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About this pack...

The information included in this pack is designed specifically to assist ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) students’ language progression. 
However, it can be useful to a range of people who are learning English  
or adult special needs learners who wish to develop their reading and 
writing and skills.

This pack has been developed by the  
North York Moors National Park Education 
Service with the help and support of 
North Yorkshire County Council. For more 
information about other services offered by 
the National Park Education Service see 
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/schoolvisits

For more information about The Moors 
National Park Centre contact the Centre 
directly by phoning 01439 772737  
or see www.northyorkmoors.org.uk
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Reading signs

Write the correct sign name next to the picture. 

Choose from the words below.

Speaking and listening activity –  

talking about your interests

Tick the things you like. 

I like...

toilets disabled access no dogs
fire exit no smoking sheep on the road

• going to the seaside

• travelling by train

• learning about history

• canoeing

• windsurfing

• cycling

• visiting tea rooms

• climbing

• taking photographs

• walking in the countryside

I like ... going  
to the seaside .  
What about you?
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What do you like doing in your free time? 

Ask 3 other people in the class.

What do you like doing in your free time? 

Complete the table with phrases about leisure.

Complete the phrases about leisure

go to the seaside

visit

learn

travel

Go to the seaside

Learn about

Go

Visit

Travel by

Go for a

seaside
train
history
canoeing
walk
windsurfing
cycling
tea rooms
photographs
climbing
fishing
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Have you ever tried any of these things? Work in pairs to  
talk about doing these activities in the North York Moors  
National Park.
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Finding out about  
The Moors National Park Centre

Read the information about the Centre and answer the questions...

Questions:

1) Where is The Moors National Park Centre?

2)  Name two things you can do and see at The Moors  
National Park Centre.

  1.

  2.

3)  How much does it cost to get in?

4)  What is The Moors National Park Centre’s  
telephone number?

• National Park exhibition
• Art gallery
• Free entry
• Books, maps and gifts in the shop
• Café
•  Bird watching area
• Indoor climbing wall for children
• Outdoor play area
• Local walks
• Wheelchair loan
• Sculptures

The Moors  
National Park Centre

Lodge Lane
Danby
Whitby
YO21 2NB

Tel: 01439 772737

The Moors National Park Centre offers:
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The Moors National Park Centre is located in the north 
of the National Park, less than a mile (1.6 km) from 
the village of Danby in the Esk Valley and about 16 
miles (26 km) from the seaside town of Whitby. It is 
surrounded by beautiful moorland. The Visitor Centre 
offers a wide range of attractions such as walks, bird 
watching, an art gallery, an exhibition, a shop and a café.

Admission to the centre is free and you will be 
welcomed by friendly staff who will give you any 
information you need.

There are plenty of activities for people of all ages.  
Children can try out the indoor climbing wall or play on 
the outdoor adventure playground whilst adults can 
enjoy peaceful walks, stroll around the art gallery or 
enjoy a cup of tea in the café.  During school holidays 
there are lots of activities for children and families.

Read the information about The Moors National Park Centre 
and answer the questions...

Questions:

1) Where is The Moors National Park Centre?

2)  Name three things you can do and see at The Moors  
National Park Centre.

  1.

  2.

  3.

3)  How much does it cost to get in?

4) How can the staff help you?

5) Name one activity especially for children.
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Finding The Moors National Park Centre  
on a map

In this activity you will find out where The Moors National Park 
Centre is and you will find out about other interesting places to 
visit nearby.
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Questions:

1) Find:
  • The Moors National Park Centre on the map.

2) Find:
  • Great Fryup Dale 
  • The Hole of Horcum

3) Find:
  • Robin Hood’s Bay 
  • North Yorkshire Moors Railway
  • Helmsley
  • Rosedale Abbey
  • Cod Beck Reservoir

4) Can you find the other National Park Visitor Centre? Where is it?

5)  Have you visited any of the places you have found? 
Tell your partner about one. Where would you like to visit?
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Reading signs

Find the signs for:

toilets wheelchair access

no dogs

fire exit

sheep on the road

no smoking

Item I like price size, colour,  
   material

1) £

2) £

3) £

In the gift shop

Go into the shop and pick three things you like. 
Complete the table with the information for your level.
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Decide which item you would like to buy and say why:

I would like to buy

because

I won’t buy

because

Are there any items on special offer?

Write one or two sentences to describe an item. Read your 
description to your partner. Can he/she guess what it is?

Example:  It helps you find your way about. It looks small but folds out into 
something much bigger. ( map )
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In the art gallery

What is in the art gallery today?

What are you interested in?

Write three objects/things you like?

 1.

 2.

 3.

Do you know what the objects you like are made of (e.g. wood)?

If you don’t know the answer ask a member of staff.

Re-order the words to make questions.

where / I / go / can / cycling ?

   ?

toilets / are / where / the ?

   ?
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centre / time / does / what / close / the ?

   ?

café / is / the / today / open ?

   ?

can / I / where / birds / watch ?

   ?

•  Choose an activity you like, e.g. walking, cycling, fishing.  
Ask at the Centre for information about this activity.

• Is there anything special happening this month?
• Write the information you find in the table below.

Activity

Place

Price for adults

Price for children

Opening days

Opening hours

Additional information

Excuse me,  
where can I go 

cycling?
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Choose an activity you like, e.g. learning about history, walking, 
horse-riding. Ask at the Centre for information about it. Look at 
the information table on the previous page. What questions will 
you ask to find the missing information? 

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

Is there anything special happening this month?

Ask the staff your questions.  

Write the information they give you in the table.
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Rewrite your questions using polite phrases.

Excuse me... 
Would you be able to tell me about...?
I’d like some information about... please

In the café

How much is a cup of coffee?

How much is a cheese sandwich?

Name three types of cakes...

 1.

 2.

 3.

What is the cheapest food item?

What is the most expensive food item?

What would you like to eat/drink?
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Bird watching in Crow Wood

Go to the bird hide and look at the birds. 

How many different types of birds can you see?

Can you name the birds? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

43

21
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Walking and biking

Ask for information about walks in the local area.

 1. How far is it to Danby village?

 2. Which walk crosses the river?

 3. How far is it to Danby Castle?

 4. Is there a 3 mile walk?

 5. Which walk would you like to do?
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Robin Hood’s Bay

At the centre: ask about Robin Hood’s Bay. 
Put the questions in the right order:

 1.  is / Robin / Bay / where / Hood’s ?...   

   Where is Robin Hood ’s Bay?

 2. there / is / car / a / park ?

    ?
 
 3. does / how / it / much / cost ?

    ?
 
 4. Bay / there / is / bus / Hood’s / to / Robin / a ?

    ?
 
 5. any / there / public / are / footpaths / there ?

    ?
 
 6. maps / any / do / have / you ?

    ?

At the centre: ask about Robin Hood’s Bay.  
Complete the questions:

 1.                                          Robin Hood’s Bay?
 
 2.                                    car park?
 
 3.                                                     cost?
  
 4.  Is                                                     Robin Hood’s Bay?
 
 5.  Are                                                                                                 there?
 
 6.                                                       maps, please?

At the centre: Your class wants to visit Robin Hood’s Bay.  
Ask for tourist information about what you can do there.  
Find out about car-parking, bus services, travel time,  
refreshments and one other attraction nearby.
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Work in pairs.  
Ask and answer the questions.

Is there a café?

What time does the centre close?

Where can I buy a map?

What is there to see there?

Can I bring my dog?

Reorder the words to make questions.

cakes / café / does / the / sell ?

    ?
 
the / centre / close / does / in / summer / later ?

    ?
 
I / can / buy / shop / gifts / the / in ?

    ?
 
play / is / a / children’s / area / there ?

    ?
 
car / is / park / the / free ?

    ?

What did you learn at the centre?  
Prepare a short talk for your group. Tell them what you saw, 
what you asked about and if you think the visitor centre is a useful 
place for tourists to go to find out about the North York Moors.
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The Story of Beggar’s Bridge

About the story
Beggar’s Bridge is an old bridge in the village of Glaisdale in the 
northern part of the North York Moors National Park. Look again 
at the map on page 9.

Can you find Glaisdale?  
Can you find Egton? 
Can you find Whitby?

Work in groups
Pre-reading: Look at the words and pictures (below and 
overleaf) – what can you see?

• swimmer
• ship
• rain
• bridge
• sheep
• money
 

• river
• moors
• village
• Whitby
• girl
• pirate
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Listen and read

The Story of Beggar’s Bridge

Egton is a small village in the northern 
part of the moors. Long ago, a young 
man called Tom Ferris lived there.  
His father is a sheep farmer and  
they do not have very much money.  
One day Tom goes to a local fair.  
He meets a lovely young girl called 
Agnes. They talk and discover that they 
get on very well together. He falls in 
love with her straight away.

Agnes lives in Glaisdale, a village about 3 miles (5 km) away from Egton. Tom visits 
her often and he walks across the moors and crosses the River Esk to meet her. 
There is no bridge over the river, so Tom has to wade through the water.

Agnes comes from a rich family that owns lots of land. Her father does not want 
her to see Tom because Tom is too poor. So Tom asks her father if he can marry 
Agnes if he becomes rich. Her father says yes, because he thinks that Tom will 
never earn enough money.

Tom decides to go away to sea to become rich. The night before he leaves, he 
walks from Egton as far as the river. It has rained heavily for days and the river  
is very full. It looks dangerous to Tom, but he wants to say goodbye to Agnes 
before he leaves. He tries to swim across, but the river is so strong that he has  
to turn back. Exhausted, he pulls himself out of the water onto the river bank.  
He knows he will have to leave without saying goodbye to Agnes. He promises 
himself that if he becomes rich, he will build a bridge to make it easier for  
people to cross the river.

He travels to Whitby and goes away to sea. He fights in the battle against the 
Spanish Armada. Then he travels to the West Indies and becomes a pirate.  
He captures a ship and sails back to England in it. He sells the ship and  
becomes a very wealthy man.

With plenty of money in his pocket, Tom rides to Glaisdale on a fine horse and  
asks Agnes to marry him. This time her father allows it as Tom has become a  
rich man. He builds a bridge across the River Esk at Glaisdale and it becomes 
known as Beggar’s Bridge. The bridge still has his initials ‘TF’ carved onto it  
and the date 1619.
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True or false

1.  Egton is a small village in the northern part of the moors.  True

2.  Tom Ferris lives in Glaisdale.  False

3.  Tom’s father has cows.                       
4.  Egton is 3 miles away from Glaisdale.                       
5.  Agnes’ family owns lots of land.                       
6.  Tom fights in a big battle.                       
7.  Tom goes away to sea because he likes ships.                       
8.  Tom becomes a pirate.                       
9.  When he is rich, Tom sails to France.                       
10. Agnes’ father lets her marry Tom.                       
11. Tom builds a bridge across the River Esk.                       
12. The bridge has Agnes’ initials - AR - carved into it.                       

Pronunciation

Listen and practise the syllable stress.

 
Egton

 
Glaisdale

 
River   Esk

 
Whitby

Speaking

Use two of the pictures. Say one sentence for each picture. 
Now retell the story around the class.
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Pronunciation

Listen and mark the syllable stress.

 
Egton

 
Glaisdale

 
River   Esk

 
Whitby

Grammar focus
Irregular verbs: what is the Past Simple of the verbs below?

Listen and Read

The Story of Beggar’s Bridge

is

have

go

meet

fall

leave

know

fight

sell

become

Egton is a small village in the northern 
part of the moors. Long ago, a young 
man called Tom Ferris lived there. 
His father was a sheep farmer and 
they did not have very much money. 
One day Tom went to a local fair. 
He met a lovely young girl called 
Agnes Richardson. They talked and 
discovered that they got on very 
well together. He fell in love with her 
straight away. 

Agnes lived in Glaisdale, a village 
about 3 miles (5 km) away from Egton. 

Tom visited her often and he walked 
across the moors and crossed the 
River Esk to meet her. There was no 
bridge over the river, so Tom had to 
wade through the water. 

Agnes came from a rich family that 
owned lots of land. Her father did not 
want her to see Tom because Tom 
was too poor. So Tom asked her father 
if he could marry Agnes if he became 
rich. Her father said yes, because he 
thought that Tom would never earn 
enough money.
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True or false

1.  Egton is a small village in the northern part of the moors.  True

2.  Tom Ferris lives in Glaisdale.  False

3.  Tom’s father has cows.                       
4.  Egton is 3 miles away from Glaisdale.                       
5.  Agnes’ family owns lots of land.                       

Read and put the verbs in the past simple tense:

Tom                            (decides) to go away to sea to become rich. The night before  
he                             (leaves) , he                            (walks) from Egton as far as 
the river. It            (has) rained heavily for days, and the river           (is) very full.  
It                      (looks) dangerous to Tom, but he                (wants) to say goodbye 
to Agnes before he                  (leaves). He                    (tries) to swim across,  
but the river            (is) so strong that he              (has) to turn back. Exhausted,  
he                            (pulls) himself out of the water onto the river bank. 
He                   (knows) he would have to leave without saying goodbye to Agnes. 
He                             (promises) himself that if he                            (becomes) 
rich, he will build a bridge to make it easier for people to cross the river.

He                            (travels) to Whitby and                  (goes) away to sea.  
He                          (fights) in the battle against the Spanish Armada. Then 
he                            (travels) to the West Indies and                            (becomes) 
a pirate. He                            (captures) a ship and                       (sails) back to 
England in it. He                     (sells) the ship and                            (becomes) a 
very wealthy man.

With plenty of money in his pocket, he rides to Glaisdale on a horse and asks 
Agnes to marry him.  This time her father allows it as Tom has become a rich 
man.  He builds a bridge across the River Esk at Glaisdale and it becomes 
known as Beggar’s Bridge.  The bridge still has his initials ‘TF’ carved onto it 
and the date 1619.
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True or false

1.  Tom wants to become rich to marry Agnes.              
2.  The night before he leaves, Tom rides a horse from Egton to the river.              
3.  The river looks dangerous because it has rained for days.              
4.  Tom swims easily across the river.              
5.  If he ever becomes rich, Tom wants to build a better road to Glaisdale.              
6.  After the battle, Tom sails to the West Indies and becomes a farmer.              
7.  Tom comes back to England and marries Agnes.              

Speaking

Are there any old stories about your town or village?

Is there a very old bridge in your town or village?  
Do you know anything about it?

What do you think about pirates?

What is the Past Simple/past participle form of the  
irregular verbs below?

swim

find

take

become

bring

fall

fight

get

leave

keep

sell

build

meet

come

know

Listen to the story. Match the pictures to the story.
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Read the sentences about the story and decide if they are 
true or false – if they are false, correct them!

1.  Egton is a small village in the northern part of the moors.  True

2.  Tom Ferris lives in Glaisdale.  False

  He lived in Egton.

3.  Tom’s father has cows.                       
   

4.  Egton is 3 miles away from Glaisdale.                       
   

5.  Agnes’ family owns lots of land.                       
   

6.  Tom goes away to sea because he likes ships.                      
   

7.  Tom becomes a pirate.                       
   

8.  When he is rich, Tom sails to France.                       
   

9.  Agnes’ father lets her marry Tom.                       
   

10. Tom builds a bridge across the River Esk.                       
   

11. The bridge has Agnes’ initials  ‘AR’ carved into it.                      
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Speaking

Are there any old stories about your town or village?

Do you know if you have any old bridges in your town?  
Do you know their stories?

Tom went off to become a pirate.  
What do you think about earning money that way?

Have you got a partner?  
How did you meet him / her?

Danby Castle Walk

Look at the map of the walk to Danby Castle.  
Can you see the following things?

• River Esk
• a car park
• Duck Bridge
• Danby Castle

• a junction
• a sports field
• The Moors National Park Centre
• the railway line
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Look at the map again and complete the directions for  
the Danby Castle Walk with the phrases below.  
Some of them have been done for you.

• railway line

• turn left

• straight on
• Danby Castle

• cross the road

• cross over

• walk down the hill

• turn right

• Castle Houses

 a.  Go out of the car park and  cross the road.  Follow the footpath  
sign opposite.

 b.  Cross the footbridge across the River Esk. Walk  straight on.

 c.                                    the railway line. Walk straight on through the field 
until you reach a gate.

 d.                                    and walk along the road until you reach Kadelands 
House. Opposite the house, turn left and follow the footpath sign.

 e.  At the gate                               and walk along the edge of the field until 
you reach a footpath sign. Turn right and walk down the hill to another gate.

 f.  Go through the gate and walk up the hill until you reach                              .
 g.  Turn right through the gate and walk up the hill.  At the top of the hill go left 

along the road until you reach                                  . When you have 
looked at the castle, turn round and walk back along the road to a junction.  
Turn right and                                    along the road.

 h.  Keep walking along the road until you reach the gate on the right,  
which you came out of earlier. Walk back through the field and cross  
the                                  . Cross the bridge over the river and return to  
The Moors National Park Centre.

Work with a partner.

You are lost! You see another walker. 
Ask for directions from:

1.  Danby Castle to The Moors National Park Centre. 
2.  Kadelands House to Castle Houses. 
3.  The car park to Duck Bridge.

Excuse me, 
 how do I  

get   to? ...
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 a.  Cross the river using the footbridge and continue straight on 
until you cross over the railway line.

 b.  Turn right and walk down the hill, along the road, until you 
reach Duck Bridge on your right.

 c.  Opposite the house, look for the footpath sign. Cross the road 
and follow the sign along the edge of a field.

 d.  You will see a small gate on your right.  Go through it and walk 
up the hill to the big gate at the top.  Go through this gate, turn 
left and walk along the road.

 e.  Walk straight on through the field until you reach a small  
gate. Turn right and walk along the road until you reach  
Kadelands House.

 f.  At the next gate, go left and walk along the edge of this field 
until you reach a footpath sign, pointing to the right. Follow it 
and walk down the hill to another gate.

 g.  When you have looked at Danby Castle, turn round and walk 
back along the road to the junction.

 h.  Go out of the car park, cross the road and follow the footpath 
sign straight on.

 i.   Go through the gate and walk up the hill until you reach  
Castle Houses farm.

 j.   Keep walking along the road until you reach the gate on the 
right, which you came out of earlier. Walk back to The Moors 
National Park Centre.

4

5

1

Look at the map again and number the directions for  
the walk. Some of them have been done for you.

Cover the directions. Work with a partner. 
Practise giving each other directions using only the map.
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For your notes . . .
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For your notes . . .
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