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Walk 4 ALONG THE CLIFFTOPS

Drama at sea

The walk to Maw Wyke
follows the cliffs north of
Robin Hood's Bay and passes
one of the most treacherous
headlands along this coastline,
Ness Point. Looking at the
jagged rocks it is not hard to
imagine small cobles being
tossed about at the mercy of

the rough sea.

Robin Hood's Bay ran its own
lifeboat service until a Royal
National Lifeboat Institution
Station was set up in 1881. It
operated until 1931 and during
those 50 years of service a total
of 91 people were rescued.

One of the most celebrated
rescues was in 1881 when
conditions were so bad that a
better lifeboat from Whitby
had to be dragged by horses

Seabirds

Maw Wyke is a sheltered inlet

which has become a regular
nesting site for a colony of
kittiwakes. They can be
recognised by their black wing
tips which look as if they have
been dipped in ink. They
spend most of their life at sea
coming to the cliffs only for
breeding and rearing their
young in spring and early

suminer.

There are plenty of other
seabirds to look out for. The
noisiest and most common are
herring gulls which have

e

yellow bills with a red spot and
pink legs. The upper body is
grey and the wings are tipped
in black. Lesser black-backed
vulls are also a common sight
and their yellow beaks, yellow
legs and grey-black wings and
back make them easy to spot.

More unusual birds seen here
are fulmars which have tube-
like nostrils on their beaks.

You may also see cormorants
skimming the waves for food.

Cormorant

overland to Bay. Four miles off
the coast a 209 ton ship,
Visitor, was strugeling in
stormy seas. It took two

launches to get the lifeboat out
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Kittiwake

Winter visitors include two
more gulls, black-headed and
common, which despite its
name is not common. The
black-headed gull has a red bill
and red legs. In winter it loses
the black cap which gives it its
name and all that is left is a
dark spot behind the eye. The
plumage on the neck of the
common gull also changes in
winter from white to greyish
brown flecks.

but the crew of six were

brought back safe and sound.

In Rocket Post Field there was
a post that was used to
practise cliff rescues.

A rocket with a rope
attached was fired from
a post to a stranded ship
and the survivors would
then climb the rope to
safety,

Jet mining

Jet was mined along these cliffs
and you can see how the
landscape has been changed by
the workings. Mounds formed
by spoil heaps and a network of
tracks used by the miners are
typical of an abandoned
industrial landscape. Jet is a
fossilised wood which became
very popular in the 19th
century. It was carved and
polished to make necklaces
and brooches. Small pieces of
jet can be found on the beach
today and a few jet carvers still
practise their craft locally.
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