
Introduction
This is the first Historic Environment Newsletter produced by the North York Moors 
National Park Authority. In it we look at a range of projects which are underway or 
have been completed in the last year or so. We also include a number of topics about 
which we are frequently asked and which we hope you will find of interest. If you 
have specific questions which you would like to raise, please contact us.
The North York Moors National Park contains thousands of archaeological sites which 
represent the activities of human beings in the area from the end of the last Ice Age 
(c. 12,000 years ago) to important industrial landscapes of the 17th to early 20th 
centuries and the concrete and steel bunkers of the Cold War – in fact some 32% of 
the nationally important protected archaeological sites (Scheduled Monuments) for 
the Yorkshire and Humber region can be found in the National Park. 

Buildings also form an important part of the historic environment and the 
National Park contains 9% of the regional total of Listed (protected) Buildings. The 
National Park maintains a detailed index of all the known archaeological sites and 
important buildings in the form of the Historic Environment Record (HER), which 
currently contains over twenty thousand records. The Authority’s Archaeological 
Conservation Officers, Graham Lee and Mags Waughman, and Building Conservation 
Officers, Edward Freedman and Beth Davies, work with a wide range of people and 
organisations to look after this wealth of historic remains. 

News Update...
Heritage Open Day: Cawthorn Camps: Sunday 2nd August, 2009
Come along to Cawthorn Roman Camps and see the Legio VIII Augusta in action ! As well as information 

about the site and guided tours around the earthworks, the Legio VIII Augusta will be providing enter-
taining and educational historical displays, based around their living history encampment. 

Visitors can have their own Roman coin stamped for them to take home, or have their name written 
out in authentic Roman script to keep as a souvenir. 

See Roman soldiers going about their daily life, making or repairing arms and equipment, all carefully 
researched for authenticity. You can also watch the soldiers at weapons training or practicing their battle 

drill, receiving orders in Latin.
For further information call our event line 01439 772738
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the rievauLx timber
During emergency repair works to stabilise Rievaulx Bridge at New Year 2006-7, a substantial timber was recovered 
from the bed of the River Rye. This had been revealed by a scour which damaged and undercut the concrete apron 
around the NW pier of the current bridge. The latter dates from the 18th century, having been rebuilt after the former 
bridge was washed away in the major flood of 1754.

The timber was collected and transported to York for recording and analysis by wood experts at the York 
Archaeological Trust (with funding from English Heritage). It is just over 5m long by 0.45m wide and 0.44m deep, with 
the remains of six large squared sockets cut into the upper face. It has been interpreted as the base plate for a pier in 
a timber bridge, into which substantial upright timbers or piles were inserted. The style of production suggests that it 
dates to the 12th or 13th centuries AD, and provides evidence, therefore, of a timber bridge of this date at this location. 
Unfortunately, it has not proved possible to refine this date range since the sample taken for tree-ring (dendro-
chronological) dating could not be matched to the reference series. Analysis of the growth rings does indicate, 
however, that this timber grew in an open environment rather than in enclosed woodland.

There is a documentary reference from 1170 to a bridge at Rievaulx on the road to Byland, but this may refer to 
the site of Bow Bridge, 1.4km to the NNW. Finds of medieval bridge timbers are relatively rare but between 1949-55 a 
series of timber piles together with two or three probable examples of further timber base plates (one of which may 
equate with the recovered example) were recorded in the river bed at this location. These are now likely to have been 
lost to erosion. Given that the foundation of Rievaulx Abbey dates to the 1130s, the possibility must exist that the 
bridge indicated by these remains was directly connected with the monastic site.
page one: rievaulx timber: centre section showing three complete sockets. tape measure extended to 1m length to serve as scale. 
drawing: Survey by the York Archaeological trust, conservation report 2007/18.
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the archaeology and history Groups bulletin has been developed to help raise awareness of the range 
of archaeological and historical activities being carried out by local groups and to encourage the sharing of 
experience, ideas and skills throughout the National Park. The next issue is in preparation for circulation this 
spring and will contain a full update of all the groups’ activities and contact details.
for further information or to receive a copy, please contact mags Waughman via the addresses at the end  
of this newsletter

pubLicationS update:  



Lime and ice
The North York Moors National Park Authority, together with 
our partners, the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB), English Heritage, the Forestry Commission 
and Natural England, have been awarded £500 000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for the Lime and Ice project, which is 
now underway and will continue for five years. The name of 
the project reflects the importance of the limestone geology 
and the impact of glaciation on the south-western area of 
the National Park and the northern part of the AONB. The 
combination has resulted in a free-draining promontory 
landscape which has been used over millennia for settlement 
and defence. Archaeological work as part of the project this 
year is planned to include:

 

Investigation of Boltby Scar  
Promontory Fort
One of the key elements of the project is to investigate 
the promontory fort at Boltby Scar (SE 5060 8563) and its 
surrounding landscape in order to improve its presentation, 
interpretation and management. The fort is thought to be Iron 
Age in date but this requires confirmation.

Work will involve carrying out a number of surveys in order 
to better understand the fort and its relationship to other 
archaeological sites in the area, including the Cleave Dyke (a 
prehistoric linear boundary which runs close to the escarpment 
edge), a pre-existing Bronze Age round barrow cemetery and a 
second promontory fort at Roulston Scar, to the south.

The work at Boltby Scar has provided the opportunity for 
local people to be involved in survey work and there should be 
a further opportunity this summer to take part in excavation. 
This will investigate how the monument has survived after 45 
years of cultivation and, hopefully, provide more information 

on its date and methods of construction. In order to 
improve the management of the monument and restore its 
presence in the landscape, it is also proposed to partially 
reconstruct the defences of two-thirds of the monument 
that were levelled in the early 1960s.

An initial geophysical survey has been carried out on 
part of the Cleave Dyke, just to the south-east of the fort. 
This has confirmed that the line of the dyke is interrupted 
opposite Boltby Scar fort, which suggests that the two 
monuments are likely to be directly related.

Improved Access to and  
Interpretation of Hood Hill
The second project is to make the current access to Hood 
Hill (SE 5038 8141) less damaging to the archaeological 
remains by installing a surface to the used path and 
stone pitching steps on the steeper slopes. Hood Hill is a 
geological outlier which lies just to the west of Roulston 
Scar, the site of the largest Iron Age promontory fort in the 
north of England and the home of the Yorkshire Gliding 
Club. 

Hood Castle, on the top of Hood Hill, is an early Medieval 
motte. It is not clear whether there was ever a separate 
bailey since the top of the hill is relatively small. The castle 
is thought to have been built between c.1086–1106 and 
documents reveal that a licence was granted to reinforce 
the site with a ditch and stone wall in 1264. The castle is 
last mentioned in 1322. Few, if any, traces of stone walls 
can be seen today, the monument surviving principally as a 
series of steep slopes, banks and ditches. It is intended that 
improved interpretation for the remains of Hood Castle be 
provided on the Cleveland Way National Trail at Roulston 
Scar, from where the site is best appreciated.

Arthur Smith and a young tony Pacitto at the defences of Boltby Scar Promontory fort in 1958, before they were levelled.
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Frequently asked questions...

This other group of standing stones are located at a former farmstead (SE 4983 9508) in Snilesworth, recorded as 
“Stephen Thwaites” on the 1st edition 6” map of 1857. The site has been popularised in local postcards, capturing the 
imagination of many people, but the stone setting itself appears to be of no great antiquity. Close examination of the 
stones reveals that all but one appear to have been used as gate posts and then subsequently re-used and moved 
to their present location. Two of them lie on an old wall line and may relate to this; a further pair may represent the 
remains of a further old boundary at an approximate right-angle to the former, but overall they appear rather tall and 
in a strange location to have been staddles.

What are staddle 
stones?
Staddle stones were used to raise 
barns, granaries, hayricks,  bee 
hives, etc, off the ground in order 
to protect the produce from damp 
and from vermin. They usually 
had a separate head and base 
which gave the whole structure 
a mushroom-like appearance. 
Different designs were used in 
different areas.

The tops of the staddles were 
usually circular and overlapped 
the support in such a way that it 
made it almost impossible for a 
rodent to climb up and into the 
hay or grain stored above. The 

Staddle stones, Upper Farndale

air could freely circulate beneath 
the stored crops and this helped to 
keep them dry. The arrangement of 
the stones to support the structure 
and its weight varied, but a wooden 
framework was placed onto the 
tops of the stones. The staddles 
were generally arranged in two or 
three rows but small granaries could 
make do with five staddles, utilising 
one stone as a central support. The 
granaries, etc, were built on top of 
the frame. (Source: Wikipedia)

The surviving staddles within the 
Moors appear to be quite “rough 
and ready” constructions, with 
no surviving tops, but there is a 
noticeable concentration in the west 
of the Moors around Snilesworth, 
between Osmotherley and Hawnby.

Snilesworth

faq 1
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john coLLier coLLection 

This project relates to a collection of photographic images and associated information left to Helmsley Town Council 
by the late John Collier. The collection includes his own photographs and a range of other images and material (such as 
programmes for local dramatic society events). Together these form a valuable record of life in Helmsley over the course 
of the last century. It is hoped that other collections and additional information might be obtained in the future. If this 
proves possible, the archive may develop into a major local historical resource for Helmsley and the surrounding area. 
A very successful meeting was organised by Helmsley Town Council for residents to review and discuss this collection 
last November and further meetings will be held in the future. 

The initial collection has been scanned by the North Yorkshire County Records Office and subsequently sorted into 
topics and indexed by Jen Harris and other members of the Helmsley Archaeological and Historical Society (HAHS) so that 
they can be easily and usefully accessed in future.
details of this and other hahS projects can be found on their website at:   
www.helmsleyarchaeologicalandhistoricalsociety.org.uk

What is the history behind  
Scotch corner chapel?
Walkers on the footpath between Oldstead Village and Hambleton are often surprised to find a small chapel amongst 
the trees, just below the skyline, at Scotch Corner (SE 5267 8141). The chapel was built between 1957-9 by John 
Bunting (a notable local sculptor) as a memorial to those who lost their lives in the 2nd World War. Access to the 
chapel is advertised on a signpost at the chapel and there is also a local caretaker. 

The site originally appears to 
have been occupied by a drover’s 
inn (dating back possibly to the 
16th century) which went out 
of use in the 19th century when 
droving ceased. Use continued 
as a farmstead until just after the 
1st World War, after which it was 
abandoned and fell into ruins. 
John Bunting secured the lease 
of the site in 1957 and used stone 
from the derelict buildings for 
the chapel, also restoring a small 
building close by and creating a 
small croft of grassland around. The 
chapel is decorated with a range of 
stone carvings.

A new book which explores 
many aspects of the history of 
this area is due to be published 
by Granta in September 2009. The 
book The Plot, my biography of an 
English Acre has been written by 
Guardian journalist, Madeleine 
Bunting, daughter of John Bunting.

faq 1

faq 2

(References: Banks F 2000 Oldstead: The history of a small rural community; 
Mead H 1978 Inside the North York Moors, David & Charles).
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archaeoLoGY of the north York moorS: tHe HuMAn vAlue

  Most importantly, this has included a revised and updated 2nd edition of 
John Harrison’s eight centuries of milling in north east Yorkshire, originally 
published in 2001. The print run of the first edition had sold out by 2004 and 
thus been unavailable until its reappearance in Spring 2008. This second edition 
includes major revisions and is available from North York Moors National Park 
Centres, priced at £20 (plus £4-50 p&p per copy within the UK) or online at  
www.moors.uk.net/shop

 A revised edition of the booklet about the Roman military complex at 
cawthorn has also been produced. This is available from National Park Centres 
price £1.95 (plus p&p) or online at www.moors.uk.net/shop

  Recent archaeological publications by other organisations include a new 
information booklet, england’s rock art produced by English Heritage, in 
association with Northumberland County Council. This booklet was developed 
from the Northumberland and Durham Rock Art Pilot Project and includes a Case 
Study note on Fylingdales Fire Site. This publication is available to download 
from the internet at: http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/era/

The Fylingdales Fire Site project also features in a booklet published in 2007 
to accompany the exhibition at Whitby Museum. fylingdales: Wildfire and 
archaeology by Blaise Vyner is available from the National Park Centres, priced 
at £5-75 (plus p&p) or online at www.moors.uk.net. This well-illustrated account 
also includes a self-guided trail around part of the site at Stoup Brow.

  The North Yorkshire and Cleveland 20th Century Defence Study Group 
has also produced the first publication in their local defence of the uk series. 
The first book to appear is Volume Two on Whitby and neighbouring parishes, 
documenting a wide variety of sites. The book is available from York Publishing 
Services Ltd (01904 431213) or online via www.defenceofbritain.co.uk or orders@
yps-publishing.co.uk .

other recent publications are mentioned in the other articles under their 
various topic headings.

“There are few places elsewhere in Britain which can offer 
such extensive and remote tracts of wild and unspoilt scenery 
within such easy reach of populated areas” is how the North 
York Moors were described prior to their designation as a 
National Park in 1952.

The surprise for many who visit the moors is just how 
much these landscapes are the result of the activities of our 
ancestors. From the earliest times, c.10,000 years ago, this 
involved the creation of clearings for hunting within the forest 
which had grown up throughout the moors after the end of 
the last Ice Age.

By the early to middle Bronze Age (c.3,500 – 4,000 years 
ago) our ancestors were farming and cultivating crops on the 
moor tops (Fig 1), probably because the surrounding lowlands 
were still too wet and heavily treed. The development and use 
of these field systems helped lead (due to impoverishment of 
the thin soils) to the formation of today’s moorlands, which 
were probably in existence by the beginning of the Roman 
period.

Although some-what off the beaten track, as far as 
mainstream historical events are concerned, the historic 
landscapes of the moors help tell the local story of mankind 
and bring the activities of our ancestors more clearly to life. 
Probably the most significant archaeological value is that 
– due to subsequent minimal re-use and disturbance – a 
considerable density of remains from all periods survive as 
structures or earthworks which can be appreciated today. The 
prehistoric remains are often quite subtle but the scale of the 
transformation brought about by our post-medieval industries 
is quite astonishing – particularly when you consider what 
was achieved in the days before modern machinery and 
mechanisation transformed working practices. 

A good example is the alum industry (Fig 2), which 
produced a chemical used to fix and brighten the colour 
of vegetable dyes in woollen cloth – the principal English 
export in the 16th and 17th centuries. Until the chemistry was 
understood and alternative sources exploited, virtually the 

entire production of alum for England came from the area 
of the North York Moors. Consequently, from the early 17th 
through to the later 19th centuries, millions of tons of rock 
and shale were excavated, moved and processed – leaving 
huge, ragged scars in the landscape. This, the first major 
English chemical industry, is all the more remarkable for the 
lack of any real knowledge about the chemistry of the process 
until more than 200 years after its ‘birth’.

Religion also had a major part to play in our landscapes, 
with the early medieval monasteries being responsible for 
bringing remote areas of the moors into productive use, 
particularly by the farming of sheep for wool. Later land-
owners at Rievaulx treasured the monastic ruins for the 
spectacular views that they offered from the surrounding hills, 
subsequently engineering a parkland landscape (completed 
1757) with vistas down onto the Abbey remains through 
carefully planted avenues of trees (Fig 3).

And finally to the heather moorland, the present appearance of 
which owes much to land management over the last 150 years or 
so, to create a heather monoculture for grouse shooting. Without 
the latter, the moorland landscapes around us now would 
probably look quite different.

These histories, and the physical traces that we record and 
manage within our landscapes, illustrate countless human lives, 
helping our present-day selves to view our own place within the 
history of this region and, in turn, the world – part of our own 
sense of identity. Perhaps this is the greatest value that we can 
share and celebrate…

“The surprise for many who visit the moors is just how much 
these landscapes are the result of the activities of our ancestors”

fig 1. Prehistoric field system at danby rigg (nZ 707 061) from west, showing a 
cross-ridge boundary dyke, funerary monuments (round cairns and ring cairns), 
field clearance cairns and linear clearance (along the line of former boundaries).  
© north York Moors national Park Authority.

pubLicationS update: 2008 has seen a number of new and revised archaeological publications by the national park appear on the scene.
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fig 2. Alum quarries at Boulby (nZ 752 196) from WnW, showing working 
areas truncated by cliff erosion with quarry faces to rear. © north York Moors 
national Park Authority.

fig 3. vista of consolidated ruins of rievaulx Abbey (english Heritage guardianship 
monument) from rievaulx terrace. © north York Moors national Park Authority.

2008 has seen a number of new and revised archaeological publications by the national park appear on the scene.
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Stone trodS
Stone trods are a form of paved routeway that are a 
particular feature of the villages, landscapes and roads 
of the north-eastern sector of the North York Moors. 
Regionally, these represent significant elements of the 
National Park’s Historic Environment.

Although two examples are known as Monk’s Trods, 
there is no actual evidence to link their origins with the 
various monastic houses which became established 
within the Moors in the Medieval period, although it 
must be considered that these religious houses would 
appear to be among the few institutions in the region 
with sufficient resources to have organised the creation 
of such a network of paved ways. From present research 
their origins are mostly thought to be late Medieval 
or Post-Medieval in date. It has also been suggested 
(below) that they may have been linked to the inland 
distribution of salt-fish from the harbours on the coast.

In recent years it has been noted that stone trods 
have been suffering piecemeal loss and damage, as well 
as a gradual erosion of their historic character. Since 
many trods are located along road edges or within the 
highway verge, they appear most vulnerable to works 
by statutory undertakers and the Highways Authority. 
Discussions have been held with the latter to raise the 
awareness of the importance of these features in order 
to try to resolve management issues and to maintain 
their local character and special significance, particularly 
by encouraging “like for like” repairs in terms of materials 
and the preservation of both the alignment and the 
nature of the ground within which the trods survive.

Trods have recently been the subject of a survey by 
the National Park’s Archaeology Volunteers Group to 
help with their management and to support current 
research by Christopher Evans of the Scarborough 
Archaeological and Historical Society (SAHS), in 
preparation for a book on the subject which was 
published in Autumn 2008.

The National Park Authority was pleased to be 
able to assist in the production of “Trods of the North 
York Moors” (SAHS Society research report No.13) 
by setting up a database for the trods (from the 
information supplied by Chris and from the efforts 
of our Archaeological Volunteers) from which the 
detailed maps for the volume were able to be able 
to be produced by the Authority’s Cartographer. This 
same data has been supplied to our colleagues in the 
Highways Department to help ensure that the trods 
are respected and properly managed by as wide an 
audience as possible. If you live near a stone trod which 
you would like to help look after, please contact the 
National Park Authority for further information.
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restoration project of trod on Kirkby Bank, by Kirkby, great Broughton & 
ingleby greenhow local History group with the assistance of a team from 
the royal dragoon guards.
 



archaeoLoGY daYSchooL octoBer 2008

The third in the biennial series of Historic Environment day-schools was held in October at the Helmsley Arts Centre and 
covered a wide range of topics on the archaeology and built environment of the National Park. These included talks on 
subjects as diverse as: The excavation of an Iron Age settlement and later Royal Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Street House, 
Yorkshire (the latter cemetery recently featured on regional news programmes regarding the quality of the gold jewellery 
which accompanied the burials); Recent Work on Cruck Buildings in North-East Yorkshire (based on a survey programme of 
buildings at Thornton le Dale, Pickering and Goathland) and The buried tree remains at West Bilsdale Moor, relating to the 
‘bog-burst’ which occurred after the flash flood event of June 2005.

The day was attended by 100 people and seemed to be enjoyed and appreciated by just about everyone. Information 
from feed-back forms will be used to help eliminate a few minor problems when the next day-school is held. 

neWS update

nYmnpa archaeological volunteers Group
A group of volunteers to work on archaeological 
projects within the National Park has now been 
established and membership stands at over eighty. 
The first project recording historic stone trods drew to 
a close last year. After two training sessions last spring 
the volunteers have been taking part in the North East 
Yorkshire Mesolithic project, looking for scatters of flint 
tools which are sometimes to be found eroding out of 
moorland footpaths. Some of the volunteers took part 
in excavations undertaken as part of the project by our 
partners, Tees Archaeology. A small group of volunteers 
was also asked to visit Cockayne Head prior to the 
moorland restoration project, to inspect the area for 
indications of Mesolithic sites which might be disturbed 
by the restoration work. Training for the next project, 
monitoring the condition of Scheduled Monuments at 
Risk, is underway and visits are expected to begin this 
spring. Future tasks may include Rock Art recording. 
if you are interested in joining this group or just 
wish to learn more about their activities, please 
contact mags Waughman via the addresses at the 
end  of this newsletter

Leader – opportunities for future 
community-based heritage projects
LEADER is a European initiative for assisting rural 
communities to improve the quality of life and 
economic prosperity in their local area. The “North York 
Moors, Coast and Hills” LEADER area, encompassing the 
whole of the North York Moors National Park, became 
operational last Autumn and will run until 2013. 

One of the programme’s priorities for community 
engagement is ‘Conservation and upgrading of the 
rural heritage’ and so now is a good time to be thinking 
of local projects which would benefit from grants to 
help make them happen. Projects eligible for support 
include initiatives to improve understanding and use 
of heritage and historic assets; local industrial heritage 
initiatives; support for training and traditional skills; 
support for communities to celebrate and conserve 
their heritage and identify related opportunities (such 
as the development of historical trails or the production 
of information / interpretation panels); and projects 
which use the area’s assets or sense of place for the 
benefit of people (their health, economy, etc). 
for more information, please contact mike horrocks 
via the addresses at the end  of this newsletter or 
m.horrocks@northyorkmoors-npa. gov.uk
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ABove training day on the Moors for the Archaeology volunteers



tree-rinG datinG of cruck buiLdinGS in the nationaL park

Tree-ring dating was attempted for four cruck-built houses 
between November 2007 and December 2008 under the 
auspices of the Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group 
(YVBSG). 
The work was carried out by Ian Tyers of 
Dendrochronological Consultancy Ltd., jointly funded by 
YVBSG and the National Park Authority who also provided 
introductions to several of the householders.

Dating of structures by this method is always uncertain 
but a positive result was achieved in two cases in Thornton le 
Dale:

Cruck Cottage, Maltongate (SE 83358253), has a slender 
but beautifully-carpentered pair of crucks with original upper 
purlins still intact. Here a very precise and remarkably early 
felling-date was achieved:  A.D. 1512.

Roxby Farm Cottage, also in Maltongate (SE83378283), 
proved more difficult to date in the absence of bark and 
shortage of sapwood, but it was possible to determine a date 
somewhere in the range 1584 to 1620.  Here the crucks were 

very large but relatively rough and poorly-shaped. Thus sheer 
size is no guide to antiquity !

An earlier tree-ring analysis of the crucks in Harome Manor 
House (now in the Ryedale Folk Museum) gave a felling-
date of 1570, so we are now gaining a more accurate idea of 
the chronology of their construction: from at least the late 
middle ages until the mid-17th century.

Two houses failed to yield either precise or 
approximate dates. These were Delves Cottage, Egton 
Bridge, and Thornhill Farm, Goathland.  According to our 
dendrochronologist, this is often the case in remote and 
isolated locations where, even if good cores can be taken, the 
sequence of rings does not match  the general series which 
have been built up for the North of England. This is thought 
to be due to highly localised growing conditions.  As more 
crucks are recorded and new ring-sequences built up, it may 
be possible to date these cores at some time in the future 
– so all is not lost !

barry harrison, vice-president YvbSG
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reStoration of the forGe, chop Gate

2008 saw the completion of repair works to the Forge at 
Chop Gate, a building that had been added to the List of 
nationally important buildings at the end of 2006, due to its 
early origins (see below) and the good survival of the original 
cross-passage planform of the adjoining house.

Works began in 2007 following the collapse of the gable 
wall, resulting in the loss of the unusual rubble stone 
beehive-shaped firehood. The listing of the building in 2006 
was a lucky coincidence since it enabled the National Park 
Authority to achieve, through grant assistance, the retention 
and repair of the building rather than demolition which had 
originally been proposed by the insurer’s surveyor.

Investigation of the structure revealed that the underlying 
structural condition of the building was perilous. However, 
it also revealed that within the regular block stone walls 
built in 1826 survived the remains of a far earlier structure. 
Examination of the central spine wall reveals at least three 
phases of construction, the first being a diminutive gable wall 
characteristic, in scale and construction, of the seventeenth 

century. This retains evidence of a fire area, implying a 
possible domestic use. As a consequence of the distinct 
phases of building, this core structure was distorted and 
unstable, but also one of the most historically interesting 
elements of the building. 

In order to preserve a record of the wall in the event of 
collapse during works, the Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings 
Study Group carried out a full survey and produced measured 
drawings. The Authority’s consultant conservation architect 
worked with Building Conservation staff to specify the 
conservation repairs required for the building, and local 
conservation builder Stephen Pickering carried out the work 
to an exemplary standard. The latter included employing such 
specialist techniques as pressure grouting, and using stainless 
steel dowels to re-join fractured stonework. Fortunately all 
went according to plan – the wall was preserved in-situ, the 
firehood painstakingly reconstructed and the building was 
opened to public view at a forging demonstration day and a 
subsequent lime-skills weekend.
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Want to find out more?
In addition to regular updates on the National Park website, the 
Authority is planning to produce this newsletter about the historic 
environment of the National Park on an annual basis. If you would like 
to receive notification of future updates and newsletter production, 
please email your details to conservation@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.
uk . Alternatively, if you would prefer to receive a paper version of the 
annual newsletter, please e-mail or post your name and address to 
‘Archaeology Newsletter’ at the address below.

interpretation project: 
anglo-Scandinavian Stones,  
St oswald’s church, Lythe
One major management and interpretation project completed within the last year with support from the part-European 
funded North Sea Trail Project and the Heritage Lottery Fund has been the conservation and display of the collection of 
historic stones at St Oswald’s Church, Lythe (NZ 8501 1316). This collection was discovered in the walls and buttresses of 
the former Medieval church in 1910-11 when it was substantially rebuilt in a major restoration. Two of the carved stones 
are Anglo-Saxon (dating from the late 7th to the late 8th centuries), almost forty pieces are of Anglo-Scandinavian origin 
(dating from the later 9th to the earlier 10th centuries) and there are also post-Conquest (after 1066) Medieval pieces.

The two Anglo-Saxon pieces are evidence of a probable stone church of this date but the Anglo-Scandinavian stones 
and fragments of monuments form the heart of what is the largest known collection of Anglo-Scandinavian carved stones 
in the north of England. Although there are other collections at other churches in North Yorkshire, the collection at Lythe is 
unparalleled in number and scope. Some of their features appear peculiar to Lythe and have been suggested to originate 
from a local workshop.

During the course of conservation by the York Archaeological Trust, it was discovered that a large hogback gravestone 
from the graveyard – when cleaned of lichen and mosses – included a previously unknown decoration. One side of the 
gravestone had been carved with a crude representation of a human figure being attacked by two animals. This has been 

interpreted as the god, Tyr, attempting to bind the wolf, Fenrir. 

The collection of later medieval stones includes part of a scalloped capital 
and a damaged Norman tympanum (a decorative panel above a doorway).  

This part of the collection shows clear evidence of a continuing 
ecclesiastical tradition at St Oswald’s.

The exhibition focuses on the early history of St Oswald’s and 
the village of Lythe, using the collection of carved stones as the 
central artefacts.  The interpretive display illustrates the history 
of this ecclesiastical site, linking the ancient Christian past with 
the present: from St Cuthbert and St Oswald in the 7th century, 
through the Viking invasions of the 8th and 9th centuries, to the 
Post-Conquest period and beyond.  

St Oswald’s has an Open Door policy during daylight 
hours and is located just off the Cleveland Way National Trail, 
dramatically situated above Lythe Bank, just east of the village.

The project was organised by the Parish Church Council 
Heritage Committee of Lythe Church, under the direction of 
their Chairman, Mr John Secker.

Anglo-Scandinavian 
Hogback gravestone
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