
 
 
 

2006/07 Sustainable Development Fund Grants  
 
In 2006/07 a total of 30 grants  were awarded with value of £227,239. The awards range in size 
from £200 to £37,500 and cover a wide range of project areas. The following list shows each project 
either by type of activity or topic addressed (since many projects cross different areas these are not 
definitive or exclusive categories). 

Food  

Regional Sustainable Food Education Officer (£37,50 0) 

The new officer will work on sustainable food/farming-
focused teacher training programmes within key school 
networks across the North York Moors and wider Yorkshire 
& Humber region. The aim of this is to build the capacity of 
senior school management teams, classroom teachers and teacher trainers to deliver innovative 
Education for Sustainable Development programmes that focus on sustainable food and farming 
issues. Specific work will be done with schools in the National Park. The Yorkshire Dales National 
Park SDF has also funded the project.  
Awarded May 2006 

Yorkshire Cider Visitor Interpretation Facilities ( £15,000) 

Yorkshire Cider is a local product and a company that grew 
from an earlier SDF project. In 2004, Northdale Horticulture 
set up a social enterprise providing employment for learning 
and/or physical disability adults in harvesting apples from old 
orchards across the area. These newly available apples 
seeded the creation of Yorkshire Cider. This grant now 
supports the establishment of visitor interpretation facilities 
at the production site in Cropton, which will explore the 
principle of sustainability. This will be educational whilst 
strengthening tourism attractions in the National Park. 
Additionally, a range of benefits will result from a growing 

company - enhancing ongoing work with local, organic fruit sourcing through social enterprises, 
providing additional income to orchard owners, including many redundant heritage orchards, and 
providing land-based employment. 
Awarded March 2007 
http://www.yorkshirecider.co.uk/ 

UPDATE August 2007: Due to problems regarding the business location, Yorkshire Cider have not 
been able to go ahead with this project.  
 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Recycling  

Riverfly Partnership (£200) 

Ryedale Anglers in conjunction with the Natural History Museum organised a one day workshop on 
the River Rye to educate anglers about the invertebrate life within the river and how to support its 
biodiversity.  
Awarded May 2006 
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Basics Plus Conservation Task Force (£12,685) 

Basics Plus is a charity and social enterprise who offer meaningful employment and training to 
adults with learning disabilities. They are operating a new recycling service for businesses in the 
National Park and Howardian Hills AONB consisting of a free collection of paper, cardboard, 
furniture and some white goods. These are taken back to their warehouse in Scarborough for 
reconditioning and re-use or recycling. The income gained pays for their task force to continue 
conservation work with their trainees in both protected areas.  
Awarded May 2006 
http://www.basicsplus.org/ 
 

Whitby Recycling Services ( £16,000) 

This independent operation in Robin Hood’s Bay is offering recycling services to local residents. 
Recently incorporated as a Community Interest Company, the grant will allow the enterprise to 
expand its operation. This will include plastics collection for baling and onward delivery to Teesside 
and the collection of wood waste for processing into fuel to be sold back to the community in place 
of coal. The guiding principle of this organisation is efficiency: the aim is to waste nothing, not only 
in the wider community, but in the operation of the service itself. This award follows on from a 
previous grant to support the market research and feasibility of selling fuel generated from waste 
wood.  
Awarded January 2007 

Natural Resources / Sustainable Design 

New Monastery at Wass, Water Treatment Reedbed (£25 ,000)  

The Benedictine community at Stanbrook Abbey 
were given a landmark planning permission to 
build a new Monastery within the National Park, 
following from the monastic tradition of the area. 
The community wish to make the new building 
as eco friendly as possible including energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, re-use of materials 
and water conservation. This specific proposal is 
for an innovative rain water harvesting and 
sewage treatment system, all of which will be 
viewable by the public in line with the 
Benedictine principals of hospitality.   
Awarded May 2006 
http://stanbrookabbeyfriends.org/ 

       

Greenbeams.com - Wood for Architecture (£6,500) 

Together with a grant from the Howardian Hills AONB, this award enables a new service to be set 
up that will promote the use of local sustainable timber as a structural beam in construction: an 
alternative to steel or concrete beams. The concept is three-fold. Firstly, to encourage and educate 
designers and builders to incorporate timber as a structural member. Secondly, to provide an online 
brokering service to connect known supply to known demand and thirdly, to allow purchase to be 
“off the shelf” rather than “off the root” by encouraging beams to be stored in the local area. This 
should bring into use redundant barns and outbuildings, bringing them back into maintenance, and 
provide economic benefit to those involved in storage as the value of the timber will grow as it dries.  
Awarded January 2007 
http://www.greenbeams.com/index.php 
 
 
 
 



Big Bear Active Mountain Bike Livery – Rainwater Wa sh (£1,000) 

Big Bear Active is a new company establishing in Pickering, just outside the Park boundary. It will 
offer mountain bike holidays using the resources in the National Park, most notably Dalby Forest. 
Besides accommodation, a key part of their business is a livery for the storage and maintenance of 
visitors bikes. This will help promote sustainable tourism and encourage longer stays within the 
area by those coming to bike. The SDF is supporting, in particular, a rainwater bike wash facility.  
Awarded March 2007 
http://www.bigbearactive.co.uk/ 
 

Sustainable Energy: Efficiency and Renewable Energy  

Hydropower Feasibility Study at Lowna (£945) 

Grant to conduct at least two initial feasibility studies, with a view to generating electricity for the 
farmhouse and two holiday cottages at Lowna. The eventual aim is to restore generating capacity to 
this now-redundant tannery and its associated buildings, either by a modern turbine or restoration of 
the Mill wheel.   
Awarded April 2006 

Detailed Hydropower Design at Lowna (£2,025) 

The feasibility study established that a traditional mill wheel would meet energy needs whilst fitting 
in with the historical nature of the buildings where it would be sited. This grant is helping to support 
the detailed design and development of the scheme whilst involving the local primary school. 
Awarded January 2007 
 

Bonfield Ghyll Hydro–electric Installation (£25,000 )  

This scheme was initiated by the tenants and aims to 
install a new hydro system at an off-grid National Trust 
farm. It consists of an Archimedean screw generator that 
converts water power via the ‘turbine’ to provide an 
electric supply to the farm. This is one of the very first 
installations of this technology in the UK and will replace 
the present diesel generator with a source of renewable 
electricity.   
Awarded May 2006 

Esk Valley Hydropower Survey (£6,000) 

This grant enables the Community Energy Group in the Upper Esk to employ a 
consultant to survey the Esk Valley river system. The aim is to identify sites 
with hydropower potential and produce a priority list of the most suitable. This 
is a critical part the Community Energy Group’s Action Plan, which is being 
facilitated by the Authority as part of it’s Community Renewable Energy 
Project. The community group is aiming to establish the means to generate its 
own power needs, from local renewable resources. 
Awarded September 2006 

Bransdale Community Room Eco-Renovation (£15,605) 

Though the community in Bransdale is small, they are active. The Old School house is currently 
being used as a centre for gatherings, such as children’s craft activities, but it is in desperate need 
of renovation and modernisation. The SDF grant, following from an earlier SDF-provided survey, will 
help the National Trust, as owners of the estate, to provide a modern and ecologically friendly 
facility for the community. The building’s energy needs will be supported through micro-renewable 
energy generation on-site and a wood stove. It will remain off the national grid. The grant will go 
towards insulation, wind and solar electricity generation facilities and is conditional upon planning 
permissions.  Awarded September 2006 



Appleton Biomass District Heating Feasibility Study  (£5,000) 

Appleton and Spaunton are another community involved in the Community 
Renewable Energy Project and have now formed their own Community 
Interest Company. The grant is allowing them to employ a consultant to 
assess the feasibility of fitting and operating a biomass-fuelled district 
heating scheme in the village of Appleton-le-Moors. This study will include 
such factors as engineering, user demand and local biomass fuel 
availability.  
Awarded November 2006 
 
 
 

Biomass Development Service (£20,000) 

This service, which will operate across the National Park, the Howardian Hills AONB and Ryedale, 
aims simultaneously to provide market opportunities for local woodlands and to develop biomass 
(from woodland) as a viable renewable energy source amongst rural communities. Yorwoods are 
bringing their expertise gained in setting up local biomass schemes in the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. This project will also generate a greater understanding of the capacity for the local woodland 
resource to supply woodfuel, promote new biomass schemes and support the development of the 
supply chain through training and advice.  
Awarded January 2007 

Worfolk Cottage Eco-Renovation (£12,500) 

Another flagship development in the National Park by 
renowned architects Eco-arc. This 17th Century Quaker-
owned cottage in Staintondale is to be refurbished and 
developed as a “zero-carbon” building. From high 
insulation, biomass stove space heating, onsite waste 
water treatment to photo-voltaic panels and a wind 
turbine, this cottage will represent the very best in eco-
renovation of historic buildings. The cottage will then be 
available to able-bodied and disabled visitors from 
outside the Park, including preferential rates for the 
young and less well off.  
Awarded January 2007 
http://www.worfolkcottage.co.uk/index.html 
 

Eco-features in Mulgrave Community Sports Pavilion (£15,000 extension, total grant £30,000) 

This inspiring community group have previously successfully applied for funding towards high-grade 
insulation and a ground source heat pump for their new build sports pavilion at Lythe. They then 
tried and failed to secure sufficient funding from other sources to cover photo-voltaic panels and a 
rainwater recycling system for both the pavilion and the pitch. But they did not want to relinquish 
their goal to make this community facility as sustainable as possible, both environmentally and 
economically. This further grant from the SDF has allowed the group to secure £7,000 in match 
funding from the Energy Saving Trust, and complete their plans for the build. 
Awarded January 2007 
 

Feasibility Study for Biomass Heating from Oil Seed  Rape (£1,000) 

This study will examine the potential for using the pressed cake by-product of rape oil production as 
a form of biomass fuel for heating a farm house and adjoining holiday lets. It will explore capital 
costs, on-farm processing and heat-capacity requirements and the potential CO2 that could be 
saved over the current oil-fired heating. Generating heat from agricultural by-products is not 
uncommon in other European countries. However, in the UK, this study will help test and pioneer a 
new way for farms to become more sustainable and self-sufficient.  
Awarded March 2007 



Village Hall Eco-surveys (5 at £250 each) 

Five further community groups have taken advantage of the scheme to improve the energy 
efficiency of community buildings across the Park. This year Edward Harland has produced 
recommendations for Staintondale, Pockley, Thornton-le-dale and Newton-on-Rawcliffe Village 
Halls and Fylingdales Community Room. 
 

Education, Culture and Leisure  

Upper Esk Community Energy Communications Programme  (2 grants of £382 and £3,847) 

The Upper Esk Community Energy Group have assembled a 
package of communications activities with three main aims. 
Firstly, they hope to keep the local community informed of their 
progressing plans for building local micro-renewable generating 
capacity. This will build on the outcomes of the hydropower 
feasibility study of the Esk River system (above). Secondly, they 
wish to promote the work and experience of the group to other 
communities who could undertake a similar community-wide 
approach to energy efficiency and renewable energy. Thirdly, as 
the overall goal of the group is to reduce the carbon footprint of 

the community, this programme aims to support that by providing high-quality impartial advice on 
renewable energy solutions. There will seminars, an energy fair and a website developed which will 
contain information and links for the public.  
Awarded February and March 2007 
 

Sustainable Development Calendar (£1,000) 

A group of partners lead by Hambleton District Council made possible the production of the Quality 
of Life Calendar 2007. Each month the calendar takes a different sustainability theme, such as food, 
water, biodiversity, health, energy and relates to peoples lives and the local area. It was made 
available free of charge to local residents.  
Awarded June 2006 
 

Guisborough Forest Festival (3 grants of £1,000) 

This set of grants awarded to each of three organisers of the Guisborough Forest Festival assisted 
different aspects of this successful event, which took place on 2 & 3 September 2006. The aim of 
the whole festival was to reach out to residents of the Tees Valley, firstly, to promote the importance 
of our natural environment and sustainable living whilst supporting local producers and craftspeople 
and, secondly, to promote healthy living and the use of the countryside for a wide range of 
recreational activities. Traditional rural crafts, forest management, nature-based activities and 
sustainable ways of exploring the National Park were on show. Recycling, bee-keeping and an owl 
display also featured as part of the fun.  
Awarded June 2006 
 


