
 
North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate,  

Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP 
 

Public Minutes of the meeting held at The Old Vicarage, Helmsley on Tuesday 10 June 
2014. 
 
Present: Catriona Cook, George Dawson, Bryn Griffiths, Peter Hay, Peter Hutchinson, Jan 
King, Muriel Mitchell, John Richardson and Brian Walker. 
 
Apologies: Val Arnold, Catherine Cussons, Elizabeth Kirk, George Winn – Darley, Bryn 
Griffiths (from 11.30am) 
 
Officers in Attendance: Stephen Croft, Karl Gerhardson, Richard Gunton, Malcolm 
Hodgson, Julie McLinden. 
 
 

Copies of All Documents Considered are in the Minute Book 
 

 At the start of the meeting, the Chair informed the group that Amanda Peacock had 
resigned from the group. Amanda wanted to inform the Local Access Forum that she 
felt it important that the cyclist’s voice should be heard. On and off road cycling is 
becoming increasingly popular and a cycling representative would help to positively 
direct this sustainable way of accessing the park by cyclists. 
 
Richard Gunton, Director of Park Services has written to Amanda on behalf of the 
group expressing thanks for her contribution. 

 
01/14 Minutes 
 

Resolved: 
That the public minutes of the meeting held on  Tuesday 03 December 2013 
having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

 
02/14 Matters Arising 
 

Resolved: 
That there were no matters arising. 

 
03/14 Management of UURs 
  

Karl Gerhardsen, Head of Access and PROW read a brief report from Sarah 
Blakemore, Access Officer on progress so far, the main points of which are as 
follows: 
 

• Following an assessment of all routes, the nine highest priority routes are being 
monitored. 
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• Each route has a detailed Route Assessment Report detailing the impact of 
motorised use, assimilating information collected during 18 months of monitoring 
activity. Six reports are now completed.  
 

• The North York Moors Unsealed Route Management Advisory Group (URMAG) has 
been established. This comprises of a small group of Local Access Forum members 
and recreational motorised users with Bryn Griffiths as Chair. 
 

• The Group will utilise their expertise and knowledge to offer advice to the Authority on 
appropriate management for each of the 9 UURs. URMAG have had site visits and 
given advice on four routes. 
 

• Routes seen to date are Mill Lane (Scugdale to Raisdale) Kirby Bank (Lowna to 
Rawson Syke, lower Farndale) and Northdale Rigg (above Rosedale Abbey). 

 
• Routes still to see are Seggimire Lane, (Ugglebarnby) One near Bennison House, 

(East of Sneaton) Reasty Bank, (Harwood Dale) Kitter Lane (Hutton Mulgrave) and 
Ainthorpe Rigg, Danby. 
 
Bryn Griffiths, Chair of North York Moors Unsealed Route Management Advisory 
Group, gave a verbal report to the group as follows: 
 

• The group meets before a walk and are briefed fully. Sarah’s reports are excellent; 
very informative and clear meaning that we are well informed before each site visit. 
 

• After inspecting a route, the group will meet again to discuss and form a conclusion. 
It is hoped that the routes will be completed by September 2014. 
 

• The process is innovative and collaborative and will result in recommendations. 
Hopefully, implementation will follow. 

 
4/14 This Exploited Land 

Stephen Croft, This Exploited Land Programme Manager, gave a verbal report to the 
group as follows: 
 

• The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded a £3m grant to protect, raise awareness and 
celebrate the impact of the industrial period on the landscape which has been largely 
unappreciated. The main focus will be the importance of the pioneering ironstone and 
railway heritage of Grosmont and Rosedale which is being eroded. It will also 
encourage rare wild daffodils, ancient woodlands and habitat connectivity along the 
River Esk. 
 

• The landscape encloses railways and many mine sites, but the project will focus on 6 
key industrial archaeology sites including the mine at Warren Moor and ironworks at 
Grosmont. There is no permanent exhibition of industrial heritage and a detailed 
educational programme will be created as well as an apprentice scheme to help 
stimulate business.  
 

• The project will reveal the impact the sudden explosion of industrialisation had on the 
landscape, its national and international significance and will help to conserve, protect 
and record the fragile remains of this revolutionary age. Concentration will be from 
1830 – 1930. 
 

• Links will be sought with Teesside and York Universities to advance academic 
research. 
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Members made the following comments: 
 

• Heartened that the project is of world importance. Another uncelebrated area may be 
the remains of rabbit warrening which are the best in the country at Dalby Forest. 
This was a commercial enterprise using 100 hectares of land with the rabbit fur used 
to make felt. 
 

• British steel archives are available and are an excellent resource for research. 
 
5/14 Planned Management Plan for the Cleveland Way 

Malcolm Hodgson, National Trails Officer, gave a verbal report to the group as 
follows: 
 

• National Trails are to be run as partnerships which mean that more people are 
engaged with the management of them. 

 
• There is a new draft management plan for the Cleveland Way which is available 

online for you to comment on. Please log on to : 
http://countryscape.org/cw 
 

• 75% of National Trails Officer post is funded by Natural England.  
 

• There are four principals which define objectives based on feedback from workshops; 
Experience, Enhancement, Engagement and Economy.  
 

• Walk and talk for businesses have been offered along the Cleveland Way and 
businesses just outside the National Park boundary are keen to be engaged. 
Our role is to help businesses to realise what they have to offer and to encourage 
businesses to talk to each other. 
 

• Stiles will continue to be removed and there are only four wooden ones left along the 
whole route. 
 
Members made the following comments: 
 

• Beware there is a cost to using volunteer labour. 
 

• With regard to funding, the armed forces community covenant grant scheme outlines 
the moral obligation between the nation, the government and the armed forces.  
For more information visit:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/fulfilling-the-commitments-of-the-armed-
forces-covenant/supporting-pages/armed-forces-covenant 
 

• Visit: community-covenants-by-region to find information on regional grants. Is there 
an opportunity to work with local Catterick community? 
 

6/14 Possible Funding Opportunities 
Stephen Croft, This Exploited Land Programme Manager, gave a verbal report to the 
group as follows: 
 

• Core grant funding is being reduced and the Authority has to think differently about 
funding mainly how can we re-balance budgets through self-generating income? 
 

• The Authority will continue to receive a reduced core grant from the government to 
help deliver statutory purposes. But ultimately, if the Authority has a charitable trust 
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running alongside the core grant this will open up new opportunities and funding from 
other areas. A Charitable Trust would spend money at its discretion. 
 

• All UK National Parks are working together to address this issue which has resulted 
in the first commercial sponsorship by ‘Airwick’. This has the potential to introduce the 
National Parks to new audiences. 
 

• Looking at potential activities along the coast to help create jobs and work with 
tourism businesses to promote the coast. 
 

• A LEADER funding application has recently been completed. The previous round was 
community orientated but this round is primarily about economic outcomes. It covers 
the Howardian Hills, East Cleveland and the Vale of Pickering. Scarborough and 
Whitby are not included, but small market towns are included and could benefit. 
 

7/14 Huddle Training 
 A user training guide was made available to the group for information. 
 

Members made the following comments: 
 

• Huddle can be frustrating to use but there are some interesting discussions and items 
of interest on it. 

• There is good guidance available within a common community of interest to help with 
best practice.  

• Amanda Peacock engaged with Huddle on a regular basis and brought up any items 
of interest or concern to this groups attention. As Amanda has now left, John 
Richardson has kindly offered to keep a watchful eye on Huddle and bring any items 
to the group for discussion. 

 
8/14 Minister’s Letter 

Members made the following comments: 
 

• Attention of the group should be brought to last sentence in Minister’s letter on giving 
consideration on how to improve provision for horse riders. 

• Over last 18months horse-riders have found it tricky to go with confidence to some 
places. There is a new area on the website for walking; it may be possible to create a 
link for horse riders.  

• There are 12 new circular horse rides on the Ride Yorkshire website which are 
challenging because of the nature of the terrain. 
 
For more information visit: http://www.rideyorkshire.org/ 
 

• Could alternative sources of funding be put into place to improve the network? There 
is for e.g. a new bridge at Westerdale which the bridleway group have funded. 
Is this an opportunity for other groups to fund the legal side of the upgrade of 
bridleways? As an e.g. of a new way of working, the Coast to Coast which is 
overseen by the Wainwright society, is working towards becoming a recognised 
recreational route to display on OS Maps. Local authorities say it needs to be way 
marked and legally defined etc. The Wainwright Society is willing to fundraise to help 
with the cost of this and in Cumbria has offered to fund public path orders. 

 
9/14 Report Back from the National Park Authority 

Richard Gunton, Director of Park Services, gave a verbal report to the group as 
follows: 
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Update on Financial Situation 
• By the end of next year, staffing levels will be 44% smaller than five years ago. 
• This is due to the Authority having to make £650,000 in savings. A report which 

outlines proposals for broad areas of savings has been agreed by Members on 23 
June 2014. 

• A paper outlining more detailed proposals for re-organisation and structures will be 
presented to Members at the end of July. Changes will then start to be implemented 
from September onwards. 

• With an overall budget of £4.5million, there is likely to be fair sized reductions in ROW 
and access and recreation. 
 
ROW, Access and Recreation 

• The delegation agreement has been terminated and Karl Gerhardsen will be working 
on re-negotiation. 

• This Exploited Land has been successful in securing a £3million grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

• The initial launch of Sutton Bank Bikes has taken place. Based at the Sutton Bank 
National Park Centre, Authority staff have developed more than 28 miles of trails, 
including three off-road trails, a skills park for younger children, six road routes and a 
cycling shop including bike hire. 

• Around 200 sheep are going on display as part of the ‘Lost Sheep in Pink Jersey’s’ 
campaign which runs until 20 September 2014. Businesses, individuals and schools 
have given their backing to the campaign by making pink sheep - to reflect the colour 
of heather moorland. The campaign will introduce a fun element to people’s days out 
but also encourage new and repeat visitors to the area. 
 
York Potash 
Members of the public were invited to attend a pre-application presentation on 14 July 
2014 at Ravenscar to Members on proposals for the development of a new potash 
mine on land at Doves Nest Farm/ Haxby Plantation near Whitby and mineral 
transport system (tunnel) from mine head to new port and mineral handling plant at 
Wilton. 

• York Potash Ltd has announced that the planning application for the mine head 
development will be submitted at the end of September 2014 with the application for 
the mineral transport system (MTS). The company considers that there are planning 
and environmental advantages in the revised timescale which would facilitate a more 
robust determination process for the two applications. 

 
10/14 Items for Future Meetings 

Members made the following comments: 
 

• Multi User Routes, including the best ways of using them and night cycling. 
• Discussion about Scottish access. 
• Use of Public Highways in between PROW. 
• Confirmation of a cycling rep on LAF. 

 
11/14 Any Other Business 
 There were no other items for discussion. 
   Date of next meeting: Tues 2 December 2014. 
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