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News from Moor, Coast, Forest and Dale

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
IF YOU’RE watching TV
or even heading to the
cinema over the coming
months, you would be
forgiven for doing a
double take at some of
the scenery forming the
backdrop to dramas,
children’s programmes
and films.

Testament of Youth
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of Youth was shot in several locations
in the National Park including
Goathland, Egton Moor, Fylingdales,
along the coast and on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway.

Treasure trove
Charlie Thompson, Supervising
Location Manager, on ‘Testament
of Youth’ describes the North York
Moors as a treasure trove of period
locations and beautiful landscapes:
“They are a valuable resource and a
must see for film makers.”
Our scenic railway also features
in a forthcoming episode of ITV’s
Downton Abbey which returned to
our screens at the end of September.

PARISH FORUM
DATES
NORTHERN
7pm Thursday 5 February at
Kildale Village Hall
SOUTHERN
7pm Tuesday 10 February at
Sinnington Village Hall
WESTERN
7.15pm Thursday 19 February
at The Old Vicarage, Helmsley
COASTAL
7pm Wednesday 25 February
at Hawsker and Stainsacre
Village Hall

Testament Distribution Limited

The popular series is set in North
Yorkshire with frequent references to
Malton, Thirsk and Kirkbymoorside
but is mainly filmed at Highclere
Castle in Berkshire.
Staithes meanwhile is growing
in popularity with younger viewers
thanks to the CBeebies programme
Old Jack’s Boat which features
Bernard Cribbins as ‘Old Jack’, a
retired fisherman who tells stories
from inside his fishing boat, ‘The
Rainbow’. The BBC has filmed two
series in Staithes and returned to the
village at the end of September for a
one-off special.
Carol Barker, Clerk to Hinderwell
Parish Council said: “We have seen
an increase in both day visitors and
those staying in holiday cottages
which has helped local business
both in Staithes and neighbouring
villages too. I have a holiday cottage
in Hinderwell and have had two sets
of visitors who came to Yorkshire
because their children watched the
programme. They had a lovely time
seeing where the series is filmed.”
Add to this a smattering of
appearances on the BBC’s Escape

to the Country and Countryfile plus
a forthcoming episode of BBC’s
Secret Britain, due to be broadcast in
January 2015, and it’s fair to say that
2014 has been a great year for raising
the profile of the North York Moors
and wider area.

Visitor numbers up
The National Park Authority has
been working with VisitEngland and
VisitBritain to raise awareness of
the area at a national level. The
North York Moors featured as part
of a 20 second VisitEngland TV
advert promoting cycling that aired
on Channel 5 in July to coincide
with the start of the Tour de France
in Yorkshire. A striking image of
Sutton Bank greeted passengers at
Heathrow for three months as part
of VisitBritain’s GREAT campaign.
The campaign, worth £1million,
was gifted by Heathrow to help
VisitBritain promote Britain’s nations
and regions to international visitors.
The latest visitor figures would
seem to suggest that the work we

and others are doing to strengthen
and promote the brand of the North
York Moors is paying off. Figures
from STEAM which looks at the
numbers of visitors at attractions,
tourist information centres and key
locations, plus occupancy and B&Bs
and self-catering accommodation
shows that visitor numbers in 2013
were up compared to 2012.
Visitor days were up 1.5% to 10.8
million and visitor numbers were up
2.4% to 6.9 million – the biggest
increase was seen in day visitors with
those choosing to stay for longer
holding steady. Visitor spend also
rose by 0.1% in 2013 – a small
increase maybe but something to
celebrate all the same as spend had
been declining up to this point.
Early indications suggest that,
thanks to the stunning views of
Yorkshire broadcast around the
world as part of the Tour de France,
interest from international visitors
has increased significantly. Now that
the North York Moors is such a star
of the screen, here’s hoping that
2014’s visitor figures continue to
travel in an upward direction!

Good news for wading birds
THE NUMBER of golden plover
recorded on the moorland of the
North York Moors could be at its
highest level for 18 years. The
picture looks promising for other
wading birds too with no further
decline in breeding lapwing and
populations of curlew holding
steady,
bucking
a
national
declining trend. The results come
from a survey into the number of
waders breeding on the North York
Moors undertaken by the National
Park Authority in partnership with
Natural England.
Rona Charles, Ecologist at the
National Park Authority, said: “All
such surveys can only provide a
series of snapshots and lots of
factors, especially the weather, can
affect breeding success. However,
after having repeated the survey

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

three times, we feel we can be
confident that the populations of
these birds on the North York
Moors remain healthy. Thanks must
go to landowners and gamekeepers
who have not only supported our
survey work but are keen to create
favourable habitats and conditions
for these birds.”
The numbers of wading birds
have declined dramatically in
many parts of the country over
the last century. Habitat loss and
fragmentation due to drainage
and other agricultural changes,
climate change and predation are
all thought to have played a part.
Much of their best populations are
now restricted to fragments of high
quality habitat and places like the
North York Moors are becoming
increasingly important for them.

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

WE ARE making a further set of
changes to the organisation to
reduce our costs again. I am afraid
some of these will unavoidably
impact on the service we can
provide for you.

We have reduced our senior
management, the number of
Members and our administration staff.
New changes will see a reduction
in the conservation team and major
reductions in the grants we can
offer local communities, farmers and
landowners. Reductions in field and
ranger staff will mean less staff time
to spend on rights of way and other
practical projects. Savings are also
being made in planning.
An increase in charges seems
inevitable unfortunately and we may
introduce new charges for items
such as pre-application planning
advice and for those who continue
to deliberately breach planning rules.
Despite all the measures we are taking
to try to increase income, spending
on the National Park looks set to be
approximately 40% less in real terms
than five years ago as our Defra grant
has declined.
Volunteers have always made a
huge contribution to our work and
we will be expanding our reliance
upon them. We will be working with
local authorities to help communities
provide more services for themselves
and are also hoping to establish a
Trust for the North York Moors to
ensure that charitable sources are
tapped to the maximum for the good
of the area.
I can assure you we remain
dedicated to the National Park and its
residents but please do be patient with
us when we can’t do everything that
we used to do.

Andy Wilson

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)

Shockthesenses.com

Mike Kipling

The North York Moors has proved
a popular filming location this year
– hardly surprising really when you
think of all the area has to offer from
a stunning coastline and panoramic
moorland to charming villages and
built heritage from many eras.
Testament of Youth is a new film
adaptation of the memoirs of Vera
Brittain, scheduled for release on 16
January 2015. A BBC Films and
Heyday Films production, Testament
Staithes

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk
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MANY OF you might picture an
archaeologist as someone on their
hands and knees at the bottom
of a muddy trench, but in reality
archaeology is much more than just
excavation.
In the North York Moors we are
lucky to have a particularly rich
and wide variety of archaeological
remains which are often highly
visible and provide evidence ranging
from prehistoric monuments
scattered over the moors to
industrial remains of the last few
hundred years. To the uninitiated
many sites appear to be no more
than humps and bumps in the
ground, but each one has a story to
tell about the people who lived here
in the past.

LOOKING AFTER

OUR LINKS WITH

THE PAST

Lady Cross before (left) and after
(above) bracken removal

Public enemy number one!
Many Scheduled Monuments are well cared for
because of good land management by farmers and
landowners. However, problems often arise because
of factors outside their control and that is where the
MMS has been able to step in. Bracken is a particular
problem: because of the way its rhizomes develop
and spread, bracken can cause enormous damage
to fragile deposits and features below the ground

The work we are doing on the Monument
Management Scheme is only possible
because of the fantastic support we
receive. We work closely with English
Heritage, as well as the Forestry
Commission and Natural England to
develop the best management solution
for each monument.
The goodwill and cooperation of
landowners and farmers is also vital –
looking after a Scheduled Monument is
not always easy but with the MMS to
help, we hope that it will become more
straightforward in future.
Last, but by no means least, is the help
we get from the Historic Environment
Volunteers who carry out ‘health checks’
on monuments. Their reports allow us
to identify and address problems before
they become too serious but also to see
all the success stories.

Can’t save them all
Along the coast there are a number of ‘at
risk’ Scheduled Monuments located on
cliff tops which are gradually crumbling
into the sea. These are alum working sites,
belonging to one of England’s earliest
large-scale chemical industries which was
centred in this area during the 17th and
18th centuries. We cannot stop these
important remains from disappearing over
the cliffs so are working hard to make sure
they are as fully recorded and understood
as possible before they are lost.
This autumn, a team of archaeologists
from Archaeological Research Services
will be working on three alum sites to
make a final record of structures which
are in imminent danger of loss and to
try to answer questions about how the
sites operated. They will be excavating
a number of small trenches as well as
surveying a slipway in Saltwick Bay which
is only visible when the tide is out and is at
risk from the action of the waves.

surface. Organising the treatment and control of
bracken growing on Scheduled Monuments has been
a big part of MMS work. From Bronze Age burial
mounds and prehistoric field systems to medieval
rabbit warrening features – many different types of
site have needed attention. So far the programme
has funded bracken control work on 37 monuments
which are now much easier to see.

enthusiastic Historic Environment volunteers have
been given training in how to recognise badger
activity and are now monitoring the extent and
frequency of what the badgers are doing on these
monuments. So far the badgers haven’t brought
any artefacts to the surface (which is good!) and in
some cases their digging seems to be restricted to
a small part of the monument which means that
it is not as much at risk as we thought.

Erosion at Danby Beacon before and
after repair

Historic Environment Volunteers

Their economic value relies heavily on
the rich and spectacular landscape and
picturesque villages which are the result
of centuries of human activity working
closely with their environment. Today,
national parks are vibrant places where
people live and work and for these
communities to thrive and prosper, an
appropriate level of development is
required to meet their needs.
Over 90% of planning applications
submitted to the North York Moors
National Park Authority are approved
and it is the role of our planning

enforcement and monitoring team
to ensure that work is carried out
in accordance with the approved
plans. They also try to resolve any
unauthorised development which can
range from displaying an advert without
consent to altering a listed building
without the necessary permissions.

The first step
In 2013, we received 219 complaints
about potential unauthorised development in the North York Moors. All
complaints were investigated and in
the vast majority of cases either action
wasn’t needed or we were able to come
to an agreement with the owner for
remedial works. In only eight cases did
we need to issue an enforcement notice
to resolve planning breaches.

Enforcement notices are the first
step in what can often be a lengthy and
expensive legal process. We always
try to talk to people and resolve any
breaches before taking legal action – we
have one of the best resolution rates of
any local authority in the country – but
we will take legal steps against harmful
unauthorised development where it is
in the public interest to do so.
Limited resources and a reduced
workforce due to ongoing funding cuts
mean we do need to prioritise the
action we take. From small signs, tracks
and ponds on moorland estates to large
scale alterations, the process regarding
planning breaches is the same but in
each instance we need to apply a test
of harm. The greater the level of harm
to the special qualities of the national
park, the higher priority we will give it.
Unauthorised development of our

finite and irreplaceable listed buildings
is our top priority. They represent less
than 1% of housing stock in England
and unsuitable alterations and harm to
historic fabric can rob these wonderful
buildings of their special interest. Earlier
this year, we were awarded costs of
£17,706 by a district judge following
major and unauthorised alterations to
a Grade II Listed Building in the North
York Moors. In a different case, the
owner was fined for non-compliance
with a listed building enforcement
notice and as a result of further
non-compliance, is in receipt or an
injunction from the court.
We will always try to address
concerns raised by residents and
businesses – for example, we are
currently working in Helmsley with the
local business group and Duncombe
Park Estate over unauthorised signs

THE NEXT time you’re out walking the Cleveland Way near
Runswick Bay, keep a look out for our latest ‘volunteers’.
Hardy Exmoor ponies are busy
munching the coarse grasses and
scrub that have begun to take over
the undercliff in a bid to halt the
decline of the patches of species rich
grassland left here. Far from being a
new initiative, an historic fence line at
the site suggests that there was stock
in the past on this useful, if difficult to
access, rough pasture.
Undercliff habitat is found alongside
soft cliffs where the land has slumped
and settled and been recolonized by
vegetation overtime. We’re working
with landowners and organisations
such as the Exmoor Pony Trust, to use
hardy breeds of cattle and ponies to
maintain and enhance these valuable
habitats without losing too much of
their ‘wild’ character.
Rona Charles, the National Park
Authority’s Ecologist, said: “The coastal
slopes will almost always have been
grazed by large animals, whose grazing,
browsing and trampling have created
an attractive mosaic of open and shrub-

covered ground. The continuous strip
of grassland, heathland, bare cliff,
bracken and scrub is also essential
habitat for a huge range of plants
and animals. Encouraging this age-old
tradition where we can is one of the
best methods to safeguard this precious
landscape for the future.”
The ponies at Runswick were
introduced in April and have
already started to make an impact.
Encouragingly, springtime saw plenty
of primroses, bluebells and a few early
purple orchids in flower so it looks like
the ponies are just eating what they’re
supposed to and not the flower heads!
John Beech, Coastal Projects
Officer, who developed and delivered
the scheme noted: “Thanks must go
to the landowners – without their
agreement the scheme wouldn’t have
materialised. Installing the fencelines across the cliff to contain the
ponies was no easy task either but
our contractors did a marvellous
job under difficult conditions.”

People in the Park

WHEN Liz and Danny Nightingale set out to turn two listed barns on their
farm at Danby Dale into luxury holiday accommodation, keeping it local
was at the forefront of their mind.

Scheduled Monuments will always be
vulnerable to an extent because many
are simply very old (some are more
than 5,000 years old). With MMS
we try to manage the risks so that
as many as possible are in a good,
stable condition and can be enjoyed
within our wonderful National Park
landscape.
Our challenge now is to look for
ways to sustain the good management
which has been established, so that in
future the Heritage at Risk Register
includes very few of the National
Park’s Scheduled Monuments.

Working together for the benefit of everyone
OUR NATIONAL Parks
contribute billions to the
national economy yet, in
England, cost the public
purse less than £1 per
person per year.

Safeguarding coastal grasslands

Breathing new life into
our built heritage

THE FUTURE

Badger Watch
It is not just visitors who are attracted to prehistoric
earthwork monuments. In the south eastern part
of the National Park a number of monuments
within Forestry Commission plantations are at risk
because they contain badger setts. Badgers can
disturb large quantities of soil and damage fragile
archaeological deposits but, because they are a
protected species, we need to balance the needs
of the archaeology with nature conservation. Our

The passage of walkers’ boots, horses
and mountain bikes can, over time,
erode paths across monuments and
create desire lines to prominent
viewpoints which are often at the top
of a prehistoric burial mound. Danby
Beacon, a well-preserved Bronze Age
burial mound which is 3,500 to 4,500
years old, is one monument where
the number of visitors – drawn to the
panoramic views from its summit –
led to damage. Use of the monument
increased after 2008 when a new
beacon pole was erected and gradually
the vegetation started eroding away.
MMS funded a repair project which
consolidated the path up the sides of
the mound and replaced heather turves
on the top.

Alum works

With a little help from
our friends

The rarest and best-preserved
archaeological sites are considered
to be nationally important and are
protected by law as Scheduled
Monuments. The North York Moors
National Park has 840 Scheduled
Monuments – a huge number, and
a higher density than anywhere else
in Yorkshire. Part of the role of
the archaeologists working for the
National Park Authority is to help
look after this heritage so that it will
survive for future generations, but it
is an enormous task.
Since 2009, we have been taking
steps to look after these important
assets through the Monument
Management Scheme (MMS), set
up in partnership with English
Heritage. It aims to remove as
many monuments as possible from
English Heritage’s ‘at risk’ register
and improve the condition of other
vulnerable monuments. When we
started, 198 monuments were on
the Heritage at Risk register – after
five years we have more than halved
the number and we are hoping that
by this time next year, there will be
fewer than 50 on the register.

© English Heritage

Spotlight on the Monument Management Scheme

Visitor pressure

which were marring the approach to
Helmsley to find an agreed solution
that all are happy with.

Professional advice
Andrew Muir, Planning Enforcement
Team Leader at the National Park
Authority, says that in the majority
of cases people either don’t realise
they need planning permission or
receive poor advice. “We would always
advise getting professional help, either
from your local planning authority or
from an approved planning agent,
before proceeding with any form of
development especially if it concerns a
listed building.”
He also points out that planning
permission is separate to building
control or licensing – just because

you have one doesn’t mean that you
don’t have to apply for the others.
“Unauthorised caravans are a big issue
in this respect,” says Andrew. A recent
court case initiated by the Authority
ended up with the campsite owner
being fined £2,000.
Ensuring that the right development
happens in the right place and that
it adds to rather than detracts from
the special qualities of the North York
Moors is beneficial to all. It protects the
very reasons why we were designated
a national park and safeguards the
interests of residents, businesses and
visitors who rely on its beauty and
charm.
l Information on planning policies
for the National Park can be found on
our website at www.northyorkmoors.
org.uk or by calling 01439 772700.

The end result successfully
marries a comfortable, modern feel
while retaining the simplicity of the
barn’s agricultural heritage. The
barns scooped the award for Best
Conversion in the National Park
Authority’s Design Awards in 2012
and 2014 thanks in no small part to
the skills of local craftsmen which
are inherent throughout.
Liz and Danny moved to the
22 acre farm from Westerdale 25
years ago. Built in the 1700s by the
Quakers, the house itself needed a
fair bit of work initially but, when
their four sons flew the nest, they
turned their attention to the two
fairly ramshackle Grade II listed
sandstone barns.
“They were part of our home
and an important part of the area’s
history so we wanted to give them
a new lease of life,” explains Liz.
“With an old building, you can’t
really tell what you’re going to find
until you start and it’s fair to say
they threw up a few surprises along
the way.”
The couple cite the imaginative
design by architect Pete Rudsdale
and the sympathetic building work

by Philip Stonehouse as being key to
the project’s success. They tried to
keep as many of the barns’ existing
features as possible, working around
an old standing stone supporting
an ancient beam in a downstairs
bedroom and even putting back an
old bird’s nest in the wall of one.
They sourced as much new local
material as they could including the
metal work, stone flags and green
oak.
Planning permission was granted
for both barns at the same time but
they worked on them one at a time,
completing Beacon View in 2011
and Dale View earlier this year. It
took longer than anticipated to get
approval, partly due to the presence
of bats in the barns which needed
surveys and mitigation plans (bat
boxes and slits) to ensure they would
still be accommodated.
“The pre-application advice
from the National Park proved
really helpful in finding out if we
were going down the right route
before committing ourselves too
deeply,” says Danny. “Beth Davies,
the Park’s Building Conservation
Officer, also gave us some excellent

advice on working with a listed
building and we felt there was give
and take over the design – building
an extension on Dale View to house
the geo-thermal tanks for example
so as not to compromise its open
nature.”
The Authority’s Design Awards
were developed to recognise and
celebrate recent developments that,
by virtue of their high quality design
and implementation, contribute to the
built environment of the North York
Moors. In awarding Beacon View
and Dale View the best conversion
accolade, the judges remarked that
they contained a subtle blend of old
and new and showcased what can be
achieved within the restrictions of a
listed building.
Danny and Liz are justifiably
proud of what they have achieved
and are enjoying running the holiday
cottages.
“The barns look and feel
comfortable with their new life in the
21st century,” says Liz “Feedback
from our many guests with words
like ‘stylish’, ‘attention to detail’ and
‘in a beautiful setting’ has been the
icing on the cake for us.”

A BURNING QUESTION
THE NORTH York Moors
National Park contains
the largest continuous
expanse
of
heather
moorland in England
and Wales.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

York Potash Update
AS Moors Messenger went to press,
the Authority had just received a
planning application from York
Potash Ltd regarding the proposed
potash mine near Whitby and the
related mineral transport system.
The Authority encourages residents,
visitors, parish councils, businesses
and all those who might be affected by
the proposals to take the opportunity
to engage in the planning process
and comment on the application.
All relevant documents are
available to view on the Planning
Explorer pages of our website and
for the latest information go to
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/potash

This nationally and internationally
important habitat covers around one
third of the National Park and is
subject to some of the highest levels of
protection in existence. So why, you
may ask, are gamekeepers and land
managers allowed to set fire to it on
an annual basis?
In part, it is because what seems
a wild and untamed landscape is not
really a natural one at all. Left to its
own devices without any management,
much of our beloved moorland would
eventually revert to woodland. Not
only would this change the very fabric
of the National Park, it would also
mean the loss of wildlife supported
by our heather moorland including
waders such as curlew, lapwing and
golden plover – species that are under
threat (see page one).
Controlled burning is part of an
overall programme of moorland
management. In much of the North
York Moors it is carried out to
benefit grouse but controlled burning
also takes place on Fylingdales
and Levisham Estates which aren’t
managed for grouse shooting.

National Park apprentices carrying out heather burning.
to spread more evenly as they too
prefer the younger growth to eat.
Interestingly, controlled burning can
also help reduce the risk of wildfires
taking hold by creating fire breaks in
the heather which can stop a wildfire
from travelling.
Peter Snaith has been a
gamekeeper for 26 years, the past
11 with the Dawnay Estate. Around
90% of the estate is made up of
moorland covering some 10,500
acres predominantly around The
Moors National Park Centre at
Danby.
He says: “The main difference
between wildfires and controlled
burning is that the latter just takes
the top off the heather and the burn
only covers a small area up to a
couple of acres in size. Wildfires burn
deep into the peat, can take many
years to regenerate and can range
from hundreds of acres to, in extreme

Benefits
Burning helps minimise scrub and
sapling growth and breaks the heather
into a patchwork of different ages
ranging from 20 years old to new
shoots. The longer heather provides
protection from predators for grouse
and other birds, while the burnt areas
provide nesting areas for waders and
fresh new growth for the grouse
to eat. It also helps sheep flocks

cases, thousands. We had a large
wildfire on Danby Moor in 1976 that
is still recovering now.”

Seasonal
The season for controlled burning
runs from 1 October to 15 April.
This is to avoid the time when ground
nesting birds colonise the moors
but also because the risk of wildfire
is greater in the summer months
when the vegetation is much drier.
In practice, a fire up to 30 yards is lit
and – in most conditions – the burn
will travel through at the width it is lit.
Gamekeepers and their staff follow
behind and to the side with a fogging
unit, a bit like a pressure washer,
which puts out the fire with a mist of
water. Sometimes gamekeepers use
a tractor and topper to cut around
an area of heather and then the area

within the cut boundary is burnt.
Peter adds: “There are usually
only a few weeks a year when the
conditions are right for burning. In
a good year you’ll get 28 days but
if it’s a wet winter you can be lucky
if you get a week. March is usually
the month when conditions are most
favourable.”
Some have concerns about the
practice of moorland burning, for
example due to air pollution, and
it certainly needs to be undertaken
carefully but land mangers work
closely with Natural England to ensure
that the work is carried out sensitively.
Gamekeepers don’t need to
provide notice before carrying out
a burn but they do notify the fire
service. If you do see a fire on the
moors at this time of year, chances
are it will be a controlled burn, but if
you have any doubt please do alert
the fire service as soon as possible.

How are we performing? App in CNP Park Protector Award
The Authority strives to maintain a high level of customer service and performance. The
table below gives a snapshot of how it is performing against 10 headline indicators.
Our target

INDICATOR

2014/2015

Performance
2014/2015

Customer Service Standards for:
• T
 elephone calls answered personally within 5 rings
• W
 ritten correspondence answered within
10 working days

98%

97%

98%

92% *

•
•
•
•

80%

80%

65%

79%

80%

83%

67%

49%

114,800ha

113,377ha

79%

79%

85%

84%

95%

93%

91%

88%

Planning applications determined within 8 weeks
M
 inor applications determined within 8 weeks
Other applications determined within 8 weeks
P
 ercentage of planning appeals dismissed
(4 year rolling average)

Area of the National Park managed in line with the
Authority’s conservation objectives
Footpaths & other rights of way:
• That are easy to use by the public
• That are signposted where they leave a road
Percentage satisfaction rating for users of
‘promoting understanding’ services.
Figures to September 2014 other than * to August 2014

What

to

WE WERE delighted to be awarded
the runner-up prize and a bursary
of £1,000 in this year’s Campaign
for National Parks’ Protector Award
for an innovative “Buildings at Risk”
survey app, which was a pilot study
grant aided by English Heritage
and involving our volunteers.
The bursary will be used to help
consolidate buildings at risk in the
North York Moors.
The app is loaded with historic
data, photos and past survey results to
help the volunteers locate each listed
building. Volunteers then collated
fresh data on the latest condition
and use of each building which was
synchronized to a database, reducing
the need for any duplication of data.
The scheme has been a great
success and English Heritage is now
developing a toolkit which will include
reference to the app for volunteers to
use across the country.

Spot

COMMON Juniper has the most extensive natural global
distribution of any woody plant and consequently it is of
little conservation concern at a global scale. Unfortunately
in the UK, juniper numbers have fallen drastically and
there is a recognised lack of natural regeneration (young
trees growing from seed) to form the next generation.
More recently a further threat has come in the form of the
fungal disease Phytophthora austrocedrae.
Juniper is a priority species in the North York Moors
local Biodiversity Action Plan. Since 1990 at least
1752 new juniper plants raised from seeds and cuttings
have been planted across the National Park by, in the

Christmas Craft Fair

THE MOORS National Park Centre’s
free annual festive weekend takes
place on 15 and 16 November from
10.30am to 4.30pm. Celebrating
the very best of local arts, crafts
and seasonal gifts it’s a perfect
opportunity to get a head start on
your Christmas shopping. There will
be a visit from Father Christmas,
traditional organ music and children’s
craft-making activities.
Sutton Bank National Park Centre
will be holding a Christmas shopping
weekend on 29-30 November with
food tasting, kid’s activities and live
music.

New Website

Historic Environment Volunteer
John Robinson uses the app to
assess a listed building.

JUNIPER
main, volunteers and school children. If all of these new
introductions are successful, these efforts would increase
juniper numbers across the National Park by a staggering
29 times.
During a recent survey there was some good news;
firstly that no sign of the fungal disease was found, and
secondly, a young naturally regenerated juniper seedling
was discovered within one of our reintroduction areas.
The hope is that protection of our existing Juniper areas
coupled with new planting will eventually tip the balance
in their favour, and allow Juniper to become a selfsustaining feature of the North York Moors.

THE NORTH York Moors National
Park’s website has been given a
substantial refresh to make it
compatible with tablets and mobile
phones, including giving our logo
a slightly more contemporary feel.
The content has also increased with
plenty of ideas for days out, seasonal
activities and wildlife spotting. The
new site highlights the many local
food, arts and craft producers plus
organisations that help people enjoy
the area.
The Authority is currently working
on versions of its logo that can be
used by local businesses to illustrate
that their product or service is
produced in or inspired by the North
York Moors.

Conservation Blog
OUR CONSERVATION team write
a weekly blog taking a ‘behind
the scenes’ look at some of the
work we do to safeguard wildlife
and habitats in the National Park.
You can follow their antics at
http://northyorkmoorsnationalpark.
wordpress.com
If you have any suggestions for
topics you’d like covered, please
email conservation@northyorkmoors.
org.uk

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

