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We’d really like your thoughts… 
We have just started work on our new Local Plan. This will help protect the special qualities of the 
National Park, look to identify the best locations for any new development communities may need and 
set out a suite of planning policies to help us decide planning applications in the future.  

This is the first of several opportunities for you to be involved. At this ‘First Steps’ stage we’d like to 
know what you think about the North York Moors National Park generally - what you value about it, 
what needs improvement, and what you think the key issues are. We’d also like to know what your 
views are on our current planning policies and whether they are working.  

Questions in this document are there to prompt and guide responses on the issues that we think are 
most relevant to the new Local Plan. Please don’t feel you have to answer them all but fill in any of 
relevance to you. Alternatively, if you want to answer more generally or cover other issues then please 
drop us a separate letter or email. The important thing is to tell us what you think – we want to hear 
from as many and as wide a range of people as possible. 
 
Please send your comments to the address at the end of this document by Friday October 14th 2016. 
We may accept late responses but cannot guarantee they will be taken into account. Please let us 
know if this deadline causes you difficulties.  
 
Thank you for your time. 

About this document… 
This document is split into two parts: 

• Part 1 is the ‘Community Aspirations Survey’. This includes ten general questions about 
planning in the National Park and what people’s aspirations are for the future of the place they live 
and work. It is particularly aimed at Parish and Town Councils and Meetings and local residents 
and businesses.  

• Part 2 is a ‘Main Issues Questionnaire’. This includes twenty more specific questions about the 
main issues which the new Local Plan may need to tackle and what people’s views on them may 
be.  It is aimed at everyone, but particularly people with an interest in the specific contents of the 
plan or anyone who uses local plans on a regular basis.  

We are also asking people to let us know about any particular sites that people may want to see 
identified for a particular use, including housing, employment and open space. We need to know as 
much about such sites if they are to be identified, so we have produced two separate forms so that 
people can let us know about them: 

• A Development Opportunities form for any areas of land where sensitively designed new 
development may be able to contribute to the future of the National Park 

• An Open Space form, for any particular areas of open space which communities want to nominate 
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for further protection because of their local value. 

Both forms are available at: www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/   

What are the next steps? 
The purpose of this ‘First Steps’ document is to announce that we are preparing a new Local Plan and 
ask for any views on what the main issues may be. There will be further opportunities to comment on 
the draft plan as it progresses. We will also ask for views on what we consider to be our final plan 
before it is considered at an independent Examination in Public before a Government Inspector. 

A full timetable for the Local Plan is available as part of our ‘Local Development Scheme’ which is on The 
Authority’s website.  Preparing a Local Plan takes around three years which is reflective of the amount of 
research that needs to go into it as well as the need for effective public consultation and the timetable set 
for the Examination. 

The three years can be roughly broken down into four stages: 

 

 

 

We expect the research and initial consultation to be completed by the end of October 2016 

 

 

 

 

We expect the Issues and Options consultation to take place around January 2017 

Stage 3 – Preferred Options consultation  

This stage involves us working up and consulting on a full draft plan, known as the ‘Preferred Options’ 
draft plan. Although not a requirement, we consider that this stage is particularly important as it will be 
the first time we will be asking for views on what we consider is the best strategy and policies for the 
North York Moors National Park. 

We expect the Preferred Options consultation to take place around May 2017 

 

Stage 4 – Testing and finalising the plan 

We will consider all the comments on the Preferred Options plan and produce what we consider our 
final version. This is known as the Publication or Regulation 19 Plan. We will then ask for views again 
so any parties who still wish to see the plan changed can put their case to an independent Government 
Inspector. The plan, together with all comments received will be submitted to Government and testing 

Stage 2 – Issues and Options consultation 

We will use the information gathered in Stage 1 to prepare an ‘Issues and Options’ document which 
will set out the main issues facing the National Park and options for how to tackle them. We will ask 
for your views on this document. 

Stage 1 - Research and initial consultation 

We are in this stage now – we are collecting evidence and commissioning studies to inform the plan 
and asking people what should be in it.  
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of the plan will take place at an Examination in Public. The Inspector will then recommend any changes 
and once we have incorporated these changes we will publish the final adopted plan. 

We anticipate the Publication Plan being available around October 2017, the Examination in Public 
taking place around April 2018 and the final adopted version being published around November 2018. 

Why have we decided to review our planning policies? 

Our current Core Strategy and Development Management Policies document was published in 2008. 
Since then there have been considerable changes in the planning system, including the publication of 
the National Planning Policy Framework in 2012. There have also been significant legislative changes 
including the 2011 Localism Act and the 2016 Housing and Planning Act. We need up to date planning 
policies to accommodate these changes whilst also ensuring that we continue to deliver our two 
National Park statutory purposes to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage of the Park and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of its special 
qualities. The Local Plan needs to take a view on how to balance the pro-growth agenda set out in 
national planning guidance with our statutory purposes which emphasise conservation and 
development restraint. 

Producing a new Local Plan is also a chance to take a step back and look at what has been changing 
in the North York Moors since 2008, whether our policies have been working, and how we can manage 
these change in the future.  
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About you… 
Before you provide us with any thoughts back to us can you please provide us with your details?  

We promise to not pass them on to anyone else. We may aggregate data and publish responses by 
type of respondent, but not by name.  

We’d also like to know whether you wish to be kept informed of progress on our Local Plan and when 
we publish further documents for comment. 

If you do wish to be kept informed please tick here:    

 

How would you like to be contacted in the future? 

By post:                By email:               By telephone:  

 

Title: 

First Name: 

Surname 

Address: 

 

 

Postcode: 

Telephone: 

Email address:  
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Part 1 – The Community Aspirations Survey 
The communities that make up the North York Moors collectively have a great deal of local 
knowledge and experience of living and working in the National Park. We would like to know what 
you think is good about the North York Moors, what could be improved and what your community’s 
needs and aspirations may be for the future.  

If you do not wish to use this form please feel free to use a separate piece of paper or write or 
email us with your answers, however it would be useful if you could indicate which question is 
being answered. For Town and Parish Councils and Meetings we have also included a map of your 
village(s). If there are any areas of land that you would like to see developed or protected as open 
space (see questions 5, 6 and 8 below) please use the maps to indicate these areas.   

If you have any questions please contact us at policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk.  

C1.  What aspects of your town, village or parish are particularly important and valued by 
residents – what makes a good community? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C2.  Are there any features or areas that you would like to see altered or improved? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………….................................  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C3. Would you like to see any small scale new housing development within your 
community? If so what types of housing - for example, open market housing, local 
occupancy housing, affordable housing)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C4.  Would you like to see any other types of development within your community - for 
example, to provide employment or improve facilities for residents or visitors? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C5.  Are there any areas of previously developed land which are currently unused within 
your town or parish?  If so, can you please identify the location and tell us what would your 
preferences be for these areas for the future? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C6.  Are there any other areas of land that you feel ought to be considered for new 
development? If so, can you please identify the location and tell us what your preferences 
would be for these areas for the future? We have also produced a separate ‘Development 
Opportunities’ form should you wish to go into more detail. This can be found on our 
website at: <www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/> 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C7. Do you have any comments about appropriate uses for any redundant farm buildings 
outside your main town or village? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C8. Are there any particular areas of open space in your area which you value because 
they are important due to their cultural, wildlife or recreational value or because they off a 
peaceful place to go, and which you think need further protection? If there are, please let us 
know where they are and provide details using our ‘Open Space Nomination Form’ which 
should have been sent with this questionnaire. The more you can tell us the better. Copies 
are also available on our website or please ask for one using the details below. 

 

Location…..………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reason……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C9.  Do you have any comments about existing planning policies for the National Park in 
the North York Moors Core Strategy and Development Policies document, or how we use 
them? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/planning/framework/Adopted-Core-Strategy-and-Development-Policies.pdf
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C10.  Are there any other issues that affect your community that you would like to be 
considered in the preparation of the new Local Plan? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please return this form to policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk  or to the Planning Policy Team, 
North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, YO62 
5BP. 

If you want to provide any views on the main issues for the new Local Plan please continue to Part 
2 of this form – the Main Issues Questionnaire.

  

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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PART 2 – MAIN ISSUES 
We have prepared the following questions to focus on what we think are the key issues for the new 
Local Plan. Please do not feel restricted to answering these questions - we welcome views on any 
aspects of the forthcoming plan.  

What should be in the new Local Plan? 
Some principles 
We are aiming to produce a concise and easily understood plan which is underpinned by sound 
evidence. The Local Plan will set out what makes the North York Moors special and will aim to 
increase people’s understanding of the National Park and the challenges it faces. 

Our starting point will be that: 

• It will fulfil our statutory functions as a National Park Authority (under S65 of the 1995 
Environmental Act) to ‘conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage…and promote understanding and enjoyment of the ‘special qualities’ of the North 
York Moors National Park. We also have a duty under the Act that in pursuing these two 
purposes we ‘seek to foster the economic and social wellbeing of local communities’.  In 
practice this means that the plan will take a landscape and heritage driven approach to the 
management of new development in the North York Moors, and look to cater for local needs 
within these overriding constraints; 

• It will promote sustainable forms of development and its contribution to this goal will be 
tested as we develop options through what known as sustainability appraisal. We have  a 
legal duty (under Section 39 of the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act) to prepare 
plans that contribute towards more sustainable forms of development; 

• It will work towards the management and mitigation of climate change. At the 2015 Paris 
Climate Change summit 190 countries agreed to work towards reducing global temperature 
to less than two degrees centigrade above pre-industrial levels. The agreement that “parties 
should take action to conserve and enhance as appropriate, sinks and reservoirs of 
greenhouse gases…including forests” is particularly relevant to a predominately natural area 
such as the North York Moors National Park.  

It will be underpinned by strategy and policy from our 2012 Management Plan (as reviewed). This 
means that it will reflect the layout of this plan and will be rooted around the special qualities of the 
North York Moors as agreed and set out in this plan. Fourteen particular characteristics have been 
identified that make the North York Moors unique, focussing on its distinctive landscapes, habitats, 
villages, tranquillity and strong sense of history and culture.  

M1. Do you agree with these principles? Have we missed anything? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Finally, our plan will need to take account of a raft of other plans and policies. A full list of relevant 
plans and policies is included in our ‘Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report’. We think that the 
most influential are: 

• The North York Moors Management Plan. This is an overarching document setting 
out a clear plan of action for all activities related to the National Park.  

• The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and accompanying guidance.  
The NPPF is the main expression of Central Government’s planning policies and 
what it expects local planning authorities to include in their plans.  

• European Directives on habitats and sustainable development, as translated into 
national legislation.  

• English National Parks and the Broads – UK Government Vision and Circular 
(DEFRA, 2010). The Circular is the main government policy document specifically 
relating to National Parks;  

• ‘Fixing the Foundations- Creating a More Prosperous Nation’, HM Treasury, July 
2015 and ‘Towards a one nation economy: A 10-point plan for boosting productivity in 
rural areas’, DEFRA 2015.  

• The draft North Yorkshire and East Riding Spatial Plan (and Strategic Economic 
Plan). The Plan is a non-statutory planning framework which seeks to co-ordinate 
plans and planning/investment decision in the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding 
area.  

• Local Plans in adjoining areas. We are also legally required under a ‘duty to Co-
operate’ to make sure we look at how the effects of our plan will relate to 
neighbouring areas and vice versa.  

M2. Are there any other policies and programmes that you feel are particularly relevant to 
our new Local Plan? If so, which aspects do you consider the most important? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/454866/10-point-plan-rural-productivity-pb14335.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/454866/10-point-plan-rural-productivity-pb14335.pdf
file://northyorkmoors.org.uk/files/shared/Planning/POLICY/Local%20Plan%20(New)/SA%20and%20HRA/Towards%20a%20one%20nation%20economy:%20A%2010-point%20plan%20for%20boosting%20productivity%20in%20rural%20areas
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Vision and Objectives 
Every good plan should tell a story, a story of where we are now, where we are going and how we 
will get there. In doing so it should justify its strategy and policies. 

The new Local Plan will articulate ‘where we are going’ by setting out an overall vision and set of 
objectives for how we would like to see the National Park in the year 2035. The vision and 
objectives will help shape the format and structure of our plan. Our current set of objectives is 
included in Chapter 4 of our 2008 Core Strategy and Development Management Policies 
document. 

Our goal is for the vision and objectives to truly reflect, and be very specific to the North York 
Moors area, rather than be generic and able to apply anywhere. 

Our initial thoughts are that they should: 

• Have a sustainable development message – if we look after the natural environment it will look 
after us and we should aim to pass on the North York Moors to future generations in an even 
better state than it is now. 

• Recognise that as well as being a beautiful and tranquil place, the National Park has an 
economic and social value for everyone. In technical terms this is known as ‘ecosystem 
services’ or the recognition that environmental resources actively contribute to social and 
economic wealth. In other words, the North York Moors is not just a static landscape or series 
of views, but is a working area whose resources contribute to people’s physical and mental 
wellbeing, recreation, clean air and water, food supplies and economic livelihoods.     

• Stress what is unique or exceptional about our National Park, in particular, the sense of peace 
and tranquillity it offers and the diversity of stunning landscapes within a small area. 

• Contain the message that we need local communities and businesses to prosper so that the 
next generation will have to opportunity to live, work and look after the North York Moors. 

We would welcome thoughts from anyone on how our vision may articulate how the North York 
Moors ought to be in the year 2035. 

M3. Do you have any suggestions for our vision or objectives, or any priorities you wish 
to see covered? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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What are the most important issues for the 
North York Moors Local Plan? 
The new local plan has a very specific job to do – it will provide the framework for sensitively 
managing development proposals as they come forward. Many of our existing policies may not 
change greatly (for example policies which protect landscape, biodiversity and cultural and built 
heritage) but there will be areas where there is a degree of collective choice and debate over the 
direction we take.  

The following sections set out areas which we think will generate the most discussion. Please let 
us know whether you think we have identified the right areas or whether any have been missed. 
We would also like any initial views around specific issues, and in particular whether our current 
policies have been working or could be made to work more effectively. 

The main areas we have identified are:    

The Environment 
The new Local Plan will be driven by the need to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife 
and cultural heritage of the North York Moors National Park. We are keen that our environmental 
policies are based around and reflect the special qualities that have been identified in our 
Management Plan. This means that any new development must be carefully and sensitively 
considered and designed in a way that recognises its place within a National Park. We intend that 
the Local Plan includes a set of protective policies covering: 

• Protection and enhancement of landscape and trees 
• Valuing and safeguarding our historic built environment  
• Maintaining tranquility 
• Protecting our dark night skies 
• Conserving and enhancing wildlife and biodiversity and geodiversity 
• Maintaining and improving air, water and soil quality  
• Managing flood risk  
• Ensuring a high standard of design in new development.  
• Encouraging appropriate renewable energy deployment  

M4. Do you agree with the topics listed and are there any environmental issues that we 
may have missed? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 



For our use: 
 
 

 
North York Moors Local Plan - First Steps, August 2016.    
    

 14 
 

 

Farming 
Agriculture makes a major contribution to the appearance and character of the North York Moors 
and provides jobs and incomes for many. In 2013 there were 973 large commercial agricultural 
land holdings in the North York Moors and 1,673 holdings overall covering 82,580 hectares or 58% 
of the total National Park area1.  

Over time farming is changing, with a trend to bigger farmsteads or smaller ‘hobby’ farms, changes 
to subsidy regimes and more diversification of farm enterprises to provide new services. This often 
results in a need for new and larger farm buildings or ancillary uses such as tourist accommodation 
or farm shops.  

Alongside these pressures for change is the need to protect the landscape and other special 
qualities of the National Park. We are interested to hear any views on what policies may be needed 
to manage this change and the extent to which policies should restrict or encourage new 
development. Our current approach is contained in DP12 and DP13 of the 2008 Core Strategy and 
Development Management Policies document. Specific issues to think about for the new Local 
Plan include: 

• Our stance on new farm buildings (particularly large shed type developments); 
• Whether any new agricultural workers dwellings and new buildings should be within the 

existing steading; 
• Our approach to the conversion of farm buildings into housing, holiday accommodation or 

retail use; 
• Whether we need a policy on ‘starter farms’; 
• Our approach to the situation where traditional farms have ‘outgrown’ villages and are 

looking to relocate. 
 

M5. Are our current policies on managing agricultural change sufficient or do you have 
any views on whether they need to be made more flexible or responsive to certain 
circumstances? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Spatial Strategy 
The spatial strategy sets out the level and type of development that is considered appropriate for 
different places. Its aim is to encourage more sustainable living and working patterns by reducing 
unnecessary travel and to avoid sporadic development in the open countryside and hamlets. The 
current settlement hierarchy for the North York Moors (on page 28 of the Core Strategy) divides 
the area into five ‘tiers’ or categories. The five tiers are: 

                                                
1 Department of Environment and Rural Affairs EU Farm Survey 2013. 
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• Local Service Centre (Helmsley) 

• Service Villages - seven settlements (Ampleforth, Easington, Thornton-le-Dale, Scalby, 
Sleights, West and East Ayton and part of Guisborough) near the edge of the Park which 
have good services and public transport links to a service centre.  

• Local Service Villages - six villages (Fylingthorpe, Osmotherley, Lythe, Staithes, Swainby 
and Hinderwell) which have fewer facilities but fulfil an important service function to the 
local community.  

• Other villages - the majority of villages in the National Park where there are limited or no 
facilities 

• Open countryside - areas with no development, sporadic development or isolated 
buildings. 

We will be reviewing the spatial strategy for the new Local Plan, including looking at whether we 
still need a settlement hierarchy and if so how it should be generated. To help us, any views on the 
following questions would be useful: 

M6. Do we still need a settlement hierarchy (and if not, do you have any alternative means 
of directing new development)?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

M7. Are there any particular issues or anomalies apparent with our current settlement 
hierarchy?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

M8. Do you have any thoughts on how we should generate a new settlement hierarchy – 
which services or facilities are most important and are there any other characteristics of 
villages (or groups of villages) we should look at? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Infill Sites 

Another issue relating to settlement hierarchy is our approach to ‘infill sites’. The Authority’s current 
definition of an infill site is ‘a small gap within a continuously built up frontage within the main built-
up area of the settlement, which can accommodate no more than one dwelling.’ Our current policy 
states that infill is acceptable in the main built up area of Helmsley and the Service Villages for 
market and affordable housing and is acceptable for local needs (occupancy) housing within the 
main built up area of smaller Local Service or Other villages.  

M9. Do you have any views on whether infill sites should be defined differently (and if so, 
how), or on how the policy applies to different places within the current settlement 
hierarchy? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Housing 
How much? 

The 2011 census recorded a population living in the North York Moors National Park of 23,380, 
within 10,342 households. It is an old and ageing population - around 25% of people in the 
National Park are aged less than 30 compared with 37-38% within the region and across England, 
and 37% of people are aged 60 or more compared with 23% regionally and nationally.   

Our starting point when it comes to planning for housing is Government policy, as set out in the 
2010 Circular ‘English National Parks and the Broads’2. This states that “the Parks are not suitable 
locations for unrestricted housing” and that the expectation is that new housing will be focused on 
meeting affordable housing requirement, supporting local employment opportunities and key 
services” (paragraph 78). 

We are expected to set our own housing target for the North York Moors within the new Local Plan. 
We do this by establishing the need for housing through a technical study known as a Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). We then identify sites to accommodate the identified need 
unless it conflicts with the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and 
cultural heritage of the National Park. Our four local authorities (Hambleton, Ryedale, Redcar and 
Cleveland and Scarborough) will also meet need from the National Park area in housing schemes 
within their boundaries.  

                                                
2 Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, English National Parks and the Broads, UK Government Vision and Circular, 
March 2010. 
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Our SHMA has now been completed and is available in the evidence base pages of the planning 
policy section of our website. The SHMA has projected various population scenarios based on past 
trends and possible policy objectives. Because the North York Moors has been losing population 
(between the 2001 and 2011 censuses there was a drop of 599 people or 2.3% of the population) 
projections based on past trends generate little or no need for new housing. Consequently the 
SHMA also includes an additional scenario which looks at the need for new housing based on the 
same level of population in 2035 as is resident now i.e. no further population decline. This 
concludes that around 29 homes per year would be needed to achieve population stability and fill 
jobs. Around 21 homes of these 29 would need to be affordable.  More homes are needed for the 
same amount of people because households are getting smaller and the figures are picking up 
past trends in second home ownership. 

For context, since we published the Core Strategy in 2008 housing completions have been running 
at around 36 per year (around 34% of which were conversions of existing buildings). 189 homes 
are also already allocated in the Helmsley Local Plan and there are other outstanding permissions 
which have yet to be completed.    

At this stage we do not know what further sites may be available, which will heavily influence our 
overall approach to housing. We are however interested to hear any general views on new housing 
development in the North York Moors and what our main objectives should be when planning for it, 
for example, should we take a restrictive view that focusses on affordable housing and re-using 
brownfield sites or should we allow for some new general housing to stem population decline and 
support local services? 

M10. What are your general views on the amount of new housing that could come forward 
in the North York Moors and what do you think our main objective should be when setting a 
housing target? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Type and size of new housing 

The Local Plan can influence the type and size of new housing. Since 2008 84% of new housing 
built in the North York Moors has been either two or three bedrooms with a fairly even split of each. 
Our SHMA evidence suggests that as households are getting smaller the biggest demand 
(between 40 and 60%) will be for two bedroom units followed by one bedroom units (around 15-
30%).  

Question M11. Do you think we should have a policy on the size of new homes and if so do 
you agree that we should be focussing on smaller houses? Are there any particular types of 
housing that you think are needed?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Tenure and location of new housing 
Our current Core Strategy (Core Policy J) looks to focus new housing in certain locations through 
the application of our settlement hierarchy which is explained above in the spatial strategy section. 
Open market housing (for general, unrestricted sale) is acceptable in Helmsley and the seven 
larger Service Villages provided schemes deliver up to 40% affordable dwellings. Elsewhere 
housing is permitted on small infill sites or as conversions of existing buildings as long as it meets 
a local need. Affordable housing (available with some form of subsidy or discount) is permitted 
within or adjacent to all settlements in appropriate circumstances as an ‘exception’ to policy. 
Finally, development in open countryside is allowed only where it is essential for farming, forestry 
or other essential land management or for conversion of a traditional rural building. 

We are interested to hear any views on whether housing in most villages should be restricted to 
local needs only or whether the focus should be on affordable or open market housing instead.   

M12. Do you have any views on how our current policy focusses on certain places for 
different tenures – market, affordable and local needs – and whether any changes are 
needed? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Affordable housing. 
Since the Core Strategy was adopted in 2008 119 affordable homes have been built, which is 42% 
of all housing completions in the National Park. However, our policy has not been successful in 
delivering affordable housing in the seven Service villages. All affordable housing outside Helmsley 
has come forward on exception sites, meaning that they have been allowed as an exception to 
normal policy on the grounds that they meet an identified local housing need and provide 100% 
affordable dwellings which will remain affordable in perpetuity. 

Historically, affordable housing within the North York Moors has generally been delivered as social 
housing for rent through a housing association, with rural housing enablers working with 
communities and developers to match local need to supply. Recently however, there has been a 
great deal of change in how affordable housing can be funded and delivered. Briefly: 

• The majority of public subsidy is now earmarked for home ownership schemes rather than for 
rent, including ‘Help to Buy shared ownership’ and ‘Rent to Buy’. 

• There is a new push towards Starter Homes which will provide starter homes at 20% less than 
market value on schemes of ten or more units or on brownfield land. The starter homes will be 
counted as affordable units and the occupier will eventually be able to sell at full market rate.  

• A site size threshold of 10 or fewer homes is now set out in government guidance where 
contributions towards affordable homes cannot be sought on site. On schemes of 6-10 units a 
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contribution could be sought but would have to be pooled and spent elsewhere. This does not 
however apply to rural exception sites.  

• The definition of rural exception sites was widened in the National Planning Policy Framework 
in 2012 to allow for mixed schemes where an element of market housing could be included if it 
‘cross-subsidises’ a significant element of affordable housing within the scheme.  

Affordable housing has also been delivered in an increasing range of types and tenures in recent 
years, all of which have different cost implications. The following diagram attempts to show types 
of housing tenures against each other in terms of cost: 

 

Our traditional form of social rent is the most expensive to deliver and is no longer grant funded, 
yet it remains the most affordable option. We need to give thought to whether we continue to seek 
social housing for rent for those most in need (possibly cross-subsidised through market housing) 
or whether we look for other options such as a discount for sale or starter homes which may 
provide more units but be a less affordable option.  

M13. Do you have any views on the type of affordable housing that we should be looking 
to deliver? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

M14. Do you think that we should accept some market housing on rural exception sites to 
help fund affordable housing? If so, in which areas? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Local needs housing 
Under current policies, new housing within the majority of villages (there are 78 villages classed as 
Local Service or Other Villages) is restricted to people who have some form of local connection to 
the local area. Occupants must either have a connection with the local parish as an existing or 
previous resident of at least five years or have a need to live there for practical reasons, for 
example for employment or to care for/receive support from relatives.  Similar policies have been in 
place since 1992, the justification being that limited opportunities for new housing in the National 
Park are used to meet local needs and to avoid new stock becoming second homes (which make 
up 17% of current stock according to the 2011 Census).  

Around 98 new homes with a local occupancy restriction have been delivered since 2008. The 
restriction is in perpetuity, meaning that future occupiers also have to meet the criteria. The 
occupation of local needs housing is monitored on a regular basis.  

We’d like to hear your views on three main issues concerning local occupancy restrictions. The first 
is whether you agree with the overall principle and whether the current approach is felt to be 
working and desirable. The second is whether the current set of criteria and time restrictions are 
appropriate and whether there are arguments for loosening or tightening the criteria. The third 
issue is the ‘cascade’ and what happens when a qualifying occupier within the parish cannot be 
found. At present after a period of time people living in adjoining parishes become eligible and then 
after a further period of time eligibility extends to anyone within the National Park area.         

M15. Should our current policy of restricting some new housing to local occupancy only 
continue? If so, do you have any thoughts on whether current eligibility criteria and the 
‘cascade’ should be modified? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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Other housing issues 
We would also welcome your views on the following issues: 

• Annex accommodation for employees/manager’s dwellings – what should the 
Authority’s approach be to requests for such dwellings in different locations? 

• Does existing policy need strengthening regarding the creation of separate dwellings or 
annex blocks in gardens (Development Policy 19)? 

• Does the current policy on house extensions (Development Policy19) needs amending. 
Should extensions be limited to meeting need only such as a growing household?  

• How do we approach conversions of historic buildings to residential use? How much of 
the original building should be retained? Where are they acceptable?  

M16. Do you have any other views on housing issues that you would like to see 
addressed, or are there any omissions or gaps in our current policies that need to be 
looked at? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Employment and Tourism 
The 2011 census showed that there were 11,478 people in employment3 in the National Park, an 
increase of 1% since the previous census. The biggest sectors were retail, health, agriculture and 
tourism. In 2014 there were 11.27 million visitor days spent in the Park, with visitors spending 
around £582 million while here.  

These are significant figures and indicate that a careful balance has to be struck between the 
benefits that jobs and tourism bring to people who live and work in the North York Moors against 
the need to protect its special qualities.  

There are choices to be made around employment and tourism policy. We would be interested to 
have views on what the scope is for new employment in the Park and whether there are any 
available sites (particularly brownfield sites) that could be used for new employment. If you are 
aware of specific sites please provide details by filling out the separate Development Opportunities 
form available on our website at www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/....  

For tourism we think that some of the key issues may be: 

• Conversion of holiday cottages to other uses, particularly permanent housing. Should we 
make sure holiday homes stay in holiday use only? Should we require evidence that 
holiday use is not viable if other uses are being sought? 

• Whether current policy on chalet and camping sites (Core Policy DP16) adequately covers 
other types of accommodation e.g. yurts, pods, treehouses and so on. Should we 
encourage these alternatives given the different impacts on the wider landscape they can 
have? 

                                                
3 Office for National Statistics, Census (2011). National Parks Table KS605EW 
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• Whether the requirement that camping and chalet sites are in established woodland only is 
the best approach to balancing new tourism development against wider landscape and 
visual impact considerations? 

• Whether we should have a specific policy for existing facilities that serve as hubs for tourist 
activity, for example Sutton Bank and the Moors Visitor Centres and Dalby Forest Park?  

M17. What are your views on the scope for new employment in the North York Moors? Do 
you think our current policies on tourism (particularly camping and chalet sites and 
changes of use to and from holiday accommodation) are fit for purpose? If not, what 
changes would you like to see? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Community Facilities 
Our current policy is that loss of community facilities such as village halls, chapels, Post Offices 
and shops will be resisted unless it can be demonstrated that they are no longer suitable or viable 
for community use. The aim of the policy is to support village cohesion and retain essential 
facilities for people who may otherwise face long journeys to access services elsewhere. 

However, we recognise that shopping patterns are changing and many Post Offices have closed in 
recent years. The decline in public transport means that more people rely on private cars and 
therefore have access to services across a wider area. These trends, together with market forces 
have led to the loss of facilities throughout the National Park. The new Local Plan needs to strike a 
balance between meeting our existing policy objectives to support village cohesion whilst 
recognising that a very strict approach to requiring the retention of facilities could result in empty 
buildings or financial hardship for their occupiers.  

At present our ‘rule of thumb’ for demonstrating that facilities are no longer viable is that premises 
should have been marketed for a year or more without success and that the current use does not 
demonstrate a viable profit. We do not include a definitive list of the types of community uses 
subject to the policy – for example, public houses are not on the list yet they do form a community 
facility where there would likely be a demand for retention.    

M18. Do you think we should continue to operate a policy on the retention of community 
facilities? If so, what type of facilities would you like to see included? Should we set clear 
criteria on when we may consider alternative uses or should we look at each case 
according to the particular circumstances of the occupier? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Design 
New development represents the cultural heritage of future generations and high quality design is 
fundamental to the future shape of the National Park. A well-designed development that shows a 
clear understanding of the form and characteristics of its location can enhance the immediate 
locality whereas a development of a standard type that takes no cue from its surroundings will not. 
Encouraging a strong design ethos will therefore be a key element of the new Local Plan. We 
already have a local Design Guide and it is likely that the new Plan will encourage adherence to it. 
However, we would be interested in any ideas for what needs to be in a Local Plan design policy, 
and any particular design issues on which we may need to take a view.    

M19. What are your views on how Local Plan policies can help improve design, and are 
there any specific design issues that you wish to see tackled?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

Other Policies 
We would, of course welcome any other views on what needs to be in the new Local Plan:   

M20. Finally, are there any other current policies (or omissions to policy) that you would 
like to see us address in our new Local Plan?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
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What else are we publishing and seeking 
views on? 
At the same time as consulting on this document we also publishing:  

A ‘Development Opportunities’ questionnaire.  

This asks anyone to let us know of any particular sites that may be suitable and available for new 
development across the National Park – for housing, employment, retail or any other uses.  

We are doing this to potentially identify any new areas of land for development within the statutory 
purposes of protecting landscape and special qualities. We are required by National Planning 
Guidance to produce and audit of housing and employment land which will “identify all sites and 
broad locations regardless of the amount of development needed to provide an audit of available 
land4”. This forms our ‘call for sites’.   

The questionnaire asks a series of questions about the suitability of any land identified and the 
likelihood of it coming forward. We are particularly interested in any brownfield sites that may be 
available.   

If you wish to submit a site to us please use this form: 

An ‘Open Space’ Questionnaire. 

We are asking local communities and individuals to nominate any areas of ‘local green space’ 
where new development would be ruled out except in very exceptional circumstances. Allocated 
green spaces would need to be close to the community they serve, hold local significance because 
of their beauty, historical significance, recreational or offer a tranquil environment or support 
mechanism for wildlife. Please note that areas designated as Village Greens are already protected 
from development by legislation. 

If you wish to submit a site to us please use this form: 

A Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal. 

We use sustainability appraisal to assess how the different options we are considering are 
perforing in against a mix of social, economic and environmental objectives. A scoping report has 
been produced which sets the framework up and, looks at other plans and programmes that may 
influence our plan and includes a set of ‘baseline’ information aimed at taking a look at how the 
North York Moors is performing in social, economic and environmental terms. This is a technical 
document principally aimed at checking whether our approach is robust with statutory agencies, 
however, some may find it interesting. A copy is on our website and we welcome comments on it.

                                                
4 National Planning Policy Framework Guidance on Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment, paragraph 9, Reference ID: 
3-009-20140306  
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Responses should be emailed to:  

policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk 

…or posted to:  

The Planning Policy Team 

North York Moors National Park Authority 

The Old Vicarage 

Bondgate 

Helmsley 

York 

YO62 5BP 

If you would prefer to respond online please visit: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk 

 
Thank you for your time. 
  

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
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If you would like further information, 
please contact us:  
 
Planning Policy – 
policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk 
Development Management – 
planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk 

 
 

 
01439 772700 

 
northyorkmoorsnationalpark 

 
@northyorkmoors 

 

The text of this document can be made in large print. 
Please contact the Planning Policy team using the contact information above. 

 

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
mailto:planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk


North York Moors National Park Authority
The Old Vicarage
Bondgate
Helmsley
York  YO62 5BP
01439 772700

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

 northyorkmoorsnationalpark @northyorkmoors



 
 

 

North York Moors National Park Authority 
  

The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York YO62 5BP 
Tel: 01439 772700 
Email:general@northyorkmoors.org.uk 
Planning enquiries: planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk 
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk 

 

Andy Wilson 
Chief Executive 

 
North York Moors National Park Authority  

Local Plan Review 
August 2016 

 
Development Opportunities Questionnaire 

 
The Authority is preparing a new Local Plan for the North York Moors National Park which 
will cover development up to the year 2035. As part of it’s development we are seeking to 
understand the expectations and aspirations of our local communities to help inform the Plan 
and the direction it will take.  
 
This questionnaire is aimed primarily at landowners, although anyone is welcome to 
complete it and put forward sites which they think could be developable  The submission of 
sites as part of this assessment does not mean that development will be suitable or that 
planning permission would be granted, but instead will help inform discussion around the 
direction the Plan takes.  It is also likely that the plan will require that sites should fall within 
or on edge of settlements and should not be located in remote locations or the open 
countryside. 
 
As part of this process we are particularly looking to identify previously developed land which 
may be suitable for alternative uses, such as local occupancy housing, so that these sites 
can be assessed and appropriately mapped and recorded. We are also seeking interest in 
the provision of self-build / custom build plots so if this is something you would like to provide 
please fill in the relevant sections of the questionnaire.  
 
The Governments definition of previously developed land is outlined in full in the NPPF, but 
in brief it is: land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, excluding land that is or 
has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that has been developed for 
minerals extraction or waste disposal; land in built up areas such as private residential 
gardens, parks, recreation grounds and allotments; and land that was previously developed 
but where the remains of the structure have blended into the landscape.  

 
Please complete a separate application form for each site. 

 
This form should be returned to the North York Moors National Park Authority either 

electronically to policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk or by post to the Policy Team, North York 
Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP 

 
Alternatively you can complete this application form online at; 

 
Deadline for all applications is ADD DATE 
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Call for Sites: Assessment Form 
 

Office Use Only: 
Parish:   

 
Site reference no:  

 
Site Owner Details 

 

 
Title: 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Postcode: 

Telephone: 

Email address: 

 

 
Agent Details 

 

 
Title: 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Postcode: 

Telephone: 

Email address: 

 

 
Site Information 

 

Q.1 Site Name: 

Site address: 

 

Total site area (ha):  

Developable area (ha): 

Current use of land:  

 

  Is the site classed as Previously Developed Land?  

 

   I have included an Ordnance Survey plan outlining the extent of the area.   

 
 

Q.2 Is there an existing planning permission on the site? 

  Yes  No 

 If ‘yes’, please provide details (e.g. reference number) 
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Q.3 What use do you believe the site is suitable for?  
(Please tick all that apply and explain why) 

 Residential   

 a) How many dwellings do you think could 
be provided and of what type, e.g. 
affordable, local occupancy, open market 

  

 b) Would you be interested in providing land 
for Self-Build / Custom Build? 

  

 Employment 
 

  

 Mixed use (residential, employment, 

industrial, commercial, office) 

 

  

 Any other uses 
 

  

 
Site Interest 

 

Q.4 What is your interest in the site? 
 

  Site owner  Developer contracted to buy the land 

  Part owner  Developer speculative 

 Other (please specify):  
 
 

Q.5 Are there any ownership or title constraints which you are aware of? 

  Yes  No 

 If ‘yes’, please give details below: 

 

 
Availability 

 

Q6.  Is the site… 

  Vacant  Occupied  Partly occupied 

 Is the site immediately available for development? 

  Yes  No 

 If ‘no, what would be the timetable for the site becoming available? 

  Within the next 5 years 

  Within a period of 5 to 10 years 

  Within a period of 10 to 15 years 

  After 15 years 
 

Q.7 Once started, how many years do you think it would take to develop the site? 
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Possible Constraints 
 

Q8. To the best of your knowledge are there any constraints (examples below) that 
may restrict or prevent development on the site? Please provide brief details.  

 Access difficulties  

 Tree cover  

 Topography (e.g. site levels, drainage)  

 Local character  

 Ownership issues  

 Legal issues (e.g. covenants, tenancies)  

 Contamination / Pollution  

 Heritage assets (Conservation Areas, 

Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings) 

 

 Environmental and wildlife (e.g. SSSI, 

Tree Preservation Orders) 

 

 Flood risk  

 Infrastructure requirements (e.g. utilities)  

 Infrastructure constraints (e.g. pylons)  

 Market viability  

 Are there any other constraints that you are aware of?  
 
 
Do you believe they could be overcome? 
 
 
 

 

Q.9 Do you know of any other issues that we should be aware of? 
  

 
 
 

 

Q.10 In identifying this site you are giving permission for an officer of the Authority to 
access the site in order to ascertain its suitability, if necessary. Are there any 
access issues to the site? 

  

 If yes, please provide contact details (if different) so that a site visit can be arranged.  

 
 

 
Thank you for completing this form. It should be returned with a map that clearly identifies the 
boundary of the site by ADD DATE to the North York Moors National Park Authority at the 
address below: 
 
Policy Team, North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, 
Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP / policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk  
 
If you have any questions regarding this form or the process please contact the Policy Team.  

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North York Moors Local Plan 
Local Green Spaces – Nomination Form 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
This form has been created for you to tell us about any areas of local green space that are of particular 

value to you and your community and which you think should be protected from development in our new 
Local Plan.  

 
National planning policy (through the National Planning Policy Framework, paragraphs 76 and 77) states 
that it is open for local communities to nominate any areas of local green space which are ‘demonstrably 

special’ to them, by virtue of their beauty, historic significance, recreational value, tranquillity or richness of 
wildlife.  If designated, such spaces will be protected from development except in very special 

circumstances. We are now seeking candidates for possible designation.  
 

August 2016 
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1. Which green spaces close to you do you most value? 
1.1 Is there an area of green space close to you that you think ought to be protected from 

future development because it contributes positively to your neighbourhood in some way? 

1.2 Since 2012 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has given communities the 
opportunity to protect green areas through a new Local Green Space (LGS) designation. 
This can be done through a neighbourhood or local development plan. 

1.3 We are now writing our new Local Plan which will run from the year 2016 to the year 2035. 
As part of this we would like to ask local communities and individuals to nominate any 
areas of land for potential designation as local green space, so that we can include any 
suitable areas on our policies map. These areas would then be subject to a local green 
space policy which would confer the same level of protection as Green Belt land. 
Substantial weight would be given to the designation and development would be 
considered inappropriate and harmful, save in very special circumstances.  

2. What sort of land could potentially qualify?  
2.1 We are looking for areas of green or open space which meet one or all of the following 

criteria (see paragraph 77 of the NPPF): 

• The land must be in reasonable proximity of the community it serves; 

• The green area must be demonstrably special to the local community and hold a 
special significance to it, because of its beauty, historical significance, recreational 
value (for example a playing field), tranquillity or richness of wildlife; 

• It must be local in character and not be an extensive tract of land. 

2.2 Designation brings with it powerful protection from development in policy terms. Many 
areas are already subject to some form of policy protection and obviously as a National 
Park much of the area of the North York Moors has a highly significant value in terms of the 
way it looks and the functions it offers. We are looking for circumstances where local 
people are aware of a piece of land that contributes in some way to the life of that particular 
community, where policy protection is warranted to make sure it continues to do so in the 
future. It could be that the land is very important to the character of a village, is unique in 
some way, offers refuge or recreation to its residents or has evolved to offer home to 
important local wildlife. In short, it is important to the future of that local area, its function 
and its character.  

2.3 It’s also possible to explain what sort of land may not qualify. Open land without any 
recreational, wildlife, aesthetic or historical significance would not qualify (for example an 
open green space as infill between buildings) or wider tracts of land stretching out of 
villages towards the moors or separated from towns or villages. Areas of ‘amenity’ green 
space such as roadside verges or ‘mown’ areas without any recreational value are also 
unlikely to quality. If the land is also already designated or registered in some way for a 
particular reason (for example as a town or village green, a registered park and garden, 
registered common land) or through a wildlife designation such as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation 
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(SAC) or local nature reserve development is already highly restricted and designation 
would be unlikely on the basis that sufficient protection already exists.  

3. How will you assess sites?  
3.1 Once nominations have been received it we will carry out an assessment of the sites as 

follows: 

a)  Does the green space have existing planning permission? 

We will filter out any green spaces that have planning permission.  

b) Is it already designated? 
 
We will determine whether spaces are already legally designated. Existing designations 
include: 

• Registered Park and Gardens 

• Registered Common Land 

• Town/Village Greens 

• Special Protection Areas (SPA) 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

• Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 

If one of the above designations already exists on the site sites will only be designated if 
they offer an additional function beyond that for which they are designated. 

c)  Size  

The NPPF states that local green spaces should be ‘local in character and is not an 
extensive tract of land’. Sites will need to be largely self-contained and serve a particular 
settlement 

d)  Is it demonstrably of local significance? 

Is it in accord with the criteria set out in the NPPF? 

Beauty 

We know that beauty is in the eye of the beholder, however we are looking for areas that 
have a pleasing and valuable aesthetic and contribute to the ‘uniqueness’ or character of an 
area. They could form an important part of the local landscape or allow views through or 
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beyond the area which are valued by residents. Features such as woodland or open water 
could also contribute to the overall beauty of the space. 

Historic significance 

The land could help tell the ‘story’ of an area throughout the ages, or provide space for local 
historical events that could not take place elsewhere, such as a long running village or 
community fair. They could contain or provide a setting for, or allow views of historical 
buildings, archaeological assets or local landmarks.  

Recreational value 

The space could have local significance for recreation, perhaps through the variety of 
activities it supports, or because of the community value it brings. Many green and open 
spaces can offer some form of recreational value such as a place to kick a ball around, 
what we are looking for are spaces that offer something unique and could not realistically 
be accommodated on other spaces that would serve the same community. 

Tranquillity 

This refers to spaces that offer refuge, escape, peace and quiet and a sense of remoteness 
and connection with nature. They should be a place for quiet contemplation away from the 
ever-present noise and overcrowding of urban living. A space can be important to a 
community as it provides an area that can be described as tranquil or a place to ‘get away 
from it all’.  

Richness of wildlife 

Many green spaces provide some benefits for wildlife, depending on the variety and quality 
of plants and habitats present. For a site to be considered suitable for Local Green Space 
status, it would need to include a combination of features such as ancient hedgerows and 
woodlands, older trees and woodland or wildflower meadow which support a unique and/or 
diverse range of wildlife.  In considering this criterion justification will be required as to why 
existing levels of designation are insufficient and why the space warrants additional 
protection 

e) Is it local in character and close to the local population? 

Whilst there is an element of judgement that will need to be applied to this criterion as a rule 
of thumb anything beyond easy walking distance of a house within a village (around 400 
metres) is unlikely to be considered local in nature.  

f) Will it ensure beyond the life of the Local Plan? 

One requirement for designation in the National Planning Policy Framework is that land 
should ‘be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.’ Whilst this is difficult to 
gauge in practice any evidence that the land is actively managed for recreational, historical, 
wildlife or local amenity purposes would be welcome. 
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4. How do I nominate a site? 
4.1 If you would like to nominate a site please complete the following form: 

• Complete it online 

• Complete it below or download a form and send it to us at: 

The Planning Policy Team 
The Old Vicarage 
Bondgate 
Helmsley 
York 
YO62 5BP 

Or attach a scan of the form to an email and send it to us 
at policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk 

4.2 Please do not feel you have to fill out this form, we can accept emails or post nominating 
sites, however it would greatly aid us and increase the chance of designation if the form 
could be used as far as possible. If you are not using the form please make sure that we 
have your details, a precise description of the location of the site (and ideally maps/photos) 
and your reasoning for which it should be designated along the lines set out at question 4 
on the form.  

If you have any questions please contact the Planning Policy team by 
email: policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk or phone 01439 772700.  

  

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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Local Green Space – Nomination Form 
We would ask you to fill out this form is you wish to nominate an area of green space in your 
area for designation as ‘an area of local greenspace’. Designation carries with it protection for 
inappropriate development. Please provide as much information as you can.  

Office Use Only: 

Parish:   Reference no:  

About You 

Title: 

First Name: 

Surname 

Address: 

 

 

Postcode: 

Telephone: 

Email address:  

 

  

North York Moors National Park Authority 
The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York YO62 5BP 

  

 

 

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
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Q1. How would you like to be contacted in the future? 

By post:                By email:               By telephone:  

Data Protection: We treat any personal information you provide in confidence under the Data 
Protection Act 1998 and only use it for a legal reason or the purpose for which is has been 
given. We may publish aggregated data which will not include personal details but may for 
example include the level of interest in a particular parish.  

Q2. Are you part of a group or association? If so please give details including contact details: 

 

 

 

 

Q3. Name and location of the site you wish to nominate. 

Adresses, post codes, descriptons and grid references are useful. If you can submit a map and 
or/photos this would greatly help us.  
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Q4. Why do you wish to see the site designated? 

Please describe below, in as much detail aspossible why you would like to see the site 
designated, in terms of how it is in reasonale proximity to the community it serves and meets 
one or more of the following criteria:   

• The site is demonstably special because of its beauty 
• The site is demonstably special because of its hitorical significance 
• The site is demonstably special because of its recreational value 
• The site is demonstably special because of its tranquillity 
• The site is demonstably special because of its richness of wildlife 

 
Please contunue on a separate sheet if necessary. 
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Q6. Ca you provide any reasons as to why you think the site will be looked after and managed 
to make sure it stays as it is into the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date completed:  

Thank you for completing this form. It should be returned to the North York Moors National Park 
Authority at: 

The Policy Team 
North York Moors National Park Authority 
The Old Vicarage 
Bondgate 
Helmsley 
York 
YO62 5BP 

Email: policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk  

 

 

  

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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If you would like further information, please contact us:  
 
Planning Policy – policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk 
Development Management – planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk 

 
 

 
01439 772700 

 
northyorkmoorsnationalpark 

 

@northyorkmoors 

 

North York Moors National Park Authority 

The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley, York YO62 5BP 

  

 

 

The text of this document can be made in large print. Please contact the 
Planning Policy team using the contact information above. 

 

mailto:policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk
mailto:planning@northyorkmoors.org.uk
http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/

	Appendix_2_First_steps_a
	We’d really like your thoughts…
	We have just started work on our new Local Plan. This will help protect the special qualities of the National Park, look to identify the best locations for any new development communities may need and set out a suite of planning policies to help us de...

	This is the first of several opportunities for you to be involved. At this ‘First Steps’ stage we’d like to know what you think about the North York Moors National Park generally - what you value about it, what needs improvement, and what you think th...
	About this document…
	What are the next steps?
	Why have we decided to review our planning policies?
	About you…
	Part 1 – The Community Aspirations Survey
	PART 2 – MAIN ISSUES
	What should be in the new Local Plan?
	Some principles
	Vision and Objectives

	What are the most important issues for the North York Moors Local Plan?
	The Environment
	Farming
	The Spatial Strategy
	Housing
	Employment and Tourism
	Community Facilities
	Design
	Other Policies

	What else are we publishing and seeking views on?

	Appendix_3_Development_opportunities_form
	Appendix_4_Local_Green_Space_Form
	North York Moors Local Plan
	1. Which green spaces close to you do you most value?
	2. What sort of land could potentially qualify?
	3. How will you assess sites?
	4. How do I nominate a site?



