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1. Background to Linking Levisham 
Linking Levisham is an ambitious multi-partner Landscape Recovery project in the North York Moors National Park. The vision of the project is for Linking Levisham to be:

“A flagship site of national importance for landscape-scale nature recovery and climate resilience within a working and culture-rich landscape.”

The project is developing proposals for land management changes to benefit biodiversity and climate change resilience, connecting large landscapes, sustainable food production and those people working in and experiencing this spectacular upland habitat. The project aims to support and enable natural processes to create wilder more diverse, resilient and better functioning habitats and ecosystems.

The project area includes upland moorland and mixed forest, and supports 2000+ hectares of protected habitats that are vulnerable to climate change. SSSI designations cover 80% of the 2,879-hectare project area which includes 49% SAC and 48% SPA. The project area also contains approximately 660ha of common land, with 2 common graziers, and 5 tenanted farms. It contains a 458ha Forestry England Wild Core Area - ‘Wild Newtondale’. There are also 13 scheduled monuments covering around 310ha. 
Linking Levisham will create a blueprint for delivering Landscape Recovery within a heavily designated working upland landscapes where there are contesting land-use interests. There is enormous potential to restore degraded parts of the designated sites, to tackle threats, to expand habitats, and to improve connectivity so they can act as source sites for nature recovery. 
The majority of ecosystems in the UK are missing a whole suite of herbivores widely considered to be ecosystem engineers such as aurochs, tarpan, and wild boar. Ecosystems missing these engineers will likely have impoverished biodiversity due to the variety of missing processes they provide, such as seed dispersal, soil disturbance, microhabitat creation, dung provision, etc. Grazing by cattle and a guild of other herbivores will be key to delivering nature recovery across Linking Levisham. 
Purpose of this Brief
The purpose of this brief is to seek the services of an experienced ecological consultant and/or expert in herbivory and grazing to produce a detailed herbivore implementation plan for the management of herbivores across the Linking Levisham project area. This work will build on existing research, and notably, existing feasibility work for herbivory/grazing at Linking Levisham and Wild Newtondale.
The Herbivore Implementation Plan will review the findings and recommendations of feasibility work to date, and develop a detailed plan which will focus on: infrastructure, animal management, grazier management, risk assessment, and the development of a topline budget for implementation. See Specification (section 3) for more details. 

Evaluation
The National Park Authority will select the most suitable quotation (using a price : quality ratio of 40 :60) considering the following factors:
Quality (60%)
· A realistic timescale for delivery 15%
· Relevant experience of undertaking work of this type 15%
· Understanding of the brief and suggested approach 15%
· Appropriately skilled staff 10%
· Sustainability 5%
Price (40%)
· The remainder of the evaluation (40%) will be based on the prices quoted in the pricing schedule.
The Authority does not bind itself to accept any quotation. Every effort will be made to reach a decision to award the contract by 2nd May. 
Canvassing etc
Any consultant who canvasses any member or officer of the Authority whether directly or indirectly relating to the award of this contract will be disqualified.
If the provider of the quotation:
1) fixes or adjusts the amount of the quotation by arrangement of any other person; or
2) communicates to any person other than the Authority the amount of the quotation (unless the disclosure is made for insurance purposes, for example); or
3) agrees with any other person that s/he will agree not to quote or as to the amount of any other quotation to be submitted; or
4) offers or pays any sum of money to any person to induce such a person to accept the quotation;
then the provider of the quotation shall be disqualified from quoting and may be subject to civil and criminal liability.
How to Complete the Quotation
The quotation must be calculated with careful reference to the contents of this Invitation to Quote, including the Specification and Contract Conditions. 
Providers of quotations must submit with their quotation:
(i)	a certificate signed by their insurance company or agents to the effect that the quotation carries the insurance required under the contract conditions; and
(ii)	details of two referees relating to Work provision and one credit reference. 

Compliance with Invitation to Quote Documents
Quotations made must be in accordance with all the contract documentation and no changes should be made to the documents. Similarly, quotations must not be accompanied by statements making the quotation qualified in any way.  
General
Any enquiries relating to the contract documents must be made using www.mytenders.org 
How and Where to Return a Quotation
All providers of a Quotation must complete and sign the form of quotation: where a provider of the quotation is an individual, the quotation must be signed by that individual; where the provider is a partnership/consortium the quotation must be signed by two authorised partners/members and where a provider is a company, two directors or a director and secretary should sign. All signatories must be authorised to sign on the provider’s behalf.
The quotation must be submitted electronically using www.mytenders.org by no later than 12pm, Wednesday 30th April.
Quotations received later than the time and date specified will not be accepted.
Please note the Authority does not bind itself to accept any received quote.
 


2. THE QUOTATION
NB:	You should only complete the quotation after you have read and fully understood all the contract documents and understand clearly what the Authority’s requirements are. 
· Once a contract has been awarded no allowance can be made for any errors, omissions or misjudgements in the quotation process.
· Bids are deemed to be inclusive of all overheads and are exclusive of VAT.
· If you have any doubt at all on how to complete the quotation process, please contact Rachel Smith on 01439 772700 or conservation@northyorkmoors.org.uk  
· Remember that once the quotation has been submitted you will not have the opportunity to alter its contents. Once the Authority has accepted the quotation, the contract will be in force for the full contract period and you will not be able to withdraw from the arrangement without risking legal liability for breach of contract.
· Quotations received later than the time and date specified will not be accepted.
· Please give the location of your Head Office and any other relevant contact details.

TO: 	North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York, North Yorkshire, YO62 5BP. 
We quote to undertake the Work in accordance with the details set out in this document.
We agree that this quotation, together with the Authority’s written acceptance, will constitute a contract between us.
We confirm that the prices set out in this quotation exclude VAT.
We certify that this is a bona fide quotation and that we have not fixed or adjusted the amount of the quotation in accordance with any arrangement with any third party.
We certify that we have not done and we agreed not to do at any time before the quotation closing date any of the following:
a. informing anyone of the amount or approximate amount of the quotation except where the confidential disclosure of the amount of the quotation is necessary to obtain insurance quotations required in connection with the preparation of the quotation; or
b. entering into any arrangement or agreement with any other person or firm that he/it should refrain from quoting or as to the amount of any quotation to be submitted; or
c. offering to pay any sum of money or gift to any person or firm for doing any of the acts in (a) or (b) above.

Signed		……………… ………………………………….

Position	……………………………… ………………….

Signed		……………… ………………………………….

Position	…………………… …………………………….

On behalf of 	…………………… ……………………………..

Address	…………………………… ……………..………

		…………………………………………………..

		…………………………………………………..

Tel		…………………………………………………..

E-mail 		…………… ……………………………………..

Fax		…………………………………………………..

Contact Name………………………… ………………………..	Tel No  …………………………
 
PRICE
Please provide in the space below a total fixed fee for the work including all associated costs.
In addition, please provide day rates for staff and any expenses for travelling, attending meetings etc.
Please also provide an itemised breakdown of the costs. Please also include a breakdown of the cost associated with the Wild Newtondale project area and the cost associated with rest of the Linking Levisham project area, so we have clarity when looking at project budgets. A shapefile of the Linking Levisham project area and the Wild Newtondale project area will be uploaded to MyTenders with this document. 
Total Fixed Fee Price (including all associated costs): (Bids are deemed to be inclusive of all overheads and are exclusive of VAT): 


QUALITY
Insurance
Please provide details of your insurance and indemnity cover. As a minimum, the Authority requires £5m public liability insurance, a £1m professional indemnity cover and a £10m employer’s liability.
Timing
This contract’s deadline is  27th June 2025. Please provide within your tender submission a detailed timetable for the works to be completed. This must include meeting the following dates/deadlines:
The proposed contract start date is the 5th May 2025, with an initial meeting held that week.
A draft infrastructure plan with outline costs is required by the 23rd May 2025.
The final Herbivore Implementation Plan is required by the 27th June 2025. 
Experience
Please outline your knowledge/experience of:
Advising on nature recovery projects that use extensive herbivory (cattle, ponies, pigs etc.) to delivery nature recovery outcomes in the UK. 
Advising on grazing in upland and woodland settings
Designing herbivore/grazing implementation plans with infrastructure considerations and diverse landowner-grazier relationships. 
Advising on land with common grazing rights.
Advising on management of designated land e.g. SSSI’s and SAMs.
Working with and understanding of high biodiversity value habitats and how large herbivores are likely to impact on them, both positively and negatively. 
Designing herbivore/grazing implementation plans that consider recreational users (ROWs and open access land).
Experience of animal husbandry, health and welfare for both ‘kept wild’ livestock, conservation grazing livestock, and more traditional commercial livestock. 
Experience working with both commercial frameworks of livestock management and ‘wilder’ frameworks of livestock management. 
Please provide relevant examples of similar work that you have carried out, and a summary of how you would undertake the contract to the specification outlined in Section 3, including a clear methodology.
Please indicate any previous work undertaken in the North York Moors National Park which may support the knowledge of the area to be surveyed by the employees who will be involved in delivering the work. Personal knowledge of the area outside of a work capacity can also be indicated to support quote if relevant.
References
Please provide details of two referees relating to project delivery in a similar area of expertise and one credit reference. 
Sustainability
Please outline the sustainability credentials of your organisation particularly in relation to: 
· Travel to and from project sites.
· Use of equipment during the project.
· Organisation net zero or sustainability strategy 
· Organisation carbon footprint 
· Environmental managing systems in place, e.g. ISO 14001 
· Contribution to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity  

3. CONTRACT SPECIFICATION
Linking Levisham Herbivore Implementation Plan 
Background
The Landscape Recovery Scheme presents an opportunity to help devise a bespoke agri-environment scheme, focused on nature recovery, and considering the specific constraints and special features of specific landscapes. 
Grazing and browsing by a guild of large herbivores will be an essential part of achieving the vision of the Linking Levisham project. We envisage a guild of herbivores being managed at landscape scale to reinstate natural processes and enhance biodiversity. 
The project area has 5 landowners: North York Moors National Park Authority, Forestry England, North Yorkshire Moors Heritage Railway, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and the Ministry of Defence. 
Much of the Linking Levisham project area is already grazed but several large areas are not (including Wild Newtondale).  The Herbivore Implementation Plan will build on previous feasibility work to define how herbivory will be managed across the entire Linking Levisham project area. 
· Wild Newtondale, led by Forestry England - Newtondale Forest is currently ungrazed, and Forestry England’s vision is that this is a wild area, with large herbivore introduction, and adherence to wilding principles. The aspiration is this can be a pilot area for ‘kept wild’ livestock.
· Linking Levisham, led by NYMNPA - If implementation funding is received, then Linking Levisham will run for a minimum of 20 years, and so we hope that the grazing implementation plan can provide a ramp of changes to be implemented, initially focussing on conservation grazing, and allowing for time to work with existing and potentially new graziers to implement business and stock management changes to achieve the best outcome for the biodiversity of the site and our graziers
Contract Focus
To develop a Herbivore Implementation Plan that details the infrastructure, animal management, grazier management, risk management and budget requirements of the identified solution. The focus of the plan will be to ensure that herbivory delivers Linking Levisham’s vision and principles, with future herbivory restoring natural processes and enhancing biodiversity. The plan will take the recommendations of previous feasibility work and turn them into practical actions for the project area, whilst responding to the different contexts of land ownership and management in different parcels. 
Methods to include:
Review of site information and previous feasibility studies on grazing and herbivory. This will include: site maps, designations and current grazing information; Linking Levisham’s ‘Grazing Feasibility Study’ (2025); Wild Newtondale’s Herbivore Reintroduction Feasibility Report (2023); and Forestry England’s ‘Wild Herbivores in Wild Core Areas’ report (2024). 
An inception meeting with representatives from the Linking Levisham partnership, and separate meetings with the common rights holders and tenant farmers; there are 5 tenant and/or common graziers. The meetings with the tenants and graziers should be held in person. Further meetings with the Linking Levisham partnership should be included as needed. 
Site visits to carry out in-depth assessment of requirements for herbivore management. 
Review of infrastructure across the site (building on survey work completed for feasibility reports). This will include consideration of digital infrastructure and virtual fencing where appropriate. 
Plan of year-round management of livestock on the site, broken down into the individual holdings and new areas to be grazed. This should include a ramp to implementation based on changes to existing businesses and be aspirational but also informed by what seems feasible from conversations with the existing tenants and graziers. 
Assessment and recommendations for grazier management, including payment rates, if appropriate. 
Review and recommendation of source populations of any new herbivores to be added to the landscape. 
Review of compliance of proposed herbivory implementation with land-use regulations, including permissions for grazing in designated protected areas, if required. 
Assessment of key potential risks (e.g., animal welfare, human safety, ecological impacts) and propose mitigation strategies. Identify potential conflict between vision for herbivory and existing land management practices. 
Preparation of a topline budget including initial and probable ongoing expenditure. 
Outputs
The Herbivore Implementation Plan will contain five key outputs:
Infrastructure plan: detailed assessment of infrastructure and recommendations for any necessary improvements to be made. Recommendations will include specification and other requirements (e.g., maintenance) of the identified solution.
Animal management plan: proposal for ideal animal management across the project area, including: species and breed identification, stocking densities, sex ratios and social behaviour management, animal movement across the landscape over time (days, weeks, seasons), animal welfare, and location of management infrastructure such as treatment and testing areas. 
Grazier management plan: proposal for how management of herbivores will be delivered across different parts of the project area. This will include common rights, tenancies (existing or new), and may include grazing licenses and in-house grazing (if appropriate). This should also include recommendations for how this could be overseen or monitored to ensure grazing agreements are being adhered to. 
Risk assessment: assessment of all significant risks of the proposed implementation plan and mitigation strategies. 
Budget: a preliminary topline budget for delivering the identified herbivory solution in the project area. This will include up-front capital expenditure for the set-up costs, and ongoing/recurring costs that will include infrastructure maintenance and suggested payment rates to graziers (for a 20+ year agreement). 

Note: a draft infrastructure plan for Wild Newtondale is required by 23rd May 2025, before the final plan is delivered, as there is budget in the Wild Newtondale project allocated to stock fencing and infrastructure (cattle grids etc) for financial year 2025/26. Alternative suggestions for delivering this requirement for the Wild Newtondale project area will be considered. 

Please note: As a public sector body, the North York Moors National Park Authority needs to meet the legislative requirements of the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018. We can provide guidelines on how to make an accessible PDF from Word, which will need to be adhered to. Where the final outputs include a designed report, then this will need to meet Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2 requirements (see ). The successful consultant will have further guidance shared with them on this topic of making the final report pdf fully accessible. The Final Report, mapped data and other files should either be sent on a USB Stick, by transfer from a hard drive device or via a secure file transfer site (e.g. Drop Box).  There is no need to produce a paper version of these documents.





4. THE AGREEMENT
Linking Levisham Herbivore Implementation Plan
NB: This is the form of Agreement the successful consultant will be required to sign.  It is included here for information and you do not need to complete it.

Date								

The Authority:	North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP. 

The Consultant:	


BACKGROUND

1.	The Authority has invited quotations for the undertaking study to change the grazing regime within the North York Moors National Park and production of an associated report.

2.	The Consultant has submitted a quotation which has been accepted by the Authority for the Work.


THE AGREEMENT

1.	The following documents are incorporated into this Agreement:

  (a)	The Quotation accepted by the Authority (including all the documents referred to in the Quotation).

 (b)	The Contract Conditions.

 (c) 	The Contract Specification.

2.	The documents in 1 are termed "the Contract Documents".

3.	In consideration of the amounts to be paid for the Work by the Authority in accordance with the Contract Documents the Consultant agrees with the Authority to undertake the Work to the Authority’s satisfaction in accordance with the Contract Documents.


SIGNED by duly authorised signatories of the Authority and the Consultant respectively.

…………………………………………………………		…………..…………………………………………..

.............................................................				...........................................................
for the Authority 					for the Consultant
 


5. CONTRACT CONDITIONS
INDEX
1.	Definitions and Interpretation
2.	The Contract - General
3.	Authorised Officer
4.	Consultant’s Obligations
5.	Consultant’s Staff
6.	Contract Manager
7.	Modifications
8.	Health and Safety and other Statutory Requirements
9.	Agency
10.	Indemnity and Insurance
11.	Confidentiality
12.	Payment
13.	VAT
14.	Assignment and Sub-Contracting
15.	Legal Proceedings
16.	Local Government Ombudsman
17.	Dispute Resolution
18.	Termination
19.	Recovery of Sums Due to the Authority
20.	Notices
21.	Waiver
22.	Sustainability
23.	Advertisement

1.0	Definitions and Interpretation
The following terms have the following meanings in the Contract: -
The Authority		North York Moors National Park Authority.
Authorised Officer	the Authorised Officer referred to in Condition 3
Contract 		the Agreement for the Work made between the Authority and the Consultant
Contract Charges	the charges payable by the Authority to the Consultant for the Work
Contract Documents	the contract documents referred to in the Contract
Contract Manager	the Contract Manager referred to in Condition 6
Contract Period	the timescale to complete the Work outlined in the Contract specification
Contract Standards	
i	the standards in the Contract; and
ii	with all the skill, care and diligence to be expected of a competent Consultant and
iii	generally to the Authority’s satisfaction
Work			the Work to be provided under the Contract
Specification		the Specification forming part of the Contract 
Quotation		the Consultant's Quotation for the Work
The Contract shall be governed by English Law.
References to: -
             (a)	any Act, Order, Regulation, Statutory Instrument, etc., include any amendment or re-enactment.
             (b)	one gender include any other gender
             (c)	persons include companies
             (d)	singular includes the plural
             (e)	clauses are to clauses in the Conditions
             (f)	the Consultant's staff include the Consultant's partners, directors, employees, agents and sub- Consultants.
The Contract represents the entire agreement between the Authority and the Consultant.

2.0	The Contract - General
The Consultant shall be deemed to have ensured the accuracy of the rates and prices in the Quotation which shall cover all the Consultant’s obligations under the Contract.
The Contract Documents are mutually explanatory of one another but if there is any inconsistency between these Conditions and any provision in any other Contract Document, these Conditions shall prevail.
No deletion from, addition to, or variation of the Contract Documents shall be valid unless agreed in writing and signed by the Authority and the Consultant.
The cost of the work quoted or tendered by the Contractor shall be inclusive of all "on costs" including labour, transport, delivery, materials and all other costs which may be incurred in the provision of the works or services but is exclusive of VAT.  The cost of the work shall remain fixed unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Authority.

3.0	Authorised Officer
The Authorised Officer is the person nominated by the Authority to act on its behalf for the purposes of the Contract and may
             (a)	issue instructions to the Consultant on any matter relating to the contract; and
             (b)	appoint representatives to act upon his behalf and shall notify the Consultant of such appointment(s).

4.0	The Consultant’s Obligations
The Consultant shall complete the Work in accordance with the Contract to the Contract Standards.
The Consultant shall inform the Authorised Officer immediately if it is unable to complete the Work, or if the Consultant is aware of anything which may prevent the Consultant from complying with the Contract.
To enable the Authorised Officer to monitor the provision of the Work the Consultant authorises access by him to:
relevant records and documents held by the Consultant in connection with the Work;
the Consultant’s staff; and
technology, resources and systems used or proposed to be used in connection with the Work.
Without prejudice to the Authority’s other powers under the Contract, if the Consultant fails to complete the Contract in accordance with Condition 4, the Authority may pay another firm to provide part or all of the Work and the costs incurred may be deducted from the Contract Charges or shall be recoverable as a debt. 

5.0	Consultant’s Staff
The Consultant shall employ sufficient, adequately qualified, competent and suitable in all other respects, staff to complete the Work to the Contract Standards.
The Authorised Officer may reasonably require the Consultant in writing to remove from the provision of the Work any member of the Consultant’s staff.  The Consultant shall immediately remove such staff from the provision of the Work and provide a replacement.
The Authority shall not be liable either to the Consultant or to the staff in question in respect of any cost, expenses, liability, loss or damage occasioned by such removal and the Consultant shall indemnify the Authority in respect of any claim made.

6.0	Contract Manager
 6.1	The Consultant shall appoint a Contract Manager approved by the Authority.  Any notice, instruction or other information given to the Contract Manager shall be deemed to have been given to the Consultant.
 6.2	The Consultant shall notify the Authorised Officer in writing of the name, address and contact numbers of the Contract Manager and any deputy.

7.0	Modifications
7.1	The Authority may, without invalidating the contract, vary the quantities of work, or order an addition or other change to the Work, and any such instruction shall be valued on a fair and reasonable basis using rates in the Quotation where appropriate. The variation shall be effected at such time as may be agreed by both parties.
7.2	If the rates and prices in the Quotation are not relevant to the modification then the ascertainment of the valuation shall be on a fair and reasonable basis agreed by the parties and if agreement is not possible then either party may refer the matter to dispute resolution under Condition 18.

8.0	Health and Safety and Other Statutory Requirements
8.1	It is the Consultant’s responsibility to ensure that they comply with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and all subsequent legislation/EU Directives for the duration of the Work.  Any Consultant with more than 5 employees must submit their Health and Safety Policy document to the Authority before work commences.
8.2	Prior to commencing work, the Consultant must supply the Authority with any generic and site specific risk assessments (or method statements) relating to the Work being carried out as appropriate.
8.3	The Authority may terminate the contract if the Consultant fails to comply with the above and, following written notice, fails to remedy the failure.

9.0	Agency
9.1	The Consultant shall not represent itself as being: - 
(a)	the servant or agent of the Authority (except as may be authorised under the Contract); or
(b)	authorised to enter into any contract or other obligation on the Authority's behalf except as may be authorised under the Contract.

10.0	Indemnity and Insurance
10.1	The Consultant shall be liable for and shall indemnify the Authority against all actions, claims, damages, costs and other expenses in relation to the injury to, or death of, any person, and loss of, or damage to, any property, real or personal which is attributable to the negligent act or default of the Consultant in connection with the Work. 
10.2	The Consultant shall take out and maintain insurance against its liabilities under Condition 10.1 for the minimum sum of £5 million in respect of any one incident.
10.3	The Consultant must take out and maintain employer’s liability insurance in a minimum amount for each and every claim, act or occurrence or series of claims, acts or occurrences which complies with statutory requirements (which at the date of this Contract is £10 million). 
10.4	The Consultant must have professional indemnity insurance in an amount for each and every claim, act or occurrence or series of claims, acts or occurrences which is sufficient to cover its liabilities under this Contract. 
10.5	The Consultant shall produce and cause any sub Consultant to produce such evidence that the insurances referred to in clause 10 have been taken out and are in force for the duration of the Contract.

11.0	Confidentiality
11.1	In this clause ‘Confidential Information’ means all documents and information in whatever form disclosed or made available to the Consultant by the Authority in connection with the Contract but shall not include information which:
•	is already in the public domain; or
•	is trivial or cannot reasonably be considered to be confidential.
11.2	During and after the termination of this Contract the Authority shall require the Consultant to not disclose or divulge any Confidential Information (as defined in sub-clause 11.1) without the prior written consent of the Authority. 

12.0	Payment 
12.1.1	 PAYMENTS
An appropriate payment schedule will be agreed with the consultants at the inception meeting in line with the project milestones and delivery timescales. 
12.2	PRACTICAL COMPLETION
The Consultant shall notify the Authorised Officer upon completion so that an assessment of the Work may be carried out, which will be in the form of a final report submitted (see Section 5) and also a final meeting to discuss the findings of the work.  All work must be fully completed and in accordance with the contract specification before acceptance of the Work and final payment can be made.
12.3	PAYMENT AFTER PRACTICAL COMPLETION
Provided the Consultant shall have supplied all documentation necessary for computation of the final account the Authority shall certify payment to the Consultant of 100% of the total amount less progress payments previously made.
12.4	DEFECTS LIABILITY PERIOD
Not applicable
12.5	RELEASE OF RETENTION
Not applicable
12.6	INVOICING
The Consultant shall submit invoices in accordance with the rates quoted in the contract to the Authorised Officer, quoting the relevant order number, at an agreed interim valuation as set out at 12.1, and as soon as possible after accepted completion of the work.  The Consultant will be paid within 28 days. Except where otherwise agreed by the Authority the invoice/s will be paid by BACS and the contractor shall provide details of their bank account to the Authority.

13.0	Value Added Tax (VAT)
13.1	The Authority shall be liable to pay to the Consultant such VAT as may be properly chargeable on the Consultant in respect of the Work to the Authority (except to the extent that any such VAT or related penalties are chargeable because of the breach by the Consultant of the relevant statutory provisions).

14.0	Assignment and Sub-Contracting
14.1	The Consultant shall not:
(a)	assign the Contract in whole or in part;
(b)	sub-contract the provision of the Work in whole or in part without the previous written consent of the Authorised Officer which shall not relieve the Consultant from any liability under the Contract.  The Consultant shall be responsible for the acts, defaults or neglect of any sub-Consultants, as if they were the acts, defaults or neglect of the Consultant.

15.0	Legal Proceedings
15.1	The Consultant shall notify the Authorised Officer of any accident, damage, claim or breach of any statutory provision relating to the Work as soon as reasonably possible after becoming aware of such matter.
15.2	If required by the Authorised Officer, the Consultant shall provide relevant information and assistance in connection with any legal inquiry, arbitration, court proceedings or internal disciplinary proceedings relating to the Work and if required shall give evidence in such inquiries or proceedings or hearings.

16.0	Local Government Ombudsman
16.1	The Consultant should note that if a complaint is made to the Authority by a third party relating to the Service, the Local Government Ombudsman has the power to investigate such complaint and the Authority requires the Consultant fully to co-operate in such investigation. If the Authority is found guilty of maladministration or injustice by the Local Government Ombudsman because of the act or default of the Consultant the Consultant shall indemnify the Authority in respect of the costs arising from such maladministration or injustice.

17.0	Dispute Resolution
17.1	If any unsettled dispute or difference shall arise in connection with the contract, such dispute or difference shall be referred for determination to a single arbitrator agreed upon by the parties or, in default of agreement, the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.
17.2	The decision of such arbitrator shall be final and binding on both parties, and the costs incurred in the engagement of any arbitration process shall be borne in equal shares by the Authority and Consultant.

18.0	Termination
18.1	If the Consultant:-
(a)	has offered any gift or consideration of any kind as an inducement or disincentive for doing anything in respect of this contract or any other contract with the Authority; or
(b)	has committed an offence under the Prevention of Corruption Acts 1889 to 1916; or
(c)	becomes bankrupt; or
(d)	has a receiving order made against it; or
(e)	presents its petition in bankruptcy; or
(f)	is subject to a winding up order; or
(g)	has a receiver appointed; or
(h)	is in persistent and/or material breach of contract (by failure to achieve the Contract Standards or otherwise); or
(i)	changes its composition on staffing so as seriously to affect its ability to provide the Work; or
(j)	fails to comply with the obligations set out in condition 8
then the Authority may terminate the Contract immediately and recover its losses resulting from such termination under Condition 18.3 below.
18.2	The Authority has relied on the information provided by the Consultant contained in the Quotation and any material misrepresentation contained in the Quotation shall entitle the Authority to rescind or terminate this Contract at its option.
18.3	If the Contract is terminated or rescinded under Condition 18.1 or 18.2, the Authority shall:
(a)	cease to be under any obligation to pay the Contract Charges until the costs of the termination have been calculated and provided such calculation then shows an amount due to the Consultant;
(b)	be entitled to use an alternative Consultant to undertake the Work or to complete the Work itself;
(c)	be entitled, in respect of any costs directly resulting from the termination of the Contract, to deduct them from any amount which would have been due to the Consultant under this or any other contract with the Consultant or to recover them from the Consultant as a debt.  Such costs shall include the reasonable costs of the Authority in terminating the Contract and making alternative arrangements for the Work;
(d)	when the total costs, resulting from the termination of the Contract have been calculated and after taking into account any deduction made by the Authority from any sum which would (but for (a) above) have been due to the Consultant, be entitled to any balance due to the Authority which shall be recoverable as a debt, or alternatively the Authority, subject to Condition 20, shall pay to the Consultant any balance due.
18.4	The rights of the Authority under Condition 18 are in addition to and without prejudice to any other rights or remedies the Authority may have whether against the Consultant directly or pursuant to any guarantee or indemnity.

19.0	Recovery of Sums Due to the Authority
19.1	If any amount is payable by the Consultant to the Authority they may be deducted from the Contract Charges or any amount payable under any other contract with the Authority.

20.0	Notices
20.1	Notices under the Contract must be in writing and may be served by either fax, personal delivery or recorded delivery to the addresses referred to in the Contract.

21.0	Waiver
21.1	Failure by the Authority to enforce the provisions of the Contract shall not be construed as a waiver of or as creating an estoppel in connection with any such provision and shall not affect the validity of the Contract or the right of the Authority to enforce any provision in the Contract.

22.0	Sustainability
22.1	In providing the Service the Consultant shall meet such sustainability requirements as are set out in the Schedule.
22.2	The Consultant shall comply with the provisions of any environmental policy operated by the Consultant which has been approved by the Authority and relates to the Service.
22.3	The Authority shall monitor compliance with this clause. 
22.4	Throughout the Term the Consultant shall make all reasonable endeavours to reduce any negative impact on the environment caused by the Service.  If during the Term the Consultant wishes to change any of the materials, technologies or working practices used in connection with the Service, the Consultant shall notify the Authority detailing the changes, any possible impact on the Contract Charges or the Contract Standards and must also include an evaluation of the environmental impact of the proposed changes.  If the Authority agrees to the variation the Consultant shall implement the changes in accordance with the provisions of Clause 7.  Any such changes proposed by the Consultant must include an evaluation of the environmental impact of the proposed changes.

23.0	Advertisement
Not applicable

24.0	Freedom of Information
24.1	In accordance with Freedom of Information Act 2000, public organisations must respond within 20 working days to written requests for information from anyone. The information requested must be supplied unless it falls into specified categories of information which include: confidential, personal, trade secret, or information which would or would be likely to prejudice the Contractor’s or the Authority’s commercial interests. These categories are exemptions under which information need not be disclosed.
24.2	It will be the Contractor’s responsibility to state in their Quotation submission any information which they regard as confidential, personal information, trade secret or may  prejudice their commercial interests and to discuss this with the Authority prior to submission.
24.3	Contractors are advised that information which falls into the Authority’s agreed interpretation of the legal definition of confidentiality, personal information, trade secret or prejudice to their commercial interests may still have to be disclosed in some circumstances. For example, if there were very strong public interest reasons for disclosure, the Authority may have to disclose trade secrets, or information that would, or would be likely to prejudice their commercial interests. The Authority may be forced to make information public as a result of an appeal by a member of the public against the initial decision not to reveal information. The public can appeal through the Authority’s internal complaints procedure and ultimately to The Information Commissioner’s Office, the government organisation responsible for enforcing the Act.
24.4	The Contractor will also need to provide with their quotation submission a contact within their company to ensure that should the Authority need to consult on an information request this can happen promptly.  If the Authority is unable to contact anyone to consult it may be necessary to release the information anyway to ensure that the Authority remains within the 20 working days deadline. 


6. APPENDICES
Appendix 1 – map of Linking Levisham project area (2,879ha)
[image: ]
Appendix 2 – map of Wild Newtondale project area (458ha)
[image: A map of a forest

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
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