
INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the second Historic Environment Newsletter from the North 
York Moors National Park Authority. In this issue, we look at a range of 
projects from the last year including the investigation of Boltby Scar 
promontory fort, information on the rock art of the North York Moors and 
a new partnership with English Heritage to assist with and improve the 
management of the National Park’s most important archaeological sites. If 
any of these articles give rise to specific questions which you would like to 
raise, please contact us via the addresses on the back page.

The North York Moors National Park contains thousands of 
archaeological sites and hundreds of buildings which represent the 
activities of human beings from the end of the last Ice Age (c. 12,000 
years ago) through to 20th century relics of the Cold War. The Authority’s 
Archaeological Conservation Officers, Graham Lee and Mags Waughman, 
and Building Conservation Officers, Edward Freedman and Beth Davies, 
work with a wide range of people and organisations to look after this 
wealth of historic remains.

NEWS UPDATE... Historic Environment Record Review
Information on all the known archaeological sites and important buildings in the National Park is maintained in the 
form of a detailed index, known as the Historic Environment Record (HER), which contains over 20,000 records. The 
distribution of sites and finds can then be mapped very simply on top of the most up-to-date digital Ordnance Survey 
maps on the computer. A review of the current record system has recently been completed and work is now underway 
to upgrade and modernise the record system in order to improve its efficiency and meet modern standards. It is 
hoped that, in due course, this modernisation will eventually enable the HER to be accessible via the internet. If you 
are interested in consulting this information at present, please contact the Authority’s Archaeological Conservation 
Officers to arrange an appointment.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
HISTORY GROUPS BULLETIN 
This bulletin has been developed to help raise 
awareness of the range of archaeological 
and historical activities being carried out by 
local groups and to encourage the sharing of 
experience, ideas and skills throughout the 
National Park.

The next issue is in preparation for circulation this 
summer and will contain a full update of all the 
groups’ activities and contact details. 
For further information or to receive a copy, 
please contact Mags Waughman via the 
addresses at the end of this newsletter. 

Boltby Scar excavation in progress, showing the three excavation trenches across the line of the 
defences and the surviving Bronze Age burial mound.



INVESTIGATION AT BOLTBY SCAR
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The initial investigation of the Iron Age Promontory Fort at 
Boltby Scar (SE 5060 8563) took place in September 2009 as 
part of the Lime & Ice project. 

Boltby Scar is a very small promontory fort (only 1.16 hectares 
in size) which lies in an important archaeological landscape 
which has produced masses of evidence for the activities of 
our prehistoric ancestors. There is a second (much larger – 
actually the largest in the north of England) promontory fort at 
Roulston Scar, 4 km to the south, apparently linked to Boltby 
by the construction of a linear earthwork boundary known 
as the Cleave Dyke, as well as large numbers of earlier burial 
monuments (round 
barrows) from the 
Bronze Age. 

Promontory forts 
are a type of hillfort 
in which strong 
natural features 
– particularly 
promontories of 
higher ground – 
are adapted for 
defence by the 
construction of 
earth or stone 
ramparts and 
ditches to cut 
them off from 
the surrounding 
landscape. In the 
case of Boltby Scar, this has been built where a westwards 
bulge in the edge of the Hambleton Hills escarpment coincides 
with an area of higher ground. It was cut off by a single ditch 
(originally up to c.1.6m deep) with an internal turf and earth 
rampart c.4.3m wide at the base.

The excavation, directed by Professor Dominic Powlesland 
of the Landscape Research Centre, quickly proved that the 
defences of the fort had been badly damaged, and in large 
areas completely truncated, when the surrounding area of 
moorland was brought into cultivation in 1961. Although the 
remains at the escarpment edge survived, this resulted in the 
above ground remains of just over half the area of the fort 
being deliberately levelled. In some areas it seems likely that the 
previous ground surface within the fort was reduced by as much 
as 25cms although – remarkably – adjacent to the surviving 
round barrow mound within the monument a small area of the 
base of the turf rampart and interior surfaces survived.

The upper half of the fort ditch was found to be filled with 
a gradually desiccating sequence of very rich environmental 
deposits which are now known, from analysis and radiocarbon 
dating, to span the period from the 6th century AD until the 
present day. This information indicates that peat formation / 
heathland development did not start to occur on the western 

edge of the Hambleton Hills until the 6th century AD, much 
later than previously thought. Before this time, back to when the 
ditch was first cut, the environmental evidence suggests that the 
area was predominantly open pasture with little tree cover. This 
was replaced by heathland from the 6th century AD which is 
thought to have developed due to soil deterioration, producing 
a more acidic environment. The most recent phase indicates 
a return to grassland. The level of environmental preservation 
and survival encountered within the ditch deposits was quite 
unanticipated, but the rapid rate at which the organic fills in 
the top of the ditch decayed on exposure to the atmosphere 

emphasized 
the fragility of 
environmental 
archaeological 
evidence in the 
context of climate 
change.

Despite the 
survival of such 
good environmental 
evidence in the 
upper fill of the ditch, 
the number of finds 
recovered from the 
ditch sections was 
negligible. Finds of 
pottery were limited 
to three insubstantial 
sherds which, 

although characteristic of the Late Bronze / Early Iron Age, have 
none of the distinguishing features that confirm or enhance this 
provisional dating. 

The excavation was largely carried out by volunteers under 
professional supervision and although the excavation attracted 
fewer volunteers than was expected, the volunteers who did 
attend became completely hooked on the experience and many 
stayed for most of the dig, despite only having signed up initially 
for 2-3 days.

It is hoped that a second phase of excavation will be possible 
in 2011, both to further investigate the fort at Boltby Scar but 
also to attempt to relate it to the surrounding landscape, namely 
the second fort at Roulston Scar as well as the Cleave Dyke.

The Lime & Ice project is concerned with the important 
limestone geology, and the impact of glaciation, on the south-
western area of the North York Moors National Park and the 
northern part of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).  It is seeking to involve local communi-
ties and visitors in celebrating the distinctive landscape heritage 
of the area by creating opportunities for access and enjoyment. 
The project is led by the National Park Authority, in partnership 
with the Howardian Hills AONB, English Heritage, the Forestry 
Commission, Natural England and the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Ditch section showing the richly organic deposits (looking like layers of chocolate) in the upper fill of the 
ditch, covered with spoil from when the site was bulldozed in 1961.
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 NEW: THE MONUMENT MANAGEMENT SCHEME

2009 has seen the start of a new scheme, set up 
in partnership between the North York Moors 
National Park Authority and English Heritage, 
to improve the management of Scheduled 
Monuments (nationally important archaeological 
sites) within the National Park. This is being 
accomplished by providing practical assistance 
to landowners to help control a wide range of 
management problems, including bracken and 
scrub growth, animal burrows and other forms of 
erosion.

About 42% (371) of the National Park’s 839 
Scheduled Monuments were indicated to be at 
high or medium risk in English Heritage’s Heritage 
at Risk statistics released in 2009. Although the 
percentage of sites At Risk seems to be quite large, 
the risk status for many sites is high simply because 
they have not been formally inspected in recent 
years, a matter complicated by the sheer number 
of sites within the National Park – nearly a third of 
all Scheduled Monuments within the Yorkshire and 
Humber Region lie within the North York Moors.

Initial work has included a series of bracken 
control agreements with the National Trust and 
Forestry Commission. Ongoing work includes 
commissioning archaeological consultants to make 
site visits to draw up management plans for further 
monuments and, more specifically, to prepare 
for the re-erection of the fallen Wade’s Standing 
Stone at East Barnby. Current phases of the 
Scheme include the conclusion of management 
agreements with landowners, together with the 
carrying out of ground works this summer.

The National Park’s Archaeology Volunteers 
group have been playing their part in this process 
by monitoring and recording the current condition 
of monuments, after training last year to recognise 
and record potential threats. So far they have 
visited 224 monuments and reports on a further 43 
are awaited.

As a result of the above work, the provisional 
percentage of Scheduled Monuments At Risk has 
been reduced to about 39% (333 sites at High or 
medium risk) as of 31 March 2010.

In addition to the Monument Management 
Scheme, 135 Scheduled Monuments have been 
included in new Environmental Stewardship 
Higher Level Scheme (HLS) agreements and a 
proportion of these will benefit from improved 
management under the scheme.

Swarth Howe Bronze Age burial mound overgrown with gorse

Bronze Age burial mound on Stony Moor completely overgrown with bracken (the 
roots of which disturb the archaeological layers)



4

A second Lime & Ice project underway in the last year 
has been to make the current informal access to Hood 
Hill less damaging to the archaeological remains on 
its summit. Hood Hill (SE 5038 8141) is a geological 
outlier just to the west of Roulston Scar, the home of the 
Yorkshire Gliding Club and site of the largest Iron Age 
promontory fort in the north of England.

Hood Castle, on the top of Hood Hill, is an early 
Medieval Motte which is legally protected as a 
monument of national importance. It is not clear 
whether the site was ever separated into a Motte and 
Bailey since the top of the hill is relatively small. The 
castle is thought to have been built between c.AD1086–
1106 and documents reveal that a licence to reinforce 
the site with a ditch and stone wall was granted in 1264. 
However, traces of stone walls are no longer visible and 
the castle survives as a series of steep slopes, banks and 
ditches. The castle is last mentioned in documents in 
1322.

The recent project involved surfacing the line of 
the path across the site, reinforced on the steeper 
slopes with steps created from stone pitching. Prior 
to this work commencing, the Forestry Commission 
thinned out trees growing across the site to improve 
the management. Work on the path was carried out in 
November 2009. A helicopter airlift was required to lift 
the heavy bags of path materials into position onto and 
along the hill-top.

It is intended that, at a later stage in this project, 
improved interpretation for Hood Castle will be 
provided at a point on the Cleveland Way on Roulston 
Scar just opposite the hill, from where the site is best 
appreciated. There is no intention to promote the castle 
as a visitor attraction but rather to retain it as a place of 
quiet enjoyment for those able to find their way there 
– it is accessible via a 8.25 km circular walk from the 
National Park Visitor Centre at Sutton Bank, descending 
via Thieves Highway and returning by way of the White 
Horse.

The existing walk from the National Park Centre to 
the White Horse and beyond, through the remains of 
the large Iron Age promontory fort at Roulston Scar, has 
also been extended thanks to the Yorkshire Gliding Club.  
They have provided additional permissive public access 
around the eastern side of the fort to allow a circular 
walk to encompass more of the monument, following 
the line of the eastern defences above Boar’s Gill. New 
waymark signs are due to be erected in the near future. 
Scrub control and bracken management at the site has 
also been carried out by the Forestry Commission in 
partnership with the National Park Authority.

From top: 
– Airlift at Hood Hill
– Path across castle mound
– Pitched path down northern slope of motte

HOOD HILL CASTLE AND ROULSTON SCAR



FIELDWORK ON FYLINGDALES MOOR
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UPDATE  The John Collier / Helmsley Archive Project
The original John Collier photographic collection (some 3250 images, of which about 1350 have been scanned and 
digitised) has been extended by a further 1000 images donated by Helmsley residents. Consequently, the collection is 
now referred to as the Helmsley Archive.  Meetings are held every few weeks in Helmsley Town Hall when local residents 
bring their photographs for scanning and provide invaluable information about other images in the collection, such as 
names, dates, locations and interesting anecdotal detail.  All this information is then recorded and linked to the relevant 
image.  The collection is growing rapidly as word spreads and more people want to contribute and be involved.  As part of 
the project, oral histories are being recorded and this information is also being linked to the images in the collection.  

Prints of images from the collection have been used for several displays during the last year.  In July 2009 a display 
entitled ‘Helmsley Festivities’ was held at Helmsley Arts Centre as part of the Ryedale Festival. This featured plays, 
pageants, coronations and jubilee celebrations from 1897 to the 1970s. This proved so successful that many visitors 

returned several times bringing 
different friends and relatives on each 
occasion.  In December 2009 a display 
of prints entitled ‘Rural Life’ was held 
in Helmsley Town Hall.  This event 
was equally popular despite the poor 
weather.  

Two further displays are 
planned at Helmsley Arts Centre: 
in July 2010 there will be a display, 
again as part of the Ryedale 
Festival, entitled ‘Ryedale Journeys’ 
and in February 2011 there will be a 
display featuring many of the school 
photographs in the archive, most of 
which are now fully named.

The Helmsley Archive project continues to expand as new images and information are added and all this work is 
contributing significantly to our knowledge of the history of Helmsley during the last century.  None of this would have 
been possible without the continuing support and commitment of Helmsley Town Council and the North York Moors 
National Park Authority, and the enthusiasm of all the Helmsley residents involved.

JEN HARRIS, HELMSLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Helmsley Market Place

Following the wildfire in September 2003 a full walk-over 
survey of the fire site on Fylingdales Moor was undertaken. 
The project was reported in an illustrated booklet Fylingdales: 
Wildfire and Archaeology, produced by the North York Moors 
National Park Authority in conjunction with an exhibition 
mounted by Whitby Museum in 2007. The project was also 
reported in Current Archaeology (December 2008). 

The survey recovered a large amount of information about 
the many archaeological sites surviving on the moor and 
since that time Blaise Vyner, supported entirely by a volun-
teer workforce and some grant aid from the National Park 
Authority, has been conducting a programme of fieldwork 
intended to recover some of the detail of the various sites 
revealed. This summer, with the permission of the landowner 
and Natural England, a fourth short season of fieldwork will 
be carried out.

Fieldwork has so far focused on the many small cairns, 

usually interpreted as ‘clearance cairns’, which have arisen 
from continuing agriculture in areas of degrading soils. On 
the North York Moors this activity is usually suggested to be 
of Middle Bronze Age date. The excavation of some six small 
cairns now suggests that their date of construction, and their 
function, varies considerably. Some cairns are indeed likely to 
be clearance cairns – constructed variously as simple heaps 
of rubble or, more carefully, with neat kerbs, these cairns 
rarely contain any artefacts. 

In 2009 a small quantity of charcoal from beneath one 
cairn produced a radiocarbon date of around 1300 BC, in the 
Middle Bronze Age. By comparison two other stony cairns 
were found to contain small quantities of flint artefacts of 
Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age type, made and used 
over 1,000 years earlier. These cairns are more likely to be 
associated with funerary or other ritual activities which the 
larger burial cairns indicate took place on the moor. 

A neatly constructed  ‘clearance cairn’  under 
excavation on Stoupe Brow Moor, Fylingdales



ART OF THE ANCESTORS
Few people probably realise that within the North York Moors 
National Park, surviving hidden away on remote areas of 
moorland, are rock outcrops and boulders into which our 
prehistoric ancestors carved a range of abstract symbols 
between about 4,000 to 6,000 years ago.

The carvings, created by ‘pecking’ hollows and lines with 
a hard, pointed stone or flint tool, are most commonly in the 
form of ‘cup-marks’, hollows created in the rock about 3-5cm 
across. These are sometimes surrounded by series of rings 
(‘cup and ring marks’), but other symbols also occur.

The true significance of these carvings has been lost 
and will probably never be known but their concentrations 
suggest that some may have been more important to their 
creators than others. It has been suggested that they may 
mark routes through the landscape or in some way impart 
information to those who pass by them, but their use – from 
what we can see – does seem to vary with time, since they 
are being produced over a period of about two thousand 
years.

Survey and Monitoring
Numerous examples of rock art were exposed on Fylingdales 
Moor by the wildfire back in 2003 which removed their 
coverings of vegetation and these are still the subject of 
ongoing research and management. A number of the rocks 
were damaged by the intense heat of the fire and a project 
is currently underway to assess whether their condition is 
continuing to deteriorate, particularly after the severity of the 
last winter.

Extremes of heat can cause rock to expand, which in turn 
can lead to the cracking and loss (spalling) of pieces of stone. 
In addition, moisture can be absorbed which, due to freeze 
/ thaw action during winter, can cause further cracking and 
spalling.

As part of the project developed subsequent to the 2003 
fire, a way-marked trail has been laid out on Stoup Brow 

Moor with the purpose of presenting and interpreting a 
selection of the sites that were revealed. This includes two 
of the carved rocks and leaflets for this are available to 
download from the Hawk and Owl Trust website (www.
hawkandowl.org/Fylingdales/VisitorInfo/Archaeology).

“Numerous examples of rock art were exposed on Fylingdales Moor by 
the wildfire back in 2003 which removed their coverings of vegetation”

OUTREACH AND UPDATES:
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The open day at Cawthorn Roman Camps on Sunday 2nd 
August was a major success, attracting – it is thought – over 
500 people and getting good coverage on the local television 
evening news. The focus of attention was the presence of roman 
re-enactors providing a living encampment and military displays.  
English Heritage staff from the air photographs unit at York were 
also present, providing information about archaeological sites 
and aerial photography.

The fourth in the series of 
was held on Sunday 11th October at the Helmsley Arts Centre, 
covering – on this occasion – a range of papers on Neolithic and 
Bronze Age archaeology in honour of Terry Manby, one of the 
regional stalwarts of prehistoric archaeology. The event was so 
popular that all the tickets sold out well in advance of the day. 

The Archaeology team has continued to give talks and lead 
guided walks to local societies and history / archaeology groups, 
as requested.

Left – Legio VIII Augusta in action at Cawthorn.

1

1a



“Numerous examples of rock art were exposed on Fylingdales Moor by 
the wildfire back in 2003 which removed their coverings of vegetation”

Figures 1 & 2 – Examples of prehistoric carved rocks
Figure 1a – Detail of Stone 1 showing the weathered surface with its ‘cups’ and 
faint ‘rings’.
Figure 3 – Visibility of these carvings can be very dependant on good lighting 
conditions. Can you see the four cup and ring marks on this example? There 
are two in the centre and then one each side. The left-hand example is 
particularly faint.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Recent publications on the rock art of the National 
Park include: Prehistoric Rock Art in the North 
York Moors by Paul Brown and Graeme Chappell 
(Tempus 2005), Rock Art and Ritual: Interpreting the 
Prehistoric Landscapes of the North York Moors by 
Brian Smith and Alan Walker (Tempus 2008), and 
Fylingdales Fire Site: Archaeological Revelations 
by Graham Lee in Carving a Future for British Rock 
Art: New Directions for Research, Management 
and Presentation by Tertia Barnett and Kate Sharpe 
(editors, Oxbow 2010).

The Rock Art Code
Should you choose to visit some of the carved rocks within the National 
Park, please take care to follow the Rock Art Code, in particular:

Always:
•  leave the carved rocks and other archaeological features as you find 

them

•  seek permission to visit sites that are not on publicly accessible land 
from the relevant owner or manager

• respect the environment and follow the Countryside Code

Never:
•  remove turf from buried rock art panels (the freshly exposed surface 

will be especially vulnerable to erosion)

•  remove lichen from rock art panels (you may remove part of the rock 
surface and the tiny root fissures left behind will fill with water and be 
susceptible to freeze-thaw erosion, weakening the surface of the rock)

• attempt to remove graffiti, chalk, or any anything else on the rock

• use any substances, brushes or tools to ‘clean’ rock surfaces

•  add chalk or enhance the carvings using any other substance (this 
may interfere with accurate dating of the surface)

•  undertake any recording that involves direct contact with the surface 
(e.g. wax rubbing)

• scratch your name or messages on or close to the carved panels

• walk or drive over carved panels

• make fires close to rock carvings or anywhere on the moorland

• light candles on the carved panels

• use sticky tape or other adhesives on the rocks

More information for visitors, researchers, land owners and land 
managers is available on the English Rock Art website at http://
archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/era

The fourth in the series of Historic Environment day-schools 
was held on Sunday 11th October at the Helmsley Arts Centre, 
covering – on this occasion – a range of papers on Neolithic and 
Bronze Age archaeology in honour of Terry Manby, one of the 
regional stalwarts of prehistoric archaeology. The event was so 
popular that all the tickets sold out well in advance of the day. 

The Archaeology team has continued to give talks and lead 
guided walks to local societies and history / archaeology groups, 
as requested.

2 3



NATIONAL MAPPING PROGRAMME PROJECT
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This new project will involve the interpretation and mapping of archaeological features from aerial photographs for 
approximately a quarter of the North York Moors National Park. The three study blocks each include upland and lower lying 
ground, targeted at areas likely to produce the greatest amounts of new information.

The project will be carried out by Archaeological Research Services Ltd and enable the Historic Environment Record (HER) 
to be up-dated and the condition of sites within the areas assessed to be monitored. The main project design is now in 
production with a proposed start date of June 2010.

The National Park has been subject to regular reconnaissance and archaeological aerial photography since the 1970s, but 
it is now over 20 years since any systematic work has been carried out on mapping, interpreting or indexing the available 
air photographs. This has created a large backlog of aerial photographs which require study, indexing and their data 
incorporating into the HER so that it is available for the management, protection and presentation / interpretation of the 
historic environment of the National Park.

Site of the 2003 Fylingdales 
Moor fire visible on 2009 aerial 
photographs commissioned from 
GeoPerspectives by the National 
Park Authority and currently 
available to view via Google 
maps. The southern edge of the 
fire is clearly visible running lower 
left to centre right. The former 
alum quarries at Stoupe Brow and 
Peak are visible top centre and 
upper right centre respectively.

Detail from the Stoupe Brow 
area of Fylingdales Moor from 
the 2009 aerial photographs 
commissioned from 
GeoPerspectives, showing part of 
the complex of water collection 
leats (running centre right to 
upper left) and a former reservoir 
(upper left) for the alum industry, 
together with the faint, roughly 
rectangular outlines (lower 
centre right) of at least 5 small 
ditched platforms, the function 
and date of which have yet to be 
determined.

Photos © GeoPerspectives 2009. All rights 
reserved. Unauthorised reproduction may 
lead to criminal prosecution or civil claims 
for damages. For information purposes only. 
No part of this data may be reproduced



THIS EXPLOITED LAND
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This Exploited Land is a project theme which the North York 
Moors National Park Authority has been developing, focused 
on the archaeological remains from the production of 
alum, iron, jet and stone within the National Park and along 
the Heritage Coast. These industries are key components 
both of the area’s industrial past and of its sense of place 
which helped to 
shape the North 
York Moors, both in 
terms of landscapes 
and communities. 
Indeed the ironstone 
industry influenced 
the beginnings of 
the iron and steel 
industries on the 
River Tees, leading to 
the development of 
Middlesbrough and 
Teesside. 

By combining 
a range of 
projects relating 
to the industrial 
archaeology of the 
moors and coast, 
This Exploited Land 
will provide an 
opportunity to 
involve local people 
in their heritage – to help benefit the communities they 
spawned; to engender a sense of pride in these shared roots; 
to share this heritage with wider audiences; to conserve the 
archaeological remains and to provide opportunities for their 
enjoyment and appreciation so they will be cared for in the 
future.

Parts of the resource are currently endangered and some 
require relatively urgent consolidation or conservation 
but most only require management, recording and 

interpretation to increase public awareness and bring these 
assets to life. Many provide a valuable opportunity to forge 
links between people living within the communities based 
on the old industrial settlements, people living in the urban 
areas surrounding the National Park and visitors who come 
to explore the region’s heritage. 

A range 
of ideas are 
currently being 
discussed 
(including 
conservation 
of, improving 
access to and 
interpretation 
of one of the 
ironstone mining 
complexes, 
and two virtual 
reality projects 
– one about 
the Rosedale 
Railway and the 
other about the 
northern coast 
of the National 
Park from 
Skinningrove 
to Sandsend 

with its range of 
industries, harbours and railway) but we would particularly 
like to hear from heritage and community groups who 
have ideas and proposals about the conservation and 
presentation of their own local industrial heritage which 
can be developed in partnership with the National Park 
Authority.

Background reading on the industries of the National Park 
can be found in the Historical Atlas of North Yorkshire, edited 
by Robin Butlin, published by Westbury Publishing in 2003.

NOTES Newgate Bank Alum Works
The alum works at Newgate Bank (north-east edge of Guisborough Forest) was worked in three short bursts – in 
the early 17th, late 18th and finally in the mid to late 19th century. Remains were thought principally to comprise 
a large quarry, the southern extent of which has been mostly infilled with spoil from an adjacent ironstone mine 
via an inclined tramway. A visit to the site in Spring 2009 by a local industrial archaeologist, however, recognised 
that remains of the open pits used for steeping the roasted alum shale survived below the line of the Cleveland 
Way. These were recognised because their stone remains had been exposed by motor-cycle scrambling but, after 
discussion and with positive support from the Guisborough and District Motor Cycle Club who lease the site, the 
remains have now been fenced off for their protection and preservation. This work was carried out by the North 
York Moors National Park Authority’s Modern Apprentices.

 Ironstone calcining kilns at Bank Top, Rosedale



RECONSTRUCTION WORKS AT LOW MILL

The North York Moors National Park Authority has completed 
works to reconstruct the river wall at Low Mill Farm, Chop 
Gate.  The wall protects the important Grade II listed watermill 
(SE 5715 9534) which occupies the west bank of the River 
Seph, as well as the adjacent bridge over the river which is 
part of a public footpath.  

Low Mill was re-built in the eighteenth century to mill 
wheat grown in the surrounding area. The Mill is especially 
important because it retains eighteenth and nineteenth-
century timber and iron machinery that remain in workable 
order, following a major restoration in the 1970s by Mr Edward 
Garbutt and Mr Tom Harrison.  

The Mill’s owners have maintained it for many years and 
made it accessible to interested visitors, but over time the 
river wall has been eroded by the fast-flowing water. Prior to 
the recent work, the listed sluice walls had partially collapsed 
and been washed away, leaving the Mill itself at risk of 
severe damage and the bridge abutment in danger of being 

undermined. The National Park Authority therefore decided 
to rebuild the river wall to protect the Mill and maintain the 
stability of the public footpath across the bridge.  

The works have been overseen by Structural and Civil 
Consultants of Northallerton and completed to a high 
standard by Traditional Building Services of Nawton.  Much 
of the original stone was reclaimed from the river bed by the 
Authority’s rangers and the contractor, but boulder stone 
excavated from the river bank has also been hand-tooled on 
site to match the original stone so that the wall will quickly 
weather in to complement the Mill.  

The job was particularly challenging because the work 
had to be carried out within the constraints of continually-
fluctuating water levels in the river, necessitating close 
attention to weather forecasts and powered pumps to keep 
the dammed working area dry.  

The exterior of the Mill and the riverbank can be clearly 
seen from the adjacent public footpath. 
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Repaired sluice at Low Mill
Inset – Low Mill prior to works
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  NORTH YORK MOORS, COAST AND HILLS LEADER PROGRAMME
This programme, funded by the European Union and DEFRA, 
and managed by Yorkshire Forward, is intended to address 
the needs identified by local communities in the North York 
Moors, Cleveland Hills, Howardian Hills, the Vale of Pickering 
and along the Heritage Coast from Saltburn to Scalby.

The programme has over £2.6 million to spend on rural 
development projects between 2008 and 2013 around the 
following themes:

• Basic Services for the Economy and Rural Population 
• Village Renewal and Development 
• Encouragement of Tourism Activities 
• Conservation and Upgrading of the Rural Heritage 
Potential projects fitting within these themes are 

encouraged to contact the LEADER programme on 01439 
770657 or email leader@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk.  For 
further information, please see our website – 
 www.moorscoastandhills.org.uk.  

One project in progress, the Mulgrave Community 
Research Project, aims to support local groups and 
individuals from the seven parishes in the Mulgrave ward 
to investigate the area’s wealth of heritage and undertake 
a range of projects to encourage a deeper understanding 
and appreciation of local history and the landscape.  Projects 
will include trying to locate the original site of the Saxon 
church near Staithes, oral history recording and research to 
create a series of local leaflets, trails and walks. Links will also 
be established with three local schools to deliver an annual 
heritage themed project with the support of local historians, 
archaeologists and residents.  Training will be provided for 
participants in the use of specialised equipment, such as for 
geophysical survey, together with traditional investigative 
techniques, like field walking.  Following the two year project, 
it is envisaged that the participants will have developed skills 
suitable for a further series of projects and activities.

LEADER Small Scale Enhancements 
Scheme
In order for LEADER to support lots of smaller scale projects, 
the North York Moors National Park Authority and LEADER 
have jointly developed this scheme which is aimed at 
assisting rural communities to help deliver community 
projects that cost less than £5,000. Project proposals in excess 
of this amount are eligible for a full LEADER bid. The Scheme 
focuses on the following two LEADER themes;

Village renewal and development – aimed at projects 
that enhance the local village environment, help strengthen 
community cohesion or encouragement of community 
activities and village events. 

Conservation and upgrading of the rural heritage –  
aimed at projects that will increase the understanding 

of our working landscape, helping to protect traditional skills 
by raising awareness through interpretation, appreciation 
and maintenance of local heritage and cultural features. 

If your community, Parish Council or local interest group 
has any small-scale village or environmental plans, or plans 
relating to heritage features, then this Scheme may provide 
an opportunity to help implement your ideas. Please contact 
the Small Scale Enhancements Scheme Co-ordinator at the 
North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, 
Bondgate, Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP or email ssescheme@
northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk

For villages which fall outside of the National Park but 
within the LEADER area, Ryedale District Council have started 
to deliver a similar scheme covering their area, and a further 
scheme is planned for delivery by Groundwork North East 
in the East Cleveland area. For small projects within Ryedale 
please contact Emma Woodland on 01653 600666 or e-mail 
emma.woodland@ryedale.gov.uk. 

SSE Scheme Projects
Kildale Tomb Chests
Within the churchyard of St 
Cuthbert’s Church, Kildale, are 
several Listed tomb chests, one 
of which is on the Buildings at 
Risk Register. These structures 
have no economic value and 
therefore finding available 
funds for their repair is often 
very hard, especially for such a 
small parish. This project was completed in February this year 
and amounted to simple repairs using traditional building 
methods. 

History Tree at The Moors National Park Centre
The old copper beech that had stood near the edge of the 
ha-ha to the front of The Moors National Park Centre had to 
be felled in 2007. This iconic tree, some 200 years old, was 
admired by many and the North Yorkshire Moors Association 
have installed a metal plate into the tree stump engraved 
with dates to depict certain events spanning the tree’s 
lifetime. This project will provide a long-term feature for 
the many visitors that visit The Moors National Park Centre, 

particularly for children who 
will be able to take ‘rubbings’ 
of the ‘history tree’ as part of 
their educational visit, as well 
as providing the history of 
the tree and its place in the 
wider environment. 

Kildale Tomb Chests after 
SSE Scheme funded repairs

Stump of the copper beech at The Moors  National Park Centre

Clearance of trough, in search 
of a Saxon coffin, by Mulgrave 

community research project  Trough after clearance



WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
In addition to regular updates on the National Park website, the 
Authority is planning to continue to produce this newsletter about 
the historic environment of the National Park on an annual basis. If 
you would like to receive notification of future updates and newsletter 
production, please email your details to conservation@northyorkmoors-
npa.gov.uk . Alternatively, if you would prefer to receive a paper version 
of the annual newsletter, please e-mail or post your name and address 
to ‘Archaeology Newsletter’, North York Moors National Park Authority, 
The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York,  YO62 5BP.

A grant scheme to fund enhancements to the 
architectural and historic character of the North York 
Moors conservation areas is operated by the National 
Park Authority. Works can either be to the public features, 
for example restoring historic walls, monuments or 
footpaths, or to private properties where the works will 
represent an improvement to the appearance of the 
area. Usually this will involve the reinstatement of lost or 
damaged architectural features, for example windows, 
doors or roofs, rather than works which would be classed 

as like-for-like replacements or repairs. It is desirable for 
works to be based on evidence of original features, such 
as where historic photographs show the original form of 
the building prior to alteration. A recent project has been 
the reinstatement of traditional sash windows to a listed 
property in Staithes, which included the use of manmade 
cylinder glass to replicate the distinctive appearance of the 
original Victorian windows. For further information about 
conservation area enhancement grants please contact the 
Building Conservation Officers (details below).

CONTACTS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSERVATION OFFICERS
Graham Lee  
g.lee@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk
Mags Waughman 
m.waughman@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk

BUILDING CONSERVATION OFFICERS
Edward Freedman  
e.freedman@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk
Beth Davies
b.davies@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk

The North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP.  % 01439 770657.  www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

CONSERVATION ENHANCEMENT GRANTS: Staithes

Before 
and after 
reinstatement 
of traditional 
windows in 
Staithes.




