
A wildlife wander around
Hayburn Wyke

When we walk in the rural landscape, we often 
walk at a brisk pace that it’s so easy to miss 
fascinating features along the route. Slow down 
and you’ll see the rich tapestry of natural delights 
that surround you. 
1  To start your amble, stand facing the  Hayburn Wyke Inn. 

Follow the road to your right for about 10 metres. Take the left 
hand fork which is a track and pass the paddock on your right. 
Go through the large gate, veer left into an open field and head 
towards the gate at the edge of the woods. While walking this 
section, look out for speckled wood butterflies which love open 
glades and hedges framed by dappled sunlight. Once rare in 
North Yorkshire, they can can be seen along here from April to 
October.

2  Make your way into the woods and stop for a moment. Listen 
out for birds such as treecreeper, coal tit and great-spotted 
woodpecker. In springtime, the blackcap arrives and their 
distinctive scratchy and warbling song can be heard until mid-
summer. 

3  Follow the Cleveland Way National Trail up the steps. Rich 
in flora and fauna, this sweeping coastline is a great place for 
marine mammals such as grey seals and even whales. The rock 
pools below attract migratory birds in winter. Oystercatchers 
and curlews arrive from Scandinavia and feed on the rich supply 
of marine invertebrates before returning back in spring.

4  As you walk along the cliff-top path notice the scrub, 
blackthorn and elder trees to your left. Elderberries provide a 
fantastic source of vitamin C for birds such as blackcap prior to 
migration. Two-thirds of their fat content is made up of this fruit. 

5  Keep going until you come to a sensory alleyway of trees, 
broom, bramble and gorse bushes. Smell the coconut scent of 
the gorse flower from spring to summer. Listen out for popping 
broom seeds and enjoy tasty blackberries in autumn. Notice the 
gnarled, ancient oak trees, their growth stunted from battling 
with strong north-easterly winds in winter.

6   Just before the path turns inland rest a while on the perfectly 
placed bench to admire the impressive views. Don’t forget to 
look up to see the passing of northern fulmars. These amazing 
birds glide on stiff wings, effortlessly skirting along the top of 
the cliffs. They leave our shores to spend winter in the Atlantic, 
flying as close as possible to the waves to save energy.

7  Walk under the bridge and turn sharp left up the steps and 
onto the Cinder Track. This was once a popular Victorian railway 
line travelling from Whitby to Scarborough. Passengers threw 
apple cores out of train windows, which have unwittingly 
created a route now bursting with apple trees. 

This corridor of woodland is now a great place for wildlife. The 
linear stretch of habitat provides an unbroken line of feeding, 
breeding and sheltering opportunities, as well as a migrating 
network along which animals can move.  

8  To the left and right of the line the small fields are bordered 
by mixed woodland with tall Scots pine trees. Keep your eyes 
peeled for birds of prey such as soaring common buzzards. 
These large raptors have broad wings and relatively short tails. 
They feed on a wide variety of prey from rabbits to earthworms. 

Keep away from  
the cliff edgeWARNING

© Richard Baines, Yorkshire Coast NatureSpeckled wood

9  In the field to the right of the Cinder Track is a linear pond 
fringed with bulrushes. This is an ideal habitat for dragonflies 
and damselflies. You’ll also see them flying along the track 
seeking out new habitats or food. Keep an eye out for the small 
red male common darters or larger blue southern hawkers. 
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10  Ancient woodland plants grow under the trees 
along the track. Keep your eyes peeled for English 
bluebells in spring. Also notice the old, dead branches, 
which is an ideal habitat for fungi. Dead wood in ash 
tree canopies often hold the strange looking King 
Alfred’s cakes shaped like a black ball.

11  By the white house is a beautiful example of a 
coppiced hazel tree. This woodland management 
technique encouraged regrowth of shoots and cut 
wood was used to make hand tools, fencing or broom 
handles. They also provide a tight dense structure, 
ideal for a nest or insect prey for birds. 

Continue along the track until you see the Hayburn 
Wyke Inn sign and make your way back to the pub.  
 
With thanks to Richard Baines from Yorkshire 
Coast Nature.

Essentials
This circular walk is just under 2 ½ miles long and starts at 
Hayburn Wyke Inn. Park your car in the paddock at the pub.

 
Useful information
Coast Gallery and Tearoom - www.facebook.com/CoastGallery

Bryherstones Inn – www.bryherstones.uk

Flossies Farm Shop and Tea Garden - https://flossiesfarmshop.co.uk

Hayburn Wyke Inn - www.hayburnwykeinn.co.uk

Station Tea Room - https://cloughtonstation.co.uk/tea-room/

Whale watching – www.yorkshirecoastnature.co.uk  
& www.threesister-boatcharter.co.uk

Find more accommodation and pubs in nearby Cloughton.

How to get here from Whitby  
or Scarborough
Bus 
Pick up the 115 bus from Scarborough. Alight 
at The Bryherstones Inn and walk 1/2 mile up 
the road to the Hayburn Wyke Inn sign. Turn 
right and head about 1/4 mile down a steep 
hill  to the pub. From Whitby, catch the X93 to 
Ravenscar and then the 115 bus.

Cycle  
The multi-user Cinder Track (traffic-free former 
railway line) runs from Scarborough to Whitby. 
Follow the signs to the Hayburn Wyke Inn from 
the track.

Car  
Take the A171 from Whitby or Scarborough 
and follow the signs to Cloughton. Turn off at 
Newlands Road next to Cober Hill and follow for 
1½ miles until you see the Hayburn Wyke Inn 
turn-off.


