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The spectacular coastline where the North York Moors meet the sea provides tremendous 
opportunities for teaching and learning. Here are some ideas for using Robin Hood's Bay as 
a case study for key topographical features of the UK. 

Locational Knowledge (Geography) 

Find Robin Hood's Bay on a map. Describe its location within the British Isles. 


Use the photographs (provided below) to stimulate th inking and discussion. 


Describe where the village is situated in the landscape. Describe what you can see. 


What time of year do you th ink the photographs were taken? How would it look in a 

different season? 


Compare the pictures of Robin Hood's Bay at high and low tide. 


Why have high walls been built around the bottom of the village? (Sea defences). 


The cl iffs further along the shore are made of soft clay and rocks deposited by glaciers 

after the end of the last ice age about 10,000 years ago. These cl iffs are very unstable 
and cliff falls are common, especially after heavy rain. Should money be spent on building 
sea walls along here as well? 

Coastal Habitats (Science) 

The coastl ine of the UK provides many different habitats for wildlife including sandy 
beaches, rocky shores, towering cliffs and dark, damp caves. These habitats are home to 
many different plants and animals. Use books or the internet to find out about seashore 
wildlife. 

Eg. http://www.marlin.ac.uk/species.php (external link) 

Which animals or plants are suited to a rock pool habitat ? 

Choose an animal or plant to draw. How is it adapted for living in a rock pool? Label it's 
adaptations. 

What problems would seashore creatures face when the tide is high / low? 

What examples can children find of animals or plants adapted to coping with these 
problems. 

See the story 'A Bit of Bother with a Boggle' and ' Ideas for Using the Story for English 
Teaching ' in our resources section . Includes information and worksheets for ch ildren 
about seashore wildlife. 

http://www.marlin.ac.uk/species.php
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Settlements and Tourism (Human Geography) 
Why do tourists go to Robin Hoods Bay? What facilities might the village have that the 

tourists might use? 


Robin Hood's Bay is a 'honeypot' destination . Every year thousands of visitors and many 

school groups visit this beautiful place. Sometimes the beach is very crowded with people 

paddling, having picn ics, hunting in rock pools, walking dogs, playing ball games and 

building sandcastles. 


What sort of problems might visitors cause for wildl ife I for local people? 

What could visitors do to help care for wildl ife and avoid causing problems for local 

people? 


When many people hunt in the same rock pools every day this can have a damaging 

effect on the wildl ife. 


Design a poster about seashore wildl ife and the need to care for it. 

Send children's posters to the National Park Education Service, we would 

love to see your work and may be able to put it on display in our visitor centre. 

Email: education@northyorkmoors.org.uk 


Creative Writing (English) 

'Jurassic Park' - the rocks which make up the cliffs and shore of Robin Hood's Bay were 
formed between 200 and 145 mill ion years ago, during a time that geologists call the 
Jurassic Period. At this time the area looked very different. Weird and wonderful creatures 
swam in a deep ocean and dinosaurs plodded and scampered across muddy deltas, sandy 
beaches and through tropical forests. The remains of creatures from this time can be found 
as fossils. There are even dinosaur footprints further down the coast near Scarborough . 

Imagine meeting a dinosaur. Write a story about your encounter. Where did you meet? 
Was the dinosaur friendly or scary? Did it talk to you? Was it a happy dinosaur? 

How did the village get it's name? 
Originally Robin Hood's Bay was just called 'Bay' or 'Baytown'. Write a story to suggest 
how it got the name that is used today. 

Look at the ordnance survey map of the area around Robin Hoods Bay. Choose a 
strange place name and write a story inspired by it. See the story (provided below) about 
Ness Point near Robin Hoods Bay written by a local chi ld. 

See 'A Bit of Bother with a Boggle' - an illustrated story about a fami ly on holiday near 
Robin Hoods Bay with additional photos, worksheets and notes for teachers (provided in 
our resources section). 
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Home Baking 
Snacks Light Lunches 

Take-Away Food 
Jams Truffles Fudge 

Ice Cream 

Typical street in Robin Hoods Bay.
 
August 2013
 



Fossi l of a 
dinosaur footprint 
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Robin Hood 's Bay 

This photograph is of Robin Hood's Bay looking south towards Ravenscar. You can see some of the 
old fishermens' cottages and some of the last remaining fishing boats. It is high tide and you can see 
the sweep of the bay with high cliffs leading to a farmed landscape. 

Use these words to complete the sentences below. 

beaches sand visitors habitats birds scenery 

fossils eastern fishing seagulls North cliffs 

At the . ... .. ... ... ... ..... edge of the National Park the land meets the ... .. ... ... .. . 
Sea. For thousands of years rain , ice, wind and waves have carved and shaped 
this coastline into the . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ...... we see today. 

Here you will find sandy beaches, rock pools, towering . .. ... ... ... ..... , steep 
wooded valleys called 'wykes', sheltered bays and fascinating villages. 

There are many seaside villages with old cottages and narrow, winding streets 
clinging onto the cliffs. The coast is a brilliant place to visit and attracts millions 
of ... ... .. ... ... ... .. every year. 

The villages originally developed because of the ... ... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. industry. 
There are few fishermen left now and many local people make a living from 
hotels, cafes, shops and other services for the tourists who visit the coast. 

The coast provides several different and important . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... for wildlife 
including high, rocky cliffs, rock pools, sandy ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... .. , caves and 
muddy estuaries where a variety of plants and animals live. 
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Ideas for Creative Writing 

Ness Point 

This story was inspired by a place called 'Ness Point' near Robin Hoods Bay. 

Written by Toby, age 7, Fylingdales C of E Primary School 


A long time ago when even your granddad's and grandma's were children, the villagers of 
Robin Hood's Bay were the bravest adventurers of the earth. They used to go on all sorts 
of adventures across the universe. One day all of the villagers awoke to the sound of 
"We're going on an adventurous parade!" 

After they had packed their back packs they set off on their journey. After a while they 
came to a dead end so they all leaned over the cliff to see what was going on. But all that 
was down there was a stream gushing with water. But that wasn't all because suddenly 
there was a huge wind like a herd of elephants and it knocked them off the edge of the cliff 
and they fell down and down and down. But just then . .. . there was a roar. 

Out of the water came a huge monster with prickly spikes all down his back and his name 
was Fred Ness. He was a distant brother of Nessie from Loch Ness in Scotland and he 
had been hiding out near Robin Hood's Bay for centuries. The people screamed as they 
saw the spiny green monster with a neck as long as 12 football pitches. Before they could 
dive to the side they landed splat on his back. 

They landed so hard that one of his spikes came off his back and stuck into the cl iff. 
Unfortunately it cracked the whole of the cl iff. Well nearly all of the cl iff because the bit that 
the spike was in stayed in and it looked like a spike in the rock. 

In the end the monster didn't eat them but took them back to land and from that day on that 
cl iff was called Ness Point. 

This story won joint fi rst 

prize in the National Park 

Authority's 60lh 
anniversary children's 

story writing competition 
in 2012. This painting 

was done by local artist 

Julie Mclinden and was 
presented to Toby as part 

of his prize. 
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Further Information 

Activities for School Groups 

The National Park Education Service offers activities for schools based at Robin Hood's 
Bay including: 
»- Seashore Habitat Study 
»- Robin Hood's Bay Walk 
»- Beach Art 
»- Weird and Wonderful Trail 
»- Village Enquiry 

See our section on 'school and group visits for KS2' to find out more or contact us. 
Telephone 01439 772700 or Email: education@northyorkmnoors.org.uk 

Further Information about the Coast 

Information about the North Yorkshire and Cleveland Heritage Coast 
http ://www. northyorkmoors. erg. u kid iscover/coast 

'The Dinosaur Coast' by Roger Osborne and Alistair Bowden 
ISBN 0 907480 88 8 
Excellent, easy to read book with great illustrations about the 
geology of the Heritage Coast. 

External Links 

The Dinosaur Coast website: http://www.dinocoast.co.uk/ 

The Rotunda Museum at Scarborough (geology and fossils) 
http://www.rotundamuseum.co.uk 

Whitby Museum (famed for its collection of Jurassic fossi ls including several spectacular 
marine reptiles) http://www.whitbymuseum.org.uk/ 

The Whitby Jet Heritage Centre: http://www.whitbyjet.co.uk/ 

http:http://www.whitbyjet.co.uk
http://www.whitbymuseum.org.uk
http:http://www.rotundamuseum.co.uk
http:http://www.dinocoast.co.uk

