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Western Area Parish Forum 
Notes of the meeting held at 

Coxwold Village Hall 
Tuesday, 16 October 2018 at 7.15 pm 

Present: 
Ingleby Greenhow Terry Sutcliffe, Prof Eileen Martin, Lyn Smith, 

Chris Lee, Elaine Patriciance 
Bilsdale Midcable PC David Hollingworth, Jenny Wilson 
Carlton in Cleveland Alan Bailey, Mike Bannard 
Whorlton PC Howard Tribick 
Kirkby in Cleveland PC Mike Weighell 
Coxwold PC Simon le Gassicke (Acting Chair), Chris Wyn-

Jones, Jean Richardson, Simon Rheinberg, 
John Robinson 

Kilburn PC Jane de Cogan 
NYCC Val Arnold 
Ryedale District Council Steve Arnold 
Coxwold Residents H S Perry, J P Frith, G S Tune 
North Yorkshire Police Sergeant Stuart Grainger 
NYCC CAS Ian Kelly, Ben Jackson 
  
National Park Members Malcolm Bowes, Caroline Patmore 
National Park Staff Richard Gunton (Director of Park 

Services/Convenor), Andy Wilson (Chief 
Executive), Chris France (Director of Planning), 
Debbie Trafford (Head of Ranger Services), 
Simon Bassindale (Senior Ranger West Area), 
Judith Seaton (PA to Chief Executive) 

 
1. Welcome – Mr Simon Le Gassicke kindly acted as Chair welcomed everyone to 

Coxwold Village Hall. 
 
2. Apologies – Jim Bailey (NYMNPA), Chris Parkin, Jake Duncombe (Helmsley TC), 

Hawnby Parish Council, Yorkshire Local Councils Associations 
 
3. Notes of the meeting held on 17 April 2018 were agreed. 
 
4. Matters Arising: None 
 
5. Public Question Time – none 
 
6. NYCC Policy/Practice on Green Lanes/UUR Ian Kelly and Ben Jackson  

Confirmed that UURs, as part of the road network were the responsibility of the County 
Council.  Historically NYCC have been managed by Highways Department and have a 
low priority in the hierarchy of vehicular routes. Consequently there has been limited 
maintenance on Unsurfaced Unclassified Roads (UURs), neither Codes of Practice 
nor the County Council’s Highway Maintenance Plan address UURs. Unsurfaced 
roads do not form part of the revenue or capital budget allocation formulae used by 
Central Government in distributing highway maintenance funding for local highway 
authorities; therefore NYCC receive no funding for the repair and maintenance of 
UURs.  
 
However, responsibility for these routes has now passed to the Countryside Service to 
be managed alongside public rights of way.  Whilst resources are still very limited, the 
County Council are working with the National Park Ranger Service   are working 
together to bring identified strategic routes up to a usable standard and after that to be 
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maintained only. It was emphasised that 4x4s do have a legal right to use some routes 
and the aim is to provide a safe, passable route for all legal users. 
 
 
Ingleby Greenhow parish is concerned about two routes (Coulson Bank and Ingleby 
Bank) and request the implementation/continuation of TROs. Chop Gate also has a 
route which is subject to inappropriate use from 4x4 and motorbikes.  
 
 

7. Rural Crime – a presentation on rural crime was given by Sergeant Stuart Grainger.  

 Information and contact details are: 
 Raptor Persecution UK -  https://raptorpersecutionscotland.wordpress.com/ 
  Twitter: @RaptorPersScot 
 Sergeant Grainger - Stuart.Grainger@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
  Twitter: @RTF_NYP521  
 RSPB hotline -  0300 999 0101 (all information treated as confidential) 
 Crimestoppers -  0800 555 111 
 
8. Updates from Chris France, Director of Planning 

i. Local Plan – the public 12 week consultation including drop in sessions has 
now completed with approx. 100 responses. It is essential that Parish 
Councils submit feedback and comments as the local plan will be used to 
inform planning decisions in the future. Spring 2019 is a final opportunity to 
comment with the plan hopefully being adopted end of 2019. 

ii. Affordable Housing – 100 good quality, awarding winning units have been 
built in the National Park in the last 5 years. Coxwold will be consulted on a 
proposed new site shortly. It was agreed to invite Amanda Madden, Rural 
Housing Enabler to speak at the next meeting. 

iii. Signage in Helmsley – this was considered 2 years ago when permission was 
granted for a joint sign to combat inappropriate and illegal advert signage. 
However the scheme was subject to disagreement and has not yet been 
implemented. Brown tourist signs have now been provided for The Birds of 
Prey Centre, Helmsley. 

iv. Mobile/Broadband – The Home Office are proceeding with renewing the 
Emergency Services Network. EE have the contract and should provide 
commercial mobile infrastructure to run alongside this, though there is no 
legal obligation for them to do so. However, there are delays from 2019 now 
to 2022 for completion but masts will be gradually introduced throughout this 
period. 7 masts are to be installed in the National Park and a timescale for 
these will be provided shortly. 

v. Shale Gas – Government has just completed a consultation where they are 
exploring as to whether non-fracking shale gas exploration should be taken 
out of the planning system and major shale gas fracking to be dealt with at a 
national level. The NYMNPA have responded to this to request that even 
though National Parks/AONBs are protected areas and the permitted 
development proposal at this stage explicitly excludes them, the edges of 
these should also be protected. The Authority’s committee paper can be 
viewed https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-
agendas/authority-agenda/october-2018/Item-13.pdf. The Government 
consultation can be viewed at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-for-
shale-gas-exploration.   

 
 

Action: Amanda Madden, Rural Housing Enabler to be invited to speak on 
Affordable Housing in the National Park at the next meeting in April. 

https://raptorpersecutionscotland.wordpress.com/
mailto:Stuart.Grainger@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-agendas/authority-agenda/october-2018/Item-13.pdf
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/meetings-and-agendas/authority-agenda/october-2018/Item-13.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-for-shale-gas-exploration
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-for-shale-gas-exploration
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9. Community Grant Priorities - the Authority is looking to review the priorities of the 

Community Grant Scheme and asks for any comments and suggestions on this. The 
current priorities are: 

i. Environmental benefits eg recycling project, wildlife habitat improvements, 
energy efficiency 

ii. Cultural heritage and local history eg restoring a pinfold, archiving local data 
iii. Community facility improvements eg disabled access for a community building, 

improvements to a play area 
 

 Have you had funding through the scheme, if so what have your experiences been? 
What change would you like to see to the scheme? 

 What new priorities would you recommend? 
Or how would you change the current priorities? 

 
 To find out more or to submit ideas or comments please email: 

conservation@northyorkmoors.org.uk. Or ring 01439 772700 and speak to Rachel 
Smith 

 
Please Provide Any Comments by 30 November 

 
10. Update on National Park Authority Business by Malcolm Bowes, Parish Member: 

 Review of National Parks – Julian Glover visit to North York Moors 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-parks-review-launched  

 Princess Royal Training Awards – National Park national award for 
apprentices training programme 

 Finalists in RTPI  Yorkshire regional awards for housing development in 
Helmsley and the Yorkshire Cycle Hub at Great Fryup Dale 

 The Authority considering budget over the next 3 years to save £450k 

 External funding grant of £170k from Historic England for Monuments for the 
Future scheme 

 Forestry Commission introducing European Beavers in a controlled area to 
assist in flood management 

 Sutton Bank – planning application for improved cycled tracks, consulting with 
landowners in the area. 

 
10. Suggestions for new agenda items  

 Traffic in rural villages – particularly in Coxwold HGV taking shortcuts (from 
Hull) 

Contact Judith Seaton with any further suggestions: 
 
11. Any Other Business 

Malcolm Bowes wished Richard Gunton (Director of Park Services) well for his 
retirement in December 2018 and thanked him for all his work with the Forum. 

 
12. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting: 
 Tuesday, 9 April 2019 at 7.15 pm – Chop Gate Village Hall 
 Tuesday, 22 October 2019 at 7.15 pm – National Park Offices, Helmsley 
 

mailto:conservation@northyorkmoors.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-parks-review-launched

