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AS MANY of you will recall, the 
amount of money the National 
Park receives from central Govern
ment was cut by around 40% in 
real terms a few years ago. 

Yet, despite making difficult 
decisions regarding staffing and 
priorities, we have still been able to 
make great strides in some areas of 
our work. How has that happened? 

The answer is that we have been 
successful in raising extra funds 
from a wide variety of sources. The 
biggest element is from bodies such 
as the Heritage Lottery Fund. This 
is the main funder of the Land of 
Iron project, which is working with 
communities to explore, rescue and 
promote the astonishing history of 
ironore mining in the North York 
Moors. The HLF is also funding 
a project on those delightful long
distance migrants, turtle doves. 
Grant funding is paying for much 
of our work on tourism, improving 
river quality and protecting ancient 
monuments. We have eleven of 
these projects on the go at the 
moment.

We have also raised more money 
from fees and charges: sometimes 
unpopular but we have kept these 
modest compared with many places 
and all our public toilets remain free 
to use. We receive a similar amount of 
money from ‘Section 106’ planning 
agreements, particularly one associ
ated with the new Woodsmith 
Potash Mine. These only fund work 
to mitigate and compensate for the 
impacts of development, ranging 
from visual impacts to policing needs 
and carbon emissions. We also raise 
money from the goods we sell in our 
shops and from rental income, etc.

It is great to have a decent budget 
to spend on the Park and its facilities. 
But, as you can see, our funds 
these days are much more tied to 
particular projects than they used to 
be. We have considerably fewer staff 
in our ‘corporate core’ than we had 
10 years ago. So if we’re not quite 
as quick at answering the phone or 
replying to an email, please bear 
with us.

THIS year marks the 250th 
anniversary of Captain 
James Cook setting sail 
on the Whitby-built HM 
Bark Endeavour for an 
‘astronomical’ voyage to 
the Pacific Ocean. 

To mark the anniversary, the North 
Yorkshire coastline will play host to 
an extraordinary mix of events that 
will celebrate the Captain and all that 
he achieved. 

Famous son 
Born in Marton, Middlesbrough, 

and schooled in Great Ayton, James 
Cook is perhaps the National Park’s 
most famous son and a true boy of 
the Moors. It is said he often walked 
from his home at Aireyholme Farm 
to the summit of Roseberry Topping, 
capturing tantalising glimpses of the 
North Sea. At 16, he left to be a 

shop assistant in William Sanderson’s 
grocery store in Staithes.

He set sail on his first great 
voyage as Commander of HM Bark 
Endeavour in August 1768, heading 
to Tahiti to observe the planet Venus 
move across the face of the sun. 

Now, 250 years later, the North 
York Moors National Park and the 
town of Whitby plan to celebrate 
this anniversary with a summer 
of activities, which will also see 
a fullscale replica of the famous 
ship sail along our coastline to its 
new Yorkshire home. Following 
HM Bark Endeavour’s spectacular 
homecoming, the vision is for the 
ship to be berthed at Endeavour 
Wharf in Whitby and opened as a 
historic tourist attraction. It will tell 
the story of Cook’s life, from his 
humble beginnings in the North York 
Moors to his successful seafaring 
career.  Visitors to ‘The Endeavour 
Experience’ will also gain an insight 
into what life at sea would have been 
like during the 18th century. 

This scheme, along with other 
business enterprises, has been backed 

by the National Park Authority 
and has also received support as 
part of the ‘Moor to Sea’ (Coastal 
Communities Fund) project, which is 
delivered by the Authority.

Festival weekend 
The Captain Cook Festival – 

organised by Scarborough Borough 
Council Tourism Department, 
working in partnership with venues 
and organisations across Whitby 
– takes place from 6 to 8 July. 
Visitors to the town over the festival 
weekend will be able to explore two 
different tall ships (the Atyla and 
the replica HMS Pickle), as well as 
enjoy live music, street theatre, sea 
shanties and cookery demonstrations. 
A spectacular maritime play will be 
held at Whitby Abbey and there will 
also be a grand firework finale. For 
more information, please visit www.
discoveryorkshirecoast.com/whitby/
cook250. 

If you’re keen to ‘jump onboard’ 
the anniversary celebrations before 
July, remember our region has no 

fewer than four museums dedicated 
to Cook and his explorations: The 
Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, 
Middlesbrough; the Captain Cook 
Schoolroom Museum, Great Ayton; 
the Captain Cook & Staithes Heritage 
Centre, Staithes; and the Captain 
Cook Memorial Museum, Whitby.

On Saturday 26 May, you can 
join a 6½ mile guided walk inspired 
by Cook’s younger years. The walk, 
which is part of WalkFest 2018, 
begins at Great Ayton and will take 
in Captain Cook’s Monument, before 
joining the Cleveland Way as it heads 
towards Roseberry Topping. For more 
information, or to book your place, 
please visit www.northyorkmoors.
org.uk/walkingfestival.  

Also launched in May is the 
National Park’s new ‘Look Out! 
Discovery Trail', a familyfriendly 
treasure hunt that aims to get people 
exploring in ‘Captain Cook country’, 
so keep checking our website and 
social media pages for more details.

THE North York Moors National Park is a specially-protected place for good reason. As the 
guardians of this magnificent landscape, its habitats, wildlife and tranquillity, the Authority 
remains firmly against fracking for shale gas in the National Park. 

SAYING NO TO FRACKING 

Staithes

Conventional forms of gas exploration and 
production have taken place at a small scale in 
and around the National Park over the past few 
decades, particularly in the south-west of the Park 
and around Westerdale. 

More recently, Government has said that it 
wants to encourage exploration and testing for 
shale gas resources in a number of areas in 
England, and has granted new exploration and 
development licences in parts of North Yorkshire, 
including within the National Park. As a result, 
commercial interest is growing; with INEOS Shale 
UK advising that it has intentions to explore 
shale gas reserves in the area, despite strong 
objections from both the Authority and many 
local residents. 

Although Government rules mean that fracking 
for shale gas cannot take place from wells drilled 
at the surface in the National Park, these rules do 

not prevent drilling of wells from locations outside 
the Park boundary. 

The Authority believes that fracking underneath 
the National Park is fracking in the National Park. 
It is therefore vital that surface works outside, but 
close to the Park boundary, are subject to the very 
highest levels of planning scrutiny.

The Authority is working closely with North 
Yorkshire County Council and City of York Council 
to help finalise a new local plan for minerals and 
waste, which will set out new planning policies to 
help achieve this. The new Plan is expected to be 
adopted later this year.

The environment of the North York Moors, 
which includes everything from the dark skies at 
night to the unique geology and landforms, clean 
air and fresh water, matters greatly to us all. The 
Authority will therefore continue to stand against 
fracking in and under the National Park. 

Anniversary plans
endeavour to excite

 

NORTHERN 
Thurs 4 Oct 2018 @ 7pm
The Moors National Park 
Centre, Danby

SOUTHERN 
Tues 09 Oct 2018 @ 7pm
Sawdon Village Hall    

WESTERN 
Tues 16 Oct 2018 @ 7.15pm
Location TBC 

COASTAL 
Thurs 25 Oct 2018  @ 7pm
Location TBC 

These meetings are open  
to all.

PARISH FORUM 
2018 DATES
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Spotlight on Woodland Creation

NATIONAL PARK YOUTH 
GROUPS THRIVING

AS MORE people experience the North York Moors, it’s important that they use the Park in a thoughtful 
manner. Whether you’re a dog walker, trail runner, cyclist or horse rider, there are important things to 
consider if everybody is to enjoy their activity whilst looking after the landscape and other users.   

More enjoyment for all

PLANTING FOR A 
GREENER FUTURE

l If you know somebody in the Park who you think deserves a spot in Moors Messenger and would 
be happy to be featured, please email your suggestion, along with a few words about them, to press@
northyorkmoors.org.uk

Restoring ancient woodland

   PeoPle in the Park 

WHEN Graeme Watson was offered a job with the National Park Authority aged 
21, little did he realise that the skills he would acquire would still be proving 
useful more than 30 years later. 

A life outdoors

Now aged 58 and following 
20 years as the local postman, 
alongside 17 as a Retained 
Firefighter, Graeme is once again 
working in his favourite office, the 
great outdoors!

“It was 1981 when I got a job as a 
Field Assistant for the National Park 
Authority, and I worked there for 10 
years,” explains Graeme. “The nub 
of the job was to maintain the Public 
Rights of Way network, so clearing 
footpaths and bridleways, renewing 
stiles and gates, fencing, dry stone 
walling, litter collection; all things 
that are still important today.”

“I loved it, but by that time my 
wife and I had a daughter, followed 
three years later by the arrival of 
our twin girls, and three children 
definitely places a financial strain on 
a household!”

Graeme took a job in a 
woodworking factory in Whitby, but 
confesses that the ‘repetitive, noisy 
and indoor’ work was not to his 
liking, and he was the ‘happiest man 
in the building’ when he was made 
redundant 18 months later after a 
downturn in orders. 

“Our local Danby postman was 
off sick at the time, so I filled in 
on what I thought would be a very 
temporary basis. Sadly he never 

returned to work, and I was offered 
the job permanently. At about the 
same time, I also joined North 
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service 
as a Retained Firefighter at Danby.”

As well as delighting in being out 
and about in his local community, 
Graeme used his free time in the 
afternoons to work outdoors for 
others, carrying out gardening and 
fencing to help supplement his 
income. “My work for the National 
Park Authority had stood me in 
excellent stead. Somebody did once 
joke that the reason there were so 
few jobs around Danby was because 
Graeme Watson had them all!”

National champion
After 20 years Graeme decided 

that the time had come to leave 
Royal Mail. The days of the village 
Postmaster had passed and Danby 
no longer had its own delivery 
office, so Graeme once again 
set out to make a living from his 
passion of being outdoors. He now 
works full-time as a gardener and 
groundskeeper, builds bespoke owl 
and bird boxes, and has been a 
national carrot growing champion 
on at least eight occasions.

“Growing fruit and veg is a little 

bit of a hobby,” he says coyly. “I cut 
my teeth at local shows, but over the 
years I fancied a bigger challenge 
and lo and behold, it turned out that 
I was pretty reasonable at what I 
was doing.” Graeme has amassed 
over 30 national titles and is well 
known amongst the UK’s vegetable-
growing elite. Heavyweight 
gooseberries are another passion. 
As a member of Egton Bridge Old 
Gooseberry Society, Graeme tries 
his hand annually to tip the scales 
with a whopper on the first Tuesday 
of August. 

“I just love the sense of tradition 
and history,” he says. “After all, the 
show has been going since 1800 
and it’s our job to make sure that 
continues into the future.”

“I also have a bit of a soft spot 
for owls. I built two Barn Owl boxes 
for our garden in Ainthorpe and last 
year we had owls in both. It was 
brilliant to watch fledgling chicks 
emerge onto the platform ledge 
at dusk and call to their parents 
demanding to be fed!”

“I feel very lucky. What other job 
would allow me to be out on Oakley 
Walls on a spring day, enjoying what 
for me is one of the greatest views in 
the world – across Great and Little 
Fryup Dales.”

Fryup Dale
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The well-known Moors Message provides the countryside 
code information on fire, litter, dogs, respect, safety and 
rights of way. Now, as part of a joint project with the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park, a new initiative is delivering 
additional messages to a new generation of users such as 
mountain bikers. Many mountain bikers, who have been 
brought up using purpose-built trail centres, are now 
experiencing what the National Park has to offer via the 
rights of way network. The updated Care and Share advice 
will include information on which types of user can legally 
use which trail, how to respectfully share the trails with 
others, how to lessen damage and erosion, and how to 
minimise the spread of pests and diseases.

Both National Park Authorities will be working with 

local businesses, encouraging them to help educate visitors 
with key messages aimed at ensuring safe and sustainable 
enjoyment of the area. The project team will also be 
contacting local groups who use the Parks to ensure that 
the new messages are easy to understand and are 
promoted to the right audiences in the right locations. It is 
hoped the work will raise the profile of the National Parks, 
along with the Howardian Hills and Nidderdale Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), as welcoming places 
with a cooperative spirit that everyone can appreciate.  
l For more information, please contact Mike Hawtin, 
Outdoor Activity Tourism Officer, at M.Hawtin@
northyorkmoors.org.uk

IN THE National Park, the planting of new woodland habitats has been a key 
element of our conservation efforts over many years. Here’s an overview of 
some of our spring 2018 planting schemes and the species that benefit.

Fundamental to all the National Park 
Authority’s woodland creation work 
is careful consideration regarding 
the site, ensuring that it is suitable 
for such a long-term project. 
The Authority is always looking 
for landowners and partners to 
create new woodland, and funding 
is available for deciduous tree 
planting projects of one hectare 
(two and a half acres) and above. 
If you are interested and would like 
more information, please contact 
Alasdair Fagan on 01439 772700.

Turtle Dove habitat
For farmland birds such as a turtle 
dove or song thrush, dense patches of 
scrub or large hedges provide much-
needed protection from prying eyes or 
dangerous raptor talons. 

In March, turtle dove expert Richard 
Baines oversaw the planting of a brand 
new community reserve for turtle 
doves at Sawdon, with the Sawdon 
Community Nature Reserve Group. 
The work involved planting a mixture 
of hawthorn, blackthorn and hazel to 
create a thicket of wonderful scrub. 
This type of habitat is particularly 
important for turtle doves, as their 
delicate nest is often built within two 
metres of the ground in a dense 
tangle of thorns and twigs. In the 
winter, scrub is fantastic for roosting 
birds such as long-eared owls. Like 
the turtle doves, these magnificent 
birds are looking for protection from 
disturbance and also somewhere to 
have a daytime nap!  Future plans for 
this site include pond restoration and a 
turtle dove flower meadow. 

Riverbank corridors
Riparian woodlands are those that lie 
between the land and a watercourse. 
The trees filter sediment and nutrient 
run-off from the land and so can 
greatly improve water quality. They 
can also slow down the flooding effects 
of heavy rainfall, absorbing water into 
their roots. The roots themselves help 
bind and stabilise river banks and 
hillsides, holding landforms together 
and minimising erosion. Over the last 
decade the National Park Authority 
has planted many thousands of trees 
to restore the riparian corridors of 
the River Esk, with each site usually 
consisting of 100-200 new trees. 

Evidence shows that the North York 
Moors was almost entirely covered 
in woodland before humans started 
clearing them; now, only 4% of the 
area is woodland of ancient origin. 
This change has had a devastating 
impact on our native wildlife, with 
species such as the hazel dormouse 
and pied flycatcher now found in 
significantly lower numbers than a 
century ago.

There are also many areas of 
the Park that had a cover of trees 

for at least 400 years, but are now 
forestry plantation. These plantations 
are generally all of a single age and 
species (usually non-native conifers) 
and their formation often resulted 
in the loss of a number of natural 
historical and cultural features of the 
land. Restoration involves protecting 
any remaining features of interest 
and replacing the trees with native 
broadleaved species that are better 
suited to maintaining the special 
nature of these woods.  

The largest restoration scheme 
in 2018 is above Glaisdale, where 
eight hectares of former plantation 
are being replanted with species such 
as oak, hazel, rowan and aspen. 
This is in addition to 1.3 hectares 
near Lealholm that was felled and 
replanted with native species in 
2017. Both these schemes form part 
of the landscape conservation efforts 
of the Land of Iron project, funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
National Park.

GROUPS aimed at encour-
aging young people to get 
outdoors and get involved in 
the work of the National Park 
are thriving and expanding. 

The ‘Young Rangers’ – a 
special team of volunteer recruits 
aged between 11 and 17 – now 
have around 50 members from 
Stockton down to Hull. Due to 
this success, the scheme will be 
expanded from May, splitting 
into two groups which will cover 
different areas of the Park. This 
will give as many young people 
as possible the opportunity to 
take part. 

Since launching in October, 
the Young Rangers have 
cleared pathways, dug holes in 
preparation for tree planting, 
practiced compass skills, 
identified rock pool species and 
learned about topics including 

the local grey seal population 
and coastal erosion.  

Mary-Jane Alexander, Youth 
Engagement Officer at the 
North York Moors National 
Park says. “We aim to provide 
our Young Rangers with both 
highly enjoyable and rewarding 
activities that are something 
very different to what they might 
do on an average weekend.

“Ultimately, we hope that 
those individuals who volunteer 
with us during their younger 
years will remain passionate 
about the North York Moors 
throughout their lives.”
l For more information on 
the Young Rangers and how 
to get involved, please email 
Mary-Jane at youngranger@
northyorkmoors.org.uk, or 
phone the North York Moors 
National Park Authority on 
01439 772700.

Archaeologists’ club
Also going from strength 
to strength is the Moors and 
Valleys Young Archaeologists’ 
Club, which launched at 
the start of the year. So far 
participants have performed a 
‘rubbish rummage’ (it was clean, 
we promise) to teach members 
about how archaeologists draw 
conclusions about people’s lives 
from the items they once threw 
away. They have also handled 
and sketched real archaeological 
artefacts and attended a ‘Down 
to the Bare Bones’ workshop at 
Teesside University on animal 
and human skeletons. The 
sessions are free and run from 
11am-1pm on the first Saturday 
of each month. 
l For more information, please 
email yac@northyorkmoors. 
org.uk
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Whitby Abbey and 
the Cleveland Way
EXPERIENCE part of the Cleveland 
Way National Trail at one of its most 
spectacular locations, at fabulous 
Whitby Abbey. A wheelchair
accessible trail leads from Abbey 
Fields turning area out along the 
cliffs, while a new ramp offers 
access down to Whitby Holiday 
Park, with its café and toilet. You 
can return the same way (enjoying 
views of Whitby’s piers and the 
coast to Sandsend) or arrange to 
be picked up at the holiday park, 
having enjoyed one of the most 
exciting and spectacular sections of 
the Cleveland Way.

New National Park 
publications 
THE 2018 edition of our exciting, 
free visitor magazine – Out and 
About in the North York Moors – is 
now available from both National 
Park visitor centres and local 
outlets. Also available is the Inspired 
by… gallery programme, detailing 
all our exhibitions for the year 
ahead, and our 2018 guided walks 
programme, titled ‘Breath of Fresh 
Air’. There’s also a new edition of 
the popular walking guide ‘Walks 
around Rosedale Abbey’, and keep 
an eye out too for a thoroughly 
revised edition of ‘The Rail Trail’, 
describing the historic route from 
Goathland to Grosmont. 

Annual report 
THE National Park Authority’s 
annual report for 2017/18 will 
be available in June, outlining 
key achievements and providing 
information on our expenditure 
and performance. This year’s 
report will be made available in the 
‘About Us’ section of our website at 
northyorkmoors. org.uk

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Published by The North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York  YO62 5BP   •   Tel: 01439 772700    •   Email: general@northyorkmoors.org.uk       Printed on recycled paper  

PICTURE a volunteer in the National Park and you may 
well imagine them wearing a pair of walking boots and 
striding over the moors, or carrying out very practical 
tasks such as maintaining public rights of way.

Not all volunteers wear boots

YOU can help us with a project in the North York Moors to 
establish the distribution of the hoverfly Portevinia maculata. 

This is a hoverfly whose 
larvae live, tunnel and feed in the 
underground bulbs of wild garlic 
(also known as ramsons). When the 
males emerge they can frequently 
be seen resting on the wide leaves 
in dappled sunlight. Females tend 
to be less conspicuous, tucking 
themselves down in the lower parts 
of the plant out of sight. The male 
hoverfly can be recognised by its 
dark abdomen with six grey spots; 
the females are somewhat less 

distinctly marked. Any patch of 
ramsons is worth checking out.

You can send any records 
(preferably with a photo) to Joan 
Childs, Head of Volunteering, at 
J.Childs@northyorkmoors.org.uk. 
Please send the location, preferably 
with a sixfigure grid reference (UK 
Grid Reference Finder is a great 
website to find this) and the date, 
so that we can build up a picture of 
where the ramsons hoverfly can be 
found in the National Park.

NATURE CALLS

Woodsmith Mine mitigation measures 
THE North York Moors National Park Authority is delivering a range of 
environmental and tourism activities related to the development of the 
Woodsmith Mine. These include woodland planting, habitat improvements 
and tourism business development grants. If you would like to know more 
about what we are doing or have ideas about projects that would benefit 
your area, please get in touch and we can arrange for someone to attend 
a local community meeting or plan a meeting in your area at a convenient 
time.  Contact Briony Fox b.fox@northyorkmoors.org.uk

RAMSONS HOVERFLY

While it’s true that outdoor roles 
still make up a significant proportion 
of the activities available to volunteers, 
there are many diverse opportunities 
available throughout all areas of 
the Authority’s work. Examples of 
roles currently being undertaken by 
volunteers across the Park include 
helping in the Visitor Centres, 3D 
computer modelling, data inputting 
and administration.

Joan Childs, Head of Volunt
eering, says: “We hope we have 
a volunteering opportunity for 
everybody with an interest in the 
National Park, whether they would 
like to take part in some very hands
on activities, or help with some of our 
fantastic education events.

“We have a wide range of 
volunteering positions advertised 
on our website, but it’s not always 
necessary to wait until the right 
vacancy pops up online. 

“If you’re keen to get involved, 
but aren’t quite sure what it is you’d 
like to do, we would definitely still 

encourage you to get in touch.”
One volunteer who took this 

approach is Paul Hepworth, who 
is currently providing datainputting 
assistance to the Volunteering Team. 
He says: “A particular vacancy 
had caught my eye, but as I’m not 
currently very mobile, I wasn’t sure if 
I’d be able to get involved. I decided 
to get in touch in the hope they 
might have a ‘sittingdown’ job, and 
was offered the opportunity to work 
with the Volunteering Team. 

“It’s good to work in a lively office 
talking to others. It’s a laughaminute 
when everybody is in the office.”

At the time of writing, some of the 
vacancies advertised online include a 
Maintenance Volunteer (based around 
Sutton Bank), Seal Watch volunteers, 
Youth Engagement volunteers, and 
opportunities to get involved with the 
‘Land of Iron’ project at Rosedale. 
l For more information, please 
visit www.northyorkmoors.org.
uk/volunteering, or phone 01439 
772700.

 

RESIDENTS and businesses 
with off-mains sewage 
treatment systems are 
urged to support the ‘Call 
of Nature’ campaign to help 
improve water quality in 
our rivers. 

The campaign aims to raise 
aware ness of the hazards 
caused by poorly maintained 
septic tanks, cesspits and 
package treatment plants and 
highlight what people can do to 
help protect their environment.   

In 2018 the campaign is 
focusing on the River Esk and 
surrounding coastal streams, 
which cover much of the north 
of the National Park. These 
waterways are home to some 
of our rarest species, including 
the endangered freshwater 
pearl mussel, water voles, 
otters and Atlantic salmon. 
However, water quality in some 
areas is not as good as it 
should be, putting these fragile 
ecosystems at risk.

Kate Bailey, Catchment 
Partnership Officer, says: 
“Although we are fortunate 
our river habitats support 
such an array of wildlife, we 
know that some are affected 
by raised levels of the nutrient 
phosphate, which can enter 
watercourses from non-mains 
sewage treatment systems in 
rural communities.”

“Common sources of phos-
phate include dishwasher and 

laundry detergents, human 
sewage, animal manures and 
‘wash-off’ from agricultural 
fields and farmyards. These 
elevated levels can trigger 
excessive plant growth which 
can have a detrimental effect on 
the river habitat by depleting 
oxygen levels in the water and 
blocking sunlight.”

The project is being funded 
by the Environment Agency, 
working in partnership with the 
North York Moors National Park 
Authority and the Yorkshire Esk 
Rivers Trust. 

Dr Katie Aspray, Environment 
Agency Project Manager 
(Environment Programme, 
Yorkshire Area) continues: 
“Households and businesses 
with septic tanks and package 
treatment plants are responsible 
for meeting legal requirements 
which ensure systems do not 
cause pollution. 

“We want everyone to 
know that they can play a 
part in protecting the North 
York Moors, its rivers, seas 
and wildlife, by ensuring they 
comply with these regulations 
and being mindful about what 
goes down their drains and 
toilets.”
l Further information can be 
found on the website www.
callofnatureyorkshire.info 
or by contacting Kate Bailey 
k.bailey@northyorkmoors.
org.uk or the Environment 
Agency on 03708 506 506 
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Wild garlic

Paul Hepworth, Admin volunteer
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