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News from Moor, Coast, Forest and Dale

An experience for all

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

THE fully refurbished exhibition space at The Moors National Park Centre in Danby is now open, providing visitors
of all ages with a brand new way to experience the history, heritage and landscape of the North York Moors.
The major revamp forms part of
a £4 million project, supported by
the National Lottery Heritage Fund,
to tell the story of the Victorian
ironstone and railway era in the
North York Moors.
The ironstone-mining period is
given special prominence in the
exhibition. As visitors walk past a
re-created mine entrance, a dramatic
animation of ironstone miners and
kiln-workers brings the period to life,
complete with scurrying mine rats,
underground explosions and redhot blast furnaces. Amazing archive
photographs show the real people
behind the stories, while interactive
3D holograms of iconic structures
– such as the Bank Top kilns at
Rosedale and Warren Moor Mine –
invite visitors to explore the National
Park’s ‘Land of Iron’.
Upstairs, visitors will find a handson play area called ‘Mighty Movers’,
with marble runs and digital displays
that investigate the mechanics of
moving ironstone around the moors.
Here, young explorers can lift
ironstone carts up from deep mines,
send wagons careering around the

moorland railway and negotiate
the tricky descent of Ingleby Incline
without crashing.

Stepping stone
Elsewhere, families can investigate
a rock pool, discover what lives
in a dry stone wall and operate a
live-action feed from the Centre’s
bird-feeder cam. Visitors are also
presented with the fun challenge
of creating connectivity chains
that help illustrate the intricate
relationships between wildlife, nature
and landscape in the National Park’s
moorland, forests, farmland, rivers
and coast.
Tom Mutton, Land of Iron
programme manager said: “The new
visitor experience has been designed
to act as a stepping stone for visitors
before they explore the National
Park by helping them piece together
how past events, the natural world
and land management have led to
the views they will be seeing. It
aims to reconnect people with the
beautiful landscapes and fascinating
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stories that make the North York
Moors such a vibrant and historically
important place.”
The exhibition also complements
new features that are being installed
across the National Park to help
tell the story of the Land of Iron.
These include impressive cast-iron
models of mine and ironworks
sites and a number of information
boards in Rosedale and the Esk
Valley, including along The Rail Trail
between Goathland and Grosmont.
The four-year Land of Iron project
is a Landscape Partnership scheme,
supported by the North York Moors
National Park Authority, David

‘THERE were so many of ’em you
couldn’t sleep in May.’ That was
said to me by an elderly farmer
about Corncrakes. Corncrakes
have of course dwindled to
tiny numbers. I worry that my
children and their children will
see even greater loss from the
natural world.

Ross Foundation and other partners
together with a £2.8 million grant
from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund.
The project began in spring 2017
to record, protect and conserve the
remaining landmarks and features
relating to the ironstone mining
period across a 77-mile swathe of
the National Park. Significant parts
of the project are also dedicated
to nurturing the natural habitats
and species that have since found
a niche in the landscape, including
endangered water voles, ring ouzels
and wild daffodils.
l For more information go to
northyorkmoors.org.uk/landofiron.

PROTECTING THE NIGHT SKY

THE North York Moors National Park is one of the best places in the country to see stars because of the low light pollution levels
and clear horizons. From a town or city you'll be lucky to spot more than a handful of stars, but the further away you get from street
lights, the better the view – in the darkest areas of the National Park you can spy up to 2,000 at any one time.

Steve Bell

The National Park has three Dark Skies
Discovery sites, The Moors National Park Centre
at Danby, Sutton Bank National Park Centre and
Dalby Observatories in Dalby Forest. These are
nationally recognised places that are dark and
easily accessible, and where it’s possible to see
the Milky Way with a naked eye.

We can all help preserve our precious dark
skies by thinking carefully about our own use of
artificial light, whether at home or at a business
premises. While artificial light provides many
benefits – including extending opportunities for
sport and recreation – inefficient and unnecessary
lighting has the potential to impact wildlife,
interrupt our sleep patterns and detract from our
enjoyment of the night sky. Taking a few minutes
to check your outdoor lighting could also reduce
energy usage and save you money.
Here’s some easy-to-follow advice for checking
that you are not unintentionally contributing to
light pollution:

•	Light only what and when you need to. Use
motion/proximity sensors rather than ‘always
on’ or dusk-till-dawn sensors.
•	Use energy efficient LED bulbs that are only as
bright as you need; 500 lumens and less are
appropriate for most domestic purposes.
•	Angle lights downward or shield them to
prevent unnecessary upward light.
•	Choose warm white light bulbs (those less than
3000 kelvin) rather than bulbs described as
‘cool light’ or ‘daylight’ which produce harsh
glare.
•	Avoid lighting your neighbour’s property, which
may cause nuisance.

The North York Moors is
changing, faster I suspect than I can
understand. We are better than ever
at shipping diseases and pests around
the globe, and our warmer world
promotes them when they get here.
That’s a very spiked cocktail. The
hangover is that our Ash trees are
sickening and many other trees have
incurable new diseases. Farming too
faces the threat of really problematic
new diseases, no longer frozen out
by icy cures. Wider climate effects
mean that fires and floods are more
likely; and we are losing our wildlife
in new ways.
What can we do in the North York
Moors to combat climate change and
really make a difference? We have a
good habit of doing things together
and finding common solutions. The
Slowing the Flow initiative above
Pickering is one example of local
co-operation which has successfully
delivered multiple benefits and has
spawned similar work around the
country. If, as planned, we soon
have a new system of farm support
we should work together for a system
which is similarly practical, and
matches the needs and opportunities
of the North York Moors. We need it
to maintain our current landscape as
well as create new ‘public goods’ and
to help us play our part in tackling
climate change.
On a different note, maybe we
all should simply be old fashioned:
do less and enjoy the simple things
more – our forebears each consumed
fewer resources than we do now.
Our problem is that ‘Summer is
coming’ rather than Winter. Unlike
the characters in Game of Thrones,
perhaps we can see the real threat
before too much harm is done. That
would be good for the Corncrakes
as well as the humans…if not the
dragons.

Andy Wilson

l For more information, you can visit the International Dark-Sky Association website at darksky.org.

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)

Blog: http://northyorkmoorsnationalpark.wordpress.com

Spotlight on Communities

Supporters of community-led housing scheme
at St Hilda’s Almshouses

Community-led housing
Built in 1888 by the Charity of John Corner to
benefit the inhabitants of Hinderwell Parish, the site
of St Hilda’s Almshouses has been an asset to the
local community for more than 130 years. By 2012
however, its future looked uncertain. The public
reading room, billiard room and shop had long since
closed, and the flats were in such a poor state of
repair that only two could be occupied. Fortunately,
the present Board of Trustees, all volunteer residents,
recognised the value of continuing to support
affordable accommodation for local people and
secured funding to make two more flats habitable. In
2018, the Trust received a Community Housing Fund
grant of £60,000 from Scarborough Borough Council

HAVING active, informed and involved communities
both in and around the National Park is absolutely
essential if we are to protect the special qualities
of the North York Moors for generations to
come. The National Park Authority recognises the
incredibly valuable contribution that community
and other groups make to the region, and can
offer both practical and financial support in many
different instances.

to develop two new flats, completed in April 2019.
The Trust now provides a total of six flats occupied
by seven local persons in housing need, all from
Hinderwell Parish.
This is the first community-led housing scheme
completed in the National Park, although a similar
housing trust has now been established in Lealholm.
Community housing funding from Scarborough
Borough Council is granted on the basis that local
people are integrally involved and that the result will
be genuinely affordable homes. Support and guidance
is also available through REACH, the community- led
housing ‘hub’ for North Yorkshire, East Riding and
York.
l For more information, visit www.reachcommunity
housing.co.uk.

The National Park Authority’s village improvement grant scheme can provide funding for small-scale projects
that show a genuine community benefit or improve the accessibility of the National Park. Examples may include
grants towards community litter-picking tools, play area improvements or repairs to public footpaths or seating
areas. Grants are up to a maximum of £3,000, with a maximum total project cost of £10,000.
l For more information, please contact rangers@northyorkmoors.org.uk.

Volunteering
Groups of volunteers that come together with the aim
of achieving their own community objectives are a
huge asset to the National Park, and the Authority’s
‘Associate Group Scheme’, run by our volunteering
service, can help support these ambitions.
The best example of this to date is the Thornton le
Dale Village Hub, which now has over 160 members
and has seen the village nominated for the ‘Village
in Bloom’ competition. Members credit the Hub
for instilling a greater sense of community spirit,
encouraging them to be more physically active and
allowing them to socialise with residents of the village
they wouldn’t have otherwise met.
The National Park Authority trained five of their
original members as Associate Group Leaders; exactly
the same training that is given to our own staff and
volunteers. The training provides Group Leaders

Beyond the National Park
The Authority’s work with communities doesn’t
stop at the boundaries of the National Park. For
the last six years, our Community Picnic has
brought together different cultural and religious
communities from across Teesside for a day of fun,
learning and celebration.

Planning Matters

Rabbit breeder’s
Yorkshire tongue

Smaller projects

WORKING TOGETHER

Adam stops for a chat
at the Ryedale Show

with the skills and confidence to be able to organise
and supervise activities. In Thornton le Dale, this
has included the maintenance of paths, construction
of a nature trail, planting wildflowers and building
hedgehog houses.
The National Park Authority is currently in talks to
extend the Thornton le Dale model to communities
such as Skinningrove, but other examples of Associate
Groups include Helmsley Walled Garden and Camphill
Village Trust. As well as access to expert training,
groups can receive advice on funding and have use
of National Park tools and vehicles for their organised
tasks. The Authority is also able to link Associate Groups
with companies looking for corporate volunteering
opportunities – another excellent way of helping
communities and groups achieve their project goals.
l For more information, please contact Ryan
Chenery on 01439 772700, or email volunteers@
northyorkmoors.org.uk.

Held on 20 July, this year we welcomed around
250 people to The Moors National Park Centre
and were treated to the most fantastic display of
dancing from local Sri Lankan, Pakistani, Turkish
and Iranian communities. Families had the chance
to learn about upland farming, try their hand at
sheep-shearing and discover more about wildlife in
the National Park.

A FAMILIAR face (and voice) to many, Adam Collier’s
Yorkshire dialect talks have helped raised tens of
thousands of pounds for charity, but they’re not the
only reason he’ll never be able to bob out quickly for a
pint of milk…

THORNTON LE DALE: (clockwise from
above left) Members of the Village Hub at
the launch of a new duck house. Official
opening of the nature trail. Derek Barber,
Steve Richardson, Gay Barber and Ian
Murrell remove weed from the village pond.
The Authority recognises that transport to
and from the North York Moors can be a huge
barrier when accessing the National Park. Each
year, our targeted transport scheme provides
free transport for schools and community groups
within the highest areas of deprivation surrounding
the National Park. Over the last three years,
the community scheme has helped 117 diverse

Loving your listed building
cottages, ornate villas, medieval parish
churches, rural farmsteads, decorative
mileposts and historic industrial
complexes, all of which are of national
significance.

Sympathetic advice
The Authority regularly receives
queries from the public and
professionals who are planning to or
carrying out works to Listed Buildings
and we are happy to advise and
ensure such works are sympathetic
to these historic properties. Sadly,
however, there are occasions where
work is undertaken to a Listed
Building without going through the
legal consent process, which results
in unauthorised works. Failure to
apply for Listed Building Consent

is a criminal offence; but crucially,
the subsequent damage to a Listed
Building is often irreversible. Similar
to the felling of a veteran tree, the loss
is permanent.
When unauthorised works have
taken place, or when a Listed Building
is falling into significant disrepair, the
Building Conservation team within
the National Park looks at options
to reverse the decay or damage and
revive the fortunes of the heritage
affected.
An example of this is Aindale and
Berts Cottage in Robin Hoods Bay,
where, as part of a larger scheme
of grant-aided regeneration works,
the Buildings Conservation team
worked with the owners to restore
these buildings to their former glory.
This included repair and reinstatement
of the ornate Victorian cast-iron

railings with faithful copies by a local
specialist ironworker; local stonework
and traditional lime mortars by a
conservation builder; and painstaking
repairs to the original windows,
including hand-blown glass.
If you are fortunate enough to own
or live in a listed building, you may
not be aware of the implications in
terms of what the protection means.
All the building is protected by the
listing – inside and outside, front and
back – and any works that are likely to
affect the appearance or character of
the building will require Listed Building
Consent. It is always advisable to seek
advice before instigating such work
and we are happy to provide advice
and may be able to help with the costs
of eligible repairs.
l For more information, please visit
northyorkmoors.org.uk/planning.

groups (more than 3,700 people), including
churches, charities working with those seeking
refuge and asylum, walking for health groups
and organisations supporting people with special
educational needs and disabilities.

l For more information, email education@
northyorkmoors.org.uk.

ENFORCEMENT NEWS
THE effective and consistent
enforcement of planning control
is a key part of the protection of
the landscape of the North York
Moors and helps to safeguard
the interests of residents,
businesses and visitors from the
harmful effects of unauthorised
development.

THE vibrant landscapes of the North York Moors are steeped in history. Our beautiful villages and buildings, in
particular, form a fundamental part of a rich cultural heritage that belongs to us all.
Historical buildings help lend the
National Park its unique character, and
the fortunate owners of such buildings
act in part as cultural guardians –
helping to preserve and protect the
historic fabric of the North York
Moors. Many thanks to those owners
for the time, money and pride that
they invest in looking after these
buildings! They do this in many ways –
often in partnership with the National
Park Authority – by, for example,
employing traditional building methods
and honouring the principles of our
local, vernacular architecture. It’s
crucial work, without which the North
York Moors might look very different.
It’s also heritage conservation on
a daunting scale, both for owners
and the Authority. The National Park
contains over 3,000 Listed Buildings
which include, amongst others: modest

People in the Park

BEFORE AND AFTER: Aindale and Berts Cottage

The vast majority of developments
are carried out with the benefit of
planning permission and our small
planning enforcement team is able
to monitor the implementation
of permissions to ensure they
are built in accordance with the
approved plans. Sadly, there is
a small number of cases where
such breaches are particularly
harmful, and sometimes there is
a deliberate attempt to bypass
the planning system. The National
Park Authority can take formal
enforcement action to have
harmful unauthorised development
removed.

Such a case has been the longrunning struggle to remove a
development that was built on
a prominent site and used as a
holiday home. Despite advice
that the new dwelling required
planning permission and that this
was unlikely to be granted due to
the location, the owner continued
to ignore attempts to deal with
the breach over a period of years.
Earlier this year, the National Park
Authority successfully obtained
a court injunction, requiring the
removal of the building works by
the end of November; a significant
cost award was also made against
the owner.
While it is extremely unfortunate
that the Authority has needed to
resort to this level of legal action,
we believe it is essential to uphold
public interest against those who
do not see the established planning
processes as applying to them, and
who cause harm to a landscape of
national importance.

“I had to walk from one field to
another at Ryedale Show the other
week, but it took an hour. That’s fine
though, I like talking to people. You
have to stop if you see someone.”
Adam, who runs the funeral service
in Helmsley which he established in
2012, has so many strings to his bow
it’s a wonder he has time to chat at
all. He both commentates and judges
at many of our region’s local shows,
and often travels further afield to
exhibit some of his own prize-winning
rabbits and guinea pigs. He also
plays the church organ in Beadlam
and Nunnington and is involved with
his local cricket club and recreation
ground in Nawton.
“You do your bit,” he says.

Yorkshire dialect

The Yorkshire dialect first fascinated
Adam as a schoolboy, and it wasn’t
long before his reputation as a public
personality preceded him.
“I’d be about nine when we did
a monologue called ‘Albert and the
Lion’ in school, but we did it in
dialect, and it went from there. After
that, someone gave me a copy of
a Yorkshire dialect poem called
‘Goodies’ [Walter F Turner], which
people around here seem to relate
to. It’s about a woman in church
eating goodies (sweets) and having
a bit of carry on trying to find one.
Eventually she finds one in a thimble.”
Adam continues:
“My grandparents spoke in dialect
and I got this urge to look into it more.
Then somebody would ask you to go
and do something, and I built up at bit
of a repertoire.”
At one stage, Adam found himself
performing across the North Riding
and beyond up to four nights a week,
but has cut back in recent years.
“I get requests from all over
Yorkshire, but it’s a local thing. I can’t
speak West Riding, and I’ve got to
keep finding new material.
“I still do the Kirk Theatre in
Pickering every Yorkshire Day; 2020
will be my tenth year.”
Adam’s other great interest is

breeding rabbits and guinea pigs,
another hobby that’s captivated him
since boyhood.
“There was a chap next door who
kept them and I was there every day,
probably being a nuisance. When he
died he left it all to me. My parents
gave me a fortnight to lose interest.
That was 30 years ago.”
Being a friendly face is important
to Adam, both in business and in the
local community in general.
“You know the people, and you
know if there’s anything extra you can
do for them. I think everyone values
that.”
l If you know somebody who
deserves a spot in Moors Messenger
and would be happy to be featured,
please email your suggestion, along
with a few words about them, to
press@northyorkmoors.org.uk.

MOOR NATURE – LESS LITTER!

LITTER is one of the biggest frustrations for those of us who live and work in the National Park and would
never dream of disposing of rubbish in anything other than the appropriate bin.
picnics, and encouraging businesses
to think carefully about the items
they sell that have potential to end
up as litter in our National Park. All
licensed food retailers working from
Authority car parks are responsible
for the litter their business produces
and are asked to litter pick regularly.
The Authority is also working
alongside the Yorkshire Dales
National Park to produce a toolkit
aimed at food businesses across the
tourism sector to help collectively
improve Yorkshire’s reputation as an
authentic food and drink destination.
In addition to highlighting why it
makes sense to use local produce,
issues including reducing the use of
single-use plastic and minimising food
waste will also be covered.

Tourism network
ARE you a tourism business and aware
of the North York Moors Tourism
Network? Sign up to receive support
and advice; invitations to marketing
workshops and tourism-related events;
inclusion in promotional activities
and first calls for grant funding
opportunities. There’s no fee and it’s
a great opportunity to network with
other businesses in the industry. Visit
northyorkmoorstourism.com/join for
more.

Save the date!

HOW ARE WE PERFORMING?
We set high standards of customer service and performance that are monitored through
a variety of measures – including those set out below. The suite of measures reported on
was reviewed in 2018 to fit with the Authority’s new Business Plan.
FUNCTION

Providing
an
excellent
service

INDICATOR

Result
2018/19

Amount spent on grants
to individuals, communities
and businesses in the Park

£433,926

The Authority continues to be strongly
committed to offering grants for conservation
and community initiatives

Footpaths and other Public
rights of way that are ‘easy
to use’

82%

Figure from surveys completed in November
2018

Planning applications
determined in a timely
manner

81%

This meets the Authority’s overall target of 80%
of applications determined within 8 weeks.

16

Includes eight public toilets in NPA carparks/
Visitor Centres and financial support towards a
further eight.

22,774*

The target is to reach 23,000 volunteer days
per year by 2021. *Data still to be collected,
so likely to be slight increase on this number.

Number of free public
toilets supported by NPA

Running an
effective
and efficient
organisation

Number of volunteer days
provided
Costs of Corporate Services
as a % of gross costs
Phone/email answering by
a real person

3%

COMMENTS

This meets the Authority’s target of 5%

The Authority continues to answer all phone calls in person
during office hours

Invoices paid within 30 days

99%

Target 100%

Planning appeals won

60%

Based on only five appeals

What to

IN BRIEF

Fishing 4 litter
MARINE pollution is one of the
biggest threats to our oceans’
health; plastic is found almost
everywhere, which can be either
ingested by wildlife or lead to
entanglement.

Fishing 4 Litter is a Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust scheme that involves
the direct removal of litter from
the sea. The charity have placed
dedicated rubbish bins for marine
litter and discarded fishing gear
at various ports and harbours in
the county, and there are currently
eight bins along the East and North
Yorkshire coast from Withernsea to
Staithes.
In 2018, it’s estimated that
25 tonnes of litter will have been
removed from these bins through
the Fishing 4 Litter scheme. That’s
25 tonnes that will not be entering
our sea!

Gallery exhibition
In April 2020, the Inspired by…
gallery at The Moors National Park
Centre, Danby, will be showcasing
an exhibition entitled ‘What the tide
has left behind’, with work by artist
Bridget Wilkinson. On display will
be bold, vibrant paintings of the
coast and sculptures created using
driftwood, clay and found items.
Sadly, no initiative will ever
completely prevent all instances
of littering, be they accidental or
intentional. If you see any litter
while out in the National Park, and
collecting it does not pose any risk,
please do take it with you and
dispose of it responsibly. By acting
as a caring majority, we can have the
biggest impact on the actions of an
irresponsible few.

Spot BRIMSTONE BUTTERFLY

WE associate butterflies with summer,
but some overwinter as adults and
may be seen flying and feeding on
mild, sunny days throughout the
year.
By providing year-round nectar
sources in our gardens, we can
boost what’s available in the wild
and entice butterflies and other
pollinators closer to home. Of all
the butterflies, the brimstone brings
a little sunshine into a winter’s
day. According to popular belief,
brimstone butterflies may have even
been the original ‘butter-coloured
fly’ from which the modern word

originates. Anglo-Saxons used the
word 'butterfloege' to describe this
particular, yellow-coloured visitor.
The brimstone is fairly large, with
leaf-shaped wings. It is the males
that have the strongest colouring,
with the females appearing very
pale green, almost white. They are
generally only seen in ones or twos,
so are never very common, but are
relatively widespread in England
and Wales. Our region is close to
the northern edge of its range, so
it’s a fantastic candidate for our
wintertime ‘what to spot’.

OUR fifth Dark Skies Festival is
taking place from 14 February to
1 March 2020. An action-packed
programme promises to inspire all
ages and interests, celebrating our
magical skies above. Expect ‘gaze
and graze’ evenings, dark runs and
cycling, expert talks, photography
workshops and lots of stargazing
opportunities. More information can
be found on darkskiesnationalparks.
org.uk.

Ebor Images

The Authority’s message has
always been clear: take your rubbish
home. Littering from cars is a big
part of the problem, and while
National Park Rangers and volunteers
often have to conduct litter picks in
locations including Blakey Road, it’s
too dangerous for them to do this
along major routes such as the A170
and A171. Rangers also regularly
deal with incidents of fly-tipping and
the dumping of other waste, which
remains a major issue in many rural
areas.
The National Park Authority takes
these matters very seriously and is
working on a number of initiatives to
make people think twice about how
they dispose of their waste. These
may include promoting waste-free

NEWS

Christmas events
THE Moors National Park Centre’s
Christmas Craft Fair takes place
between 11am and 4pm on Saturday
16 and Sunday 17 November.
Celebrating the very best of local
arts, country crafts and seasonal gifts,
there will also be a visit from Santa
and children’s craft activities.
The following weekend it’s
Sutton Bank’s turn to get festive
with the Centre’s annual Christmas
Shopping Weekend. Between
11am and 4pm on Saturday 23 and
Sunday 24 November you can join
us for a relaxed and stress-free giftbuying experience, with live music,
book readings, tasting tables and
seasonal treats.

PARISH FORUM
2020 DATES
NORTHERN
Tues 31 Mar 2020 @ 7pm
Tues 6 Oct 2020 @ 7pm
SOUTHERN
Thurs 16 Apr 2020 @7pm
Thurs 8 Oct 2020 @ 7pm
WESTERN
Tues 21 Apr 2020 @ 7.15pm
Tues 20 Oct 2020 @ 7.15pm
COASTAL
Mon 27 Apr 2020 @ 7pm
Mon 26 Oct 2020 @ 7pm
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