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1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To report the details of a Forest Design Plan which is under review and to seek 

Member’s comments and include them in any response to the Forestry Commission. 
 
 
2. Background 
 
2.1 For each of its larger Forests Forestry Commission Enterprise (FE) produces a 

strategic plan which sets out its long term aims and objectives, as well as the more 
detailed management proposals to cover the next 10 years. Forest Design Plans 
require approval from the Forestry Commission Authority (FC) and FC consults the 
National Park Authority (and others) about plans as a part of the normal consultation 
process before they are approved. FC has agreed to extend the normal 28 day 
consultation period to allow reporting to the National Park Authority so that Member’s 
views can be considered prior to the plan being approved. 

 
2.2 Officers have already had discussion with FE about the draft plan and have seen 

various comments incorporated into the consultation document. 
 

3. Broxa Forest – Description 
 
3.1 The 730ha Broxa Forest is about 10km to the northwest of Scarborough and is mainly 

on former moorland plateau, which is deeply incised to the south by the Whisperdales 
and High Dales Becks. The eastern boundary is formed by the River Derwent and 
abuts the more extensive Langdale Forest. To the north and east the forested land 
also falls away sharply towards Harwood Dale and forms a prominent landscape 
feature.  The location is shown at Appendix 1 (more detailed plans will be available at 
the meeting). 
 

3.2 Larches and pines predominate (with a small proportion of other conifers) but nearly a 
fifth of the area is broadleaf, mainly birch and beech but with ash oak, sycamore and 
alder widespread. Currently around 12% of the forest is unplanted open 
ground/recently felled. 
 

3.3 Most of the forest is secondary plantation woodland but around 25% is ancient in 
origin, largely planted ancient woodland sites (PAWS) which is located on the valley 
sides and along the Derwent. Species of note recorded in the forest include Schedule 
1 birds of prey, nightjar, northern wood ant, common and intermediate wintergreen and 
green hairstreak butterfly. The Derwent corridor, which separates Broxa Forest from 
Langdale Forest, is important for white clawed crayfish, otter and kingfisher.  
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3.4 The bulk of the forest occupies the gently sloping former moorland plateau and wider 
views are limited but the edges of the forest are mostly on steep slopes which are very 
prominent when viewed from the surrounding area, such as Langdale End and 
Harwood Dale. In the previous plan period over 100ha of felling took place and the 
formerly quite uniform age structure of the forest is now much more diverse. 
 

3.5 The forest is close to Scarborough and is very well used by walkers, horseriders and 
cyclists. Most is freehold and has open public access, although areas at Suffield Moors 
and Noddle End are leasehold and have not therefore been dedicated. Reasty Top Car 
Park and the minor road which passes through the forest provide convenient and easy 
access to the large network of public rights of way and other access routes in the 
forest. 
 

3.6 Cultural heritage sites include 30 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and nearly 200 other 
features, which are of significance at the landscape scale. Features include prehistoric 
linear boundaries, Iron and Bronze Age tumuli, medieval quarries and 18th century 
boundary stone markers. 
 

4. Main Proposals 
 
4.1 The Forestry Commission’s main priorities in managing the forest in the future are to: 

 
• Increase the proportion of native woodland, particularly on PAWS sites and near to 

riparian zones and on prominent slopes. Ultimately the proportion of the forest which is 
broadleaf will reach 42% and will reflect local native woodland types (heathland and 
planned open ground will reach 4% and conifer 54% respectively).  

• Increase species and age diversity in the conifer crops. This will be done both to 
enhance landscape and to help develop a sustainable timber resource which is more 
resilient to the projected effects of climate change. Clearfelling will still be the most 
widely used silvicultural system, although significant areas are still considered suitable 
for continuous cover management (where smaller scale felling or heavy thinning 
maintains a forest cover) or minimum intervention (where felling and extraction is not 
planned to take place). Choice of conifer species to be used for restocking have been 
broadly set out in the plan but will be considered in detail on a site by site basis which 
will more effectively reflect site conditions. Species used in future will still include pines 
and larches but moisture requiring species (such as Norway spruce) will only be 
planted on suitable sites and more use will be made of drought tolerant species.  

• Maintain and protect designated sites such as Scheduled Ancient Monuments as well 
as protecting all unscheduled monuments and biodiversity features.  

 
5. Comment 
 
5.1 The proposal to increase native woodland cover significantly, particularly on PAWS 

sites or to help develop or restore native woodland or riparian networks, is welcome 
and this will significantly contribute to the Authority’s connectivity objectives. 
 

5.2 The felling programme proposed is considered to be appropriate in terms of scale and 
landscape impact and should result in an increasingly diverse forest and improving 
landscape. The need to clearfell conifer crops in some of the more prominent areas 
should also reduce over time as these areas are converted to native woodland.  
 

5.3 The continued production of timber from the forest is important and the bothscale and 
proposed species choice to be used in restocking does appear to effectively take 
account of sustainability issues, particularly relating to climate change. 
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5.4 A reasonable balance between various objectives appears to have been achieved and 
 the plan should effectively support Authority objectives. 

 
6. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
6.1 None. 
 
7. Sustainability Appraisal 
 
7.1 In terms of the National Park Management Plan, the recommendations contained in 

this report will have the following significant beneficial sustainability implications: 
 

• An improvement in biodiversity value associated with the development of native 
woodland habitats and increasing diversity. 

• An improvement in landscape value associated with felling design and more 
appropriate species choice. 

 
8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 None. 
 
9. Recommendation 
 
9.1 That the Broxa Forest Design Plan is welcomed for the contribution to Authority 
 objectives it proposes; 

 
9.2 That Officers pass on any other comments to the Forestry Commission which 
 Members may wish to make. 
 
 
Contact Officer: 
Paul Harris 
Woodland Officer 
01439 772700 
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