AH 
 DDI: 01609 533257 
 Mobile: 07773573720 
 michael.grayson@northyorks.gov.uk  
 
 Any further questions or suggestions should be emailed to 

j.seaton@northyorkmoors.org.uk  
 
11. Any Other Business - none 

 
12. Time, Place and Date of Next Meeting  
  Tuesday, 24 April 2018 at 7pm 
 Thursday, 25 October 2018 at 7pm 
 Joint Parish Forum – July 2018 date and venue to be confirmed 
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