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“May you stay forever young” 
wrote Bob Dylan when he 
was himself still quite spritely. 

Recent studies confirm what we 
all might have guessed – that being 
active – especially in a National 
Park – helps keep you young and 
inspired. But many young people 
today get too little exercise and their 
connections with the natural world 
are decreasing. 

When the authority revised its 
priorities last year, the Members 
devoted more resources to our work 
with young people. One of our 
biggest commitments is through our 
apprenticeships. Fifteen percent of 
all our staff are apprentices, they 
do great work for us, they learn a 
lot and in general they move on to 
good jobs. We also have a number of 
young volunteers, some as young as 
four – see the Cleveland Way article 
alongside this. 

We engage with every primary 
school child in the National Park at 
some point in their time there. We 
also work closely with the secondary 
schools around the Park – ensuring 
that children from urban areas know 
that the Park exists and know what 
they can and shouldn’t do when they 
get here. 

We are expanding our work 
with the National Citizen Service 
(which mixes young people from 
all walks of life as they take on 
challenges and carry out useful work) 
and have special programmes for 
disadvantaged children. Some of our 
fields have fewer thistles and some 
of our beaches are cleaner because 
of their efforts; simply being outside 
and doing something useful is an 
inspiration to them.

Hopefully, activities such as 
those above will help bring a new 
generation to value and contribute to 
the National Park. 

It may not be until they are 
older that they live here or visit 
regularly but, as Dylan said himself 
– in his fifties – “My heart’s in The 
Highlands”.

A progrAmme that 
provides families and 
community groups with 
the opportunity to ‘adopt’ 
a section of the Cleveland 
Way has proved hugely 
popular, with all 25 areas 
now allocated to adoptive 
guardians. 

The Cleveland Way adoption 
Scheme involves a year’s commitment 
to walk, report, survey and improve a 
designated section of the 109-mile 
National Trail, ensuring it is well 
looked after for everyone to enjoy. 
an announcement was made in June 
of this year that the National Park 
authority was seeking custodians for 
several sections of the trail, which 
are between 2.2 and 6.8 miles long. 
The response to the request has been 
remarkable, with all 25 parts of the 
trail now under the additional care 
of scout clubs, families, friendship 
groups and individuals. 

One local family who took on the 
responsibility is the Beaumonts from 
Danby.  Jacqui Beaumont, who has 
been tending a 3.4 mile section from 
Lordstones to Clay Bank along with 

her husband and four children, says: 
“My family has enjoyed walking 

these hills for generations. In fact, 
one of my earliest memories is of 
scrambling up to Captain Cook's 
Monument with my Grandad, who 
assured me of the wonderful views we 
could have enjoyed had it not been 
for the fog! 

“These days, my own children like 
to walk the Cleveland Way with me. 
It has fostered a shared experience 
for my family and I hope, through 
our maintenance and regular patrols, 
we can give something back so that 
future generations can also enjoy our 
beautiful area.”

Sections of the trail were first made 
available for adoption in 2014, as a 
way of encouraging young people 
who had completed the National 
Park’s Explorer Club to remain 
engaged with the Park and its trails. 
While this proved successful, with 
eight families adopting six sections of 
trail in that first year, a drive to see all 
parts of the Cleveland Way cared for 
in this manner has recently seen the 
scheme opened up to anyone with 
the time and enthusiasm to take part. 

Each group must commit to a 
minimum of three patrols each 
adoption year (which runs from 
august to July), and ideally these 

should take place in May/June, 
September/October and January/
February. Tasks that may be required 
on each patrol include pruning work, 
drainage, litter picking and checking 
signs and waymarks. Each group is 
provided with a set of tools to help 
them during their patrols. 

Great satisfaction
Tammy andrews, Family and 

youth Volunteers Co-ordinator says: 
“It’s fantastic to see our adoptive 
groups getting such great satisfaction 
and pride out of protecting an area 
they love.

“We were blown away by the 
interest we had earlier in the year, 
and it’s especially encouraging to see 
so many people willing to travel from 
outside the local area to contribute to 
the upkeep and maintenance of one 
of England’s most prized trails. 

“Each family or team has their 
own personal reasons for wanting to 
take part. For example, one adopter 
lives in the Morpeth area, but has 
good friends living in Leeds. They 
have decided that adopting a section 
of the Cleveland Way together will 
provide both the perfect location and 
activity for their gatherings.”

The adoption Scheme forms an 
important part of the wider care 
and maintenance operation that is 
carried out along the Cleveland Way 
on an on-going basis. Under the 
guidance of Maintenance Ranger 
andrew Carter, along with a host 
of volunteer groups and National 
Park apprentices, the National Park 
authority aims to keep the path in 
the best possible condition. For more 
information about the Cleveland Way, 
along with ideas for walks and days 
out, please visit www.nationaltrail.
co.uk/cleveland-way.

If you would like to register 
your interest in the Cleveland 
Way adoption Scheme, please 
contact Tammy andrews via email 
t.andrews@northyorkmoors.org.uk 
or phone: 01439 772700. 

Many thanks to Natural England, 
who provide financial support for the 
Cleveland Way, with the North york 
Moors National Park authority and 
Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council 
also providing funding. In addition, 
the trail now has other supporters, 
including Helmsley Brewery (through 
sale of ‘Striding the Riding’, the 
official beer of the Cleveland Way), 
and Hardmoors Race Series, who 
donate a sum for every entrant in 
their race series.

The Rye’s lush valleys and clear waters have been prized for millennia for their 
beauty, rich wildlife and tranquillity. Attracting monks to Rievaulx and described 
by Turner as a ‘picturesque view’, the Rye provides romantic settings for grand 
landscapes at Duncombe Park and Nunnington hall. 

Ryevitalise youR RiveR

l If you would like to know more, please 
visit www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/ryevitalise. 
There is also an online survey, allowing 
people to comment on the scope of the 
project. Please visit, www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/Ryevitalise. The project is supported 
by the National Lottery through the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, the North York Moors National 
Park Authority and other partners.

 NoRTheRN 
Tues 10 apr 2018 @ 7pm 
Thurs 4 Oct 2018 @ 7pm

souTheRN 
Thurs 12 apr 2018 @7pm
Tues 09 Oct 2018 @ 7pm

WesTeRN 
Tues 17 apr 2018 @ 7.15pm
Tues 16 Oct 2018 @ 7.15pm

CoAsTAl 
Tues 24 apr 2018 @ 7pm
Thurs 25 Oct 2018  @ 7pm
Venues for all meetings to  
be confirmed. These meetings 
are open to all.

Parish Forum 
2018 dates

scouts help clear drainage culverts

Keeping it in the family

Clearing stone 
pitching on the 

Lyke Wake Walk
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Brown long-eared bat

once a lifeblood for communities, providing 
water and power, our connection to the river 
is being lost. ‘ryevitalise’ is a £2.8 million 
Landscape partnership Scheme currently in 
development, which if successful, will deliver a 
four-year programme from spring 2019. Inspired 
by local communities, the project will revitalise the 
rye’s wildlife and heritage, reconnecting people 
to the river and supporting the regeneration of 
the landscape through an exciting mix of projects. 
examples of specific areas of interest include:
l Identifying the best habitats for restoration 
and expansion, combating invasive species and 
creating habitat corridors that allow wildlife to 
roam without obstacle.
l Developing a deeper understanding of our rare 
and important species, such as the Alcathoe bat 

and the white-clawed crayfish.
l restoring the rye’s ancient woodland.
l  Improving water quality by supporting work to 
reduce pollution.
l providing a diverse range of community 
engagement and education opportunities, 
including a ‘young angler’ initiative and the chance 
to take part in ‘citizen science’ research projects. 

The stage-two application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund is currently under development, 
and is due to be submitted in october 2018. 
Consultation events begin in November 2017 and 
will continue through to late spring. The team 
look forward to meeting with and talking to as 
many people as possible, ensuring the project 
incorporates a vast wealth of local knowledge and 
ideas. 



The second exciting community dig to be carried out as part of ‘This exploited 
Land of Iron’ took place from 25 July – 5 August; uncovering a bit of the mystery 
of the Goathland incline. 

The dig site was an important 
part of the original 1835 Whitby 
to Pickering railway, which used 
horse power to haul the wagons and 
carriages. However, the one-in-five 
incline between Goathland and Beck 
Hole was too much for the horses, 
so an ingenious gravity system using 
water butts was created.

A decade later and Victorian 
technology had leaped forward; 
so the horse-drawn railway was 
converted to steam, as was the 
incline; with a stationary engine and 
turntable at the top. In 1865, an 
alternative route with a shallower 
gradient was adopted, so the incline 
was eliminated altogether. The 
buildings were demolished, the site 
was abandoned and the rest, as 
they say, is history.

Due to its early date, little is 
known about the layout of the 

incline system, and so a decision 
was made to open a series of 
trenches that targeted known 
historical structures and possible 
new structures identified with a 
LiDAR survey, which uses lasers to 
see through vegetation.

Allotments
Three trenches were opened 

over a circular feature suspected 
to be a turntable, one over some 
potential building remains, and 
another over the alleged stationary 
engine house. The engine house 
proved true, but unfortunately not 
the rest. The turntable was in fact 
a reservoir, possibly for the water 
butts, and what looked like building 
remains were probably instead the 
remains of allotment beds. 

Not to be defeated, permission 

was gained to open a further six 
small test pits, and remarkably, 
the remains of the turntable were 
found in three (two edges and 
at the centre point). This was a 
highlight of the excavation and 
was the fruitful work of a few very 
determined volunteers. One of the 
smaller test pits also identified the 
corner of a brick building that had 
been demolished.

A successful dig, but questions 
remain. How deep does the engine 
house go? Where was the cable 
drum for the incline? What is the 
small brick building?

These questions will have to 
wait until we can sift through the 
evidence uncovered and report back 
in detail. We would like to extend a 
big thank you to our volunteers 
and to the members of the local 
community who came to visit us.

National Citizen 
Service
National Citizen Service (NCS) is a 
four week programme for 15–17 
year olds. The programme generally 
consists of an ‘adventure week’, 
followed by a skills-development 
phase, and a final week of social 
action in the community. Mary-Jane 
Alexander, Youth Engagement Officer 
at the National Park Authority says: 
“This year we have provided over 250 
NCS participants with conservation 
sessions, including nest-box building, 
surveys and bracken-bashing. We hope 
to expand this to over 500 participants 
in 2018.”

Engaging with 
schools 
Daniel Moncrieff, Head of Education 
and Youth Engagement says: “Our 
aim is to have a different school 
group visit the Park every day of the 
week. In particular, we’re keen to 
reach schools from outside the Park 
boundary and those within deprived 
communities. Our enrichment days 
can involve gardening, path-clearing 
and beach-cleaning, and we can also 
offer work experience placements to 
students who are interested in the role 
of the Authority across the Park.”

Spotlight on Youth Engagement

ThE National Park Authority 
has set an ambitious plan to 
significantly increase the number 
of young people that use the 
Park, either through volunteering 
opportunities, school visits, 
apprenticeships, or programmes 
such as National Citizen Service.

Entrusting thE futurE of thE Moors
ThE North York Moors 
National Park Trust is a new 
charitable trust that has been 
set up to help secure the future 
of the North York Moors. 

The Trust was formally 
launched on 3 November at the 
Inspired by… gallery at the Moors 
National Park Centre, Danby. 

The Trust will work to support 
the protection and improvement 
of the Moors, the wildlife it 
supports, and to keep local 
traditions and heritage alive. 
‘Making connections’ is a constant 
theme for the Trust, for example; 
between people and landscape, 
wildlife and habitats, people from 
different backgrounds and across 
generations. Other priorities are 
to work with young people and 
local communities, protect the 
unique landscape and promote 
access for everyone.

Although it is very early days, 
the Trust has already initiated an 

annual ‘Young Rangers Award’, 
set up to recognise the efforts 
of young people in conserving, 
promoting access or working 
with communities in the National 
Park. Other early projects include 
butterfly conservation, and an art 

award is planned for launch in 
2018.

Andy Wilson, Chair of the 
Trust, is pleased with progress: 
“Setting up the Trust realises 
part of a long held ambition to 
maximise efforts to conserve the 

landscape and wildlife of the area 
and help people to enjoy and 
learn about it. The Trust aims 
to grow steadily over time to 
become a major player in looking 
after this unique landscape which 
has a special place in the hearts 
of so many.”  

The Trust is an independent 
body with nine trustees who are 
all passionate about the area. 
It is being supported by, and 
has links with the National Park 
Authority which will help it to 
maximise the achievement of 
its charitable objectives. It also 
hopes to make strong links with 
businesses, local communities 
and individuals as projects and 
fund-raising progresses.

l To donate or find out more 
information about the Trust 
and what it does, please go 
to www.northyorkmoorstrust.
uk or email enquiries@north 
yorkmoorstrust.uk
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An art award is planned for launch in 2018

   PeoPle in the Park 

LAuNChING a new business in a rural community is a courageous decision, particularly for someone still 
in their twenties, and particularly when that business involves what many might consider a ‘dying trade’. 

Tools of the trade
For 28 year-old Katie Ventress 

however, founder of ‘KV Artist 
Blacksmith’, blacksmithing is not 
just a nine-to-five job, but a true 
vocation and an outlet for her 
considerable creative talents.

“I studied for a degree in 3D 
Contemporary Design at York 
College, but at the time, I had 
absolutely no idea that I would use 
my skills to become a blacksmith,” 
says Katie, who grew up in West 
Barnby and Sandsend.

 “It was a friend who encouraged 
me to apply for an apprenticeship 
at Godbold Blacksmiths, and from 
day one, I could envisage using the 
techniques I was learning to create 
all sorts of objects and fascinating 
designs.”

Godbold Blacksmiths is a well-
established wrought ironwork and 
metal fabrication company based in 
Egton. James Godbold and his team 
also regularly take on apprentices, 
training young people from across 
the region in the skills of the trade.

traditional
“As part of my four-year 

apprenticeship, I spent about a week 
each month down at Herefordshire 
and Ludlow College, which is the 
best place in the country to study 
blacksmithing,” continues Katie, 
who looks perfectly at home in 
her iron- and soot-filled workshop. 
“Everything we did there was 100% 
traditional, there was no welding 
or fabrication. For my final piece I 
created a reclining chair, complete 
with leather upholstery, and it 
was when this won at the Great 
Yorkshire Show, I started to think I 
could really make a career of this.”

After six years of training, Katie 
managed to secure the funding she 
needed to establish her own forge 
in Hinderwell, near Saltburn, in 

June of this year. It’s early days, but 
her incredibly intricate work and 
lifelike animal sculptures are already 
attracting significant attention 
online and orders are coming in. 
The majority of Katie’s creations are 
both artistic and functional items, 
such as fireside companion sets, but 
she can also create large decorative 
pieces and private commissions.

“A lot of my work has gone to 
galleries so far, but that’s great, as 
that’s where people are going to 
find out about me,” says Katie.

“I’m really enjoying creating a 
range of octopus pieces at the 
moment, so I think my dream 
commission would maybe be an 
octopus chandelier, or something 
with lots of tentacles!”

Tea and turntables

Youth 
volunteering
Volunteering in the North York Moors 
National Park can start with children 
as young as four, as part of the 
Authority’s ‘Explorer Club’ activities. 
Explorer Club meets once a month 
and combines practical conservation 
projects such as tree planting with a 
closer look at the North York Moors' 
wildlife and habitats. The Authority is 
keen to provide a pathway by which 
young people can remain engaged 
with the Park from their early years 
through to adulthood, and has recently 
promoted a new ‘Young Rangers 
Group’ to recognise those who are 
carrying out valuable conservation 
work. Mary-Jane says “Our original 
target was to support 2000 youth 
volunteer days per year by 2020. 
However, by supporting schemes such 
as the Duke of Edinburgh Awards, and 
through our own initiatives like the 
Cleveland Way Adoption Scheme, we 
should surpass this target in 2018.”

Funded transport 
Travelling to and from the National 
Park can be challenging for young 
people. Through partnering with 
Northern Rail on the Esk Valley Line, 
free tickets are available for those 
volunteering in the Park.

Apprenticeships 
The Authority set up its first apprentice scheme in 2002 to help young people 
develop the skills and confidence to find jobs locally and therefore sustain local 
communities. Now, 15% of its workforce is apprentices. The rewards of this are 
huge. In a typical two years, a team of conservation apprentices will enrich 20 
hectares of habitats, improve 40km of recreational routes and build or repair 
4.5km of dry stone wall, hedge or fence boundaries. Other apprenticeships being 
carried out with the National Park Authority include Business Administration and 
Tourism and Hospitality.

investing
in our young

l To see more of Katie’s work, visit www.kvblacksmith.com



The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Mobile and broadband
The rollout of superfast broadband 
and extension of the mobile network 
to cover the ‘not spot’ and improve 
the ‘grot spot’ areas of the Park 
remain key issues of concern for 
the Authority, local communities and 
businesses. 

The Authority has been in 
discussion with the home Office 
to ensure the new emergency 
communications network is 
developed, with the need for up 
to 12 additional mast sites in the 
National Park, which should also 
accommodate 4G commercial cover 
provided by ee.

At a national level, National 
Parks england continues to press 
the Culture Secretary to address the 
specific issues faced by most National 
Parks on the speed of broadband 
delivery, while in North Yorkshire, 
the third phase of superfast roll 
out is imminent with 95% coverage 
expected by 2020.

More information available at: 
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-
us/meetings-and-agendas/parish-
forums

Access for all
WOrk by Yorkshire Water has 
opened up a popular walk at Cod 
Beck reservoir, Osmotherley, to 
wheelchair users by adding a rADAr-
key-operated gate on the western 
side, close to the car park. This 
means access for all to a route that’s 
level, sheltered and highly scenic – 
and much used by dog-walkers, bird-
watchers and picknickers.

Christmas Craft Fair
The Moors National Park Centre’s 
free Christmas Craft Fair takes place 
on Saturday 18 November at Danby. 
The event will celebrate the very 
best of local arts, country crafts and 
seasonal gifts, from jewellery and 
ceramics to tree decorations, scented 
soaps and handmade chocolates. 
There’s also a visit from Santa, 
traditional music and children’s craft-
making activities. Drop in any time 
between 10.30am and 4.30pm. 
Visit the ‘What’s on’ page of the 
website for more information.

Farmer’s network
The National Park Authority is 
looking to build up its network of 
farmers and other land managers 
in the Park so that we can share 
information, pass on invitations, offer 
opportunities and gather opinion. 
If you would like to be included on 
our contact list, please get in touch 
with rachel Smith at conservation@
northyorkmoors.org.uk or on 01439 
772700.
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Work is continuing on the new Local Plan. This is 
the document the North York Moors National Park 
Authority will use to base its decisions on what is or 
isn’t given planning permission in the National Park. 

Initial views were sought last autumn and we would like to thank the many 
people who responded.

The Authority has now had a chance to think more about the direction 
the Plan may take and is seeking opinion on whether this is along the right 
lines. The Authority has just published a document called ‘Current Thinking’ 
which sets out the potential approach to three key areas of planning policy 
– which villages may see a limited amount of new development in the future; 
the amount and type of housing we wish to encourage; and which open 
spaces are important to the character of our town and villages and to our 
local communities.  

Paul Fellows, head of Strategic Policy at the North York Moors National 
Park Authority explains: “We are now asking for your views and local 
knowledge to help us produce a plan that will help look after the North York 
Moors in the years to come. In particular we’ve identified undeveloped spaces 
in helmsley and 61 villages which we think are important due to the form 
of the settlement and their distinctive character. We are asking those who 
live, work and enjoy those places whether the Authority has identified the 
right spaces for extra protection and whether there are any more spaces that 
haven’t been included”. 

Maps, as well as the main consultation document are available at www.
northyorkmoors.org.uk/currentthinking. Copies have also been sent to all 
Parish Councils and are available at our offices in helmsley, our Visitor 
Centres at Danby and Sutton Bank or in local libraries.
Consultation runs until 24 November 2017. Email us any thoughts 
at policy@northyorkmoors.org.uk, or write to us using the address 
below.

planning matters:
Are we heading in 
the right direction?

keNNeTh Grahame penned ‘Wind in the Willows’ in 1908. 
Among the four main characters was a jaunty water vole 
(unfortunately named ratty) that enjoyed messing about in boats, 
and who taught a good-natured mole the ways of the river which 
he so dearly loved. however, such peaceful days would not last 
for pre-war Britain – or for water voles.

The National Park Authority sets 
high standards of customer service 
and performance that are monitored 
through a variety of measures – 
including those set out here. This 
suite of measures is currently under 
review. If you have any suggestions 
about what you’d like to see here, 
please email them to feedback@
northyorkmoors.org.uk or write to 
the address below. 

How are we 
performing?

  fuNCtioN  iNdiCAtor   2016/17
  tArgEt      ACtuAl CommENtS

Conservation

Percentage of National Park managed in 
line with NPA conservation objectives 80% 67% *

* 2015/16 figure 
Figure not yet available from 
Natural england for 2016/17

+1922ha -16407ha * 
Net annual change in area of National 
Park managed in line with NPA 
conservation objectives

recreation
Percentage of footpaths and other  
Public rights of Way that are easy to use 
by the public

80% 85%
Figure based on surveying a 
sample of rights of Way – highest 
it’s been in the past five years

Visitor 
services

Satisfaction rating for users of ‘promoting 
understanding’ services (Visitor Centres, 
Website, education and events)

90% 100% Figure only available for education

Planning

Planning applications determined  
in a timely manner 80% 79% First time in a number of years that 

this has fallen just below target

Major applications determined within 
13 weeks 60% 91% Only a small number of major 

applications received each year

Minor applications determined within
8 weeks 65% 77% Slight decrease on last year

Other applications determined within
8 weeks 80% 80% Slight decrease on last year

Satisfaction with the Planning service 90% 93% Survey carried out every other 
year – last completed May 2016

Percentage of appeals dismissed  
(average over 4 years) 67% 73% In 2016 92% of appeals were 

dismissed.

Planning cost per head of population £29.67 £30.13 Cost includes development control and 
relevant building conservation services

Customer 
services

Telephone calls answered personally 
within 5 rings 98% 94% Slightly lower than previous year

Correspondence answered within  
10 working days 98% 95% excludes planning department 

correspondence

   

american mink
What       Spot

 

www.wildstock.co.uk

The first national 
water vole surveys 
were not done until 
1989 and 1998 by 
the Vincent Wildlife 
Trust, when a cat-
astrophic decline of 
almost 90% from 
suitable areas was 
realised. In reality 
these surveys came 
too late, as the water 
voles’ troubles had 
begun much earlier. Agricultural 
change had degraded and polluted 
much of its unmodified, vegetated 
river habitat and the first of many 
American mink farms opened 
in 1929 – from which escapees 
would turn feral. This became 
problematic for the peaceful voles, 
as they had not evolved to live 
alongside mink, which predate 
them in the water, on land, and in 
their burrows. 

The TeL (This exploited 
Land) team is running a project 
supported by the heritage Lottery 

Fund to save water 
voles in the Park, 
which will also 
benefit many other 
species. We already 
have a good picture 
of where surviving 
populations of 
water voles are, so 
the initial step is to 
try and understand 
numbers and move-
ments of mink, and 

any control that is already going 
on. From this we can work out 
how we can secure and hopefully 
expand our water vole populations.

If you are interested in water 
vole monitoring, please contact 
Sam Newton on 01439 772770, 
or s.newton@northyorkmoors.org.
uk. Please also report any mink 
sightings, and let us know if you’re 
already carrying out control. This 
time of year is when juvenile mink 
will be travelling large distances 
along and near water in search of 
a territory of their own.

Water vole

to

Funding success
exTerNAL funding has become 
an increasingly important part of 
how the Authority delivers its work, 
enabling us to do more against a 
backdrop of cuts to public spending. 
The Authority has been proactive in 
seeking new opportunities to secure 
external funding and to make sure we 
only submit applications of the highest 
quality. In 2016/17 the Authority led 
six bids for external funding achieving 
a 100% success rate and securing over 
£2.6m for the North York Moors. 
These bids included projects in the 
rye Valley, the ‘Moor to Sea’ project, 
and our work to help rare Turtle 
Doves. More exciting projects are 
in development and fingers crossed 
we will be updating you with more 
success stories.

rjbphotographic.co.uk


