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Hidden Gems
OF THE  

NORTH YORK  
MOORS The North York Moors 

is packed full of hidden 
gems – special unique 
places, tucked away 
and off the beaten track 
but once uncovered 
reveal a treasure trove 
of delights that reward 
even the most curious 
traveller.

St Mary’s Church Lastingham -  
a few miles from Hutton-le-Hole
The atmospheric 11th century crypt, built 
on the site of a 7th century monastery 
by its first Abbot, the Anglo Saxon St 
Cedd of Lindisfarne is well worth a visit. 
Cedd is commemorated among the 
crypt’s ancient stone crosses and carved 
columns, where you’ll feel a palpable 
sense of history as you descend the 
stone steps in the half-light beneath the 
present-day church. In 1078 Stephen, 
the abbot of nearby Whitby Abbey, got 
permission from William the Conqueror 
to restore the monastery at Lastingham. 
Stephen’s abbey was never finished 
but his early work became the basis for 
today’s church and is one of the most 
impressive pieces of early Norman 
architecture in England. Afterwards head 
over the road to The Blacksmith’s Arms, a 
cosy English village pub. 

Glistening waterfalls - close to 
the village of Goathland
From the village of Goathland (where 
you can arrive by vintage steam train), 
take the 5km circular walk to see the 
tumbling waterfall of Mallyan Spout and 
further on, Thomason Foss. The path 
from the village descends into a wooded 
ravine where a scramble will be rewarded 
with a refreshing spray from this high 
waterfall. Then return to the path through 
the wooded valley bottom to the tiny 
hamlet of Beck Hole to see the stunning 
Thomason Foss waterfall. Pass by one of 
England’s quirkiest small pubs, Birch Hall 
Inn. You can continue your walk onto the 
village of Goathland on the old railway 
line. Walk pdf available
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Young Ralph’s Cross - on the side of 
the road on Blakey Ridge
The North York Moors is home to hundreds of 
wayside stone crosses and ancient boundary 
stones. Young Ralph’s Cross is probably one of 
the most famous. Ralph was a guide to the nuns 
at the Cistercian Priory of Rosedale when they 
needed to journey across the moors. Today his 
cross is not exactly hidden; it’s easy to spot on 
the roadside high up on Blakey Ridge, where 
you’ll be rewarded with a fantastic view of the 
North York Moors. Continue along the ridge to 
the iconic Lion Inn, a warm and cosy pub, and the 
highest in the North York Moors National Park. 

Old St Stephen’s Church, Fylingdales - 
above the village of Robin Hood’s Bay
This handsome disused church, built in 
1821, is as interesting inside as it is outside. 
A fishermen’s church watching over the 
bay below, its gravestones cling in rows to 
the steep hillside and recall the tragedies 
of seafaring families. Inside, its three-deck 
preaching pulpit dominates; sit in a box pew 
and imagine families keeping warm as they 
listened and longed to see loved ones return. 
The maidens’ garlands, used like crowns in 
funeral processions of young unwed women, 
make a poignant and rare display. Elsewhere 
throughout the church are the memorial 
reminders of shipwrecks and loss at sea. 
Afterwards, head down into Robin Hood’s Bay 
for fish and chips, and then a pint of ale, looking 
out from the Bay Hotel. 



Lealholm Stepping Stones - mid-
way along the Esk Valley Railway
The beautiful village of Lealholm, on the 
banks of the River Esk, grew around the 
river crossing and today you can still 
cross on foot by following the stepping 
stones or over the old bridge. It’s a pattern 
along this valley, as stepping stones and 
bridges at Lealholm, Glaisdale and Egton 
Bridge, mark important crossing points 
that have been used for centuries for 
trade and travel. When you’ve wandered 
the old pathways and criss-crossed the 
river, call in at the 18th century Board Inn 
in Lealholm, where you can enjoy locally 
produced food, beers and cider. (You can 
even get here by train on the Esk Valley 
Railway from Whitby or Grosmost). Walk 
pdf available.

Hayburn Wyke - just along the 
coast south of Robin Hood’s Bay
Discover one of the North York Moors 
coastal gems, the wooded valley of 
Hayburn Wyke reaches down to a 
magnificent rocky cove with two tumbling 
waterfalls and giant boulders. You can 
incorporate a visit to Hayburn Wyke into 
a 4km circular nature walk which also 
includes a stretch of the Cleveland Way 
National Trail. Soak up the sounds of 
birds as you descend through woodlands 
and look out for marine mammals, such 
as grey seals. The 18th century Hayburn 
Wyke Inn, set in woodland and close to 
the coast is the start and end of this walk - 
a perfect place to enjoy great food served 
with a Yorkshire ale. Walk pdf available.

Pickering Church wall paintings - 
in the market town of Pickering
Pickering is the start of the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway; a lovely market 
town and great base to discover the 
south of the North York Moors National 
Park. If historic art is your thing, then a 
brief deviation into St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church will delight. The paintings, hidden 
until rediscovered in the 19th century are 
over 500 years old. They tell the stories 
of the lives of saints from England, across 
Europe to the eastern Mediterranean 
and show how well connected this quiet 
market town was to the rest of the world. 
Afterwards, contemplate these wonderful 
creations and their survival over a meal 
at the White Swan Inn just down the hill - 
Sunday lunch is one of their specialities. 

Falling Foss - just inland from 
Robin Hood’s Bay
For a magical woodland walk take the 
trail on this 3.2km circular walk, passing 
through an idyllic woodland tea garden, 
a Hermitage and the 9m Falling Foss 
waterfall, before returning alongside the 
babbling May Beck. It’s a lovely dappled 
shady walk in spring and spectacular 
in autumn when the woodland colours 
are at their best. Make sure to call in at 
the enchanting Falling Foss Tea Garden, 
found in the beautifully sited woodland 
cottage of Midge Hall. Once an isolated 
gamekeeper’s cottage, its back garden 
has been serving tea and cake since the 
1930s. Find out more about its history 
over tea and cakes. Walk pdf available.
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	Our destination map includes the main towns and villages and key transport hubs. It also has many of the ‘must see’ places to visit, as well as the hidden gems. You’ll also find a helpful table giving the distance between many of the key towns and villages to help you plan your own itineraries.
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	Whether you need accommodation for a couple of nights or a week we have options to meet all your needs. The North York Moors has a generous supply of inns with rooms, farmhouse B&Bs and self-catering holiday cottages. For something special, there are boutique to luxury spa hotels and several glamping options. We can help you find somewhere to stay in the North York Moors, whatever style of accommodation your customers require, and you’ll be guaranteed a warm welcome. Many of our accommodation providers are 
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	The North York Moors is easily accessible from Europe. P&O Ferries operate an extensive service to Hull from Rotterdam. DFDS Seaways also operate ferries between Newcastle and Amsterdam. Both Hull and Newcastle are around a 90-minute drive to the North York Moors. Both also have train connections to Malton and Scarborough or Whitby, respectively. Alternatively, you can take a train from London to York (in around 2 hours) for onward travel to the North York Moors by bus or car hire. 
	Getting around the North York 
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	Once your customers have arrived there are several options for taking the train or local bus services, many serve the main towns and villages. 
	By train, the North Yorkshire Moors Railway offers a journey-back-in-time from Pickering to Whitby, through Newton Dale Gorge to Grosmont and along the pretty Esk Valley where it emerges at the sea. Voted the country’s most popular heritage railway. 
	By bus, as well as connecting many of the small villages and towns the bus services pass through stunning countryside. Daily services include the Coastliner (Whitby to York), as well as the convenient coastal service between Guisborough and Scarborough, and an inland service from Helmsley to Scarborough. 
	By car, your customers will be able to explore the quieter roads. They are narrower and shared with other users - walkers, cyclists and sometimes sheep! Several villages have car parks.
	On foot and by bike, walking and cycling are fantastic ways to experience the North York Moors National Park. There are plenty of day walks, circular and long distance walks offering through hikes, including the 175 km Cleveland Way National Trail. The ‘Moor to Sea Cycleway Network’ offers a stunning series of moorland loops, sections of off-road Cinder Track (former railway lines), quiet woodland tracks and bridleways of between 12 and 31km. Or for a long distance challenge, the North York Moors Cycleway o
	Eating in the North York Moors
	The North York Moors is not short of locally sourced, seasonal produce, cultivated by committed growers and brought to you by passionate producers. You’ll find a wide choice of cafés serving lunches and amazing cakes, as well as food served in cosy pubs in front of blazing fires, through to fine dining options. Our itineraries give a few suggestions but for even more inspiration check out the 
	Taste
	Taste
	 of the
	 North York 
	Moors

	.
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	YORK MOORS


	Soak up the views
	Soak up the views
	Take in the awe inspiring, spectacular scenery of the North York Moors. Dramatic coastline and sweeping moorland views, breath-taking natural lakes, and wide-open star-filled skies - allow time to stand still whilst you savour this unique landscape. Go ‘on top of the world’ as you take in the big skies and open panoramas. With a lake view described as “England’s Finest”, the North York Moors provides an unmissable experience, like no other.  
	For more on 
	For more on 
	amazing views … by day and nigh

	t
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	Encounter the landscape on two feet
	Encounter the landscape on two feet
	Walking here is all about fresh air, huge skies, and a chance to get close to wildlife local to the area. A great way to discover the history embedded in the landscape, from ancient monks’ trods, to legendary stone crosses and boundary stones. , a 175 km long route through dramatic coastline and heather moorland guides you through the North York Moors on foot. The route can be taken as day walks, longer hikes or with an organised group. 
	The Cleveland Way National 
	The Cleveland Way National 
	Trail


	Several baggage transfer companies and 
	Several baggage transfer companies and 
	Several baggage transfer companies and 
	walking holiday companies operate on the 
	Cleveland Way
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	Centuries of English History
	Centuries of English History
	Explore the North York Moors to uncover the centuries of English history that lie beneath your feet and before your eyes; discover fascinating stories of a land with an important past. From  reflecting nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial, and romantic history, magnificent castles dating back 900 years to fine historic houses and 18th century atmospheric coastal towns and villages, such as Whitby, Robin Hood’s Bay or Staithes. There is even a magical  to take you on your North York Moors historical j
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	heritage 
	steam railway
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	Wildlife spotting
	Wildlife spotting
	The landscapes of North York Moors offer an abundance of opportunities for  and enjoying local flora and fauna. Whatever the , there is something unique to see - head to the coast to see kittiwakes, razorbills, and puffins at and. Look out for seal pups along the coast in June or November, while September is the best time to venture out to sea for some minke whale watching. Further inland, discover wildflower meadows and colourful heather moorland buzzing with insects, bees, and butterflies. 
	wildlife spotting
	wildlife spotting

	season
	season

	RSPB reserve at Bempton 
	RSPB reserve at Bempton 

	 
	Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve at 
	Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve at 
	Flamborough


	Boat trips to see seal, whales and dolphins (at the right time of year) can be taken from Whitby and Staithes

	Uncover the geology of The Jurassic Coast 
	Uncover the geology of The Jurassic Coast 
	Explore the renowned coastline that regularly attracts amateur and professional geologists from all over the world. This unspoilt coastline has footprints and fossils from the Jurassic Age in the rocks at the water's edge, making it a rich fossil hunting location. The perfect place to seek your very own prehistoric souvenir, and one of the few places in the world to find it, the area’s most well-known stone; black jet, formed from the remains of Jurassic monkey puzzle trees and made famous by Queen Victoria
	Any of the coastline along this 40 km stretch are worth a visit, but the beaches around Runswick Bay and Robin Hood’s Bay are especially rewarding for amateur geologists to explore.  Or join one of  fossil hunt or foraging walks.
	Hidden 
	Hidden 
	Horizon’s
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	Explore traditional market towns and villages 
	Explore traditional market towns and villages 
	The North York Moors is home to several thriving market towns and picturesque villages; centres of local life and community, where a friendly welcome awaits you. Located on the coast are Whitby, an atmospheric town overlooked by the famous cliff tops of Whitby Abbey and the timeless seaside villages of Staithes and Robin Hood’s Bay; with colourful cottages, fishing boats and harbour. Move inland to the quintessential market town of Helmsley and villages such as Hutton-le-Hole, for some local shopping and pe
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	And for a bonus...
	And for a bonus...
	And for a bonus...

	Taste the North York Moors 
	The North York Moors offers locally sourced, seasonal produce, cultivated by committed growers and made into scrumptious offerings by passionate producers. You’ll find tempting food in the best delis, farm shops & pubs, from fresh lobsters and crabs, to local breweries and heather honey from the moorland. Spend time with passionate local producers or hone your skills at one of the excellent cookery schools.
	For more on passionate food 
	For more on passionate food 
	For more on passionate food 
	producers, immersive food and 
	drink experiences and tempting 
	places to eat and drink.
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	We are happy 
	We are happy 
	We are happy 
	 
	to provide further 
	suggestions and details 
	of suppliers can be found 
	in the North York Moors 
	Supplier Directory. 
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	The North York Moors is easily accessible from Europe by ferry or train, located just a short drive from the historic English city of York.
	The North York Moors is easily accessible from Europe by ferry or train, located just a short drive from the historic English city of York.
	Take in the spectacular scenery of the North York Moors National Park and uncover centuries of England’s history and heritage. Visit ruined abbeys and ancient stone crosses, learn tales of smugglers and explorers, and marvel at stately homes and magnificent gardens. 
	Explore by car, on foot or bike and discover breath-taking colourful heather moorland, the Jurassic coastline and sandy beaches, lush rolling dales, wide open star-filled skies and charming market towns and villages.
	Experience local artists at work, unique food and drink and then relax in a friendly, cosy English pub.

	Welcome to the North York Moors – 
	Welcome to the North York Moors – 
	Welcome to the North York Moors – 
	 
	where peace and beauty awaits you.

	We have a selection of three-day to seven-day sample itineraries. These have been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free ti
	Itineraries include:
	   Highlights of the North York Moors (3 days) 
	   Coast & Countryside (5 days)
	   Heritage & History (5 days)
	   Walk Your Way Through History (5 days)
	   York and the North York Moors (7 days)
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	THE COAST AND 
	THE COAST AND 
	COUNTRYSIDE


	Images
	Our three-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and eng
	Our three-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and eng
	All products highlighted in the itineraries in BOLD are bookable in advance, all others are either payable at the attraction/venue or free of charge.
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	Take a breath of fresh air as you explore the stunning coast and spectacular countryside of the North York Moors. Step back in time with a scenic journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, discover atmospheric coastal towns and villages and majestic abbey ruins. Visit a delightful waterfall and woodland walk, enjoy the tea garden and delicious fish and chips.
	Take a breath of fresh air as you explore the stunning coast and spectacular countryside of the North York Moors. Step back in time with a scenic journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, discover atmospheric coastal towns and villages and majestic abbey ruins. Visit a delightful waterfall and woodland walk, enjoy the tea garden and delicious fish and chips.

	Figure
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	DAY ONE: Meet the locals and explore Whitby
	Arrive in comfort by car ferry, from either Rotterdam to Hull (P&O), or from Amsterdam to Newcastle (DFDS), both operate a daily service. Your onward drive is around 1 hour and 45 minutes (111km) to the atmospheric coastal town of Whitby overlooked by the famous clifftop ruins of Whitby Abbey, with its cobbled Georgian streets and unique shops clustering around a vibrant harbour and sandy beach. Your accommodation is located on the historic east side of Whitby, the 17th century White Horse & Griffin - the f
	Climb the famous 199 steps from the old town to the magnificent ruins of Whitby Abbey, where a state-of-the-art exhibition tells the tale of 3,000 years of history and how the town inspired Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Visit the Captain Cook Memorial Museum to learn how all of Cook’s famous vessels were built here. 
	Whitby is a great place for a spot of shopping; from jewellery made using local black Jet to handmade chocolates and smoked kippers. Don’t leave Whitby without trying some of the best fish and chips for miles around, perfect with a delicious Yorkshire ale, brewed in the shadow of Whitby Abbey.
	Take a twilight cruise with Whitby Coastal Cruises and glimpse the sun setting behind the historic town of Whitby.
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	DAY TWO: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	DAY TWO: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	After a relaxing breakfast, leave your car behind and take the North Yorkshire Moors Railway from Whitby Station. Step back in time with a leisurely scenic vintage train journey running along the 39km of National Park countryside from Whitby to the market town of Pickering, as it sweeps across wide open moorland. 
	Enjoy stunning views of the North York Moors National Park from your carriage before alighting at Goathland Station, featured as Hogsmeade Station in the original Harry Potter Film. After exploring the small moorland village follow the disused railway line, built by railway pioneer George Stephenson, along the 5.6km rail-trail to the village of Grosmont. At Grosmont Station explore the historic engine sheds and world’s oldest passenger railway tunnel, also built by Stephenson, before boarding the vintage tr
	INSIDER’S TIP – visit a magical waterfall: 
	Head to Beck Hole and take a walk through ancient woodlands and valleys, passing the Thomason Foss stunning waterfall, and possibly visit one of England’s quirkiest small pubs, Birch Hall Inn.
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	DAY THREE: Falling Foss and Robin Hood’s Bay
	DAY THREE: Falling Foss and Robin Hood’s Bay
	After breakfast, check out of your accommodation and take the 15-minute drive (10km) to Falling Foss, one of the North York Moors’ hidden gems.
	An opportunity to experience a magical woodland walk through an idyllic woodland passing a Hermitage and the beautiful Falling Foss Waterfall. It’s a lovely dappled shady walk in spring and spectacular in autumn when the woodland colours are at their best. Make sure to call in at the enchanting Falling Foss Tea Garden, found in the beautifully sited woodland cottage of Midge Hall. Once an isolated gamekeeper’s cottage, its back garden has been serving tea and cake since the 1930s.
	After tea and cake, take the 15-minute (9km) drive to Robin Hood’s Bay. Leave your car in the village car park and take in the stunning views before you begin the steep descent through this timeless seaside village of cobbled alleyways and tiny fishermen’s cottages, tumbling down to the sea. Pop into the Robin Hood’s Bay Museum – a small, village museum packed full of artefacts and stories of the area. The coastal scenery around the Bay is spectacular, perfect for a coastal walk or fossil hunting before enj
	INSIDER’S TIP: Go rock pooling
	Reached at low tide along the shore is Boggle Hole, great for a spot of rock pooling. Pop into The Quarterdeck Café at the YHA for coffee; take a book and sit by the wood burning stove as you listen to the sound of the waves.
	Collect your car before your return drive to Hull, approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes and be sure to arrive before final check in times (usually 19.00 but check due to seasonal timetables).

	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit, why not arrange a local guide – a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing.
	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit, why not arrange a local guide – a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing.
	Times and dates are subject to change, please check with suppliers.
	Other accommodation options are available. Day passes to the heritage attractions can be included.
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	Our five-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and enga
	Our five-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and enga
	All products highlighted in the itineraries in BOLD are bookable in advance, all others are either payable at the attraction/venue or free of charge.

	Figure
	Take a breath of fresh air as you explore the stunning coast and spectacular countryside of the North York Moors. Step back in time with a scenic journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, discover atmospheric coastal towns and villages and majestic abbey ruins. Visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries, enjoy the English tradition of afternoon tea and delicious fish and chips.
	Take a breath of fresh air as you explore the stunning coast and spectacular countryside of the North York Moors. Step back in time with a scenic journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, discover atmospheric coastal towns and villages and majestic abbey ruins. Visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries, enjoy the English tradition of afternoon tea and delicious fish and chips.

	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	DAY ONE: Meet the locals
	Arrive in comfort by car ferry, from either Rotterdam to Hull (P&O), or from Amsterdam to Newcastle (DFDS), both operate a daily service. Your onward drive is around 1 ½ hours (100km) to your North York Moors accommodation located near the village of Goathland. 
	Take time to get to know this lovely village; pop into the Goathland Tea Room for an English afternoon tea served with delicious scones, jam and cream and visit the gift shop to take home some English fudge sweets. 
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	DAY TWO: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	DAY TWO: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	After a relaxing breakfast, leave your car behind and head over to Goathland Station, featured as Hogsmeade Station in the original Harry Potter Film. Step back in time with a leisurely scenic train journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, an iconic heritage steam railway running along 39km of National Park countryside from the market town of Pickering across wide sweeps of moorland to the coastal town of Whitby. 
	Enjoy stunning views of the North York Moors National Park from your carriage before alighting at Grosmont Station, where you can see the historic engine sheds and world’s oldest passenger railway tunnel, built by railway pioneer George Stephenson.
	INSIDER’S TIP: see a waterfall: 
	Head to Beck Hole and take a walk through ancient woodlands and valleys, passing the Thomason Foss stunning waterfall, and possibly visit one of England’s quirkiest small pubs, Birch Hall Inn.
	It’s a short 30 minute (2km) walk back to the village of Goathland along George Stephenson’s original railway line.

	Figure
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	Day three: Whitby & Staithes
	Day three: Whitby & Staithes
	Take the 21 minute (17km) drive to Whitby, an atmospheric coastal town overlooked by the famous clifftop ruins of Whitby Abbey, with its cobbled Georgian streets and unique shops clustering around a vibrant harbour and sandy beach. Climb the famous 199 steps from the town to the magnificent ruins of Whitby Abbey, where a state-of-the-art exhibition tells the tale of 3,000 years of history and how the town inspired Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Visit the Captain Cook Memorial Museum to learn how all of Cook’s famou
	Whitby is a great place for a spot of shopping; from jewellery made from the local black Jet to smoked kippers, and make sure to explore some of the quieter and quirkier streets where you’ll find a selection of independent stores selling all sorts of unusual surprises. Don’t leave Whitby without trying some of the best fish and chips for miles around, perfect with a delicious Yorkshire ale, brewed in the shadows of Whitby Abbey.
	INSIDER’S TIP: take a boat trip:
	Enjoy a 3 ½ hr cruise down the coast to Robin Hood’s Bay with Whitby Coastal Cruises, perfect for wildlife spotting - you may even see some local seals.
	Take the 30-minute drive to the atmospheric fishing village of Staithes, with its traditional Coble boats in the picturesque harbour. Take time out to visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries. See local sculptor, Emma Stothard’s striking blue lobster and then follow the Staithes Illusion Trail, all painted by renowned trompe l’oeil artist and Staithes resident, Paul Czainski. Finish your day with tea and scones in the vintage café, Dotty about Vintage - sit outside with a blanket as you watch the w
	It’s a 30-minute (27km) drive home through the North York Moors National Park to your B&B.
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	DAY FOUR: Robin Hood’s Bay
	DAY FOUR: Robin Hood’s Bay
	Take the 25 minute (20km) drive to Robin Hood’s Bay and then leave your car at the village car park, taking in the stunning views before you begin the steep twisting descent through this timeless seaside village of cobbled alleyways and tiny fishermen’s cottages, tumbling down to the sea. Pop into the Robin Hood’s Bay Museum – a small, village museum packed full of artefacts and stories of the area. The coastal scenery around the Bay is spectacular, perfect for a coastal walk or fossil hunting before enjoyi
	INSIDER’S TIP: Go rock pooling
	Reached at low tide along the shore is Boggle Hole, great for a spot of rock pooling. Pop into The Quarterdeck Café at the YHA, for tea and cake; take a book and sit by the wood burning stove as you listen to the sound of the waves.
	It’s a 25-minute (20 km) drive home through the North York Moors National Park to your B&B.

	DAY FIVE: Heritage ‘must-sees’
	DAY FIVE: Heritage ‘must-sees’
	Today is your own to take in one or two of the area’s heritage ‘must-sees’, all within easy distance by car, before you return home. Our recommendations include:
	Hutton le Hole - one of the most picturesque villages in the North York Moors. A clear moorland stream tumbles through the centre of the village green. The village is home to the marvellous outdoor Ryedale Folk Museum where you can learn all about the local history. See local artisans at work and then enjoy a pint of local beer at the pub on the green.
	 

	Rievaulx Abbey - explore the impressive ruins of one of England’s most powerful Cistercian monasteries, reflecting nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial, and romantic history, since its founding in 1130. Stop by the museum to get up close to previously unseen artefacts including medieval stone carvings, chess pieces and gold coins.
	Return by car ferry from either Hull to Rotterdam or from Newcastle to Amsterdam, both are around a 1 hour and 30-minute drive from North York Moors.

	Story
	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit, why not arrange a local guide – a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing.
	Times and dates are subject to change, please check with suppliers.
	Other accommodation options are available. Day passes to the heritage attractions can be included.
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	Our five-day sample itineraries have been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the areas ‘must-sees’ and en
	Our five-day sample itineraries have been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the areas ‘must-sees’ and en
	All products highlighted in the itineraries in BOLD are bookable in advance, all others are either payable at the attraction/venue or free of charge.

	Figure
	Uncover centuries of England’s history and heritage surrounded by the spectacular scenery of the North York Moors National Park. Take a tour of England’s finest historic houses and gardens, Castle Howard. Discover friendly local towns and villages, hidden historic churches, majestic castles and abbey ruins. Visit local artists’ studios and enjoy some of the best food and drink in perfect idyllic settings.
	Uncover centuries of England’s history and heritage surrounded by the spectacular scenery of the North York Moors National Park. Take a tour of England’s finest historic houses and gardens, Castle Howard. Discover friendly local towns and villages, hidden historic churches, majestic castles and abbey ruins. Visit local artists’ studios and enjoy some of the best food and drink in perfect idyllic settings.
	 


	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	DAY ONE: Meet the locals
	Arrive in comfort by car ferry, from either Rotterdam to Hull (P&O), or from Amsterdam to Newcastle (DFDS), both operate a daily service. Your onward drive is around 1 ½ hours (89 km) to your accommodation in the North York Moors National Park – The Feathers, small Coaching Inn group, located in the heart of the market town of Helmsley.
	Take time to get to know this market town + place to eat, pub/cafe
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	DAY TWO: Castle Howard
	DAY TWO: Castle Howard
	After a relaxing breakfast, take the scenic journey by car through the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to Castle Howard, one of England’s finest historic houses and gardens.
	INSIDER’S TIP: Take a historic guided tour
	Enjoy a tour of the 18th century house, where the knowledgeable guides can lead you through the inspiring building highlighting the world-renowned collections of furniture, paintings, bronze, and china. 
	Take your time over lunch in the Boathouse Café, overlooking the Great Lake.
	The grounds here are breath-taking - the gardens have been designed on a monumental scale with over 1,000 acres to explore. You’ll find statues, lakes, temples and fountains along with an 18th century walled garden. Before you head off, pop into the estate shop to take home a memento of your holiday.
	DAY THREE: Helmsley Walled Garden & Rievaulx Abbey
	Helmsley Castle: Helmsley is a picturesque quintessential English market town on the banks of the River Rye, sheltered beneath the striking ruins of the 900-year old . Discover how the castle evolved over the centuries, from a mighty medieval fortress to a luxurious Tudor mansion, to a Civil War stronghold and a romantic Victorian ruin.
	Helmsley Castle
	Helmsley Castle


	Helmsley Walled Garden: Well worth a visit is the five-acre , North York Moors’ own ‘secret English garden’, where you can wander through 5 acres of traditional walled gardens, offering a tranquil oasis amidst an intoxicating mix of scents and colour.
	Helmsley Walled Garden
	Helmsley Walled Garden

	 

	Relax over lunch at the  beneath Victorian vines laden with grapes, before you take the scenic short walk from Helmsley onto the ruins of Rievaulx Abbey, along the signed Cleveland Way National Trail.
	Vinehouse Café
	Vinehouse Café


	Rievaulx Abbey - explore the impressive ruins of one of England’s most powerful Cistercian monasteries, reflecting nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial, and romantic history, since its founding in 1130. 
	Have dinner at one of Helmsley’s eateries or drive out to one of several lovely country pubs for dinner, such as the award winning Hare Inn at Scawton. 
	INSIDER’S TIP: See medieval artefacts
	Stop by the museum at Rievaulx Abbey to get up close to previously unseen artefacts including medieval stone carvings, chess pieces and gold coins.

	Figure
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	DAY FOUR: Hutton-le-Hole and Rosedale
	DAY FOUR: Hutton-le-Hole and Rosedale
	One of the most picturesque villages in the North York Moors. A clear moorland stream tumbles through the centre of the village green. The village is home to the marvellous outdoor Ryedale Folk Museum where you can learn all about the local history. 
	 

	Meander around the village; watch local artisans at work at Hutton-le-Hole Craft Workshops, enjoy handmade chocolates from the .
	Chocolate Factory
	Chocolate Factory


	INSIDER’S TIP: Uncover English history 
	St Mary’s Church - a few miles away from Hutton-le-Hole lies Lastingham’s St Mary’s Church, famous for its atmospheric eleventh-century crypt.
	Then onto the village of Rosedale Abbey, for lunch at a pub or café (Graze on the Green or Abbey Tearooms are both part of the North York Moors Capital of Cakes campaign) followed by a scenic walk around the village, or take one of the several tracks to get a long view of this secluded valley nestling in the high moorland.
	Call in to see glass blowing at Gillies Jones. Four hundred years ago, a group of Huguenot craftsmen practised the secret and illegal art of glass-making in Rosedale. Internationally renowned glass-makers  continue the tradition today. Visit their Rosedale Abbey workshop and gallery in the old forge and take home a unique piece of glass, inspired by the landscapes of the North York Moors.
	Stephen Gillies and Kate Jones
	Stephen Gillies and Kate Jones



	DAY FIVE: NORTH YORK MOORS ‘MUST-SEES’
	DAY FIVE: NORTH YORK MOORS ‘MUST-SEES’
	Today is your own to take in one or two of the area’s ‘must-sees’, all within easy distance by car, before you return home. Stock up on picnic treats in one of Helmsley’s enticing delis, bakeries or take away cafes.
	 
	 

	Our recommendations include:
	Sutton Bank: Take a picnic ‘on top of the world’ as you take in the big-skies and open panoramas from Sutton Bank looking over to Hood Hill or Gormire Lake, one of only two natural lakes in the North York Moors National Park, described as one of “England’s Finest” views. Hire a bike from  or take a walk on one of several well-signed routes.
	Sutton Bank 
	Sutton Bank 
	Bikes


	Ampleforth Abbey - join the Community of Benedictine monks for Mass and the Divine office, or a behind the scenes tour of the Abbey’s orchards and Cider Mill to see how Ampleforth Abbey’s famous cider and cider brandy is made.
	Return by car ferry from either Hull to Rotterdam or from Newcastle to Amsterdam, both are around a 1 hour and 30-minute drive from North York Moors.

	Story
	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit why not arrange a local guide – a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing. 
	Other accommodation options are available. Day passes to the heritage attractions can be included. 
	Times and dates are subject to change, please check with suppliers
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	Our five-day sample itineraries have been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and e
	Our five-day sample itineraries have been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. They include experiences taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast, along with free time to visit the area’s ‘must-sees’ and e
	All products highlighted in the itineraries in BOLD are bookable in advance, all others are either payable at the attraction/venue or free of charge.
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	Walking here is all about fresh air, big skies, and a chance to get close to the local wildlife. It’s a great way to explore the North York Moors National Park along with experiencing some of the areas must-sees. On your way you’ll discover atmospheric coastal towns & villages, hidden historic churches, majestic castles, and abbey ruins. Take time out to visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries, enjoy the English tradition of afternoon tea and delicious fish and chips.
	Walking here is all about fresh air, big skies, and a chance to get close to the local wildlife. It’s a great way to explore the North York Moors National Park along with experiencing some of the areas must-sees. On your way you’ll discover atmospheric coastal towns & villages, hidden historic churches, majestic castles, and abbey ruins. Take time out to visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries, enjoy the English tradition of afternoon tea and delicious fish and chips.

	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	DAY ONE: Robin’s Hood Bay
	Arrive by car ferry from either Rotterdam to Hull or from Amsterdam to Newcastle, both are around a 1 hour and 45-minute drive (100km) to your first accommodation in the North York Moors National Park, Baytown Holiday Cottages, located in Robin Hood’s Bay on the North York Moors coast. 
	Pop into the Robin Hood’s Bay Museum – a small, local village museum packed full of artefacts and stories.
	INSIDER’S TIP: Visit a fisherman’s church from 1822 overlooking the bay 
	Old St Stephen’s Church is well worth a visit to see its interior, which hasn’t changed since it was built in 1822. Look out for occasional concerts held through the year.
	Enjoy a relaxing dinner in one of the great restaurants or pubs.

	Figure
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	DAY TWO: Cleveland Way - Robin’s Hood Bay to Whitby
	DAY TWO: Cleveland Way - Robin’s Hood Bay to Whitby
	Leave the car at home today and enjoy a bite size section of the Cleveland Way National Trail, on foot and then return by public transport. Follow the trail from Robin Hood’s Bay north to Whitby, a 11.2km walk on the clifftop coastal path taking in the views and local wildlife along the way. 
	Arrive at the atmospheric coastal town of Whitby, overlooked by the famous clifftop ruins of Whitby Abbey, with its cobbled Georgian streets clustering around a vibrant harbour and sandy beach; providing inspiration for Bram Stoker’s Gothic novel Dracula. After visiting the magnificent ruins of Whitby Abbey, where a state-of-the-art exhibition tells the tale of 3,000 years of history, descend the famous 199 steps to the old town. Visit the Captain Cook Memorial Museum to learn how all of Cook’s famous vesse
	Whitby is a great place for a spot of shopping; from jewellery made from local black Jet to handmade chocolates and smoked kippers. Don’t leave Whitby without trying some of the best fish and chips for miles around, perfect with a delicious Yorkshire ale, brewed in the shadows of Whitby Abbey.
	INSIDER’S TIP: Take a boat trip
	Take a 25-minute boat trip into Whitby bay with Whitby Coastal Cruises and see this atmospheric town from the sea. 
	After exploring Whitby, head home by public transport on the regular bus service to your cottage in Robin Hood’s Bay.

	DAY THREE: Staithes village and circular walk via Port Mulgrave
	DAY THREE: Staithes village and circular walk via Port Mulgrave
	Enjoy a day exploring the atmospheric fishing village and coastal setting of Staithes, with its traditional Coble boats in the picturesque harbour – a 35-minute drive (32km) from Robin Hood’s Bay. Start with a spectacular sea view walk along the North York Moors coastline, on a 6.4km circular walk from Staithes to Port Mulgrave. On your return take time out to visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries. Look out for local sculptor, Emma Stothard’s striking blue lobster and then follow the Staithes Il
	INSIDER’S TIP: Go starry eyed
	On your drive home, stop off at Kettleness and walk to the cliff top where you’ll be rewarded with a superb dark sky vantage point where, on a clear night, you can spy up to 2,000 stars at any one time.
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	DAY FOUR: Helmsley & Rievaulx Abbey
	DAY FOUR: Helmsley & Rievaulx Abbey
	Say goodbye to the coast and take a scenic one-hour drive (60km) through the North York Moors National Park to the picturesque quintessential English market town of Helmsley. Check into your second accommodation in the North York Moors, The Feathers, a small coaching inn hotel.
	Visit the striking ruins of the 900-year old Helmsley Castle and discover how the castle evolved over the centuries, from a mighty medieval fortress to a romantic Victorian ruin.
	Then onto Helmsley Walled Garden, North York Moors’ own ‘secret English garden’, where you can wander through 5 acres of traditional walled gardens, offering a tranquil oasis amidst an intoxicating mix of scents and colour. Relax over lunch at the Vinehouse Café beneath Victorian vines laden with grapes, setting you up for the scenic 11.2km circular walk from Helmsley onto the ruins of Rievaulx Abbey – great for big sky views!
	 

	Take time to explore Rievaulx Abbey - the impressive ruins of one of England’s most powerful Cistercian monasteries, reflecting nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial, and romantic history. 
	INSIDER’S TIP: See medieval artefacts
	Stop by the Abbey’s museum to get up close to previously unseen artefacts including medieval stone carvings, chess pieces and gold coins.
	Return to your hotel in Helmsley and relax over dinner served in the restaurant. If time allows, head over to the Helmsley Brewing Company’s cosy bar to sample Striding the Riding, the official beer of the Cleveland Way National Trail.
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	DAY FIVE: Must-sees
	DAY FIVE: Must-sees
	Today is your own to take in one or two of the area’s heritage ‘must-sees’, all within easy distance by car, before you return home. Our recommendations include:
	Hutton-le-Hole - one of the most picturesque villages in the North York Moors. The village is home to the marvellous outdoor Ryedale Folk Museum where you can learn all about the local history. See local artisans at work, buy some gifts to take home and then enjoy a pint of local beer at the pub on the green. 
	Castle Howard is one of Britain’s finest historic houses, situated in the nearby Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Built over 300 years ago by Sir John Vanbrugh, discover awe-inspiring architecture, interiors, and world-renowned collections. The grounds here are breath-taking; you’ll find statues, lakes, temples, and fountains along with an 18th century walled garden. Pop into the estate shop to take home a memento of your holiday.
	Return by car ferry from either Hull to Rotterdam or from Newcastle to Amsterdam, both are around a 1 hour and 30-minute drive from the North York Moors.
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	This 7-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. It includes 2 days staying and exploring the historic City of York, followed with 5 days taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast,
	This 7-day sample itinerary has been developed using newly commissioned market research around the perfect short-break holiday for the target customer, ‘Explorers’ aged 45 years+ from near Europe, who like to experience the culture and heritage of a new English destination, full of little surprises, at a more relaxed pace. It includes 2 days staying and exploring the historic City of York, followed with 5 days taking in the beautiful surroundings of the North York Moors National Park and its stunning coast,
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	All products highlighted in the itineraries in BOLD are bookable in advance, all others are either payable at the attraction/venue or free of charge.

	Figure
	Enjoy the historic city of York - discover the best view for miles around from York Minster, a spot of shopping on the Shambles, followed by English afternoon tea in the world-famous Betty’s Tea Room. 
	Enjoy the historic city of York - discover the best view for miles around from York Minster, a spot of shopping on the Shambles, followed by English afternoon tea in the world-famous Betty’s Tea Room. 
	Take a breath of fresh air as you explore the stunning coast and spectacular countryside of the award-winning North York Moors National Park. Step back in time with a scenic journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, discover atmospheric coastal towns and villages and majestic abbey ruins. Visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries, then relax and enjoy some of the best fish and chips for miles around.
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	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	WELCOME TO THE NORTH YORK MOORS – WHERE PEACE AND BEAUTY AWAITS YOU.
	DAY ONE: Arrive in the City of York
	Arrive by car ferry from either Rotterdam to Hull or from Amsterdam to Newcastle, both are around a 1 hour and 45-minute drive to your first destination, the historic city of York. Check into your accommodation in York, Alcuin Lodge, a four-star bed & breakfast with parking, located just a short walk to the city centre.
	 

	York is a great city to explore either on foot, by hop-on-hop-off bus or river cruise, the choice is yours. Take some time to familiarise yourself with this historic city, perhaps with a walk down the iconic Shambles; the oldest shopping street in Europe or walk the city walls; the most complete and best-preserved medieval walls in England. Then step back in time with a visit to the world-famous Bettys Café Tea Rooms, founded over 100-years ago in 1919. A perfect way to end the first day of your holiday, wi

	DAY TWO: Take time to explore York
	DAY TWO: Take time to explore York
	Wake up refreshed and ready to explore the city of York, at your own pace. York has more attractions per square mile than any other city in Britain, so you’ll be spoilt for choice. To ensure you don’t miss out on any must-sees and insider secrets, here’s some of our recommendations:
	York Minster is the largest Gothic Cathedral in Northern Europe and took over 250 years to build. Climb up the 275 steps to the top of the Central Tower for the best views over York (subject to availability). Join one of the many Christian services, you may even get to experience the beautiful sound of the Minster Choir.
	York Art Gallery is home to masterpieces of both art and ceramics in the new Centre of Ceramic Art.
	Spot the L.S. Lowry’s, Turner or Hockney alongside Italian Old Masters from the 14th and 18th century. Surround yourself with some of the best ceramic art in the world, there are almost 2,000 works on display.
	The National Railway Museum is the largest railway museum in the world. With a world-class collection of locomotives from the Flying Scotsman to Mallard and Queen Victoria’s vintage carriages. Climb on board the Japanese bullet train and discover how high-speed rail travel began. 
	INSIDER’S TIP: take a river cruise
	End your day in York with a floodlit early evening cruise on the River Ouse aboard a City Cruises York boat.
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	DAY THREE: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	DAY THREE: North Yorkshire Moors Railway
	After a relaxing breakfast, it’s time to say farewell to the historic City of York as you set off on the 1 hour and 30-minute (64km) scenic drive to Goathland Station, featured as Hogsmeade Station in the original Harry Potter Film. 
	Step back in time with a leisurely scenic train journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, an iconic heritage steam railway running along 37km of North York Moors National Park countryside - from the market town of Pickering across wide sweeps of moorland to the coastal town of Whitby. 
	INSIDER’S TIP:  see a waterfall: 
	Head to Beck Hole and take a walk through ancient woodlands and valleys, passing the Thomason Foss stunning waterfall, and possibly visit one of England’s quirkiest small pubs, Birch Hall Inn.
	Enjoy the 30-minute drive (20km) to your home from home accommodation for the next four nights, Baytown Holiday Cottages, located in Robin Hood’s Bay on the North York Moors coast. A perfect spot for walking the Cleveland Way, close to wildlife and within easy access to the beach. 

	DAY FOUR: Robin Hood’s Bay
	DAY FOUR: Robin Hood’s Bay
	Spend your day at your own pace exploring Robin Hood’s Bay, a timeless seaside village of cobbled alleyways and tiny fishermen’s cottages tumbling down to the sea. In the 18th century this picturesque village had a well-earned reputation for smuggling – with almost every house having secret hiding places and tunnels linking many of the dwellings. 
	Pop into the Robin Hood’s Bay Museum – a small, village museum packed full of artefacts and stories of the area. The coastal scenery around the Bay is spectacular, perfect for a coastal walk or fossil hunting before enjoying a pint of local ale in a village pub. 
	INSIDER’S TIP: go rock pooling
	Reached at low tide along the shore is Boggle Hole is great for a spot of rock pooling. Pop into The Quarterdeck Café at the YHA for tea and cake; take a book and sit by the wood burning stove as you listen to the sound of the waves.
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	DAY FIVE: Whitby & Staithes 
	DAY FIVE: Whitby & Staithes 
	Take the 15-minute (8km) drive to Whitby, an atmospheric coastal town overlooked by the famous clifftop ruins of Whitby Abbey, with its cobbled Georgian streets and unique shops clustering around a vibrant harbour and sandy beach. Climb the famous 199 steps from the town to the magnificent ruins of Whitby Abbey, where a state-of-the-art exhibition tells the tale of 3,000 years of history and how the town inspired Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Visit the Captain Cook Memorial Museum to learn how all of Cook’s famous
	Whitby is a great place for a spot of shopping; from jewellery made from the local black Jet to handmade chocolates and smoked kippers. Don’t leave Whitby without trying some of the best fish and chips for miles around, perfect with a delicious Yorkshire ale, brewed in the shadows of Whitby Abbey.
	Then onto the atmospheric fishing village of Staithes, a 30-minute drive (17km) - with its traditional Coble boats in the picturesque harbour. Visit local artists’ studios and unique galleries. See local sculptor, Emma Stothard’s striking blue lobster and then follow the Staithes Illusion Trail, all painted by renowned trompe l’oeil artist and Staithes resident, Paul Czainski. Finish your day with tea and scones in the vintage café, Dotty about Vintage - sit outside with a blanket as you watch the world go 
	INSIDER’S TIP: Go starry eyed
	On your drive home, stop off at Kettleness and walk to the cliff top where you’ll be rewarded with a superb dark sky vantage point where, on a clear night, you can spy up to 2,000 stars at any one time.
	It’s a 25-minute (12km) drive back to your holiday cottage.

	Figure
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	DAY SIX: Hutton-le-Hole and Rosedale 
	DAY SIX: Hutton-le-Hole and Rosedale 
	Take the 55-minute drive (53km) through the North York Moors National Park to Hutton-le-Hole. One of the most picturesque villages in the North York Moors with its clear moorland stream tumbling through the centre of the village green. It’s home to the marvellous outdoor Ryedale Folk Museum where you can learn all about the local history and its people. Meander around the village; watch local artisans at work at Hutton-le-Hole Craft Workshops and then stop off for some handmade chocolates from the Chocolate
	INSIDER’S TIP: Uncover English history 
	St Mary’s Church - a few kilometres from Hutton le Hole lies Lastingham’s St Mary’s Church, well worth a visit to see its atmospheric eleventh-century crypt.
	It’s a 10-minute (7km) short drive onto the village of Rosedale Abbey, a quiet village providing scenic walks. Take one of the several tracks to get a long view of this secluded valley nestling in the high moorland. 
	Call in to see glass blowing at Gillies Jones. Four hundred years ago, a group of Huguenot craftsmen practised the secret and illegal art of glassmaking in the village of Rosedale. Internationally renowned glass-makers Stephen Gillies and Kate Jones continue the tradition today. Visit their Rosedale Abbey workshop and gallery in the old forge and take home a unique piece of glass, inspired by the landscapes of the North York Moors.
	Then reward yourself with a delicious cake at Graze on the Green – the North York Moors is Britain’s capital of cakes! Robin Hood’s Bay is a scenic 45-minute drive home to your cottage.

	Figure
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	DAY SEVEN: Heritage ‘Must Sees’
	DAY SEVEN: Heritage ‘Must Sees’
	Today is your own to take in a few more of the area’s ‘must-sees’ - all within a short drive of each other, before you return journey home. Our recommendations include:
	Helmsley: A picturesque quintessential English market town on the banks of the River Rye, sheltered beneath the striking ruins of the 900-year old Helmsley Castle. Discover how the castle evolved over the centuries, from a mighty medieval fortress to a luxurious Tudor mansion, to a Civil War stronghold and a romantic Victorian ruin. Well worth a visit is the five-acre Helmsley Walled Garden, North York Moors’ own ‘secret English garden’, where you can wander through 5 acres of traditional walled gardens, of
	Rievaulx Abbey: ‘Everywhere peace, everywhere serenity, and a marvellous freedom from the tumult of the world’. This description of Rievaulx Abbey by Aeldred, the monastery’s saintly 12th century abbot, still resonates with visitors today. Now looked after by English Heritage, take time out to explore the impressive ruins of one of England’s most powerful Cistercian monasteries, reflecting nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial and romantic history, since its founding in 1130. 
	Sutton Bank: Take a picnic ‘on top of the world’ as you take in the big-skies and open panoramas from Sutton Bank looking over to Hood Hill or Gormire Lake, one of only two natural lakes in the North York Moors National Park, described as one of “England’s Finest” views. Hire a bike from Sutton Bank Bikes or take a walk on one of several well-signed routes.
	Return by car ferry from either Hull to Rotterdam or from Newcastle to Amsterdam, both are around a 1 hour and 45-minute drive from the North York Moors.

	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit why not arrange a local guide - a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing. 
	To find out even more about the local culture of the places you visit why not arrange a local guide - a list of guides can be found in the Supplier Listing. 
	Other accommodation options are available. Day passes to the heritage attractions can be included. 
	Times and dates are subject to change, please check with suppliers.
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	Walking
	Walking
	Walking

	COUNTRY
	COUNTRY


	 
	 
	England offers idyllic 
	walking; diverse 
	landscapes, high quality 
	way-marked routes and to 
	walk in England is to walk 
	into history. Landscapes are 
	rich in heritage, buildings 
	and nature and have been 
	inspiring artists, writers 
	and makers for centuries. 
	Many walks pass through 
	interesting villages and 
	towns, often well-served by 
	a range of accommodation. 
	And of course, there can be 
	no better reward after all 
	that fresh air and exercise, 
	than enjoying a well-
	earned pint and a meal in a 
	traditional English inn.

	The North York Moors offers all the essentials of England and it is easily accessible from Europe by ferry or train, located just a short drive from the historic English city of York
	Take in the spectacular scenery of the North York Moors National Park and uncover centuries of history marked on the landscape; great ruined abbeys rise out of tranquil valleys, ancient monks’ trods criss-cross the moorlands and stone crosses and boundary stones litter the way-sides. The walking here is all about big skies and a chance to get close to the wildlife local to the area. Let your feet take you on a journey of discovery; breath-taking colourful heather moorland, the Jurassic coastline and sandy b
	Your guests will experience a Yorkshire welcome in a local inn, B&B or self-catering accommodation; enjoy wonderful local food and drink and relax in one of many friendly, cosy pubs.
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	Types of walking on offer
	Types of walking on offer
	The diversity of walking on offer means that we can cater for the distance hiker, avid day walker, a gentle amble into history or mindful meander on beaches, through meadow or woodland. Easy access walks are also available. These are usually short, on the level and suitable for wheelchairs and scooters making accessibility holidays a real option in the North York Moors.
	Distance hiking – long distance walkers are richly catered for with a selection of trails and longer routes. 
	Take up the challenge of the national park’s flagship walk, the 175km , running from the market town of Helmsley, in the heart of the North York Moors, all the way out to the coast before following the clifftop coastline. Walkers are rewarded by spectacular views at every turn, from traditional fishing villages to sheltered coves, and sightings of cormorants, gannets and other seabirds. The national trails are well maintained and signed, using the acorn symbol along the route.
	Cleveland 
	Cleveland 
	Way National Trail


	Thousands of people walk the iconic Coast to Coast (Cumbria to the North York Moors) every year. The 308km walking route runs from one coast of England to the other. It was devised by British fell walker and writer Alfred Wainwright, most famous for his Lake District guides. The trail starts on the Irish Sea and passes through three national parks, the Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales and the North York Moors finishing at the lovely old fishing village of Robin Hood’s Bay on the North Sea. Why not add ext
	Other long distance hikes in the North York Moors include:
	   Esk Valley Walk – 60km
	   Tabular Hills Walk – 77km
	   St Hilda’s Way – 69km
	For more details on  in the North York Moors.
	long distance walks
	long distance walks


	Day walks – for a programme of day walks, there are a number of highly recommended  along stretches of the Cleveland Way. Or this collection of  ranging from 5-11km offer access to some of the finest countryside. Often a number of day walks can be taken from or close by a single accommodation base. We are happy to offer suggestions for building your own itinerary or day walks.
	shorter circular routes
	shorter circular routes

	six classic walks
	six classic walks


	Gentle walks into history - our sample 5-day itinerary ‘Walking your way through history’ offers an active way of experiencing the heritage of the North York Moors; with suggestions for ‘must sees’ and hidden gems along the way. 
	If you’d prefer to offer your clients guided walks there are also a number of local and national operators who not only take care of all the route planning and way-guiding but they will also give the insider view on wildlife, fascinating history, myths, legends and folklore or foraging. 
	Walking for wellbeing – walking and mindfulness go hand-in-hand and offer a perfect tonic for a safe but nourishing emergence from lock-down. There are a number of providers that offer socially distanced walks for wellbeing, whether it’s mindfulness, forest bathing or Nordic walking. Details can be provided.
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	If you plan your own walking itineraries and contract directly, you will find a number of walking specialists and luggage carriers in the North York Moors Supplier Directory. For route planning the daily updated  may also be helpful. If you prefer to work with a ground handler, there are a number of options for local and national companies able to respond, Details can be provided.
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	A network of businesses have signed up to the North York Moors’ walking friendly initiative, making it easy for you to find suppliers that will welcome your walking clients and be useful for new product development. Accommodation providers offer facilities such as boot cleaning kit, storage and drying facilities. They also have maps and walking books available to borrow and can point out great local routes and insider tips. Food and drink is an essential part of the walking experience and knowing that your 
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	is packed full of hidden 
	gems – special unique 
	places, tucked away 
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	but once uncovered 
	reveal a treasure trove 
	of delights that reward 
	even the most curious 
	traveller.
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	St Mary’s Church Lastingham - a few miles from Hutton-le-Hole
	St Mary’s Church Lastingham - a few miles from Hutton-le-Hole
	 

	The atmospheric 11th century crypt, built on the site of a 7th century monastery by its first Abbot, the Anglo Saxon St Cedd of Lindisfarne is well worth a visit. Cedd is commemorated among the crypt’s ancient stone crosses and carved columns, where you’ll feel a palpable sense of history as you descend the stone steps in the half-light beneath the present-day church. In 1078 Stephen, the abbot of nearby Whitby Abbey, got permission from William the Conqueror to restore the monastery at Lastingham. Stephen’
	Glistening waterfalls - close to the village of Goathland
	From the village of Goathland (where you can arrive by vintage steam train), take the 5km circular walk to see the tumbling waterfall of Mallyan Spout and further on, Thomason Foss. The path from the village descends into a wooded ravine where a scramble will be rewarded with a refreshing spray from this high waterfall. Then return to the path through the wooded valley bottom to the tiny hamlet of Beck Hole to see the stunning Thomason Foss waterfall. Pass by one of England’s quirkiest small pubs, Birch Hal
	Young Ralph’s Cross - on the side of the road on Blakey Ridge
	The North York Moors is home to hundreds of wayside stone crosses and ancient boundary stones. Young Ralph’s Cross is probably one of the most famous. Ralph was a guide to the nuns at the Cistercian Priory of Rosedale when they needed to journey across the moors. Today his cross is not exactly hidden; it’s easy to spot on the roadside high up on Blakey Ridge, where you’ll be rewarded with a fantastic view of the North York Moors. Continue along the ridge to the iconic Lion Inn, a warm and cosy pub, and the 
	Old St Stephen’s Church, Fylingdales - above the village of Robin Hood’s Bay
	This handsome disused church, built in 1821, is as interesting inside as it is outside. A fishermen’s church watching over the bay below, its gravestones cling in rows to the steep hillside and recall the tragedies of seafaring families. Inside, its three-deck preaching pulpit dominates; sit in a box pew and imagine families keeping warm as they listened and longed to see loved ones return. The maidens’ garlands, used like crowns in funeral processions of young unwed women, make a poignant and rare display.
	Lealholm Stepping Stones - mid-way along the Esk Valley Railway
	The beautiful village of Lealholm, on the banks of the River Esk, grew around the river crossing and today you can still cross on foot by following the stepping stones or over the old bridge. It’s a pattern along this valley, as stepping stones and bridges at Lealholm, Glaisdale and Egton Bridge, mark important crossing points that have been used for centuries for trade and travel. When you’ve wandered the old pathways and criss-crossed the river, call in at the 18th century Board Inn in Lealholm, where you
	Hayburn Wyke - just along the coast south of Robin Hood’s Bay
	Discover one of the North York Moors coastal gems, the wooded valley of Hayburn Wyke reaches down to a magnificent rocky cove with two tumbling waterfalls and giant boulders. You can incorporate a visit to Hayburn Wyke into a 4km circular nature walk which also includes a stretch of the Cleveland Way National Trail. Soak up the sounds of birds as you descend through woodlands and look out for marine mammals, such as grey seals. The 18th century Hayburn Wyke Inn, set in woodland and close to the coast is the
	Pickering Church wall paintings - in the market town of Pickering
	Pickering is the start of the North Yorkshire Moors Railway; a lovely market town and great base to discover the south of the North York Moors National Park. If historic art is your thing, then a brief deviation into St Peter and St Paul’s Church will delight. The paintings, hidden until rediscovered in the 19th century are over 500 years old. They tell the stories of the lives of saints from England, across Europe to the eastern Mediterranean and show how well connected this quiet market town was to the re
	Falling Foss - just inland from Robin Hood’s Bay
	For a magical woodland walk take the trail on this 3.2km circular walk, passing through an idyllic woodland tea garden, a Hermitage and the 9m Falling Foss waterfall, before returning alongside the babbling May Beck. It’s a lovely dappled shady walk in spring and spectacular in autumn when the woodland colours are at their best. Make sure to call in at the enchanting Falling Foss Tea Garden, found in the beautifully sited woodland cottage of Midge Hall. Once an isolated gamekeeper’s cottage, its back garden
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	Castle Howard 
	Castle Howard 
	 is one of Britain’s finest historic houses, situated in the nearby Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – the approach to Castle Howard makes a breath-taking arrival. Built over 300 years ago by Sir John Vanbrugh, today it remains home to the Howard family, who open their doors for visitors to discover awe-inspiring architecture, interiors and world-renowned collections. 
	Castle Howard
	Castle Howard


	Beyond the house, explore 1,000 acres of parkland; a mixture of sweeping vistas, lakeside terraces, woodlands, temples and statues, fountains and formal gardens. Take a stroll around the 18th century traditional English walled garden, where you’ll see the exquisite collection of heritage roses and ornamental vegetable garden. The estate is home to the , an impressive 120-acre garden of trees from around the world.
	Yorkshire 
	Yorkshire 
	Arboretum


	Market town of Helmsley 
	Helmsley is a picturesque quintessential English market town on the banks of the River Rye, sheltered beneath the striking ruins of the 900-year old . Discover how the castle evolved over the centuries, from a mighty medieval fortress to a luxurious Tudor mansion, to a Civil War stronghold and a romantic Victorian ruin.
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	Well worth a visit is the five-acre , North York Moors’ own ‘secret English garden’, where you can wander through 5 acres of traditional walled gardens, offering a tranquil oasis amidst an intoxicating mix of scents and colour. Relax over lunch at the  beneath Victorian vines laden with grapes, before you take the scenic short walk from Helmsley onto the ruins of Rievaulx Abbey, along the signed Cleveland Way National Trail.
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	Rievaulx Abbey 
	‘Everywhere peace, everywhere serenity, and a marvellous freedom from the tumult of the world’. This description of  by Aelred, the monastery’s saintly 12th century abbot, still resonates with visitors today. Situated within a tranquil valley in the North York Moors National Park, the impressive ruins reflect nearly 1,000 years of spiritual, commercial and romantic history. 
	Rievaulx Abbey
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	Visitors can take their time to explore with an audio tour telling the tales of the abbey’s long history, from peaceful community to suppression under Henry VIII, to preservation in the 17th century as a romantic ruin and site of inspiration for artists and writers. Stop by the museum to get up close to previously unseen artefacts including medieval stone carvings, chess pieces and gold coins.
	Whitby 
	 is an atmospheric coastal town, overlooked by the famous clifftop ruins of , its cobbled Georgian streets with unique shops clustering around a vibrant harbour and sandy beach. Captain Cook learned his trade here in the 18th century, whilst in the 19th century the town grew thanks to the arrival of the railway, now reinvented as the heritage .
	Whitby
	Whitby

	Whitby Abbey
	Whitby Abbey

	North Yorkshire Moors 
	North Yorkshire Moors 
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	Climb the famous 199 steps from the town to the magnificent ruins of , where a state-of-the-art exhibition tells the tale of 3,000 years of history and how the town inspired Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Visit the  exhibition to learn how all of Cook’s famous vessels were built in the town. Don’t leave Whitby without trying the local fish and chips, delicious!
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	North Yorkshire Moors Railway 
	Step back in time with a leisurely scenic train journey on the , an iconic heritage steam railway running along 39km of National Park countryside from the ancient market town of Pickering across majestic moorland to the coastal town of . 
	North Yorkshire 
	North Yorkshire 
	Moors Railway

	Whitby
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	Travel in style in a vintage restored carriage and enjoy the sights and smells of railway travel from a bygone age. Stops along the way include , featured as Hogsmeade Station in the original Harry Potter film, where you can explore the station platform with its quirky tea room housed within a 1922 styled goods shed and then onto the 1952 themed , where you can see the impressive restoration work carried out by the volunteers. 
	Goathland 
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	Hutton-le-Hole 
	Hutton (high-town) le Hole (hollow) is one of the most picturesque villages in the North York Moors. A clear moorland stream tumbles through the centre of the village green, traditionally cropped by the local sheep. The village is home to the marvellous outdoor . The museum houses 20 buildings which tell the story of traditional local life through the centuries, from an Iron Age round house, to a 19th century thatched country cottage and a mid-20th century village shop. 
	Ryedale 
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	Meander around the village; watch local artisans at work at Hutton-le-Hole Craft Workshops, enjoy handmade chocolates from the and then relax with a pint of local ale at the pub on the green.
	 
	Chocolate Factory


	Robin Hood’s Bay 
	Leave your car at the top of the village and take in the stunning views before you begin the steep descent through this timeless seaside village of cobbled alleyways and tiny fishermen’s cottages, tumbling down to a sea. In the 18th century this picturesque village had a well-earned reputation for smuggling - with almost every house having secret hiding places and tunnels linking many of the dwellings. 
	Visitors can learn more about this fascinating history in the  – a small, village museum packed full of artefacts and stories. The coastal scenery around the Bay is spectacular, perfect for a coastal walk or fossil hunting before enjoying a pint of local ale in a village pub. 
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	Sutton Bank 
	Hire a bike (or e-bike!) from  and cycle ‘on top of the world’ as you take in the big-skies and open panoramas from Sutton Bank looking over to Hood Hill or Gormire Lake, one of only two natural lakes in the North York Moors National Park, described as one of “England’s Finest” views. The 5.5km cliff trail takes you to the famous turf-cut hillside landmark, the Kilburn White Horse and is perfect for a gentle exercise and fresh air. 
	Sutton Bank 
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	For the more adventurous, take in the breath-taking views of the moorland and dales from up high, with a taster glider flight with the ; you can even fly yourself (under instruction from the pilot).
	Yorkshire Gliding Club
	Yorkshire Gliding Club
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