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Temporary Delegation of Planning Committee Powers 

1      Purpose of the Report 

1.1 To seek the Committee’s agreement to the temporary delegation of Planning 
Committee powers in relation to Development Management to Officers in order to 
enable timely planning decision-making to continue during the restrictions imposed as a 
result of the COVID-19 virus. 

2. Background

2.1 The Department of Health and Social Care ‘Coronavirus Action Plan’ requires that 
appropriate measures are taken to minimise health impacts, minimise social and 
economic impacts, and maintain delivery of public services. Subsequent periodic 
guidance from central government indicates that the situation is worsening rather than 
improving and the imperative to continue with such measures remains high. 

2.2 There is an underlying obligation on the North York Moors National Park Authority 
(NYMNPA), as with any public body, to seek to reasonably perform its functions and 
purposes, taking into account all prevailing circumstances. NYMNPA will still have the 
usual range of duties of care and contractual duties to Members, Officers, the general 
public and other users/partners, but will have to interpret these in the context of the 
current national emergency. 

2.3 In relation to NYMNPA’s ‘town and country planning’ functions, MHCLG’s Chief 
Planner, Steve Quartermain, in his guidance of 23 March, stressed that it is important 
that authorities continue to provide the best planning service possible in these 
circumstances and prioritise decision-making to ensure the planning system continues 
to function, delegating committee decisions where appropriate. The critical issue for 
NYMNPA over the next two months is the continuation of the Development 
Management process. This has survived a change in location to home working which 
has in turn meant changed systems and processes. This has slowed down the overall 
planning process, though officers expect speed to pick up in time. 

3. Proposed Delegation

3.1 In view of the above, officers recommend that, in order to allow the continued timely 
processing of planning applications it is appropriate at this time to rely solely on 
delegation to Officers, in particular to the professional judgement of the Case Officer, 
as approved by the Director of Planning (in the usual way), but with the further 
approval of the Chief Executive Officer to agree that exercise of the delegation is 
appropriate in each particular circumstance given the reduction in public input and 
loss of members’ ‘representational’ role. 

This would meet the following objectives: 
- to accord with government guidance on minimising health and social/economic 
impacts whilst maintaining delivery of public services, 
- to accord with MHCLG Chief Planner guidance on planning committee decision-
making,  
- as a temporary measure, to enable planning committee decisions to continue to be 
made in a timely way. 
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3.2 It also recognises that 
 -  virtual/remote meetings/decision-making presents significant challenges not only in 

relation to the quality and availability of IT infrastructure but also in relation to 
circulation and consideration of application information, in particular the ability to 
properly assess paper documents and maps/plans and challenges in managing 
complex and/or lengthy debate of technical planning issues. There are continuing 
efforts to minimise these drawbacks, 

 - there is a particular degree of risk involved in dealing with the regulatory and quasi-
judicial nature of planning committee decisions and the particular nature and degree 
of applicant/consultee/public involvement and engagement, 

 - specific guidance and legislation relating to virtual public authority meetings held 
remotely by IT link is still awaited at the time of preparing this report (see 5.2). 

 
3.3 Accordingly the Officers Recommendation is that the Planning Committee resolve 

that: 
 - all Development Management powers of the Planning Committee are delegated to 

the Director of Planning, who shall produce a written assessment of the material 
planning issues and a recommended decision, and that recommendation must be 
approved by the Chief Executive before any formal notice of decision can be issued, 

 - this delegation shall commence on the date of this Committee (9 April) and last until 
5 June 2020, to allow for two committee cycles plus time to deal with any additional 
matters that might arise, 

 - any proposed/required extension of this delegation must be brought back to full 
Authority or the Planning Committee for a decision. 

 
4.         Financial Implications 
 
4.1 The proposed delegation will enable the efficient use of Authority resources at a time 

when Officers, Members and processes are under greater pressure. 
 
5. Legal Matters 
 
5.1 This recommendation accords with NYMNPA Standing Order 25, which allows 

Planning Committee to delegate any of its powers and duties to Officers, and accords 
with paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 of NYMNPA Scheme of Delegation, which allows 
Planning Committee to delegate to senior officers, and therefore has the benefit of 
leaving Standing Orders and Scheme of Delegation unchanged. 

 
5.2 The Coronavirus Act 2020 became law on 25 March. Regulations are presently being 

drafted by MHCLG pursuant to Section 78 of that Act to expressly allow and regulate 
virtual/remote meetings. At the time of writing of this Report the Regulations have not 
begun the formal Parliamentary process but it is expected they will do before the 9 April 
Planning Committee. A verbal update on this will be provided at Planning Committee. 

 
 
6. Recommendation 
 
6.1      That the delegation at paragraph 3.3 of this Report be approved. 

 
 
Contact Officer: 
Richard Smith- Authority Solicitor 
 
Background Papers: 
Authority Standing Orders and Scheme of Delegation 
MHCLG letter from the Government Chief Planning Officer to Local Planning Authority Chief 
Planners – 23 March 2020 


