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Western Area Parish Forum 
Notes of the meeting held at 
The Old Vicarage, Helmsley 

Tuesday, 9 April 2019 at 7.15 pm 
Present: 
Ingleby Greenhow Terry Sutcliffe, Lyn Smith 
Bilsdale Midcable PC David Hollingworth, Jenny Wilson 
Carlton in Cleveland Alan Bailey, Mike Bannard 
Coxwold PC Chris Wyn-Jones, Simon Rheinberg, John 

Robinson 
Helmsley TC Jonathan Fairburn 
Siltons, Kepwick and Landmoth PC Kathryn Clark, Sarah Haynes 
NYCC Val Arnold 
Ryedale District Council Steve Arnold 
Forestry England Alan Eves 
National Park Members Malcolm Bowes, Caroline Patmore, David Hugill 
National Park Staff Michael Graham (Director of Park Services), 

Andy Wilson (Chief Executive), Chris France 
(Director of Planning/Convenor), Simon 
Bassindale (Senior Ranger West Area), Judith 
Seaton (PA to Chief Executive) 

 
1. Election of Chair – Val Arnold was proposed and elected as Chair for 2019. 
 
2. Welcome – Val Arnold as Chair welcomed everyone to Helmsley. 
 
3. Apologies – Jim Bailey (NYMNPA); Nigel Buckle, Hawnby Parish Council; Ingleby 

Arncliffe PC; Kevin Hollinrake, MP; Nigel Buckle, Hawnby PC; Great Busby Parish 
Meeting; Jane De Cogan, Kilburn PC. 

 
4. Notes of the meeting held on 16 October 2018 were agreed.  
 
5. Matters Arising:  
 Item 6: Green Lanes/UUR - Ingleby Greenhow PC wish to re-iterate the lack of 

consultation by NYCC on surfacing work on unclassified roads. The Parish has written 
to David Bowe and Kevin Hollinrake who insist consultation did take place. The Parish 
and landowners are concerned that a large sum of money has been spent without 
involving them. Issues have also occurred at Coulson Bank which has created bad 
feeling from residents in Battersby both towards NYCC and the Authority regarding 
green lanes where work on them creates more use by four wheel drive vehicles, quads 
and motorbikes. Residents seek to downgrade to bridleways to prevent use by motor 
vehicles. 

 
 The Authority has submitted a response to the Protected Landscapes Review 

requesting a change in the law to allow more powers to the Authority on UURs. The 
Authority also met with the CEO and Leader of NYCC who indicated that this change 
in policy would be helpful. 

 
 It was suggested the Parishes liaise with each other and get together on any issues 

with regard to green lanes/UURs. 
 
 Item 8 i. The Director of Planning indicated that the Local Plan had now been 

approved by Members and has gone out to final consultation for a period of 6 weeks 
which finishes on 5 May. The Plan will then be submitted to the Inspectorate. 
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 Item 8 v. Shale Gas – Friends of the Earth have submitted a challenge to the 
Government's consultation on Shale Gas exploration as being unlawful which was 
upheld in the High Court. This affects the Joint Minerals and Waste Plan so further 
discussions are being held on this which will further delay the adoption of the Minerals 
Plan. 

 
6. Public Question Time – none 
 
7. Affordable Housing in the National Park – Amanda Madden, Rural Housing Enabler 

at Hambleton and Richmondshire Councils gave the Forum an outline of the process 
and delivery of affordable housing. For further information or to discuss possible land 
for development please contact: Hambleton (amanda.madden@hambleton.gov.uk) or 
Ryedale and Scarborough (colin.huby@ryedale.gov.uk). 

 
8. Coxwold Traffic Issues – Kevin Hollinrake was unable to attend the meeting due to 

other commitments. His written response was read out and it was apparent that the 
original questions had not been answered adequately. Coxwold Parish have contacted 
the Police, Highways, NYCC and now Kevin Hollinrake and feel responses and lack of 
action are a disgrace. They have also contacted the haulage companies who have not 
responded well. The problem is HGVs taking a short cut when they should be using 
York outer ring road and A170. It was suggested that signage indicating weight/access 
restrictions may go some way to solving the issue. Other villages are affected too. 

 
 Actions: 
 a. It was agreed that the Authority would send the questions back to Kevin 

Hollinrake and ask for them to be correctly answered.  
 b. The Authority is to speak to Kevin Hollinrake or Nigel Knapton following re-

submission of the questions to re-emphasise the problem of heavy goods 
vehicle traffic (not agricultural vehicles) in Coxwold.  

 c. The Authority agreed to contact David Bowe's team/highways Area 2 (Andrew 
Davis) to see if they will address the suggested signage and to attend the next 
meeting of the Forum in October. 

 
9. Update on National Park Grant Schemes - new advice and grant guidelines have 

just been issued and a leaflet was handed out at the meeting and is available upon 
request. Further details will go on the website soon. The previous Village Improvement 
Scheme grant changed to Community Grant and is now reverting back to the Ranger 
Team to administer – full details to be issued after 1 June 2019. 

 
10. Parish Elections in May – The Chief Executive encouraged everyone who is a parish 

councillor or chair of a parish meeting to apply to be elected as a parish member to the 
National Park Authority. Information, nomination forms and timetables were sent out 
on Friday, 5 April to all parishes. 

 
11. Update on Sutton Bank – work has now started on the creation of 80 new parking 

spaces to cope with larger events and busy days. In addition, the entrance to the west 
car park from the Sutton Bank side is to be made wider and easier to negotiate. 
Improvements and additions to cycle tracks in a neighbouring conifer plantation and a 
pump track  for cycle skills development are being planned along with a bird hide and 
a viewing platform for dark skies viewing and additional car parking are being planned. 
This is all subject to a funding bid to be submitted in May with the result expected in 
August and work to start in the autumn if successful. The Authority has considered 
charging points for electric vehicles but currently considered to be better left to the 
private sector and is prohibitively expensive.  

 
12. Update on National Park Authority Business by Malcolm Bowes, Parish Member: 
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a) Sutton Bank additional car parking spaces hopefully will resolve the parking 
issues at busy times. 

b) Local Plan – thanks to everyone for their comments during the consultation 
c) Princess Royal Training Award 2018 (apprentices) presentation at St James's 

Palace. 
d) Health and Wellbeing Report  
e) Cleveland Way turns 50 – celebration events 
f) 3,500 trees planted in 6 weeks by Volunteers, the public, youth and corporate 

groups 
g) Malcolm Bowes indicated that being a Parish Member of the Authority has 

been enjoyable and challenged; it involves a commitment of one day per week, 
attending a quarterly Authority meeting and Planning Committee every 6 
weeks as a minimum.   

 
13. Suggestions for new agenda items  

 Coxwold Traffic Issues 
Contact Judith Seaton with any further suggestions: 

 
14. Any Other Business 
 Alan Eves updated the Forum on changes for the future Forestry Commission. From 1 

April 2019 the Forestry Commission will become an England only body. It will be 
comprised of Forest Services, Forest Research and a reorganised Forest Enterprise 
(The Public Forest Estate) which will be rebranded as Forestry England. The Forestry 
Commission is part of the Defra group. 

 
There will be some brand changes for Forestry England, primarily subtle colour 
changes and new vehicles will be silver in colour instead of the traditional green. The 
Forestry Commission, Forest Services & Forest Research will retain the original logo, 
and current branding. As of 1 April 2019, Forestry Commission Scotland will no longer 
exist and will transform into two new forestry agencies of the Scottish Government: 
Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) and Scottish Forestry (SF). Forestry Commission 
Wales became part of Natural Resources Wales in 2013 and reports to the Welsh 
Assembly. 

 
 A forum member queried the mechanism for reporting problems on footpaths and 

signage in the National Park. The Senior Ranger (West Area) Simon Bassindale 
indicated that volunteers patrol footpaths and report back any issues on a regular 
basis but the Authority does rely on the public and Parish Councils to report any issues 
either direct or by using the website. Simon Bassindale and the forum member 
discussed the specific issue at Nether Silton after the meeting. 

 
15. Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting: 
 Joint Parish Forum – June/July 2019 exact date and venue to be confirmed 
 Tuesday, 22 October 2019 at 7.15 pm – tbc 
 


