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WE ALL love the English 
landscape; but nowadays, do we 
love other things more? 

Maybe we do. When we asked 
the public to prioritise where we 
should spend our money two years 
ago protection of wildlife was scored 
above general protection of the 
landscape. That is an interesting 
change from previous priorities, 
particularly for a National Park 
because National Parks were 
originally designated for their 
landscape, not their wildlife.

Much as I love wildlife, and 
assuredly we should do more to 
protect it, I think it is a pity if 
landscape goes out of fashion. A 
good understanding of landscape 
includes all the things that make a 
place special – the sights, sounds 
and smells that spur the spirit and tell 
us where we are, where we belong. 
Wildlife is of course an integral part 
of that – but not the whole.

Virtually every landscape on earth 
has had people as a component 
for thousands of years. I believe 
it is that connection with people 
and their experiences which help 
us make good judgments about 
how landscapes should change. 
Landscape encompasses the mists 
curling around the ruins of Rievaulx 
on a spring morning; the call of a 
curlew on the moors; the gathering 
of the sheep and the majestic sweep 
of Robin Hood’s Bay. All of these, in 
their own way, have been formed or 
influenced by humans – by hard toil 
and the laughter of children.

Dear Residents,

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

Andy Wilson
Chief Executive 

(National Park Officer)

THE PROPOSED York Potash mine, which represents the biggest planning proposal in the history of 
the North York Moors National Park Authority, will be decided soon at a special planning meeting.

Scan the code 
to visit our 

website

Decision on potash 
mine draws nearer

Temporary borehole drill rig at proposed potash mine head site, Dove’s Nest Farm, Sneaton

The planning application involves 
development of 40 hectares of 
farmland and woodland to create 
a mine head site and processing 
buildings at Dove’s Nest Farm, near 
Sneaton. This part of the National 
Park lies at a height of 205m 
between extensive areas of heather 
moorland protected for their nature 
conservation importance close to the 
Heritage Coast.

Sirius Minerals, the owner of York 
Potash, wants to extract up to 2bn 
tonnes of polyhalite a mile beneath 
the National Park over a period of 
100 years.  The area of underground 
extraction covers 253km² (17% of the 
National Park) plus a similar-sized area 
under the North Sea. 

Pipelines
Plans also include two 27-mile 

(44km) pipelines to pump the 
polyhalite in a slurry form from the 
processing buildings at the mine head 
to Teesside for turning into fertilizer. 
Most of the route of the pipelines 
crosses the north-eastern part of the 
National Park. It would be laid in 
a trench at a depth of 1.8m and 
would involve a construction corridor 
extending over a width of 50m within 
the National Park. 

The application for the pipelines 
will be determined by the Planning 

Inspectorate as it is classed as 
‘nationally significant infrastructure’ 
and therefore is determined at 
central government rather than local 
authority level.

The polyhalite seam has been 
known to exist for many years and 
is already mined on a limited basis as 
a ‘secondary’ product at the existing 
potash mine at Boulby, also within 
the National Park. It differs from 
the potassium chloride currently 
commercially mined at Boulby as 
it contains a lower proportion of 
potassium but also includes other 
minerals.

Chris France, the Authority’s 
Director of Planning stressed:  “Large 
scale industrial developments are, 
by definition, harmful to the special 
qualities of national parks which are 
protected for their wild, tranquil and 
remote landscapes for the nation to 
enjoy. National and local planning 
policies inevitably seek to locate 
such developments outside these 
designated areas, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances where the 
public interest overrides the need to 
safeguard the National Park.

“The Authority is therefore looking 
very closely at a range of planning 
issues including the national need 
for the mineral; why a second mine 
is necessary to meet the need; 
whether the mine head and associated 

industrial processing complex has to 
be located within the National Park 
or whether alternative sites exist 
outside it; the economic benefits of 
the proposal; and the extent to which 
the environmental impact can be 
reduced.”

Impact
Ultimately, Members of the 

Authority may have to decide if the 
economic benefits of the proposal 
outweigh the environmental harm. 
For now, however, officers are still 
seeking essential information from 
York Potash including the potential 
impact of the extensive underground 
excavations and pipelines on the 
water tables, water courses, drainage 
and consequent water supplies of the 
area.  

As the Moors Messenger went 
to press, further information was 
also needed on the impact of the 
construction traffic, noise and air 
quality, and the impact of the ground 
vibrations during mine-shaft blasting 
and subsidence on the sensitive radar 
at RAF Fylingdales which lies in close 
proximity to the area proposed to be 
mined.

Meetings were being held and 
reports awaited in order to provide 
and assess this information to progress 
the application. 

However, the lack of key 
information has led to a delay and so 
the special planning meeting on May 
21 has been rescheduled for July 2.

The Authority has received over 
1,500 public responses to the 
application, the majority of which 
are in support because of the stated 
economic benefits of the mine to both 
the local and national economy. 

The developer has emphasised 
an economic need for the mine, 
however, the complex range of issues 
which this proposal raises needs to 
be very carefully considered. There 
are many important questions which 
remain to be answered. 

The National Park Authority 
will reach a decision once the full 
information is available and this will 
be made in line with well-established 
national and local policies taking the 
best interests of the National Park 
and its local communities fully into 
account.

 Reports and consultation responses 
continue to come in which provide 
more information and detail on the 
impacts of the proposed mine and 
associated developments. Readers 
keen to follow this project in detail 
are requested to visit the Authority’s 
website (www.northyorkmoors.org.
uk) to keep up to date with the 
processing of the application.



Restoring and planting native woodland

TREEMENDOUS
Homage to the wild wood of old 
“Ten thousand oaks of one hundred years are no substitute for one five 
hundred-year-old oak tree” 
Oliver Rackham, leading authority on woodlands and the history of the countryside

The National Park Authority has been working with 
partners and owners to manage existing woodlands 
and create new ones in appropriate locations. Since 
1998 over 600 hectares (1,482 acres) of new 
native woodland have been established. 

Over the next few years the Authority will focus 
its woodland work on two main objectives:
•  The restoration of ancient woodlands, particularly 

those that have been converted into conifer 
plantations

• The restoration of connections between habitats 
Woodland Officer Mark Antcliff explains:  “We’ve 

already helped with a lot of restoration work 
in ancient woodlands: thinning to increase light 
levels and encourage broadleaf trees; felling and 
restocking; improving access for timber harvesting; 
and controlling invasive species. We want to do 
more and our emphasis will continue to be on 
protecting existing ecological and historical features 
while gradually restoring to predominantly native 
species. We are also keen to stress that ‘restoration’ 
does not usually mean that timber production, 
sporting and other uses have to be abandoned.

“Our other main objective is to improve the 
National Park for wildlife. Where wildlife-rich sites 
are joined up the sum of the whole can be so much 
more than the sum of its parts. This is certainly 
the case for woodlands and so new planting 
is to be targeted at linking and expanding to 
provide ‘highways’ for wildlife to move around the 
landscape in response to change. 

“We are eager to work with land owners and 
land managers in the National Park to explore 
opportunities for progress in these areas. We 
can help develop projects and also access grants 
that are available from the Authority and other 
organisations.”

 Contact Woodland Officer Mark Antcliff for 
more information on restoration on 01439 772700 
or email: m.antcliff@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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SPOTLIGHT  ON  WOODLAND 

Twenty-two per cent of the National Park 
is covered in woodland – that’s a huge amount 
compared to just under 10 per cent for 
England as a whole.

But this is still, of course, tiny compared to 
the predominantly wooded character of the 
land prior to intervention by humans.

The National Park has many different types 
of woodland; from the weather-beaten oaks, 
birches and rowans of the moor-edge to the 
tall, majestic ash, lime and oak of the sheltered 
valleys; from large coniferous plantations of 
spruce and pine to pockets of boggy, marshy, 
wet woodland dominated by alder.

The most precious of these woodlands 
are those of ancient origin which have had 
continuous tree cover for at least 400 years. 

Many have links back to the ‘wild wood’ 
that colonised the land after the last ice age 
about 10,000 years ago. These woodlands 
are our most diverse habitat and contain many 
special and sometimes rare species. Ancient 
woodlands cover two per cent of the national 
park, the largest concentration in the north of 
England.

The woodlands of the National Park make 
a massive contribution to landscape and 
ecology, while also providing timber, fuel, 
shelter and opportunities for recreation. We 
are increasingly recognising their value for 
education, carbon storage, soil protection, 
flood mitigation and improving water quality. 
The benefits are significant for both the 
economy and environment.

A veteran tree in Helmsley Deer Park, at least 500 years old, showing possible lightning damage.

Three big threats to ou
Climate change, pests and diseases are the three 
main threats to our woodlands.

In recent years the number of serious tree 
diseases arriving in the UK has increased 
alarmingly. 

The most important to us at this time are: 
Phytophthora ramorum: a fungus-like disease 
which attacks many trees and plants including 
Larch; Chalara dieback of ash, a fungal disease 
only recorded in the UK very recently – it is not 
yet confirmed in the National Park but potentially 
could have a big impact on our large population of 
ash trees; Dothistroma needle blight, a fungus that 
causes death and poor growth in pine trees; and 
Phytophthora austrocedrae – a fungal-like disease 
known to be causing dieback and death of juniper 
in upper Teesdale. 

Mammal pests such as grey squirrel, rabbit 
and deer continue to be a threat to the viability 
of woodlands. Squirrels cause serious damage by 
stripping the bark from most broadleaved trees and 
some conifers. Rabbits and deer eat young trees 
and strip bark. This is why many of our woods 
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When three tons of Moorland 
Tomme cheese tasted “disgusting” 
after six months, Alastair put it at 
the back of the creamery.

“We left it and left it,” explains 
the 38-year-old from Castleton. 
“After 14 months, I tried it and it 
was delicious. We started selling 
it and I couldn’t keep up. We 
sold 15 kg of cheese in one day. 
Everybody got to know about it.”

A vocation
Cheesemaking is an art and 

like an artist – or a composer – 
the secret is experimentation and 
practice.

“Some people can draw really 
great drawings and everything is 
brilliant about it,” says Alastair. 

“If I look at myself, why can I 
produce cheese? I have not got 
an answer because I am useless at 
cooking. I think of cheesemaking 
as my vocation. It comes naturally 
to me. I can make cheese.”

Time, humidity and a temper-
ature of 12 or 13 degrees are 
critical to the 1,080 cheeses 
stored in the creamery.

Alastair has only been running 
the creamery since June 2010 
but he has had a long association 
with Botton. The village is run by 
Camphill Communities for people 
with special needs of all abilities.

His mother, Pat, used to run 
the weavery at Botton; he himself 
has run a farm in the village and 
he learnt how to make cheese in 
Germany and Scotland.

Alastair is cheesemaker and 
care worker all rolled into one 
– he runs the creamery with the 
help of four people with special 
needs and two volunteers from 
the Philippines and Brazil. 

Very tasty
This year, if Alastair’s salary 

is taken out of the equation, is 
the first time the creamery has 
made a profit. He aims to steadily 
increase production and profits 
over the next couple of years.

The creamery can never 
compete with big business. Each 
Short Horn and Ayrshire on 
Botton’s four dairy farms yield 
about 6,000 litres of milk a year 
compared to a commercial dairy 

farm cow’s of 10,000 to 12,000 
litres. 

But this is why Botton’s seven 
cheeses, made from unpasteurised 
milk for depth of flavour – 
Gouda, plain or with mixed 
herbs or cumin; Dale End mature 
cheddar; the Swiss mountain 
cheese, Summerfields; the strong 
Moorland Tomme; and a cream 
cheese – all taste so good.

The cows, which are fed hay 
and silage, have lots of contact 
with their owners, are regularly 
moved from field to field and are 
not pushed into mass production.

All Botton’s cheeses are 
available at the village’s creamery 
and selected cheeses are for 
sale at specialist shops in North 
Yorkshire. 

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN once said: “They’ll learn to like it one day.” For electrician turned 
Botton cheesemaker Alastair Pearson the great composer’s words have a special meaning.

THE SECRET OF CHEESE 

DAVID RENWICK, the new 
Director of Conservation 
at the National Park, is 
“passionate and enthusiastic” 
about the natural world and 
keen to get out and about 
to meet landowners and 
residents.

David left his post at the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council to join us in April.

The 32-year-old ecologist will have a 
busy spring – not only is he starting a 
new job, but his wife, Rachel, a florist and 
artist, is expecting their first child in June 
and they are also looking for a new home 
in the Helmsley area.

“I’m passionate and enthusiastic 
about the natural world,” said David. 
“The North York Moors National Park is 
an amazing and very special landscape 
that I have known from my previous role 
as an ecologist at Scarborough Borough 
Council, but also from numerous 

childhood holidays and visits since.”
He sees a key part of the role as 

working positively and practically 
with landowners, tenants and local 
communities.

On a personal level, David has 
a love for peatland: “Peatlands are 
beautiful and inspiring places that 
evoke a sense of wildness and mystery. 
The record of the past they provide is 
an amazing resource, but above all a 
physical expression of how our world 
has changed over hundreds of years!”

David is looking forward to continuing 
the National Park’s emphasis on 
practical projects to improve the Park in 
cooperation with the communities that 
live and work here.

Two new priorities particularly excite 
him – the initiative to join up the best 
wildlife sites in the Park by creating 
corridors of habitat between them and 
working with farmers to find ways of 
improving farm efficiency to maximise 
farm income and environmental gains.

BUSY SPRING FOR NEW DIRECTOR

Spot the elusive 
pine marten…
Many of the larger areas of commercial 
forestry established in the last century on 
former open ground have now developed 
into important ecosystems in their own right. 
Although established initially for timber 
production alone they are now managed for a 
range of benefits.

There have been some important 
conservation gains in the commercial forests 
and the most notable for the North York 
Moors is the increase in nightjar numbers. 

The nocturnal nightjar faced serious 
decline 40 years ago but commercial forest 
management in the North York Moors, where 
large areas are felled in rotation, has provided 
ideal nesting and feeding sites which have 
allowed numbers to increase dramatically here. 

Goshawk and crossbill are two other 
birds that have benefited from improved 
management of these forests.

Heathland vegetation has also been able to 
“hang on” in some of the commercial conifer 
areas. Heather and bilberry can persist and 
recolonise sites within a diverse forest. These 
species might have been lost altogether if the 
land had been converted to other uses. 

There may even be the elusive pine marten 
hiding away in some remote plantation. 
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PEOPLE IN THE PARK  ALASTAIR PEARSON
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do not have young trees to replenish the canopy as 
older trees are lost. 

Climate change will mean that some species of 
tree will rarely be planted and new ones, particularly 
in commercial forestry, will become commonplace. 

These might include the coast redwood, the 
tallest trees in the world in their native California, 
Macedonian pine and oriental spruce to name but a 
few. Changes in the species planted will undoubtedly 
lead to some changes in habitat and the associated 
plants and animals.

If climate change is left unchecked, then eventually 
the woodlands as we know them will be lost beyond 
recognition but assuming that we are able to tackle 
the causes and temperature rises are not allowed 
to reach critical levels, there will still be trees and 
woodlands in the Park at the end of this century. 

In the meantime, the challenge will be to protect 
our trees but also to make our woodlands more 
adaptable and resilient to the changes. Maintaining a 
diverse mix of woodlands and continuing with good 
management will minimise any losses and bring 
about some gains. 

' '



The grants for environmental 
innovation and tourism aim to help 
the local economy prosper in difficult 
times.

Chief Executive Andy Wilson 
said: “We have a long history of 
offering grants to individuals and 
communities for conservation work 
and environmental improvements.

“But our recent grants through 
LEADER-funded initiatives have 
shown us what wonderfully imagin-
ative ideas can come from our 
business community. 

“We hope that with a little bit of 
financial support from us we can 
encourage new ideas and make a 
difference to the North York Moors.” 

The Environmental Innovation 
Fund will applaud genuinely new 
thinking, sustainability and best 
practice. It will award grants to 
substantial projects in the National 
Park relating to renewable energy, 
energy efficiency, and utilising natural 
resources. The Authority would also 
consider exceptional and significant 
new ideas for the conservation of 
the natural environment and cultural 
heritage where these clearly benefit 
the local economy. Applications 
must be received by 30 June 2013. 

The Local Distinctiveness/
Tourism Fund aims to raise the 
profile of the North York Moors 
and promote its local distinctiveness. 
Grants will be awarded to projects 
in the LEADER area which increase 
awareness of the National Park and/
or the wider North York Moors 
brand. Ideas should utilise the area’s 
local distinctiveness whilst ensuring 
that any increase in visitors has 
no adverse impact. Applications 
are particularly welcome from 
collaborative projects which will 
benefit the area as a whole. They will 
be considered throughout the year. 

The Community Fund is a simple 
grant scheme to give community 
groups a straightforward means 
of accessing funding for work 
that delivers the National Park’s 
purposes. The Authority will shortly 
be putting out further information on 
the priorities for this.  We have been 
consulting with communities through 
the Parish Forums and the excellent 
input we have had will be used to 
inform its delivery.

 For more information and an 
application form, please visit www.
northyorkmoors.org.uk/grants
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THE STONE    
that fell to earth

Four thousand years ago our 
ancestors may have used the 
standing stone for a meeting place, 
religious ceremonies or simply as a 
way marker.

The ancient stone has no 
markings so we can only guess 
why the rock and another standing 
stone 1.4 km away are there.

But when the prehistoric 
stone fell over, the National Park 
Authority with the help of English 
Heritage and the cooperation of 
the tenant farmer, mobilised a 
team from Tees Archaeology to 
investigate and restore it to its 
former glory.

Now once again the stone forms 
part of the dramatic landscape of 
the North York Moors as it has 
done for centuries.

At risk
Scheduled Monuments, nation-

ally important archaeological 
sites which are protected by law, 
exist in a higher density in the 
North York Moors National Park 
than anywhere else in Yorkshire. 

Across the North York Moors 
hundreds of these ancient 
monuments stand as testament to 
our past. Despite their importance, 

some of them are at risk, either 
through the impacts of modern 
farming, bracken and scrub growth 
or erosion. 

Wade’s stone, which is on 
private land at East Barnby, near 
Whitby, has been restored by the 
North York Moors Monument 
Management Scheme.

The new £200,000 scheme, 
run in partnership with English 
Heritage, has been set up to 
manage Scheduled Monuments 
at risk.

So far, the scheme has 
removed 44 high-risk monuments 
from English Heritage’s Heritage 
at Risk register but there are 110 
left to tackle. 

The National Park Authority 
works with owners and land 
managers to identify what is needed 

to look after the monuments and 
then commissions any necessary 
repair work.  

Archaeological volunteers are 
a central part of the scheme, 
helping to survey and monitor 
site condition. In the future, 
they are also likely to help with 
management as well. 

Visitors
Other saved monuments 

include a 3,500-year-old cairnfield 
with burial mounds and part of a 
medieval deer park boundary near 
Egton Low Moor.  

The Forestry Commission has 
cleared bracken from monuments, 
with help from the scheme, 
including burial mounds, a lime 
kiln and a rabbit farming enclosure.

But it’s not just bracken or some 
farming practices that affects the 
survival of ancient monuments; 
visitors to the National Park can 
also have an effect. The footpaths 
at the Bronze Age burial mounds 
at Lilla Howe, Simon Howe, and 
the Two Howes on Goathland 
Moor have all had to be repaired 
due to people walking over them 
or too close to them. 

NEW GRANTS to turn good ideas into reality have been 
launched by the North York Moors National Park Authority. 

NEW GRANTS 
FOR NEW IDEAS

          

We want to make Moors Messenger as enjoyable and informative as 
possible. Why not get in touch and let us know what you think of it? 
Take a moment to fill in the form below and you’ll be entered into our 
fantastic prize draw.

1. Please tell us how satisfi ed you are with Moors Messenger ?
  1         2                 3               4        5                    6

Very                                     Very
        dissatisfi ed    dissatisfi ed               satisfi ed      satisfi ed 

2. How much has Moors Messenger increased your understanding of what 
makes the North York Moors National Park such a special place ?

   1         2                 3               4        5                    6

    Not at all     a bit                               quite a lot      a lot     

3. Which articles have you found particularly interesting or useful ?

4. Is there anything you’d like to see in future editions of Moors Messenger ?

Please return this form by 30 June 2013 to Linda Blackburne at: 
NYMNPA, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley YO62 5BP. 
You can also email your answers to info@northyorkmoors.org.uk or fill 
in the form online at www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/moorsmessenger

Your Address

The information you provide will be held under the Data Protection Act 1998 and will not be used for any other 
purpose than the prize draw. The winner will be contacted by 31 July 2013.

WIN!
Three books by Roger Osborne including the offi cial 
guide to the North York Moors and two books 
covering its fascinating geology

WEIGHING 3,000kg and measuring 2.12 metres long Wade’s Stone 
stands majestic against a cobalt blue sky. 

 

Members of the public 
are invited to attend. 
Advance notice of 
any questions would 
be welcome so the 
National Park Authority 
can give a full answer.

PARISH FORUM DATES
FORUM DATE    VENUE
Joint Tues 4 June 2013    To be confirmed
Northern Tues 2 July 2013 at 7pm   The Moors National   
     Park Centre, Danby
Southern Weds 10 July 2013 at 7pm  Sinnington Village Hall
Coastal Thurs 18 July 2013 at 7pm St Hilda’s Church, Ravenscar
Western Weds 24 July 2013 at 7.15pm The Old Vicarage, Helmsley


