
 
North York Moors National Park Authority, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate,  

Helmsley, York, YO62 5BP 
 

Public Minutes of the meeting held at The Old Vicarage, Helmsley on Tuesday 9 June 2015. 
 
Present: Catherine Cussons, Bryn Griffiths, Peter Hay, Peter Hutchinson, Elizabeth Kirk, John 
Richardson, Brian Walker 
 
Apologies: Val Arnold, Catriona Cook, George Dawson, Muriel Mitchell, George Winn-Darley  
 
Officers in Attendance: Vanessa Burgess, Karl Gerhardsen, Naomi Green, Caroline Skelly  
 
Visitors: Aileen Gatland (Disability), Helen Gundry (Moorsbus), Terry Ratcliffe (Cycling) 
 
 

Copies of All Documents Considered are in the Minute Book 
 
  

 In the absence of the Chair, Deputy Chair and Acting Chair Muriel Mitchell, John 
Richardson kindly chaired the meeting, welcoming members, officers and visitors. 

 
1/15  Minutes 

The public minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 2 December 2014 were confirmed 
and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

 
2/15 Matters Arising 

Point 17/14 of the minutes – Potash.  Members were informed that the date for the 
Special Planning meeting to consider Potash had now been set for 30 June.  An 
additional day, 1 July had also been set aside in case the meeting needed to carry over 
into a second day. 
Point 18/14 of the minutes – URMAG.  Bryn Griffiths advised members that the work of 
URMAG had now finished, but he felt that it would be good for members to receive an 
update at the next meeting regarding progress made to date by NYCC relating to traffic 
regulations. 
 
Item 8 on the agenda – Multi user groups was considered next, to accommodate 
the speaker, Terry Ratcliffe 

 
3/15 Multi User Routes – Terry Ratcliffe 
  

Members discussed the brief paper originating from the North Yorkshire LAF relating to 
their list of principles, in particular Principle 1 – that new access, where possible, should 
be multi-user. 
 
Terry Ratcliffe informed Members that an article for publication, on this subject had been 
sent to CTC Magazine, but that it had been rejected.  Terry told Members that user 
groups needed to work together on this subject, so that groups were aware of each 
other’s needs. 
 
Members agreed that there were huge gaps in understanding between groups and that 
education for all was vital if things were to improve and that there needed to be greater 
tolerance between the groups and greater consistency of message across all group 
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literature.  Members also discussed the importance of correct surfacing for multi user 
routes. 
 
One member suggested that a joint user seminar might be a possible way forward to help 
address this issue and asked if the National Park would be willing to act as a facilitator to 
host such a seminar. 
 
Karl Gerhardsen told members he considered the idea of a seminar a good one and 
suggested it might be a suitable subject for the Access, Recreation and Business Forum 
to consider. 

Action: KHG to discuss possibility of a seminar as a future ARB forum item with Richard Gunton. 
 

4/15 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – Caroline Skelly 
 
 Caroline Skelly gave members a presentation on CIL.  
 Members asked several questions about the charging process relating to CIL. 

Caroline advised members that charges are set out in developers timescales and that 
developers can ask for money back in s106 agreements if the Local Authority hasn’t 
carried out the work.  Also Local Authorities can charge both s106 and CIL, depending on 
the development and the site. 

   
5/15 LSTF (Missing Links) Project – Naomi Green 

 
Naomi Green gave members a presentation on the Missing Links Project which formed 
part of Local Sustainability Transport Fund Project.  Naomi talked members through a 
number of schemes to show how the funding had been put to good use and the 
differences made in relation to access. 
 
Members thanked Naomi for her excellent presentation and the good work achieved by 
the team. 
 

6/15 Coastal Access Sub-Group update – Elizabeth Kirk 
  

Elizabeth Kirk advised Members that two NYM LAF members and two NYCC LAF 
members met to discuss the Coastal report.  As a result of the meeting, a response was 
sent to Natural England.  No formal reply has been received back yet from Natural 
England, only a standard letter confirming receipt of the LAF’s response. 
 
Karl Gerhardsen thanked the sub-group for sending a response.  Karl informed members 
that there was only one objection to the Coastal Access report from Filey Brigg 
concerning spreading room at Boulby.  Issue re: roll back land, unfair if goes onto another 
landowners land. 

  
7/15 Deregulation Act – John Richardson 
 

John Richardson updated members on the Deregulation Act, as part of a brief report, item 
9 of the agenda, including the likely relaxation of constraints on motor sport events held 
on public highways 
 
Karl Gerhardsen informed Members that the Act could potentially lead to the opening up 
of more roads for use by individuals, groups etc which are currently restricted.  It was 
seen as a good achievement by the stakeholder working group, the group will also be 
involved with the secondary legislation.  

 
8/15 Update on changes in ROW management – Karl Gerhardsen 
 

Karl issued members with an advice note (copy of which can be found in the minute book) 
and updated members on the recent restructuring as follows: 

• Staff who were made redundant had now left and the restructuring within the 
department is now complete, though it is still early days to say how well the 
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department will cope with the losses/changes, things will take a while to settle 
down. 

• The department needs to make more use of volunteers and as such the Authority 
is changing 3 land rovers to pickups so staff can transport volunteers. 

• Surface mowing: hopefully enough funds available to do the same level as last 
year.  But there was also a need to encourage land owners to do more on their 
own land. 

 
Members expressed concerns about: 

• Volunteers being expected to take on greater responsibilities within their voluntary 
roles.  

• Sustainability  of volunteers and how to manage them long term 
 

Karl advised members that there would still be a strong core of staff to support, lead and 
shoulder responsibility for volunteers. Also the Authority’s new Volunteers Strategy was 
looking at associate volunteering, with other organisations such as scouts. Karl told 
members that the Authority needed to be better able to network with other groups to 
share volunteers. 
 
Members offered further suggestions for associate volunteer groups such as young 
farmers and those taking part in Duke of Edinburgh schemes. 

 
9/15 Items for future meetings: 
 
 Coastal Access outcome 
 Update on progress re: traffic regulations 
Action: Karl Gerhardsen to research success of Scottish Outdoor Access 
 
10/15 Any Other Business 

There were four items of A.O.B: 
 

• Big Pathwatch Project (Ramblers) – e-mail received advising on project to be 
launched on 13 July, an initiative aimed at motivating communities to survey the 
rights of way network and then report the findings via the Ramblers purpose-built 
app or website. 

Members asked that an e-mail be sent to the Ramblers commending them on the project 
and requesting that they make sure their volunteers are well briefed, especially in relation 
to height/width requirements of paths to accommodate other users. 

Action: Vanessa Burgess to send e-mail to Ramblers 
 

• Moorsbus Services 2015 (Friends of Moorsbus) – Helen Gundry, Friends of 
Moorsbus was invited to the meeting to update members on the progress which 
had been made in relation to Moorsbus and the planned bus service for 2015.  
Helen informed members that with donations received, they had enough funds to 
operate 12 Sunday services over the Summer months, plus the August Bank 
Holiday via two bus companies at either end of the NYM National Park, so 
offering quite a comprehensive service coverage across the park.   Helen said the 
group was keen to offer more service days and incorporate Rosedale in the route.  
Helen asked members /officers to help promote the service over the coming 
weeks. 

Action: All members/officers to promote the Moorsbus Service within their own networks. 
  

• Malton-Pickering Cycle Route (Ryedale District Council) – members 
discussed the contents of a draft report from Ryedale District Council on a 
proposed cycle route between Norton/Malton and Pickering.  Members 
commented on: the absence of equestrian interest, high costs of proposed 
surfacing, plus the need for routes to be done to “highways” standard. 

Action: John Richardson, as Acting Chair, to prepare a suitable response to be sent to Ryedale 
 District Council regarding their draft cycle route proposal. Vanessa Burgess to share with 
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 LAF members, prior to sending final copy. 
 

• LAF Letter to Rt Hon David Cameron MP – Muriel Mitchell.  Due to illness Muriel 
was unable to attend the meeting to give an update on this item.  Progress on this 
will be shared with members at a later date. 

 
   Date of next meeting: Tuesday 1 December 2015, 10am - NYMNPA Committee Room. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………… (Chair) 
1 December 2015 


