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Exceptional potash

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

mine gains approval
ON 30 JUNE 2015, the Members of the North York Moors National Park Authority (NYMNPA) approved
plans for the new potash mine proposed by York Potash Ltd to be built at Dove’s Nest Farm, Sneaton, in the
National Park.
The application was one of the
largest received by any UK National
Park. In reaching their decision,
Members took into account the
extensive examination of the
application by NYMNPA officers as
set out in their report to the Special
Planning Committee and the views of
other organisations with expertise in
specific areas, and also the heartfelt
statements for and against given by
people at the meeting and in writing.
Ultimately Members felt that the
long-term benefits for the local,
regional and national economy were
potentially life-changing for large
numbers of people and that there
existed the exceptional circumstances
needed by national planning policy to
grant approval to a major development
within a National Park. York Potash
estimates that the new potash mine
could create over 1,000 direct jobs
– something that Members felt could
bring real benefits to disadvantaged
areas across Scarborough Borough
and Teesside which include some of
the most deprived areas in the country.

Long-term benefits
Underneath the North York Moors
lies what may be the thickest and
highest grade polyhalite (a type of
potash used as a fertiliser) in the
world. York Potash has shown that
there is a considerable potential
market for polyhalite, with substantial
interest shown by a number of
fertiliser companies across the world.
The Company estimates that at full
production the mine will bring an
annual contribution to the UK GDP of
over £1 billion.
Economic benefits aside, there is
no shying away from the fact that the
mine will have a major impact on the
landscape of that particular part of
the North York Moors, largely during
the construction phase. However,

PARISH FORUM
2016 DATES
NORTHERN
Wednesday 13 April @ 7pm
Tuesday 4 Oct @ 7pm
SOUTHERN
Tuesday 19 April @ 7pm
Tuesday 11 Oct @ 7pm
WESTERN
Thursday 21 April @ 7.15pm
Thursday 13 Oct @ 7.15pm
COASTAL
Wednesday 27 April @ 7pm
Thursday 20 Oct @ 7pm
Venues for all meetings to
be confirmed.
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HERE’S an exciting proposition:
the National Park is looking more
beautiful than it has done for
decades.

Members felt that the huge efforts to
mitigate the impact and the substantial
sums being paid by York Potash to
compensate for the acknowledged
harm, pushed the balance towards
approval.
There are plans, for example, to
offset some of the carbon emissions
by creating more native woodland
in the North York Moors which will
incidentally bring major long-term
benefits to a host of different wildlife
and enhance the character of the
National Park’s landscape. Money will
also be spent on increased promotion
of the wider North York Moors area
to support and grow the burgeoning
tourism industry.
Chris France, Director of Planning
at NYMNPA, said:
“Our involvement with the
project does not end with Members’
decision to delegate approval of the
application. Indeed, since 30 June we
have had useful meetings with York
Potash to finalise the many planning

conditions that will govern the mine’s
construction and operation. These
include an improved design for the
mine buildings and the strengthening
of conditions around ecology and
groundwater issues and noise and
vibration impacts.
“We will continue to work
closely with York Potash during the
construction phase and beyond to
ensure these detailed conditions are
met.”

Local feedback
The NYMNPA and York Potash
are also working with North Yorkshire
County Council and Redcar &
Cleveland Borough Council on a
number of transport-related issues
to reduce disruption as much as
possible during the construction
phase. This includes junction and
road improvements to better facilitate
HGVs, and additional funding to
increase services on the Esk Valley

Railway (Middlesbrough to Whitby) to
give people an alternative to driving
on the A171.
At the time of writing a decision
notice – a legal document which
gives details of the decision made by
Members and sets out the stringent
conditions that need to be met was
due to be issued. The development
cannot proceed without this document
which is the formal permission. The
NYMNPA has been working with York
Potash to ensure the decision notice
was issued as soon as possible.
During the construction phase
liaison groups are planned to enable
local people to give their feedback
and to try and tackle any planning or
transport issues that arise during this
time. Details of these groups and how
to join will be made available soon.
l For more information on the
decision and to keep up to date
with the latest developments, go to
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/potash

New LEADER programme secured
THE NYMNPA has secured
£2.336 million of European
funding to support projects
and activities in the wider
North York Moors area.

The funds are provided
through the Rural Development
Programme for England, which
seeks to improve the quality of
life in rural areas, diversify rural
economies and make the
agricultural and forestry sectors
more competitive.
The North York Moors, Coast
and Hills LEADER Programme
will run from 2015 to 2020
and applications for funding from
local businesses, individuals,

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

communities and organisations
are now being accepted. All
projects are required to make a
positive and direct contribution to
improving the local economy and
must be connected to farming

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

and forestry productivity, rural
tourism or micro and small
business development.
If you are interested in applying
for funding, please contact Amy
Thomas, LEADER Programme
Manager, on 01439 772700 to
discuss your ideas.
More information on the
Programme is available at: http://
www.moorscoastandhills.org.uk/
All grant applications received
will be overseen by the LEADER
Executive Group, a group of
representatives from the private
sector and voluntary enterprises
along with the NYMNPA, North
Yorkshire County Council and
Local Authorities.

I am writing this on a sunny
September day – not when you will
read this in darker November – and
our rather wet summer has kept the
countryside fresh and green. But even
so, the Park looks particularly special
to me at the moment.
Eyesores like Carlton Bank have
improved hugely over the last 20
years. Many ancient buildings have
been restored. Hard-edged conifer
plantations have been softened. Trees
planted over many years are filling out,
enriching the scene, spreading wildlife.
The moors look well managed for
grouse, there’s less bracken, the farms
are well cared for. Wading bird numbers
are holding up. There is not much fly
tipping and a great deal of work has
been done to improve our rivers and
streams (let me say “Staithes” before I
earn a huge postbag!).
So thank you everyone, farmers,
householders,
landowners
and
foresters. I think the National Park
has helped too – thousands of grants,
lots of advice, some gentle and some
robust enforcement and plenty of extra
money drawn into the area, all help.
And while people inevitably
disagree with some planning decisions,
we have certainly managed to keep
the National Park free from the worst
developments and open to some of the
most needed and the most beautiful. I
know there are exceptions to all of the
above but people are still coming here
to see the beauty of the North York
Moors, and the evidence shows that
we have turned the tide on tourism and
numbers are heading back up again.
To finish, a question: is there a
reader who thinks that the National
Park might now look the best it has
ever looked?

Andy Wilson

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)
Published by:
The North York Moors National Park Authority,
The Old Vicarage,
Bondgate, Helmsley,
North Yorkshire
YO62 5BP
Tel: 01439 772700
Email: general@northyorkmoors.org.uk
Printed on recycled paper

Blog: http://northyorkmoorsnationalpark.wordpress.com

LWD dam using a cross log design on Sutherland Beck

PICKERING is an area known for flooding,
with the most serious flood to date (2007)
causing an estimated £7 million of damage
to residential and commercial properties.
The NYMNPA has been working in
partnership with various organisations
to help hold water in the landscape
and delay its passage downstream, thus
reducing the risk of flooding. ‘Slowing the
Flow’ (2009-2015), recently awarded a
Judges’ Special Prize in the Civic Voice
Design Awards, was a pilot project funded
by DEFRA, led by Forest Research and
closely supported by various organisations
including the Forestry Commission
Environment Agency and NYMNPA.
The project used the natural
environment to slow the flow of water
run-off and reduce flood risk by planting
trees, constructing ‘woody debris dams’
in becks and streams, targeted blocking of
moorland drains and tackling erosion of
moor and footpaths.
These improvements – combined with
a large flood storage bund constructed
to the north of the town – are designed
to protect Pickering from at least a
1 in 25 year flood. As well as flood
protection measures there have been
other environmental improvements such
as woodland planting, wildlife habitat
creation and erosion repairs, and many
opportunities for community engagement
and learning.
l The project is now complete and a
final report is available on the Forestry
Commission website: www.forestry.gov.uk

People in the Park

Himalayan balsam

TURNING your favourite hobby into your job is just a dream for most people but for
Yorkshire couple Adrian and Cathy Carter – of Pace Cycles – it’s become a reality.

Japanese knotweed

Unwanted pests
INVASIVE plant species such as
Himalayan balsam and Japanese
knotweed can smother our
native plant species, reducing the
biodiversity of plants and animals
in the area.
Serious erosion problems are
caused by these plants since they
die back in the winter, leaving bare
river banks (with little stabilising
vegetation), which are then easily
washed away by floods.
Simon Hirst, River Esk Project
Officer at the NYMNPA, said:
“We have been working with
Whitby Naturalists and the Centre
for Agriculture and Biosciences

International, to trial a cuttingedge biological control method
for Himalayan balsam using a rust
fungus. Volunteers are monitoring
its effectiveness, and we hope this
work will help prevent the spread
of Himalayan balsam through the
countryside.”
As part of the Yorkshire
Derwent Catchment Partnership,
the NYMNPA undertook a further
programme of Himalayan balsam
control along the river Seph this
year, dramatically reducing the
number of plants.
The Partnership also organised
a demonstration day in Bilsdale
to showcase habitat enhancement
which could be rolled out to other
parts of the Seph.

SAFEGUARDING THE

RIVERS
OF THE EARTH

Hooking the small fry

There is more to our rivers than first meets the eye. At a glance you see
the water, watch it flow past bushes, fields, making its way round bends
and under bridges. You hear the sound as it rushes along, you may even
stop and wonder at its beauty, spotting anglers casting their rods or
canoeists paddling downstream.
The NYMNPA is dedicated to ensuring the upkeep and preservation
of the area’s rivers as well as their flowers, fish, wildlife and even waterpowered turbines. We work with a number of organisations such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, Yorkshire Water, local rivers’
trusts (Yorkshire Esk Rivers Trust and East Yorkshire Rivers Trust), angling
clubs, local universities (Durham and York) and local schools, to protect
our rivers for future generations.

GETTING our younger generations to
appreciate and conserve rivers is the focus
of our ‘Salmon in the Classroom’ project
which involves seven schools in the Esk
Valley.
This popular project brings the river into
the classroom in the form of a hatchery
tank. The children look after the young
stages of the fish from egg to fry, before
releasing them into the river. While the tank
is in the classroom, various activities teach
the children about the lifecycle of different
aquatic organisms and the importance of
river ecosystems.

The Esk Fisheries Association and
Yorkshire Esk Rivers Trust, along with
the NYMNPA, recently set up a Young
Angler Initiative (YAI) to bring young
people together to learn how to fish. In
addition to teaching angling skills, each
session provides an enjoyable social event
and provides an enriching opportunity for
many young people from isolated rural
communities.
The YAI has run for two years thanks to
the support of several volunteers.
l If you would like further information
about the YAI programme contact Robert
Parnaby education@northyorkmoors.
org.uk

More muscle for the mussels

Harnessing water’s power
FUNDING from the NYMNPA helped a group
of like-minded and determined people set
up a community project to install a 50kw
hydroelectric turbine on the River Esk at
Ruswarp, near Whitby.
The turbine started operating in December
2012 and generates green electricity, supported

by the Feed-in Tariff, with profits made going
to support local carbon-reducing projects.
Despite a few teething troubles and some
highly variable river flows, the turbine has so
far generated 260,000 units of electricity.
A key part of the project has been to ensure
that the turbine did not have a detrimental
effect on biodiversity and fish populations. A
new fish pass was installed and a monitoring

programme (of national significance) run by
the Environment Agency since 2010 is about
to enter its final year. The research to date
shows that since the turbine was installed a
greater proportion of fish are ascending the
weir, although it takes slightly longer for them
to do so.
l For more information go to http://www.
WhitbyEskEnergy.org.uk

A £300,000 grant from Biffa (www.biffa-award.org) has
kick-started a new project to safeguard Yorkshire’s last
remaining population of freshwater pearl mussels (FPM).
Running from 2015 to 2018, the project focuses on
the River Esk – the only river in Yorkshire with a FPM
population and also the principal river in Yorkshire for
Atlantic salmon and sea trout.
The project will build on previous work to reduce
sediment and nutrient input into the Esk, which is starting
to deliver some great results. We are working closely
with farmers to promote “Water Friendly Farming”. This
has involved carrying out and helping fund a range of
improvements to farm infrastructure including installing
riverbank fencing and watering points, concreting farm
yards, fixing rainwater pipes and installing cross drains.
This work will help the environment and also help the
farm businesses too.
The project is targeting the Upper Esk catchment,
including all the catchment upstream of Lealholm
(including Danby, Castleton, Westerdale, Commondale,
Baysdale, Great Fryup and Little Fryup).

l For further details about the project go to
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/pearlmussels

And now with their two children
Aimee and Sophie joining the business
the whole family has the cycling bug.
Established in 1987 Pace Cycles was
founded by Adrian Carter with Cathy
Carter quickly joining the company; a
married couple with a love and passion
for the outdoors. Adrian’s innovative
and pioneering ideas revolutionised
mountain biking technology and help
put Yorkshire cycling on the map.
Having created and patented many
designs and components, and spending
over two decades helping to make the
National Park a cycling destination,
Adrian and Cathy decided to diversify
the original Pace brand and expand
their business.

Working in tandem
Dalby Bike Barn, run by eldest
daughter Aimee, was launched in 2012
and Aimee’s sister Sophie, keeping
up the ‘Pace’ family tradition, opened
Sutton Bank Bikes in July 2014. Both
operations are destination businesses
helping attract visitors to the National
Park to experience this unique bit of
Yorkshire by bike.
Visitors are in for a treat as, not only
do they have the beautiful backdrop
of the North York Moors and Dalby
Forest to enjoy, but unlike other
cycling centres the trails have been
designed by a team including Forestry
Commission staff, local riders, Rangers
and Adrian himself to ensure a fantastic
experience on durable and sustainable
trails. Consideration is given to cyclist
needs but also those of other users and
visitors plus the environmental needs of
the Moors, for example integrating a
selection of natural tracks and ancient
drove roads into a riding landscape
that includes hours and hours of riding
on natural feeling trails but which are
man made/managed, while ensuring
it doesn’t impact upon such things as
farming, wildlife or ancient monuments.
The Carter family’s vision is to make
cycling accessible and fun for everyone
in a safe and beautiful environment.

TAKE A RIDE ON

THE WILD SIDE
“People often put barriers up preventing
themselves from cycling; I haven’t
ridden for years, I’m too old, too
overweight or perhaps plain scared”,
says Adrian. “But we try and build
confidence by providing a graded trail
matched to their ability and needs. We
cater for all ages in groups, couples or
as individuals from beginners through
to the very experienced – we want
people to feel inspired and their cycling
mojo rejuvenated after visiting us, to
have the wow factor and want to come
back for more”.
In partnership with the North York
Moors National Park Sutton Bank Bikes
is located at Sutton Bank National Park
Centre. The site provides spectacular
views, several grades of stunning

singletrack cycling loops and a much
loved skills area at almost a 1000ft up
on the moors yet adjacent to the A170
main road gateway to the National
Park. And in the words of James
Herriot “it’s the finest view in England”.
Cathy said “It’s a fabulous place to
ride and in the future would love to see
a long distance cycling route connecting
Sutton Bank and Dalby Forest centres
together providing a stunning long
distance route for visitors”.
l To find out more about Pace and
the two bike centres go to:
www.pacecycles.com
www.dalbybikebarn.co.uk
www.suttonbankbikes.co.uk
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/cycling

Retaining the past for the future
THE North York Moors host some wonderful and
rare archaeological sites and monuments including
841 that are protected by law as Scheduled
Monuments.
However, some of these are considered ‘at risk’ and
extremely vulnerable, such as those of the once important
alum industry on the coast, now in danger from cliff collapse.
The alum industry operated from c.1604 until 1871 and
produced almost the entire supply of English alum until the
early years of the 19th century when new techniques were
developed.
We are unable to save some monuments and so we look
to make a detailed record of them in order to capture the
history of these precious sites. As part of the Monument
Management Scheme (MMS), the NYMNPA commissioned a
programme of archaeological excavation and survey of four
key alum sites (Saltwick, Kettleness, Sandsend and Boulby).
Highlights include some particularly well-built stone

structures at Boulby, while at Saltwick some surviving flat
wooden barrow boards (for the movement of materials) are
the remains of a complex sequence of deposits and structures
revealing a dynamic and developing industry. Kettleness
demonstrated re-use by the ironstone industry after alum
production had ceased, while at Sandsend, detailed up-to-date
survey techniques including aerial and LiDAR were employed
to reveal the full extent of the works.
Due to the hazardous location of the sites on steep cliff
edges, undertaking the work was quite dangerous with
excavators needing to use climbing and safety equipment to
gain access.
The second MMS programme (2012-2015) resulted
in recommendations for 77 Scheduled Monuments to be
removed from the Heritage at Risk register (approximately
a 50% reduction) and improvements made to a further 30.
The programme has been extended by a further grant from
Historic England for the next three years.
Archaeological Research Services

Forestry Commission / Tom Nisbet / Crown copyright

Spotlight on Rivers

Slowing the flow

Liz Bassindale

CREATIVE PLAY
AT SUTTON BANK
A NEW creative area for natural
play has opened at Sutton Bank
National Park Centre, providing
a place for adventure, challenge
and fun for children of all ages.

IN BRIEF

Christmas craft fair

The new facility, which includes
tracks and tree stumps, round-houses,
a quirky tree-house and sand ‘pools’,
has been designed to reflect the North
York Moors’ heritage and history.
Sutton Bank National Park Centre
has something to offer all ages, be it
walking, cycling, sightseeing or just
popping out for a coffee and a browse
round the gift shop. With the addition
of the new play area, younger children
can now experience the countryside
in a playful way too.

to
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ATLANTIC SALMON

FONDLY known as the ‘King of
the River’, the Atlantic salmon
has an amazing ability to migrate
thousands of miles, overcoming
many obstacles, and then swim back
to the very same spot it was born.
Autumn is the time of year when
these wonderful fish start to make
their way upstream, leaping rapids,
weirs and waterfalls to make the
long and sometimes dangerous
journey back home to spawn.
Stand on a bridge over the River
Esk and you might just be lucky
enough to see these marvellous
creatures when they enter the
rivers. Adult Atlantic salmon are
usually silver-grey with black spots,

THE Moors National Park Centre’s
free festive weekend takes place on
14 and 15 November, 10.30am
to 4.00pm, with over 30 stalls
offering the very best of local arts,
crafts and seasonal gifts. New for
this year, children can follow the
Christmas trail to find Santa in
his special woodland grotto and
take part in seasonal craft-making
activities. Sutton Bank National Park
Centre will be holding a Christmas
shopping weekend on 28-29
November with kids’ activities, crafts
and live music.

How are we performing?
The Authority strives to maintain a high level of customer service and
performance. The table below gives a snapshot of how we performed
in 2014/15 on our headline indicators. More information can be
found in the annual report on the Authority’s website.

but during the breeding season the
males develop a ‘breeding dress’
and appear more reddish in colour.
They also develop a hooked jaw
called a ‘Kype’ which is used to fight
rival males.
Atlantic salmon breed in the
winter, migrating upstream to find
gravelly river beds in fast flowing
water in which to lay their eggs. The
young fry spend their juvenile stages
in freshwater for two to three years
until they are big enough to migrate
out to sea. Adult salmon can weigh
up to 14kg with males measuring up
to 1 metre in length, compared to
the females which grow up to about
80 cm.

INDICATOR
Percentage of National Park managed in line with
NPA conservation objectives
Net annual change in area of National Park managed
in line with NPA conservation objectives

2014/15
TARGET
ACTUAL
79%

78%

+623ha

+1299ha

75%

78%

90%

92%

Satisfaction rating for users of ‘promoting
understanding’ services (Visitor Centres, Website,
Education and Events)

90%

90%

Planning applications determined in a timely manner

80%

80%

Major applications determined within 13 weeks

60%

50%

Minor applications determined within 8 weeks

65%

77%

Other applications determined within 8 weeks

80%

82%

Percentage of appeals dismissed (average over 4 years)

67%

50%

£31.51

£31.07

98%

97%

• Correspondence within 10 working days

98%

91%

Percentage of our meetings and events that are
accessible by public transport

60%

60%

Percentage of footpaths and other Public Rights of Way:
• That are easy to use by the public
• Signposted where they leave a road

Planning cost per head of population
Performance for answering:
• Telephone calls personally within 5 rings

Inspiring music

ON 6 November at 7pm and 8
November at 3.30pm, the Inspired
by… gallery, Danby, will host its first
chamber music event as part of the
North York Moors Chamber Music
Festival, featuring Priya Mitchell
(violin), Meghan Cassidy (viola) and
Jamie Walton (cello), performing
a programme of music by Mozart,
Bach, Beethoven and Dohnányi.
Tickets are £15.00 and must
be booked in advance by calling
01439 772737. Concert goers will
also be able to see ‘The Inhabited
Landscape’ exhibition.’

New Members

THIS year’s elections brought
changes to the Members who
serve on the NYMNPA. We
welcome: Guy Coulson & Clive
Pearson (Scarborough Borough
Council); Michael Dick (Redcar &
Cleveland Borough Council); and,
Les Atkinson & Ena Dent both
of whom are Secretary of State
Appointed Parish Members. There
is currently a vacancy for a Secretary
of State appointed Member, which
will be filled in 2016. Jim Bailey
was re-elected Chair and Malcolm
Bowes Deputy Chair.
You can find out more
information about our Members
at www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
members

Farming for the future
WITH over 82,000 hectares actively managed as agricultural land, farming makes up by
far the biggest land use within the North York Moors National Park.
Just over 2,000 people are employed
in agricultural enterprises and recent
DEFRA studies highlighted that the
average income from Less Favoured Area
livestock farms was just £14,500.
Yet farms within the National Park are
of fundamental importance, contributing
millions to the local economy and
looking after some of our most valuable
environmental features, many of which
are of international importance. Land on
many of the holdings makes a significant
contribution to carbon storage and flood
risk mitigation, as well as producing high
quality food and drinking water for the
area. Add to this the fact that the farmed
landscape within the North York Moors
contains a network of tourist attractions
that are internationally renowned,
attracting millions of visitors each year,
and it becomes clear why there is a need
to support these valuable enterprises.
Planning ahead and responding to
changes in agriculture was a key focus of

a recent scheme undertaken by farmers
in the National Park. Earlier this year the
NYMNPA worked in partnership with
other protected landscape organisations
across the northern uplands to pilot
an assistance scheme for some of our
moorland farmers. The Dales and
Moors Farm Innovation Project provided
resources for NYMNPA staff to engage
with 20 farmers across the area to write
and develop Whole Farm Plans from
2015 to 2018.

Real success
The project combined business and
environmental audits of each farm
to identify strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats for the future.
Many of the landowners involved felt
that the scheme was a real success and
brought a fresh set of eyes to each farm,
offering an alternative perspective.

Teasing out aspirations for the future
was a positive experience for all and
common themes emerged, such as the
need for farmer networks and alternative
energy sources, concerns over changes to
agri-environment payments, opportunities
for farm tourism and issues surrounding
public rights of way through farmsteads.
John Beech, Land Management
Advisor at the NYMNPA, said:
“Farmers are well known for having
a high level of built-in resilience and
respond and adapt well to changing
circumstances. The very nature of the
industry dictates this. The Dales and
Moors Farm Innovation Project has, over
a short period of time, shown that the
Whole Farm Planning approach can
provide valued and useful support for the
farming sector. Hopefully, if resources are
available in the future, the pilot scheme
can be offered to other farmers and
landowners across the North York Moors
National Park.”

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

Mike Kipling
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