
Agenda 
Meeting: Scrutiny meeting 

Venue: The National Park Office, The Old Vicarage, Bondgate, Helmsley 

Date: Thursday 29 July 2021, 9.30am 

Business 

1. Apologies for absence

2. Public minutes of the NPA/AGM held on 21 June 2021  (page 3)

3. Members are reminded that it is their responsibility to declare the nature of any
personal, prejudicial and/or disclosable interests relating to any agenda item
immediately prior to its consideration and are encouraged to complete a written
declaration using the form provided.

4. Emergency Evacuation Procedure – The Chair to inform members of the Public of
the emergency evacuation procedure.

5. Exclusion of the public from the meeting during consideration of Item No 9 on the
grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in
paragraphs 3, 5 & 10 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

6. Impressions – NYMNPA  (page 8)

7. Headline Indicators/Action Plan Progress presentations  (page 9)

8. Training Ethical standards/planning update  (page 10)

Private business - minutes/reports circulated to Members only 

9. Private Minutes of the meeting held on NPA/AGM held on 21 June 2021.

10. Such other business as, in the opinion of the Chair, should, by reason of special
circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency.

Tom Hind 
Chief Executive (National Park Officer) 



 

Press Contact:  Nina Beadle, Media and Communications Officer, 01439 772577 

Note:  

• The Authority allows the recording and reporting of public meetings but asks that
any party wishing to do so informs the Authority in advance of the meeting.

• Recording and reporting that disrupts the meeting is not allowed. Persons expressly
refusing consent, children and vulnerable adults cannot be filmed or photographed.

• The existing rules relating to confidential and exempt information, defamation, data
protection and public order apply. The Authority accepts no liability whatsoever for
the recording and reporting carried out by other parties.

• Members are reminded to turn all electronic equipment to silent mode, including
mobile phones, laptop computers and tablets. Please note that only information that
is available to Members during the Committee meeting should be accessed from a
computer in the interests of sound decision making.

• Vanessa Burgess should be notified of any apologies.

• Please ensure when parking in the car park that you have not caused an obstruction
which could prevent emergency vehicles accessing the building.

• This agenda is available on the website www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

• This agenda is available in large print on request.
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North York Moors National Park Authority AGM 

Item 2, Public Minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2021 

Present: 

Jim Bailey, Malcolm Bowes, Ena Dent, Alison Fisher, Janet Frank, David Hugill, Patrick 
James, David Jeffels, Heather Moorhouse, Sarah Oswald, Caroline Patmore, Clive 
Pearson, Andrew Scott, Subash Sharma, Colin Williamson. Andy Breckon (Independent 
Member) 

Apologies: Peter Berry, Bob Marley, Shaun Moody 

Officers in attendance: 

Tom Hind (Chief Executive), Briony Fox (Director of Conservation & Polyhalite Projects),  
Ian Nicholls (Head of Corporate Services), Chris France (Director of Planning),  Mike 
Hawtin (Head of Polyhalite),  Rachel Pickering (Natural Environment Team Leader), 
Richard Smith (Authority Solicitor), Vanessa Burgess (Committees & Customer 
Services Officer), Vicky Taylor (Business Administrator), Judith Seaton (PA to the Chief 
Executive) 

Copies of all documents considered are in the minute book 

Tom Hind opened the meeting, welcoming everyone in attendance.  Tom then asked for 
nominations for Chair. 

20/21 Election of Chair 

Resolved:  Jim Bailey was elected Chair of the Authority, to take office until the 
next Annual General Meeting of the Authority. 

Jim Bailey in the Chair 

21/21 Election of Deputy Chair 

Resolved:  Malcolm Bowes was elected Deputy Chair the Authority, to take 
office until the next Annual General Meeting of the Authority. 

22/21 Minutes 

That the public minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2021  having been 
printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the 
Chair as a correct record. 

23/21 Public question time 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

24/21 Members Interests 

Members were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal and 
prejudicial interests relating to any agenda item prior to its consideration. 

3



25/21 Exclusion of the public 

Resolved: That the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of Items 16 & 17 On the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraph 3, 5 & 10 of Part 1 Schedule 12A to the 
Local Government Act 1972. 

26/21 Membership of committees and outside bodies 

Considered: 

The report of the Committees and Customer Services Officer. 

Resolved: Members determined membership of the Committees, Fora and 
Working Groups.  Members also determine the Authority’s representatives on 
outside bodies and noted points 3.3, 3.4 and 5.1 of the report 

27/21 Polyhalite projects annual summary 

Considered: 

The report of the Director of Conservation & Polyhalite Projects. 

Briony Fox updated members and asked what sort of information members 
wanted to receive going forward. 

Andrew Scott queried paragraph 2.6 of the report relating to Lady Cross 
Plantation.  Chris France informed the meeting that Anglo American required a 
different scale of access shaft, which would create less spoil and could be 
managed via planning under a discharge of conditions.  Andrew Scott also 
queried the lack of feedback in the report from NYCC with regard to transport 
measures under the s106 agreement. 

Members also commented on/asked about: 

• Bransdale Conservation Management Plan, including Historic Buildings
• Tree nursery stocks
• Spout House
• Dark skies and light pollution, specifically the Lion Inn, Blakey Ridge
• Member oversight of s106 project development & delivery

Members were advised that officers would re schedule the members’ training 
day at Spout House as soon as they could. 

Mike Hawtin advised the meeting that the Authority had held some initial 
conversations with the Lion Inn regarding light pollution and increasing dark 
skies tourism.  Talks were continuing with the owners to try and encourage 
improvements. 

Rachel Pickering said the Authority was very conscious of current tree stock 
issues and so were speaking to local suppliers, were exploring natural 
colonisation and has volunteers collecting acorns which are grown on at a local 
nursery. Rachel also mentioned the benefits/suitability of low density planting 
in some areas. 

The Joint ARB/CLM forum on 12 July would discuss woodland matters in 
greater detail. 
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The Chair noted a previous resolution that the CLM & ARB Forums should hold 
quarterly meetings to support officers in overseeing project and programme 
delivery, including those funded through the s106 agreement 

Action: David Jeffels, NYCC agreed to raise concerns about the level of reporting on 
transport activities to the NYCC transport committee 

Action: BF to share Maria Calderon’s Spout House video with members and consider 
member involvement/ oversight of s106 projects through future evening seminars and 
quarterly forum meetings. 

Resolved: Members noted the report and confirmed the arrangements to 
utilise the 2021/2022 Landscape and Ecology contribution. 

28/21 Langdale Forest design plan consultation 

Considered: 

The report of the Woodland Officer 

Rachel Pickering, Woodland Team Leader, gave the report asking members to 
specifically note the real potential for a beneficial peat restoration project 
around May Moss.  Patrick James said he was encouraged by the plans and 
asked if we could get Forestry England to commit to achieving the peat 
restoration and to improve water quality by 2031. Members were also keen to 
see the objectives in the plan reflected in Forestry England’s contribution to the 
National Park Management Plan. 

Action:  Authority’s Woodland Team Leader to encourage Forestry England’s 
commitment to achieving the stated objectives on peat and water quality by 
2031. 

Resolved: the Langdale Forest design plan was welcomed for the contribution 
it makes to National Park purposes.  

Comments/feedback to be made to Forestry England and Forest Services as 
noted above 

29/21 Feedback from lead Members on forums 

ARB – Sarah Oswald thanked members/officers for the recent site visit to 
Cawthorn Camps.  

CLM – Alison Fisher spoke about the recent forum meeting and in particular the 
presentation by Steve Carver from the University of Leeds on climate resilience 
and land management in NYM.  Next meeting will be joint with ARB on 12 July. 

NYM Trust – Malcolm Bowes informed the meeting that the Trust had recently 
appointed a new Trustee, Mark Swallow. Work continues on Anya’s Wood with 
the lease concluded on the extension to the wood.  The Art Competition had 
been delayed until 2022 due to ongoing covid restrictions.  The Trust is 
reviewing its priorities and resources for the next 3-5 years. 

Management Plan – Patrick James informed the meeting that the three 
thematic working groups were providing useful information and that all were 
pleased by the level of debate.   
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Chris France informed members that the next members evening seminar would 
be taking place on 27 July to focus on the Special Qualities of the National Park. 

30/21 Reports from Members on outside bodies 

Alison Fisher gave members a quick update on the current work of the Local 
Government North Yorkshire, York & East Riding Housing Board and advised on 
a new community led sub group.  It was agreed Alison would represent the 
Authority on a new Housing Board sub group, with Clive Pearson acting as 
substitute. 

Action: Alison Fisher to reply to the Hub to acknowledge her willingness to represent 
the Authority on the new sub group 

Action: Alison, Chris, Tom to meet to discuss the new sub group 

Resolved: the verbal feedback from Alison Fisher and the written report was 
noted by Members 

31/21 Chief Executive’s update 

Considered: 

The report of the Chief Executive 

Resolved: Members welcomed the update and noted the content. 

32/21 Parish forum update 

Considered: 

The report of the PA to Chief Executive 

Tom Hind informed the meeting that he, Judith and Chris had met with SoS 
parish members to discuss how the Authority might improve uptake and 
interest at the Parish Forums.  Discussions focused on making information 
more digestible, maintaining good communications with parish clerks and 
having interesting speakers at the events. 

Resolved: Members noted the report and the issues raised. 

33/21 Other business 

Before moving into private session the Chair presented Alison Fisher, David 
Hugill and Andrew Scott with their long service awards. 

....................................................................................................................................................... (Chair) 

29 July 2021 
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Public Summary of Items considered "in private" at the 
Authority AGM on 21 June 2021 

Private minutes 

Members agreed that the private minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 
2021, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed 
and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme 

Tom Hind gave members an update on the Programme that was set to be 
launched imminently.  
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Item 6 (presentation) 

Impressions, NYMNPA - an assessment of overall strengths and weaknesses of the 
Authority and priorities for the coming year and beyond – Tom Hind 
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Item 7 (presentations) 

Headline Indicators – Jo Swiers 

Action Plan Progress; Conservation, Planning, Park Services and Corporate Services – 
Briony Fox, Chris France, Michael Graham, Ian Nicholls 
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Item 8 (training session)  

Ethical Standards & Planning – Lisa Dixon, Monitoring Officer 

10


	Agenda
	AGM draft public minutes 21 June
	Public Summary of Items considered "in private" at the Authority AGM on 21 June 2021
	Private minutes


	Item 6
	Item 7
	Item 8



