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 18 February 2016 
 
   
Adoption of Whitby Business Park Design Brief as an Appendix to the Adopted Whitby 

Business Park Area Action Plan 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To present the draft Design Brief  for the Whitby Business Park and recommend that 

the brief goes out to consultation, prior to being adopted as part of the Development 
Plan for the National Park, as an Appendix to the Whitby Business Park Area Action 
Plan (WBPAAP) Adopted in November 2014.  

 
 
2. Introduction 
 
2.1 Members will be aware that an Area Action Plan (AAP) for Whitby Business Park has 

been produced jointly with Scarborough Borough Council and was adopted in 
November 2014. The Plan aims to provide a comprehensive, long term strategy for the 
Business Park which is ‘split’ by the National Park boundary. It allocates 14 hectares of 
land for expansion of the site and proposes improvements to the existing highway 
layout. It also seeks to enhance and improve the existing environment on the site 
which has developed in a piecemeal and uncoordinated manner. The expansion of 
Whitby Business Park is an important step in the provision of serviced employment 
land in the town for the foreseeable future. Whitby is an important service and 
employment centre for rural communities in the National Park and the expansion of 
the Business Park will help to strengthen and diversify Whitby’s economy.  

2.2 Objective 4 of the Action Plan aims to improve the quality of the environment at the 
Business Park and Policy 5 seeks to ensure consistent and high quality design: 

 
Area Action Plan Objective 4 
To improve the quality of the environment at the Business Park and respect its 
setting within the National Park by requiring a high standard of design for all new 
development which includes landscaping to reinforce the network of green 
infrastructure through the site together with good quality signage and street furniture. 

 
 

Policy 5 Design and Appearance 
Consistent and high quality design including measures to minimise energy use will be 
sought for all new development. The scale, height, massing, form and materials of 
new buildings must be compatible with surrounding buildings and with the landscape 
setting of the Business Park and new signage, street furniture and lighting will be 
expected to comply with the specifications and principles set out in further guidance 
to be provided by the local planning authorities. Proposals should ensure that they do 
not harm the historic setting of the town, Whitby Abbey or the setting of the National 
Park. 
 
 
 



 

  
 

 
 
2.3 Within Section 7 of the Action Plan (Environment and Appearance)  it is stated that “a 

key objective for future development is to maintain a consistent approach to the 
frontage development, and intervening development plots, boundary treatments, the 
announcements of entrances, signage, access points and the overall cumulative 
visual impact of the Business Park. This can be achieved by the production of a 
detailed ‘Design Brief’ which will be prepared to supplement this Area Action Plan in 
conjunction with key stakeholders. The Design Brief will also seek to ensure that the 
scale, form and height of any new development on the Business Park does not harm 
the setting of Whitby Abbey or the historic setting of the town itself. The Design Brief 
to be prepared for the site will include guidance on how the layout and design of the 
extended areas, green infrastructure and highway improvements should include 
‘secured by design’ features to minimise the potential for crime and ensure that there 
is a safe and secure environment at the Business Park”. 

 
2.4 The purpose of this report is to present the draft Design Brief to Members and for 

Members to agree that the Draft Brief goes out to public consultation to all those who 
were consulted as part of the AAP . The comments received as a result of the Public 
Consultation will be reported back to Members at a subsequent Committee meeting. 

 
3. Consultation of the Whitby Business Park Design Brief 
 
3.1 At the time of writing this report, the Draft Brief was due to be considered by 

Scarborough Borough Council’s Planning & Development Committee on 21 January 
2016. 

 
3.2 Any comments from that meeting will be reported verbally to Members. Subject to 

Member approval from both Authorities, the Draft Brief will go out to consultation for a 
4 week period. All statutory consultees and anyone who has made previous 
comments on the document will be consulted. 
 

4. Financial and Staffing Implications 
 
4.1 The preparation of the Design Brief has been managed with the existing staff 

resources in the Development Management Team and the consultation process will be 
undertaken primarily by the Policy and Forward Planning Team at Scarborough 
Borough Council. There will be financial costs associated with the consultation 
exercise but these costs will be minimal and will be shared with Scarborough Borough 
Council. 

 
5. Contribution to National Park Management Plan 
 
5.1 Policy B20 of the National Park Management Plan supports economic development 

where it is related to the special qualities of the National Park together with an 
increase in the amount of allocated employment land. The Design Brief, which would 
form part of the AAP is specifically identified as a means to achieve this policy and 
the Publication of the Design Brief therefore represents a significant contribution to 
the aims of the Management Plan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

6. Legal Implications  
 
6.1 The main legal implication arising from this report is the weight to be afforded to the 

Design Brief in making decisions on individual planning applications. Section 54A of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 sets out that planning decisions must be 
made in accordance with the adopted Development Plan, unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise. The WBPAAP forms part of the Development Plan 
and contains Polices within it which require high quality design. The AAP is therefore 
the starting point for considering planning applications at the Business Park, and the 
Design Brief would form an appendix to this.  

 
7. Recommendation 
 
7.1 That Members agree that the Draft Design Brief goes out to consultation for a 4 week 

period, prior to being reported back to Members for agreement to any changes arising 
from that consultation process and subsequent adoption as an Appendix to the Whitby 
Business Park Area Action Plan, as part of the Development Plan for the National 
Park.   

 
 
Contact Officer: 
Hilary Saunders 
Planning Team Leader 
01439 772700 
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