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A Profile of the North York Moors National Park

The North York Moors area was chosen
to be a National Park because of its special
qualities and because it is easily accessible
to a large surrounding population.
The special qualities of the North York
Moors include:

HEATHER MOORLAND 
The NYMNP contains the largest expanse of heather moorland
in England and Wales.Although wild and bleak in appearance the
moorland is owned by private estates and farmers and is
managed to support grouse shooting and sheep farming.Well
managed moorland supports a variety of other wildlife and is
important for its scenic value and for recreation as well as for
the local economy.

FARMLAND
The high moorland plateau is dissected by river valleys called
‘dales’. Some are wide and grassy with fields divided by drystone
walls, others are narrow and wooded.The majority of farmland
in the dales is grazing for sheep and cattle.The Park Authority
helps farmers to care for their land by offering advice and
various grant schemes.These provide payments for work which
will benefit wildlife and landscape conservation as well as the
local economy.

WOODLAND AND FORESTS
Woodland and forests cover about 22% of the National Park.
Wooded areas range from small areas of broad leaved trees to 

large conifer plantations.Woodland and forests are increasingly
managed on a ‘multi-purpose’ basis, i.e. to provide timber,
conservation value and recreational opportunities.

THE COAST
The 26 mile length of the National Park’s coastline lies within
the North Yorkshire and Cleveland Heritage Coast.This stretch
of coastline includes spectacular cliffs, rocky shores, sandy
beaches and traditional fishing villages. It was designated as a
Heritage Coast not only for protection purposes but also to
focus attention on the management needs of the coastal
environment and local communities.

HISTORICAL AND INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
There are many remains of early man within the Park such as
burial sites, boundary lines and forts.There are also four
Guardianship Monuments managed by English Heritage and over
700 Scheduled Ancient Monuments.The Park also has a rich
industrial heritage. Minerals such as iron ore, alum shale, coal, jet,
whinstone and limestone have all been extracted in the past.

VILLAGES AND BUILDINGS 
The character of the National Park is greatly enhanced by its
traditional buildings.There are approximately 3000 listed
buildings within the National Park.The term ‘building’ can include
any structure built by man, so farmhouses, barns, castles,
cottages, bridges, dovecotes, limekilns, village crosses and
telephone boxes are all examples of important features of the
landscape that the Park Authority is working to conserve.

JURASSIC PARK!
Jurassic Park! Almost all the rocks in the North York Moors were formed between 190 and 135 million years ago. Geologists call this
time period the ‘Jurassic Period’.The rocks are sedimentary rocks and they were formed in a variety of marine conditions.The oldest
Jurassic rocks, (called the Lias Group) can only be seen in the bottom of some river valleys and at some coastal sites such as Robin
Hood’s Bay. Rocks from the middle of the Jurassic Period (called the Ravenscar Group) form the bulk of the moorland plateau.These
are mainly sandstones and shales and produce poor quality soil.The youngest Jurassic rocks are mostly limestones and gritstones.These
can be seen in a band across the southern edge of the Park which produce good quality fertile soil, now called the Tabular Hills.
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A comparison of this map with the
map next page shows the the influence
geology has on the landscape.




