
Item 9 
 

 

REPORT TO NYMNP LAF for its meeting 5 December 2017 

The CROW ACT Lost Ways and DMMOs 

The issue of the register of applications to amend the Definitive Map, to record 

forgotten ‘historic ‘footpaths and bridleways is a matter of great interest  to those 

stakeholders who enjoy using not only  the rights of way and unclassified unsurfaced 

roads within the boundaries of the National Park but for those who use such 

highways  in the whole of England. 

It was a great blow to all when the work of the Archive Research Unit (ARC), 

charged with the duty of overseeing this important endeavour came to an abrupt 

end. The work has now fallen to amateur volunteers who after a period of learning 

and adjustment are now making some progress at an increasing rate in an attempt to 

continue the work started by ARC.  

 

There is a certain scepticism on the part of some stakeholders that there is now 

insufficient time and resources available to complete the task in the time allotted. 

There is little reason to suspect that this scepticism is not prevalent throughout 

England. 

 

Two reports in 2016 and 2017 produced by the Craven Harrogate and Selby Local 

Liaison group demonstrate that the backlog in processing DMMOs is increasing and 

the greater part of applications takes over 10 years to resolve. 

 

There is also a view that there is a disparity between the ways in which some local 

highway authorities rank the worthiness of applications for action and there is 

concern regarding the slow progress in processing. In North Yorkshire For example, 

an application lodged in 2014 which relies heavily on user evidence seems to have 

little prospect of being processed in the near future. There is some concern that  

many of those who provided the necessary evidence have now passed away. This 

means that the weight of user evidence is likely to be diminished because a witness 

is unable to attend a future public Inquiry. There are many detailed perceived 

weaknesses in the current ranking and processing system and this aspect  should be 

the subject of further investigation and report.  

 

Stakeholders realise that the resources available for the management of public rights 

of way is subject  to severe restraint .It is believed that the degree of parsimony 

which is being exercised regarding this function is ill judged and will prove more 

costly in the long term..  

  

Many Stakeholders take the view that the lower than expected contribution by the 

Countryside Agency, and the lack of highway authority resources is significant. 

 



   

There is concern that even taking into account the excellent contributions being 

made by the relatively small number of local volunteers it is believed that it will 

definitely be impossible to complete the task within the timescale.  

 

It is recommended that the Highway Authority’s Corporate Director of Business and 

Environmental Services be requested by this LAF to:- 

a) Review the resources, priorities and progress with regard to the discovery of 

forgotten historic footpaths and bridleways and subsequent DMMOs. The 

main aim of the review would be to improve efficiency and effectiveness in 

order to achieve completion by the Crow Act cut-off date. 

b)  Should it be judged by the Highway Authority that current resources are 

insufficient for this task then the appropriate government department be 

requested to review the timescale for this initiative and consider the provision 

of any necessary additional funding. 

 

 

Terry Ratcliffe & Alison Fuller  

24 November 2017 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


