
Rosedale 
Bank Top

A short walk around the iconic 
Bank Top Kilns – birthplace of 

the Rosedale ironstone 
industry

Getting here
Moorbus serves 
Rosedale – moorsbus.org

Length
1 mile (1.6km)

Time
30min

Start/finish
Bank Top, YO18 8SE

SE 721 947

Map
Ordnance Survey OL26

Refreshments
Rosedale Abbey
Toilets
Rosedale Abbey

Suitability
The industrial 
remains are fragile 

and dangerous – please 
keep off stones and walls 
for your own safety.

This walk is suitable 
for wheelchairs 

(with help) and mobility 
scooters.

Please keep dogs 
on short leads at all 

times to protect ground-
nesting birds, wildlife and 
sheep.

1  Start in the car park at Bank Top (Chimney 
Bank). Moorsbus serves Rosedale Abbey 
village, but you will have to walk to the start 
point from there (1 mile, very steep).

2  Follow the path to the kilns, taking in the 
information panels on the way.

3  Go past the kilns towards the cottages, 
until the path meets the access track for 
the cottages. Turn sharp left back along this 
access track.

4  Walk along the access track until you meet 
the road, then turn left down the hill back 
towards the car park. Please take care on the 
road.

1

2

3

4

Crown copyright and database rights 2020. Ordnance Survey 100021930



1  Cottages
Four of the original sixteen 
cottages still remain. The 
ironstone boom also meant 
an explosion in the population 
of Rosedale, climbing from 
around 500 to nearly 3,000 at 
its peak.
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4  Spoil heaps
Notice the landscape immediately around 
the kilns, of lumps and bumps, and reddish-
coloured earth turned up by the rabbits – 
these are spoil and waste heaps, gradually 
being softened by nature.

In 1853 two local 
ironstone exporters 
spotted a curious 
stone being used to 
mend the roads here. 
They recognised it as 
ironstone, which turned 
out to be so remarkably 
rich in iron that it 
attracted a magnet. 
The discovery sparked 
an ironstone rush that 
dominated this valley 
for the next 75 years. 
Initially the mined stone 
was taken to Pickering 
by horse and cart, but 
to scale up production 
and avoid damage to 
the local roads a 12-mile 
railway to Battersby was 
built across the moors. 
Giant kilns processed 
the ironstone on site, 
while cottages and other 
buildings sprang up. By 
1930 the mines and 
railway were defunct, 
but much still remains 
to be seen at Bank 
Top, including the 
iconic kiln ruins.

Exploring 
Rosedale 
Bank Top

2  Engine shed
The remains of Bank Top’s engine 
shed alongside the track include 
the hollows, which were the 
inspection pits for the locomotives, 
and the concrete platform on 
the hillside above, which was the 
base for a crane. The shed was 
demolished around 1937 and the 
stone re-used to build Hutton le 
Hole village hall.

3  Railway sleepers
You can still make out the traces 
of the original railway sleepers. 
From here, the Rosedale Railway 
travelled high across the moor, 
behind the Lion Inn and on to 
Ingleby Incline, where wagons 
were lowered down a 1:5 incline on 
a steel cable for nearly a mile.  

5  Kilns
These giant kilns were built to process the 
ironstone before onward transport. The kilns were 
built in two sets of four – the sloping join line in 
the centre shows the left-hand set was built first. 
Steel supports were installed in 2019 to reinforce 
the back wall, which is all that remains to illustrate 
the original height of the structure.

6  Incline
Just across the road from the car park 
is an impressive view down the former 
tramway incline, used to haul ironstone 
up from the mines near the valley floor. 
The system was powered by an engine 
house at the top, whose chimney – 
demolished in 1972 – gave ‘Chimney 
Bank’ its local name.

Find out more 
about the Land of 

Iron – visit Rosedale 
Church and The 

Moors National Park 
Centre, Danby


