
North York Moors National Park Authority 
Planning Committee Site Visit 

 
Public minutes of the site visit held at Boulby Mine, Loftus, on 31 January 2020. 
 
Present: Peter Berry, Malcolm Bowes, Janet Frank, David Hugill, Patrick James, David 

Jeffels, Heather Moorhouse, Sarah Oswald, Caroline Patmore, Clive 
Pearson, Andrew Scott, Subash Sharma, Jeremy Walker, Colin Williamson. 

 
Apologies: Jim Bailey, Andrew Breckon, Ena Dent, Alison Fisher, Bob Marley, Shaun 

Moody. 
 
National Park Authority Officers: Mark Hill (Head of Development Management), Rob Smith 

(Senior Minerals Planner), Wendy Strangeway (Planning Administration 
Officer). 

 
Others:           Councillor Hodgson (Loftus Town Council), Councillor Whitehead (Skelton and 

Brotton Parish Council), Councillor Gallon (Ugthorpe and Hutton Mulgrave 
Parish Council), Councillor Watson (Ward Councillor Danby and Mulgrave 
Ward), Councillor Chance (County Councillor – Whitby Mayfield-cum-
Mulgrave Division), David Bamford (Representing objectors), Sean Paling 
(Representing supporters), Mr Tabenor (local resident), David Mcluckie (ICL 
Boulby), Katie Robinson (ICL Boulby), Andrew Fulton (ICL Boulby - Present 
for latter part of stage 2 of the visit only). 

 
NYM/2019/0764/MEIA Application in respect of the winning and working of polyhalite 
and salt over a 25 year period from 2023, temporary importation of muriate of potash 
(MOP) to allow the production of fertiliser products, retention and operation of all 
surface installations, buildings, plant etc subject to a phased deconstruction plan 
within the 25 year period and a three year period for site decommissioning and 
restoration at the end of the 25 year period 
 
The members, applicant, representatives of Scarborough Borough Council, North Yorkshire 
County Council, local parish councils and local supporters and objectors met at 11:00am on 
elevated land within the applicant’s ownership, immediately to the west of the operational 
site boundary. 
 
The Chair opened the visit with introductions, explained the main purpose of the visit and 
invited the applicant to summarise any health and safety issues. Mark Hill then reminded 
attendees of the Committee Site Visit protocol that had been circulated with the invitations, 
before summarising the proposals via reference to display material. Key points made in the 
summary included the significance of the existing development and the application proposals 
in the context of the National Park location; and that the high degree of landscape impact 
was a key consideration although the Mine is also an important source of employment and a 
main contributor to the economy of the area. Mark Hill then summarised the main products 
from the Mine, the significance of the Mine as the only operational UK source of potash 
minerals and that the importation of Muriate of Potash to manufacture PotashpluS 
represents a significant new factor in the development of the Mine. 
 
The Chair then invited David Mcluckie to indicate the purpose of the main mine buildings and 
structures visible. Mr Mcluckie also pointed out a number of structures no longer in active 
use that are intended for removal as part of the phased deconstruction program set out in 
the application and that ICLs aim is to achieve the relocation of processing activity to 
Teesside in under 10 Years.  

Item 3 



He acknowledged difficulties in creating a robust PotashpluS product and that further 
research and development work is required before relocation can be achieved. 
 
Mark Hill then continued by summarising some of the main issues raised so far in 
consultation responses and representations, including the benefits of around 560 current 
direct well-paid jobs, the related economic benefits of the development and the fact that it 
has been stated that important scientific work is taking place within the site through the 
underground dark matter research facility and other related scientific studies. On the other 
hand concerns have been raised about the importation of Muriate of Potash for processing in 
a National Park location; the relatively modest beneficial effects of the phased de-
construction process and that the development would lead to a continuation of current 
harmful impacts from noise, air pollution and on the landscape.  He also referred to the 
absence of detailed proposals to address ‘Core Policy D’ carbon offsetting and any 
proposals for further mitigation or compensation for expected residual impacts. 
 
Questions were then taken from Members on matters including the scale of indirect 
employment, the rate of importation of MoP (which was clarified by the applicant as currently 
being well below the 66 HGV limit on road movements of mineral from the site), the process 
for development of the PotashpluS product and the potential for utilisation of renewable 
energy such as heat from the Mine. 
 
The Chair then invited questions from other attendees. Questions were asked on a number 
of current operational issues including noise, emissions to air including dust, and lighting.  
The Chair reminded attendees that the main purpose of the meeting was to view the site in 
the context of the application proposals, and Mark Hill advised members that Officers were 
aware of these operational concerns and that separate discussions were taking place, 
including with other regulators where relevant, in order to address them where possible. A 
parish council representative also commented that the site is not as noisy as it used to be, 
that there were substantial economic benefits from the scheme and that the proposals would 
result in a substantial reduction on the overall ‘footprint’ of the site. 
 
The Chair closed the first part of the visit and attendees travelled to Greenacres Farm on the 
east side of Staithes to view the site from the Cleveland Way. At the invitation of the Chair, 
Mark Hill explained that it was important for the members to get a longer distance view of the 
surface Mine site, to see it in its wider landscape context and in the context of the current 
planning requirement for the Mine to cease operations by May 2023, with the site to be 
restored within the subsequent two years. An image illustrating the same view with the Mine 
development edited out was displayed, to provide an approximate representation of the 
same view following restoration of the site. The mine buildings or structures proposed to be 
removed as part of the phased de-construction proposals were also indicated.   
 
The Chair then invited questions from Members and other attendees. A Question was asked 
about the purpose of the main chimney stack. The applicant clarified that this is to disperse 
steam from the compactors used in mineral processing. Clarification was also provided 
about the buildings proposed to be removed. 
 
The Chair closed the visit at approximately 12:30pm once he was satisfied that there were 
no more questions. 
 


