
Item 3 

North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
Public minutes of the site visit held at Spaunton Quarry, Kirkbymoorside on Friday 17 May 
2019 at 10:30am. 
 
Present:  Janet Frank, David Hugill, Heather Moorhouse, Clive Pearson, Andrew Scott,  

 Leslie Atkinson, Alison Fisher, David Jeffels, E.Dent, Caroline Patmore 
National Park Authority Officers:  Chris France, Director of Planning 

Mark Hill, Head of Development Management 
Richard Smith, Authority Solicitor  
 

Others:  George Winn Darley (Applicant), Fiona Tiplady (agent), J. Devos, George 
Thompson 
Mr Dale (Resident of 1 Caterbridge Cottage)  
Jonathon Allison (Common Land Group) 
 

NYM/2018/0791/FL – use of part of the former quarry for leisure purposes in the form 
of 1 no. additional log cabin, 12 no. touring caravan pitches with associated package 
treatment plant and access road and change of use of quarry building to visitor 
club/meeting facility, Land at Spaunton Quarry, Kirkbymoorside. 
 
David Hugill as Chair of the Planning Committee opened the site visit at 10.30am and 
outlined the formal site visit process which he stated was a fact finding process. Members 
had deferred the application in order to see on site the state of the redundant quarry building 
which was due to be removed as part of the legally agreed quarry restoration scheme. 
 
From the area where vehicles were parked Mark Hill led the meeting past the first quarry 
building which was to be removed and stopped outside the brick quarry building which the 
applicant had proposed was to be converted as part of the proposal. Members asked about 
the weighbridge and associated structures outside the building and the applicant confirmed 
that these would be removed and the brick building would become a welcome/reception 
building for the Caravan Park and log cabins. When asked the age of the building he replied 
possibly 1940s or 1960s. 
 
Mark Hill then explained the other application received by the applicant which related to the 
two larger quarry buildings which Members walked past and which were proposed to be 
converted to agricultural use. Mr Hill stated that this would be determined under delegated 
powers and was likely to be refused. Members also observed other small scale structures 
including two water tanks and asked if they were to be retained. The applicant explained that 
these were part of the water supply into the quarry and were required to remain as would the 
small power supply building, though the appearance of this would be improved. 
 
The application site was viewed from this point and the applicant stated that the caravan 
layout shown on the submitted plans was indicative only (they were arranged in a straight 
line with little separation distance between them) and that the access road as shown was 
inaccurate. He confirmed that accurate plans would be submitted. 
 
Members then walked onto the actual application site (the raised plateau) where Mark Hill 
explained the siting of the previous extant approval for five log cabins and where the 
additional cabin and the 12 caravans would be sited. He also pointed out where the Public 
Right of Way came into and passed through the quarry. 
 
 
 



Mr Hill then explained the Common Land issue as a material planning consideration and that 
if the application was approved this would result in a loss of common land and there would 
need to be a land swap if all other planning interests were addressed and the application 
approved.  
 
Members asked about the extent of the plateau site and the treatment of the existing spoil 
heaps and bunds which the applicant confirmed would be levelled and landscaped. Members 
asked where the building to be retained was in relation to the site. The applicant indicated its 
presence though it wasn’t visible because of vegetation but the intention was to create a 
pedestrian route through to it. 
 
The Director of Planning explained that the purpose of the site visit was to assess the site 
and its visibility and specifically the building that was to be retained. Common Land was an 
issue in so far as it related to that which may be lost from the development; however, the 
wider Common Land swap which was the subject of a proposed application to PINS was not 
a specific mater for this visit. 
 
The applicant then arranged for all present to be driven around the wider quarry area to see 
the application site in its context. Communication between all vehicles was available through 
two way radio transmitters. 
 
The vehicle convey regrouped at the original starting point and the Site Visit was closed by 
the Planning Chair at 11.45am. 
 
 
 

 


