
Item 2 
 

North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
Public Minute of the site visit held at Lordstones Café, Chop Gate on 8 June at 10am. 
 
Present: Mr J R Bailey, Mr m Bowes, Mr T Lawn, Mr P Lawson, Mr G H Simpson, Mr R 

I Thompson, Mr M Knaggs, Mr D Hugill 
 
 
Apologies: Mrs J Frank, Mr B Briggs, Mrs J Mitchell, Mr S Scoffin, Mrs H Swiers,  

Mrs C Seymour, Mr H Tindall 
 
National Park Authority Officers: Chris France, Director of Planning 
    Ailsa Teasdale, Area Planning Officer 
    Sarah Bointon, Administrative Apprentice. 
 
Others: On behalf of the Applicant - Mr D Reeve  
   Agents - Mr R Edwardson, Mr T Caithness 
  Great Busby Parish Council - Mr Rowe, Mrs Hugill 
  Bilsdale Midcable Parish Council – Mr D Hollingsworth 
  Supporters – Mr R Turner, Mr J Mehta  
 
39/12 NYM2011/0813/FL Application for alterations and extensions to provide 

additional floorspace to cafe & shop along with additional storage rooms. 
Provision of a separate shower and toilet facilities together with use of land for 
the siting of tents and 5 no. camping pods 

 
 Members assembled at Lordstones Café in front of the existing building proposed to 

be extended. 
 
 Mr Lawn briefly thanked the group for attending the Committee Site Visit (on such a 

miserable day) and outlined the procedures. 
 
 Chris France introduced the application and outlined the various elements of the 

proposed scheme and reminding Members that there is an extant permission for an 
extension on the site. A reminder was also given with regard to the areas proposed to 
be covered by the Section 106 Agreement and also the 30 Conditions that were 
proposed in relation to the development to ensure that it was carried out in an 
acceptable manner. 

 
 Member’s attention was also drawn to the main considerations raised at the previous 

Committee Meeting which included the concern with regard to the potential conflict 
between the two National Park purposes and therefore the Sandford Principle, which 
sets out in Section 62 of the Environment Act that if it appears that there is a conflict 
between the two purposes, then the Authority shall attach greater weight to the 
purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage 
of the area comprised in the National Park.  

 
 The other area where particular concern was raised was with regard to the 

prominence of the site from the areas of high ground to both the south west and north 
east of the site. Unfortunately due to the low cloud level members did not walk the 
footpaths to the high ground to either side of the site, however handouts were 
provided showing photographs of the site from both directions which were referred to 
at various points in the meeting.  

 



 Ailsa Teasdale clarified that the Highways comments had now been received and that 
there comments were that the overflow parking should be clearly signed and 
available when required. She also added that additional consultee comments had 
also been received from the neighbouring landowners with regard to the level of 
unauthorised/unregulated camping activity which goes on on the site at present. 

 
 Members asked question to clarify how the site would be managed and also with 

regard to the alterations proposed to the existing parking area. Clarification was also 
requested with regard to who the parking would be available to and Chris France 
confirmed that access to the site would be left open at all times other than in 
exceptional circumstances and that this would be confirmed in the Legal Agreement. 
There would also be an area created within the site, but outside of the location of the 
gate which would always be available unrestricted for parking. 

 
 Ailsa Teasdale then led a tour of the various different aspects of the site. 

Unfortunately the door to the café building had ceased shut and therefore access 
could not be gained to the café itself although views were available through the 
windows. Clarification was provided with regard to the floor areas proposed in the 
approved and proposed schemes. Members were shown to the rear of the existing 
café building, where the land has already been dug out to implement the approved 
scheme. This additional area is required as no consideration had been given to 
storage in the scheme that had already been approved. The service buildings in this 
area would allow the site to be managed in a satisfactory manner and would ensure 
that the various containers around the site would be removed. 

 
 Members were then shown through the parking area to the area around the ponds for 

the siting of 5 pods and the planning agent confirmed that these would be located 
within the denser areas of planting and that there would be no vehicular access to 
this area.  

 
 Walking back to the location of the new demountable toilet block discussions took 

place with regard to this building and also the overflow parking. It was clarified that 
the toilet and shower block would be available to anyone who passed through the site 
and that the building would be removed if at any point in the future the camping use 
ceased on site.  

 
 At present overflow parking is merely proposed under Part 4 Class B of the Town and 

Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 which would allow up 
to 28 days a year without the benefit of planning permission anywhere on the site. 
However Members and Parish Councillors felt that this may be better controlled by 
restricting the area to be used and including it formally as part of this planning 
consent. This location and also the camp site were areas that Members felt may 
benefit from additional clump planting to help break up the massing of any parked 
cars and tents in the landscape when the areas are in use. 

 
 The overflow parking area and campsite were identified on the photo handouts to 

show how much of the area would be seen from each direction. 
 
 Within the area to be used for camping clarification was given that the area would 

only be used by tents and cars associated with them if ground conditions allowed 
access, there would be no caravans or campervans allowed on the site. Clarification 
was also given that it was only the area around the edge of the site that was being 
considered for the siting of the tents, approval would not be recommended if the area 
in the middle of the site was proposed to be used. A plan clarifying this has been 
submitted by the agent to be used in the Section 106 Agreement. Parish Councillors 
questioned why the number of tents had not been restricted and it was confirmed that 
this was due to the vast size difference in tent sizes.  

  



 The restriction by area would allow more smaller tents for walkers passing through 
the site, however distances between tents would have to accord with the 
requirements set out in the site licence. It is considered that this site license 
restriction and the limiting of the area to be used in the Section 106 Agreement would 
be considered enough to control the landscape impact of this element of the 
development.  

 
 Members then walked back to the Café building, crossing the Cleveland Way, where 

the Members asked some final questions with regard to the shop that was proposed 
on the site and the types of produce that would be sold from it. 

 
 Mr Lawn closed the meeting at 11.15am.  
 
 Ailsa Teasdale 
 Area Planning Officer 
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