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 Arrangements for Consideration of the York Potash Planning Application by 
Members 

 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To set out proposed arrangements for consideration of the York Potash planning 

application and seek Members’ approval to those arrangements. 
 

 
2. Background 
 
2.1 Officers have been engaged in pre-application discussions with York Potash Ltd 

throughout 2014 regarding its revised proposals for the development of a new deep 
mine to extract polyhalite from beneath the eastern part of the National Park.  After the 
last Update Report to the Authority’s Planning Committee on 24 July 2014, the 
company announced its intention to submit a single planning application for the mine at 
Dove’s Nest Farm/Haxby Plantation and the Mineral Transport System (MTS). As the 
route of the MTS would run through the National Park and beyond its boundary to 
Teesside, this would be a ‘straddling application’ submitted to the National Park 
Authority and Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council. 

 
2.2 The company intends to submit a separate planning application for the Materials 

Handling Facility at Wilton to Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council and an 
application for development consent for harbour facilities on Teesside to the Planning 
Inspectorate (this element of the project is considered as a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project). 

 
2.3 The planning applications for the mine and MTS were submitted to this Authority and 

Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council on 30 September 2014 and the practical and 
procedural arrangements for consideration of the application should now be 
established.  

 
3. Special Planning Committee and Members Site Visit 
 
3.1 The York Potash proposal is for a large and complex industrial development with 

substantial environmental impacts as well as considerable potential economic 
benefits. As agreed in connection with the 2013 application (which was withdrawn in 
January 2014), officers suggest that a Special Meeting of the Planning Committee 
should be held to consider the application as a single agenda item. This can be done 
under paragraph 21(a) of the Authority’s Standing Orders, which allows the Chair of a 
Committee or Sub-Committee or the Chair of the Authority to call a special Meeting at 
any time. Holding a Special Meeting would give sufficient time for presentation of the 
application and discussion by Members and would enable appropriate arrangements 
to be made for statutory consultees and members of the public. There is likely to be 
considerable interest in the meeting and officers suggest that it should be held at a 
venue closer to Whitby and with more public seating than is available in the 
Committee Room at the Authority’s offices in Helmsley. 

 
 
 



 3.2 The Authority should aim to determine the application within the statutory period of 16 
weeks for proposals which are subject to Environmental Impact Assessment. 
However, the precise date for a Special Planning Committee Meeting will not be set 
until officers and the Authority’s technical advisors have had time to review the 
submitted documents and consider whether determination within that timescale is 
feasible. 

 
3.3 Members agreed in March 2013 that the Chair of the Authority, Mr Jim Bailey would 

act as Chair of the Planning Committee in connection with the originally submitted 
York Potash application. This was because the Chair of Planning Committee at that 
time had declared a prejudicial interest in the proposals from the outset. It was also 
agreed that the Deputy Chair of the Authority, Mr Malcolm Bowes would act as 
Deputy Planning Chair for the application. Given the change in Chairmanship of the 
Planning Committee, Members are asked to consider whether they wish to adopt 
these arrangements again or whether the current Chair and Deputy Chair of the 
Planning Committee should take over these duties. There would be no departure 
from our normal procedures if the current Chair and Deputy Chair of the Planning 
Committee were to act in connection with the York Potash application. However, 
Members may consider that the scale of the proposed development and the 
considerable public and media interest in it mean that it is more appropriate for the 
Chair and Deputy Chair of the Authority to continue as Chair and Deputy Chair of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the York Potash application,as both of these 
Members are already expected to adopt a higher profile role for the Authority in 
relation to proposals of this significance.,  

3.4 Members agreed in 2013 that it would be appropriate to allow for extended public 
speaking at the Special Planning Committee Meeting and officers suggest that this 
will also be necessary for the 2014 application. The scale and complexity of the 
development is such that the applicant will need more than three minutes to outline 
the proposals and summarise the arguments in favour of the development. Equally 
the significance of the proposals and the wide range of potential impacts is such that 
it would be appropriate to allow a number of other speakers, who may be either 
supporters or objectors, to express views at the meeting. It would also be appropriate 
to allow all speakers to make use of presentational material. 

 
3.5 In making arrangements for public speaking at the meeting, the over-riding principles 

would be to ensure a fair balance between supporting and objecting views and to set 
appropriate time limits so that the main part of the meeting would be devoted to 
Members’ discussion of the application. 

 
3.6 The Authority’s Guidance Note on Public Speaking at Planning Committee allows the 

Chair to exercise discretion to depart from the adopted arrangements in exceptional 
circumstances and officers suggest that it will be appropriate for this to happen in 
connection with the proposed Special Planning Committee Meeting. 

 
3.7 Officers suggest that a Members Site Inspection should take place in advance of their 

consideration of the planning application and it is proposed that this should take place 
on 5 December 2014, a date already set for planning site visits. 

  



 
 
4. Public Consultation 
 
4.1 York Potash has completed a pre-application public consultation exercise which 

included exhibitions at a number of local venues around the proposed mine site. A 
Pre-application Presentation to Members on 14 July 2014 was held at Raven Hall 
Hotel and this was also well attended by members of the public. The application 
documents will be available to view on the Authority’s website by the time this 
Committee meets and paper copies are also available at the Authority’s offices in 
Helmsley, at the Town Hall in Scarborough and, by appointment, at the Town Council 
offices at Pannet Park, Whitby. 

 
4.2 Officers suggest that a Public Meeting should be held as part of the consultation 

process, at a date to be agreed in November 2014. Representatives of key statutory 
consultation organisations, including the Highway Authority, Natural England and 
Environment Agency would be asked to attend and a representative of AMEC 
Environment & Infrastructure UK would be available to help with technical queries. 

 
5. Co-ordination with Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council 
 
5.1 Since the mine and MTS proposals are a ‘straddling’ application, identical documents 

have been submitted to this Authority and to Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council. 
The two authorities must consider the whole scheme in the context of the policies 
contained in the Development Plan for each area and any other material planning 
considerations. However, each authority’s determination relates only to their 
respective ‘part’ of the proposals. It will be important for officers to liaise with Redcar 
and Cleveland closely throughout consideration of the application. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 The cost to the Authority of handling the York Potash planning application will be very 

considerable. The proposed arrangements for the Special Planning Committee will 
result in exceptional costs for Members’ and officers’ travel and for hiring the venue, 
but these are small items in relation to the sums that will be required for even 
constrained levels of expert technical and legal advice in considering the suite of 
documents submitted with the application. The costs will be met as far as possible 
from the planning application fee which is £97,500 and the Authority’s York Potash 
budget (£30,000 was allocated for the 2014/15 year).  Staff time, including additional 
cost as a result of the application, will have to be met from core resources. 

 
7. Legal and Sustainability Implications 
 
7.1 The York Potash proposal is of great significance for the National Park and there is a 

high level of public and political interest in the scheme. Members will be aware of the 
importance of procedures being followed correctly in dealing with the planning 
application so that the Authority’s actions are not open to successful legal challenge. It 
is important therefore that the above arrangements are formally agreed in advance of 
determination of the application. The Authority has retained the services of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority Solicitor (Clare Bevan) for advice on Member 
Interests and has retained the services of Barristers at Landmark Chambers (David 
Smith and Robert Walton) for advice on legal matters associated with determining the 
application. 

  



 
 

8. Recommendation 
 
8.1 That Members consider the points made in this report and approve the proposals in 

Paragraph 3.1 for a Special Planning Committee to be held to consider the York 
Potash planning application. 

 
8.2      That Members resolve the position with regard to the positions of Chair and Deputy 

Chair for the Special Planning Committee meeting as discussed in Paragraph 3.3. 
 
8.3      That Members note that it will be appropriate for the Chair to exercise discretion to 

make appropriate arrangements for the proposed Special Planning Committee 
meeting, as allowed for in the Authority’s Guidance Note on Public Speaking at 
Planning Committee meetings. 

 
8.4      That Members agree that a Site Inspection should take place prior to the proposed 

Special Planning Committee and that this should take place on 5 December 2014. 
 

 
Contact Officer: 
Jane Davies 
Senior Planning Officer (York Potash Project) 
01439 772700 
 

Appendix A 
 
Guidance Note on Public Speaking at Planning Committee 
 
Background documents to this report                                           File: NYM/2014/0676/MEIA 
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North York Moors National Park Authority 
 

 
Introduction  
The majority of planning applications are determined by the Director of Planning under the Authority’s 
Scheme of Delegation and are not subject to public speaking.  

 
Everyone has the right to give their comments in writing on all planning applications but if you have 
views about a planning application which is being determined by the Planning Committee you or your 
representative may be able to give your views verbally at the Committee Meeting.  
 
The Planning Committee meets once a month - usually on a Thursday starting at 10am at the National 
Park Offices in Helmsley. The current year’s committee dates can be found towards the end of this 
guidance note.   

 
Who can speak at Planning Committee?  
One person can speak in favour of the application, one against, and one on behalf of the Parish Council.  

 
You will be advised if more than one person wishes to speak for or against and in such cases one 
spokesperson should be appointed to represent all those who wish to speak. If you cannot agree on one 
spokesperson the person who notified us first will usually be allowed to speak.  

 
How do I know if the application I am interested in will be heard at Planning Committee?  
The week before the Committee Meeting we will write to everyone who submitted written comments on 
an application to advise them that the application is due to be heard at a Committee Meeting. We will 
also notify all applicants/agents (where an agent is working on your behalf, only the agent will receive 
details of this) and Parish/Town Councils. If you were originally consulted on the application but did not 
write in then you will not be notified.  
 
The Planning Agenda contains a comprehensive report for each application which includes a written 
summary of all the views received in writing before the Agenda went to print. This can be viewed 
together with third party representations and comments from the Parish/Town Council five working days 
before the Meeting within the planning section of our website www.northyorkmoors.org.uk alternatively a 
hard copy is held at the National Park Offices in Helmsley.  
 
Any comments that come in after the Agenda has gone to print will be summarised on the ‘Members 
Update Sheet’ which will be available both for Members and members of the public from 9.30am the 
morning of the Planning Committee. Any additional parish comments and third party representations will 
also be uploaded onto the Authority’s website if and when we receive these.   
 
How can I register to speak at Planning Committee? 
If you intend to speak you must register with the Development Management Administration Team on 
01439 772700 or email planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk by 12 noon the day before the Committee 
Meeting. It would be helpful if you could provide us with a contact number where, if necessary, you can 
be contacted during the day. 
 
What will happen in the Committee Meeting?  
The applications will usually be discussed in the order they appear on the Agenda. Please note it is not 
possible to estimate how long each item will take, at what time a particular item will be heard or what 
time you will be asked to speak as each application will vary.  
 
In accordance with the Code of Conduct a Member of the Authority with a prejudicial interest in the 
application cannot vote and will be asked to leave the room prior to the item being considered, however 
they are able to address the Members before departing. If they have a personal interest they must 
declare this however they can still take part in discussions and vote. In both instances Members should 
declare their interest prior to the application being discussed.  

continued overleaf…. 

 

North York Moors National Park Authority 
 

      Public Speaking at Planning Committee Guidance Note 

 



 
 North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP  

 
The Officer will give a brief summary of the application and the development involved. The Chairman will 
then ask the speakers to address the Planning Committee in the following order:  

 Speaker in favour 
 Speaker against  
 A representative of the Parish Council  

Each speaker can address the Committee for a maximum of three minutes – you will be asked politely, 
by the Chairman to stop speaking if you exceed the allocated three minutes. 

  
You will not be able to pass written plans, photographs or materials around or use the Authority’s visual 
aids. However, if you wish to have information circulated to Members, we require 30 copies to be 
delivered to the Development Management Administration Team by 12 noon on the day before the 
Meeting. If you wish to make comments to be summarised and reported to Members on the ‘Members 
Update Sheet’ we require these comments by 12 noon on the day before the Meeting.  
 
Committee Members and Planning Officers will not usually be able to ask you questions nor will you be 
able to ask any questions. You cannot speak further in the Meeting; you must have incorporated 
everything you wish to say into your allocated three minutes, unless authorised to do so by the 
Chairman.    
 
The Planning Officer will briefly summarise the main issues involved and their recommendation, the 
Committee will then discuss the proposal, take a vote and usually make a decision. 

 
If an application is on the Agenda, will it definitely be considered/decided?  
Most of the applications on the Agenda will be dealt with at the Committee Meeting however it is possible 
that an application may be withdrawn at any point prior to the Meeting; if this is the case we will aim to 
contact anyone that has booked into speak to advise them of this.  

 
A decision on some items may be deferred to allow further information to be obtained or negotiations to 
take place. In exceptional circumstances a Committee Site Visit may be held. Such visits will take place in 
accordance with the adopted Code of Practice; if such a visit is to take place you would be notified of this 
process in due course after the Meeting.  
 
(Whilst this is the scheme adopted by the Authority there may be exceptional circumstances in which the 
Chairman can exercise a discretion to depart from the scheme). 

 
Planning Committee Meeting Dates: 
16 January 2014  17 April 2014  24 July 2014   23 October 2014 
20 February 2014  15 May 2014 (11am) 21 August 2014  20 November 2014 
20 March 2014  19 June 2014  18 September 2014  11 December 2014 
  
Useful Contacts:  
Director of Planning     Head of Development Management 
Chris France       Mark Hill (Mon, Wed-Fri) 
Southern Area Planning Officers    Northern Area Planning Officers  
Hilary Saunders (Team Leader) (Tues-Fri)  Peter Jones (Team Leader) 
Jill Bastow (Mon-Wed)    Ailsa Teasdale (Wed - Fri)  
Helen Webster      Cheryl Ward (Mon-Thurs) 
Development Management    Compliance and Monitoring 
Administration Team    Andrew Muir (Team Leader)  
Wendy Strangeway (Planning Administration Rosie Gee (Mon-Thurs) 
Officer)      Julie Cavanagh 
Caroline Bell               
Dawn Paton 
Christopher Knowles  
Kerry Barker  
 
For further information on the scheme, to register to speak or discuss any other aspects of the 
Committee process please do not hesitate to contact the Development Management 
Administration Team on: 
Telephone: 01439 772700 (8.30am to 5pm Mon to Thurs and 8.30am to 4.30pm Fri) 
Email: planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk  Website: www.northyorkmoors.org.uk   


