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News from Moor, Coast, Forest and Dale

LAND OF IRON

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

ONE HUNDRED and fifty years ago, some parts of the North York Moors looked very different to the present
day. Valleys and hills were filled with fire, smoke and noise as they helped fuel the industrial revolution. A
short but intense period of ironstone mining and railway construction left a huge impact on the landscape and
its communities that can still be seen today.

This Exploited Land of Iron is a £3.8
million Landscape Partnership Scheme
that runs from 2017 to 2021. Supported
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, North York
Moors National Park Authority and the
David Ross Foundation, and inspired by
local communities, it tells the fascinating
story of trailblazing industrial growth
and exploitation, helping to ensure that
this important part of our history is not
forgotten. The monuments and structures
that remain will be recorded and
conserved. Wildlife and nature that has
reclaimed these spaces will be nurtured
and protected.
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RURAL AREAS are, by
definition, remote from cities.
And National Parks are generally
very remote, which brings its
own set of challenges to those
of us lucky enough to live in or
near one.

THE VISION:

By 2021 the landscape and
ironstone heritage of the
North York Moors will be in
better condition and better
cared for, will be better
understood and valued by
more people, and will have a
more sustainable future

THE AIMS:

• Industrial heritage sites and features will be recorded, protected and
conserved
• The natural environment and biodiversity will be improved
• The landscape and heritage will be better managed and more people will
be actively involved in caring for it
• The landscape and its industrial past will be more accessible, understood
and enjoyed by more people
• The future of the landscape and heritage will be safer and more sustainable

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
landofiron for more information.
And if you fancy being part of this
fantastic project you could become a
volunteer! Volunteering is essential to
the project and can be so much fun –
you meet new people, learn new skills
and gain confidence, get fit and active,
and make a real difference to your
local community and environment.
This Exploited Land of Iron offers lots

of opportunities, inside or outdoors,
for as little or as much time as you
have to spare. There are also work
experience and study placements
available with our project team.
l If you are keen to get involved or
have an idea which volunteers could
help with, please get in touch on
landofiron@northyorkmoors.org.uk
or 01439 772700

Water vole

Wild Stock Images

The Land of Iron area covers around
14% of the North York Moors National
Park, in a sweeping arc from Goathland
and Grosmont west along the Esk Valley
to Kildale, and then back up over the
Moors to Rosedale. Within this 77-square
mile area there is a remarkable mix of
built heritage sites, some visually breathtaking such as the calcining kilns at
Rosedale and the ventilation chimney at
Warren Moor Mine, and some almost
hidden from view, such as Grosmont
Ironworks and the mines at Beck Hole
and Esk Valley.
Wrapped around this built heritage is
a patchwork of valuable natural habitats
and species that have withstood the
industrial exploitation and sometimes
found a particular niche in the landscape
left behind. Habitats such as ancient seminatural woodland, upland hay meadows
and salmon rivers will be improved and
gaps between sites filled to improve
connectivity and help wildlife move more
freely.
This Exploited Land of Iron is being
led by Tom Mutton. Tom and his team
are now working on projects, including
information hubs to tell the story. Visit

Paddy Chambers

The landscape

PARISH FORUM The special appeal of a special place
2017 DATES
It’s a higher public profile for the
Park that’s all part of the National
Park Authority’s plan to promote and
support tourism in the wider North
York Moors area.
Our special qualities have a really
special appeal – from dark skies and
tranquil landscapes to wide open
moorland and dramatically sited
coastal villages. And by working
with local tourism businesses, who
know the Park best, we’ve been able
to share these qualities with more
viewers and visitors than ever before.
Individual
businesses
and
organisations have been helped
by the Local Distinctiveness and
Tourism Grant Fund, while coastal
communities have been heavily
involved in the ‘Sea Life, See
Life’ project, which has invested

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

over £450,000 to date along the
National Park coast. Meanwhile,
the annual Dark Skies Festival, held
every February, is a great example
of the sort of innovative event that
both energises local businesses and
engages new visitors.

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

According to the latest North York
Moors Visitor Survey (carried out in
summer 2016), the hard work that
goes into promoting the National
Park has been highly effective. The
value of tourism to the local area now
exceeds £600m a year, with 90% of
visitors rating our unspoilt scenery,
peace, tranquillity, wildlife and nature
as key reasons to come.
Visitors also increasingly associate
these qualities with the North York
Moors National Park ‘brand’, which is
a crucial driver of the local economy.
In fact, the survey found that – when
asked to name a National Park in
northern England – visitors plumped
for the North York Moors above any
of the others. Great news for those of
us who always thought we lived in the
best National Park in the land!

Malcolm Blenkey

NORTHERN
Thursday 6 April @ 7pm,
Egton Village Hall
Wednesday 4 October @ 7pm,
Charltons Community Hall
SOUTHERN
Wednesday 12 April @ 7pm,
East Ayton Village Hall
Thursday 12 October @ 7pm,
Hutton le Hole Village Hall
WESTERN
Tuesday 18 April @ 7.15pm,
St Peter’s Church, Osmotherley
Tuesday 17 October @ 7.15pm,
Helmsley Sports and Social Club
COASTAL
Tuesday 4 April @ 7pm,
Loftus Town Hall
Thursday 26 October @ 7pm,
St Hilda’s Old School, Hinderwell

IF YOU saw Channel 5’s series ‘A Year in the Wild’ you’ll have seen the National Park in all its seasonal
glory. And it may have jogged your memory of all the other recent times you’ve seen the North York
Moors on TV and film, from ‘Countryfile’ and ‘Yorkshire Vet’ to ‘Dad’s Army’ and ‘Testament of Youth’.

Changes in the way we all
live nowadays often have a
disproportionate impact on rural
areas. It’s easy to rely on food and
materials bought online or from
distant superstores, but it’s often
at the cost of the local shop or
pub. There is a continuing loss of
rural bus services, and an ongoing
reduction in the number of post
offices, bank branches and phone
boxes. In short we have witnessed,
and are still witnessing, major
reductions in private and public
sector services in rural areas.
I will not enter the debate about
whether some or all of this could
be avoided by following different
policies – the point I want to make
is a fundamental one of public
attitudes and long term trends. As
things stand, neither the market nor
public sector is providing many of
the things we had previously taken
for granted. And neither is providing
the efficient and fully accessible
broadband and mobile telephony on
which the modern world depends.
These electronic services are
fundamental to a genuinely thriving
rural community. Yes, there are
arguments about the exact
positioning of masts or the most
appropriate form of technology in
a particular location. But as other
forms of public provision diminish,
and where the market will not
provide, the principle that there
should be central intervention is
unassailable.
The call for a decent rural mobile
and broadband service is not a
passing or trivial matter and needs
a fundamental case to be made for
it, just as in the 19th century the
urban drive for clean water became
a matter of national pride.

Andy Wilson

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)

Blog: http://northyorkmoorsnationalpark.wordpress.com

Spotlight on Volunteers

People in the Park

Explorer Club for families
with children aged 5-14

Volunteers make a real
difference to the work we
undertake, and we have a
number of volunteer roles
available, each offering

Practical management task, Fylingdales Moor

something different to
get involved in, from
building footpaths and
fences to providing frontof-house support at our
visitor centres and mobile
exhibitions. Our staff
members also play a vital
role in making all this

Public rights of way maintenance

Boost for
the Bay

happen. With their support
and encouragement
volunteers are helped to
feel part of the North York
Moors team and together

THERE IS never a dull moment for Robin Hood’s
Bay Parish Councillor Dick Hoyle, pictured above
– whether it is tree planting, fitting benches, toilet
cleaning, being on TV showing Bay history and
smuggling tunnels, or helping to organise the village’s
annual Victorian Weekend.

deliver great results for the
National Park.
A volunteer leaders training day

HANDS

Monitoring a walkers’ cairn at Pike Howe

Park that we do. Volunteers run through all
aspects of the Park’s work, such as meeting
and greeting visitors at our Visitor Centres,
gallery volunteers, caretaker roles, practical
management work, quartermasters helping
to maintain our tools, walk leaders and
many more.”

Welcome pack
The team has also been rolling out
training for staff, to help them better manage
volunteers, and volunteers themselves. This
has included training for volunteers who
are keen to help lead work parties of other
volunteers. The two days of training has an
emphasis on the safe use of tools. We’re
also putting the finishing touches to a new

‘Welcome Pack’ for volunteers.
Joan adds: “We’ve been asking how
volunteers like their roles with us, and what
they get out of their volunteering. There are
as many reasons to volunteer as there are
volunteers themselves, but some of the most
popular answers were, to give something
back, to meet like-minded people, to help
the Park to do more, to work outdoors, for
their physical and mental health, because
they are passionate about the Park, and
quite simply for their own enjoyment and
satisfaction.”
l If you want to volunteer with the
North York Moors National Park
Authority, please take a look on our
website
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
currentvolunteering. We look forward to
welcoming you into our team!

Volunteer leading guided walk

Colin Dilcock

HELPING

WE CURRENTLY engage with a variety of
volunteers, from retired folk who want to
give something back, to students and young
people looking to widen their experience
and aid their first step into work. Some
come to us individually, others as part
of an existing group or as a corporate
volunteering task with their employers. Our
volunteers are invaluable and are a great
bunch of people to work with.
The National Park has recently taken
on some new recruits to help with this vital
work, appointing Ryan Chenery (Volunteer
Officer), Chris Pye (Volunteer Assistant) and
Joan Childs (Acting Head of Volunteering).
Joan says: “We have started by going
out and meeting our amazing volunteers,
without whom we quite simply would not
be able to do all the work in the National

PROTECTING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE

Live Moor monument after remedial work. Some loose stones have
been left around the centre of the mound to protect the bare ground
on top until the vegetation can re-establish itself.

Solstice Heritage

S Bassett

PREHISTORIC BURIAL monuments or barrows, dating from the Bronze Age 3,000-4,000 years ago, are a very
distinctive and relatively common feature of the North York Moors landscape, constituting a significant proportion
(about 65%) of the 842 protected sites or Scheduled Monuments within the National Park.
Their age and importance means
they are nationally important and
protected as Scheduled Monuments.
Barrows are often situated on high
ground with fine viewpoints and,
these days, may also be on wellused footpaths, particularly longdistance routes. And it’s here that
the modern practice of building
walkers’ cairns can cause damage
to the archaeology and put it at risk,
because the archaeological features
may also be made of stones. Moving
stones on a burial mound may disturb

post holes or the remains of other
structures, and could cause fragments
of bone – that can tell us a lot about
the person buried there – to get lost.
Passing walkers may be tempted to
start building a modern cairn on the
same spot as an ancient monument,
which could grow to bury or obscure
the monument altogether, or lead to
erosion by attracting more walkers to
climb on to it.
In spring 2015 an assessment of
ancient monuments with walkers’
cairns showed that, in some cases,

the modern cairns had originated as
markers for estate or parish boundaries,
or as grouse grit stations, but that they
were now being added to by passing
walkers. Damage caused to the ancient
monuments varied from very slight to
extreme, and eight had been so badly
damaged by the construction of the
modern cairn, or by erosion from too
many walkers, that remedial work was
identified as urgent.
To put things right, we are
monitoring the affected monuments
with our Historic Environment and

Explorer Club Volunteers, raising
awareness of the issue within the
walking community, and carrying out
remedial work to repair the worst
damage. In the first of these projects
we’ve removed modern walkers’
cairns from two monuments on Live
Moor and Raisdale Moor.

l If you want to find out if
something is protected, visit
the Historic England web site,
www.historicengland.org.uk where
you can search by feature name or
on a map.

After studying and working in
Landscape Architecture, Dick Hoyle
and his wife Pam moved to Robin
Hoods Bay in 1977, to start a new
life in tourism.
Following the creation of their
Bed and Breakfast and Antique and
Craft shop, they soon became aware
of the challenges that seasonal
tourism brings, leading Dick to
become involved in ‘Bay Traders’ –
which later became ‘Robin Hood’s
Bay Tourism Association”. Since
then, Dick has been in a team that
has been instrumental in coming up
with innovative ideas to improve and
extend the tourist season in Bay.

Great idea
Working with other businesses
and accommodation providers
they came up with the idea of
holding a Victorian Weekend in early
December. This annual event proved
so popular that it has been going for
23 years and the next one is now
being planned for 8 – 10 December!
Dick says “The Victorian
Weekend is a wonderful community
Project. Lots of people get involved
and help out by dressing up in
costume, decorating shop windows,
hanging out the bunting and putting
up the Christmas wreaths made by
local volunteers.”
There have been jugglers,
magic lantern shows, craft stalls,
auctions and Town Criers, and each
year everyone gathers round the
beautifully lit Christmas tree in the
Dock to sing carols.
Dick adds: “It’s fantastic to see
both locals and visitors enjoying the
weekend and entering into the spirit
of the occasion. It brings warmth
and joy to Bay at a time of year

when tourists wouldn’t necessarily
come to visit. It marks the start of
Christmas in Bay.”

Heritage
Through the National Park’s ‘Sea
Life, See Life’ project, funded by the
Coastal Communities Fund, Dick
has also helped reinstate parts of
Robin Hood’s Bay heritage. This
work has included restoring the
village’s outdoor water taps and
a cast iron pillar fountain, used
in Victorian times, before mains
water was fitted to each property.
Victorian-style lanterns have also
been fitted (replacing modern later
additions); while the famous cast iron
lifeboat collection ‘Fish’, installed in
1887, (the oldest known collecting
box for lifeboats) has been restored.
Always ready for the next
challenge, Dick is now working
to save the village toilets, which
are essential for visitors, walkers,
cyclists, school groups and locals.
The Parish Council has just taken
over Bank Top Toilets, which are
being renovated with help from a
grant from the North York Moors
National Park. And Pam isn’t sitting
on her laurels either, having recently
helped to set up a local arts group
with like-minded artists, with their
own studio, display space, and Art
courses.
Dick comments: “Living in Robin
Hood’s Bay is great. There is a lot
of inspiration from fellow artists and
from the environment around us
in the National Park. Every day is
different, from the colour of the sky
and the sea in different weathers.
Life is never boring here, it’s always
inspiring. A lovely place to live and
explore.”

NEWS

Construction
starts on
exceptional
Polyhalite mine

IN BRIEF

Your free guide
OUT and About in the North York
Moors, the free 2017 visitor guide
to the National Park is out now. Get
your free copy from our National
Park Visitor Centres at Sutton
Bank and Danby, or request a copy
from our website. It also includes
information on exhibitions at the
Inspired by… gallery, features on
the area’s wildlife and heritage, plus
details of many attractions and sights
of the North York Moors.

AT THE time of writing, Sirius
Minerals had confirmed that
the construction of its polyhalite
project at the newly named
Woodsmith Mine site near
Whitby was due to start in April.
Detailed meetings were to
continue with the company to
ensure that the important precommencement planning conditions
and security arrangements required
in the S106 Legal Agreement were
met and in place to enable the
planned start date to take place.
Many of these are detailed plans
and monitoring reports required to
ensure that the amenities of local
residents and the surrounding
sensitive environment are adequately
safeguarded from the impacts of the
construction.
Arrangements were also being
finalised to ensure that restoration
and reinstatement bonds would be
available and funding put in place
to deliver the positive mitigation
measures proposed to offset the
impacts of the mine development.
Briony
Fox

Footprints through time
AS PART of the North York Moors National Park Authority’s Coastal Communities
Fund, Sea Life, See Life project, 50 mosaic panels have been installed along the
125-metre sea wall at Robin Hood’s Bay.
This unique piece of art ‘The Story
of Bay – Footprints through Time’,
made using 300,000 tiles, is believed
to be one of the longest public mosaic
artworks in the UK!
The stunning community artwork,
commissioned by the Authority,
took 15 months for designer and
artist Ruth Wilkinson to create in her
North Yorkshire studio at Pateley
Bridge. Drawing on ideas contributed
by residents of the village, visitors,
local artists and historians, the mosaic
storyboard, covering a 125-metre
stretch of parapet adjacent to a path
that tourists and sightseers follow,

leads visitors on a journey through
the village’s 190-million year history.
Ruth adopted a footprint theme
throughout starting with those
belonging to Jurassic dinosaurs. The
final panel depicts human prints and
diving flippers heading back into the
water with a saying: “Stepping back
into the source of life from which we
came…”
Other sections of the artwork
feature notable points in local history
such as shipwrecks, the heyday of
smuggling and the development of
the railway, which have all left their
mark on the village’s character today.

Call to artists
ART TO GO

Artist Ruth Wilkinson

The Authority has appointed two
key posts to lead on the monitoring
of the mine construction and deliver
the range of positive projects
that will be funded by the S106
Agreement. Briony Fox joined the
Authority on April 3 and is the
new Director of Polyhalite Projects
and Robert Smith takes up the
position of Senior Minerals Planner
responsible for ensuring the mine
is delivered in accordance with the
detailed planning approval and the
90 plus conditions attached to it.
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North East Wildlife

RING OUZELS

Village life, has also provided a
rich source of inspiration, including
the close-knit community created by
fishing families knitting ganseys for
the fishermen in days gone by, and
the memories that people have of
living in and visiting Robin Hood’s
Bay.
You can see a video about the sea
wall mosaic on the National Park’s
YouTube channel.
l The Coastal Communities Fund
is funded by the Government, with
income from the Crown Estate’s
marine assets. It is delivered by
the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of
UK Government and the Devolved
Administrations in Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales.

THE RING OUZEL, sometimes called the
mountain blackbird, is easily distinguished
from its garden cousin by a white breast
band usually visible on both sexes. A summer
migrant, ring ouzel breed at higher altitudes in
Britain before returning to the Atlas Mountains
in North Africa. From March onwards, the
distinctive haunting song of the males can be
heard echoing around moorland edges within
the North York Moors.
The upland landscape of the National Park
is ideal habitat for the Ring Ouzel, with
scrubby heather in which to nest close to
sheep pasture, rich in insects and worms to
feed a growing brood. Berry bearing trees
and shrubs clinging to rocky outcrops provide
opportunities for stocking up on sugar-rich
fruit prior to migration
Unfortunately, Ring Ouzel populations are
declining across the UK. Climate change is no
doubt a factor with alpine species such as Ring
Ouzel pushed to ever higher altitudes. Our
population in the Moors are likely also affected
by little succession of berry-bearing trees.
The Land of Iron project will be looking to
plant new rowan saplings and monitor nest
predation amongst the Rosedale population in
order to help this special bird recover a stable
footing in the uplands.

Saturday 29 July – Monday 4 September
Established and emerging artists are
being invited to submit original pieces
of art, postcard size, for a summer
exhibition to go on sale for £25.
Each piece of work will feature
in this five-week exhibition at the
Inspired by… gallery, Danby which
aims to showcase to visitors just how
affordable, portable and accessible
art can be.
Artists are invited to register their
interest with Sally Anne Smith,
Gallery Curator by the 30 June.
Email s.smith@northyorkmoors.org.
uk or call 01439 772700.
Up to 10 original pieces can
be submitted, using any medium –
drawings, photographs, paintings,
printmaking or textiles. These will
need to be delivered to the Inspired
by… gallery, The Moors National
Park Centre, Danby, Whitby YO21
5NB by 24 July 2017.

Ryevitalise
THE National Park Authority and
its partners have been successful at
the first stage of securing £2 million
of Heritage Lottery Fund money
to develop our next Landscape
Partnership Scheme – Ryevitalise.
The scheme, under development,
will help appreciate and enhance
the Rye’s verdant landscape and
clear waters, resulting in a more
natural, better functioning and better
understood landscape.

Annual report
THE National Park Authority’s
annual report for 2016/17 will
be available in June, outlining
key achievements and providing
information on our expenditure and
performance.
This year’s report will be made
available in the ‘About Us’ section
of our website at northyorkmoors.
org.uk

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700
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