
Item 3 

 
North York Moors National Park Authority 

Planning Committee Site Visit 
 
 
Public minutes of the site visit held at Land off Ashwood Close, Helmsley on 9 
December 2016 at 10.30am. 
 
Present: Mr JR Bailey, Mr M Bowes, Mrs J Frank (Deputy Chair), Mr D J Jeffels, 

Mr T Sanderson, Mr J Ritchie, Mr J Walker, Mrs C Patmore, Mrs A Fisher, 
Mr C Pearson 

 
Apologies: Mr G Coulson, Mr D Hugill, Mr A Scott, Mrs H Moorhouse, Mr L Atkinson  
 
National Park Authority Officers: Chris France (Director of Planning),  

 Hilary Saunders, (Planning Team Leader)  
Others:  Representative from Keepmoat (Agent) – Richard Levin  

Representative of residents of Ashwood Close – Mrs V Moorby 
 
NYM/2016/00678/FL Construction of 64 no. apartment extra care facility and 34 
open market dwellings off Ashwood Close, Helmsley 
 
The Members and Planning Officers met the applicant’s agent and the objector’s 
representative at the car park adjacent Helmsley Swimming pool and then walked down 
to the top north western corner of the application site where the Deputy Chair opened 
the meeting. 
 
Chris France set out the Policy Background to the application, in terms of the adopted 
Helmsley Local Plan and explained that the principle of development here had already 
been accepted through this Plan, as the site has been allocated for development.  Chris 
also reminded Members that the reason that Members had agreed a site visit prior to 
discussing the application at planning committee was due to the applicants timing 
constraints in terms of funding for the extra care facility. 
 
Hilary Saunders then explained the details of the proposal and briefly outlined the 
location of the extra care facility and its relationship to adjoining housing and its impact 
on views into the site from the north and west. Hilary also highlighted the primary local 
concerns which were the suitability of the access from Ashwood Close, the quality of the 
design of the houses, provision of footpath links, and the protection of the vista up from 
Elmslac Road,  
 
Everyone then walked around the edge of the site through into the second field, looking 
at the location of existing trees and neighbouring properties, and then through into 
Ashwood Close, in order to consider the details of the proposed access into the site, 
which local residents particularly wanted members to look at.  
 
 
 
 



Everyone then walked down Ashwood Close, onto Elmslac Road and back up Baxtons 
Lane, in order to consider the nature of the road which is to be used as an alternative 
route for construction traffic and to look at the trees adjacent to the proposed temporary 
access road in terms of possible impact from compaction on these trees. 
 
The Deputy Chair then closed the Meeting. 
 
Hilary Saunders 
Planning Team Leader  


