
   North York Moors National Park Education Service 
   Activities for KS 2 groups 

 

  Litter and Conservation at Robin Hood’s Bay 
 

Working in small groups children spend up to 20 minutes  
picking up litter along the beach (gloves provided).  We then 
reconvene and sort the rubbish, grouping it according to the  
materials from which it is made and how it might have arrived  
on the beach. Children then play a game to discover the 
length of time it takes different items to degrade and we 
consider the problems litter causes for wildlife and people. 
 
Age Range:  Years 3 to 6  (Age 7 to 11) 
Duration:  about 45 minutes 
Cost: Please note that the minimum charge at Robin 

Hood’s Bay is the ‘short’ day rate per child so 
you could consider combining this with another 
session. 

Location:  Robin Hood’s Bay – please note that there are no indoor classroom facilities at this location but             
     public toilets are available.  
 
Main Curriculum Links:  
Science – human impacts on environments 
 

 
Key Learning Objectives  
Children should learn… 

 
Learning Outcomes  
 

  
Science   
● about positive and negative impacts of humans on  
   the environment 
 
Other skills 
Team working 
Problem solving 
Expressing and explaining their own opinions 

All children will be able to:  
● express how they feel about litter as an issue 
● recall how long it takes plastic bags to degrade 
● understand how they can have a positive impact on the   
   environment 

Most children will be able to:  
● understand the impact of litter on marine wildlife and people 
● suggest ways of reducing litter 

Some children will be able to:  
● encourage others to think about the issue 

 

Assessment for Learning 
We assess learning using a variety of techniques appropriate to the activity such as: questioning, questioning 
games, observing how well children are performing tasks, checking results, quizzes and feedback forms.    
 
Opportunities for Extending Learning Before and After this Activity 

 Consider how the amount and types of litter on the beach might change at different times of the year. 

 Write a story or a poem about a wild animal’s encounter with an item of litter on the seashore. 

 Design a poster to encourage people to take their litter home. 

 For ideas and resources to support coastal topics go to: http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-
us/school-and-group-visits/schools-and-colleges/key-stage-2/resources-for-ks-2-teachers 

 If you are not registered already, consider becoming an Eco-school. Find out more at: 
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/eco-schools/543 
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