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 Minister’s Written Statement on Wind Energy Development 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To inform Members of recent changes to the Planning Practice Guidance in relation to 
 proposals for onshore wind turbines and to seek approval from Members for the 
 proposed changes to the National Park Authority’s approach.  
 
 
2. Introduction  
 
2.1 On the 18 June the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government issued 

a ministerial statement outlining changes to the Planning Practice Guidance in relation 
to onshore wind turbines. A full copy of the Statement can be seen here  

 http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-vote-
office/June%202015/18%20June/1-DCLG-Planning.pdf  

 
 The changes mean that when determining planning applications for wind energy 

development involving one or more wind turbines, local planning authorities should 
only grant planning permission if: 

 
• The development is in an area identified as suitable for wind energy development 

in a local or neighbourhood plan; and  
• Following consultation, it can be demonstrated that the planning impacts identified 

by affected local communities have been fully addressed and therefore the 
proposal has their backing.  

 
2.2 The purpose of this report is to outline the implications of these changes on the 

National Park and make recommendations on how the changes should be interpreted 
in the decision making process.  

 
3. Background 
 
3.1 Core Policy D seeks to address the causes of climate change and contribute to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions through support for the generation of energy from 
renewable resources where proposals are of a location, scale and design appropriate 
to the locality and which contribute towards meeting domestic, community or business 
energy needs within the National Park. The Renewable Energy Supplementary 
Planning Document adopted in 2010 seeks to provide further guidance on the issues 
applicants should consider in the design of proposals that can be appropriately 
accommodated in the Park. The SPD provides guidance on a number of different 
renewable energy technologies including a section on the planning considerations for 
wind turbine proposals. Appendix 2 of the SPD has utilised the North York Moors 
Landscape Character Assessment and the North Yorkshire Renewable Energy Study 
to provide broad locational guidance for each area of the National Park.  
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3.2 The new Planning Practice guidance supports the use of landscape character 
assessments to form the basis for considering which technologies at which scale may 
be appropriate in different types of location. However the guidance goes on to say that 
planning applications should not be approved unless the proposed development site is 
an area identified as suitable for wind energy development in a Local or 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
3.3 The Planning Practice Guidance also makes it clear that planning authorities should 

only grant planning permission if following consultation it can be demonstrated that the 
planning impacts identified by affected local communities have been fully addressed 
and therefore the proposal has their backing. The guidance goes on to say that 
whether the proposal has the backing of the affected local community is a planning 
judgement for the local planning authority. There is already an existing legal 
requirement to carry out pre-application consultation for planning applications for wind 
turbine development involving more than 2 turbines or where the hub height of any 
turbines exceeds 15 metres as identified in Article 3 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) (Order) 2015. However the shift in 
emphasis to refusing permission where proposals do not have local support is a very 
different approach and one which the Planning Inspectorate will also be required to 
give great weight to.  

 
4. Implications for the National Park 
 
4.1 The National Park has not identified areas as suitable for wind energy in either, the 

Core Strategy and Development Policies Document or the Renewable Energy SPD. At 
present the National Park’s policies do not include requirements to engage and gain 
the support of local communities. For these reasons the SPD guidance on the 
provision of wind turbine developments conflicts with the new national guidance. Since 
the publication of the Ministerial Statement a number of applicants have sought 
clarification on the Authority’s approach to new wind turbine development and therefore 
it is considered necessary for Members to endorse an approach for decision making 
purposes.  

 
4.2 The national guidance approach is considered to take precedence over the guidance 

set out in the SPD and therefore until areas can be identified as suitable for wind 
energy development through a Local Plan, Officers feel that support by the Authority 
for onshore wind developments would be contrary to national guidance.  

 
5. Conclusions 
 
5.1 The changes to national planning guidance on wind turbine proposals will undoubtedly 

have a significant impact on the wind turbine industry and a legal challenge is 
considered to be highly likely. In addition Members will recall that a recent High Court 
decision concluded that the Government had acted unlawfully by introducing planning 
policy on affordable housing thresholds through the Practice Guidance. It could be 
considered that there are a number of similarities between these two cases in that the 
intent of the Ministerial Statement is to introduce new policy.  

 
5.2 Given the high possibility of a legal challenge or further changes to national guidance it 

is considered that the most appropriate way forward for the National Park Authority is 
to formally revoke section 5.1 of the Renewable Energy Supplementary Planning 
Document on an interim basis and consider any new proposals for onshore wind 
turbines in accordance with the Planning Practice Guidance pending the results of any 
possible legal challenge. In the longer term the Authority will need to address this shift 
in approach through the process of a new Local Plan which should include detailed 
development t management policies on specific forms of renewable energy.  

  



  

6. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
6.1 None 
 
7. Contribution to National Park Management Plan’ 
 
7.1 One of the aims of the Management Plan is that residents and businesses will use less 

energy and will contribute to their energy needs through the generation of energy from 
renewable sources. The changes to the policy mean that it is unlikely that wind turbine 
development will contribute significantly to this aim in the future. However it may be 
considered that the change in national guidance will have a positive impact on the aim 
to maintain and enhance the landscape character of the park.  

 
8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 The advice set out in part 5.1 of the Renewable Energy Supplementary Planning 

Document contradicts the new guidance on wind turbines made through the Ministerial 
Statement. For this reason decisions can no longer be taken in accordance with the 
Supplementary Planning Document pending legal challenge or further changes to 
national guidance.  

 
9. Recommendation 
 
9.1 That: 
 

a) Members agree to revoke part 5.1 of the Renewable Energy Advice which refers to 
wind turbine developments on a temporary basis and determine any new 
applications for wind turbine development in accordance with the planning practice 
guidance pending the outcome of any legal challenge or further changes to the 
national guidance; and  

b) To address the change in national guidance on wind turbine development 
appropriately through the preparation of a new Local Plan.  
 

 


