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Royal mark of approval

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk

THE exceptional apprenticeship programme run by the North York Moors
National Park Authority has been honoured with a prestigious 2018 Princess
Royal Training Award.
The Authority now stands along
side 47 other UK organisations –
including John Lewis, GSK and the
Royal Air Force – which have each
been recognised for their outstanding
training and development schemes.
The North York Moors National
Park launched its apprenticeship
programme in 2002, as part of its
efforts to help young people stay in
the area. Since this time, the scheme
has supported 120 young people to
become ‘job ready’, directly addressing
local skills shortages. The Authority
now employs 17 apprentices across
business administration, tourism and
conservation, making up 14% of
total staff.

,
s
t
n
e
d
i
s
e
R
r
a
e

D

Caption??

NATIONAL Parks were first
designated in the UK more than
60 years ago (the North York
Moors on 28 November 1952).

Opportunity
Kelsey Williamson, from Scar
borough, joined the Authority as a
Business Administration Apprentice
in 2016, she said:
“After my A-levels I had plenty of
qualifications on paper, but I didn’t feel
as though I had the real-world skills
and experience to back those up.

PARISH FORUM
2019 DATES
NORTHERN

Tues 2 Apr 2019 @ 7pm
Thurs 3 Oct 2019 @ 7pm

SOUTHERN

Thurs 4 Apr 2019 @7pm
Tues 15 Oct 2019 @ 7pm

WESTERN

Tues 9 Apr 2019 @ 7.15pm
Tues 22 Oct 2019 @ 7.15pm

COASTAL

Tues 11 Apr 2019 @ 7pm
Thurs 24 Oct 2019 @ 7pm

Venues for all meetings to
be confirmed. These meetings
are open to all.

“I saw the apprenticeship on
the website and I jumped at the
opportunity. Before I started, I had
no idea just how many different
roles there were within a National
Park, but having worked alongside
the Planning team and then with the
Rangers, I’ve seen two very different
sides of what the Authority does.”
Kelsey also organised the National
Park’s Apprentice Forum, where
apprentices from different teams
could share skills and experiences.
The Forum now meets every two
months, and has included visits to the
Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District
to understand more about how other
national parks work.
Joining as a Business Administration
Apprentice in September 2018 is
Rebecca Simpson, who recently
completed her A-levels at Scarborough
Sixth Form College. Rebecca said:
“I applied for university and
received five offers to study Business,
but the financial commitment involved
really played on my mind, so I kept
an eye out for alternative career

paths. Turning down those places felt
like a big decision, but I really feel like
the apprenticeship is the best of both
worlds, practical experience with a
qualification on top.”

Commitment
Ian Nicholls, Head of Corporate
Services, works closely with the
apprentices during their two years
with the National Park. He said:
“Although we’ve seen cuts to
our budgets in recent years, we are
increasing the financial resources
for apprenticeships and are actively
working with schools to promote
these opportunities to those coming
to an end of their time in formal
education.
“We are over the moon to receive
the Princess Royal Training Award,
as it recognises our commitment
to providing outstanding training for
young people. Having apprentices
employed in such a wide range of
roles has contributed to a more
vibrant and innovative working

environment. They are as important
as any other employee, and make
a huge contribution to our ability to
protect and conserve the beautiful
North York Moors.”
The announcement of the Award
came just a few weeks after Lord
Gardiner, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Rural Affairs,
visited the North York Moors and
praised the Authority’s sectorleading approach to apprenticeships.
September also saw the National Park
Authority crowned Employer of the
Year for Yorkshire and the Humber at
the National Apprenticeship Awards,
giving cause for double celebration.
Apprenticeships are just one way
for young people to become involved
with the work of the National Park
Authority. Schemes such as the
Young Rangers and Explorer Club
mean that there are opportunities
available for children from the age of
four, right through to adulthood.
l For more information, please
visit www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
about-us

Healthy Park, healthy people
EXCITING new research carried out by academics at the University of York shows that for every
£1 invested by the government, the North York Moors National Park generates approximately
£7.21 of health and well-being benefits for visitors and volunteers.
Richard Gunton, Director of Park
Services, said: “This report confirms
that the activities delivered by the
National Park Authority not only
have an overwhelmingly positive
impact on the health and well-being
of visitors and volunteers, but also a
real value to the economy as well.”
The North York Moors is one
of 13 National Parks in England
and Wales, each of which receives
a grant from the government. Until
now, the return on investment for the
government in terms of the health and
well-being of people using National
Parks has not been calculated. This
research therefore marks a crucial
first step in understanding how

National Parks can best measure the
true impact they have on those they
engage with.
Philip Linsley, Deputy Dean
and Professor of Accounting and
Risk at the University of York, who
co-authored the report along with
Robert McMurray, Professor of
Work and Organisation, said:
“This
initial
analysis
only
looked at the health and wellbeing outcomes for volunteers and
visitors to the National Park, and
only activities funded through the
National Park Grant from Defra.
“As a result, other groups who
may experience benefits, such
as school children, and activities

Ebor Images

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

funded through grant schemes, fell
outside the scope of this report.
This means that the value of £7.21
is likely to be an under-estimate.
“It’s also important that we don’t
get too hung up on the numbers.
While the final figure is important,
it can never
trulylong-eared
convey what
a
Brown
bat
National Park means to individuals,
communities and indeed the
nation. It’s therefore important that
the result is considered carefully
alongside the stories of what it
means to be a visitor or a volunteer
in a National Park.”
l To read the full report, please
visit www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/
healthandwellbeing

Since then several reviews of
them have taken place and the
government has recently announced
a new review. We are excited about
this – indeed it’s something we had
asked for.
The review panel is looking at the
following areas:
•	Whether any of the National
Parks should be extended and
should there be new ones?
•	How effectively the purposes are
being met.
•	How well National Parks support
local communities.
• Can governance be improved?
• The financing of National Parks.
•	Enhancing environment and
biodiversity.
•	How National Parks are
delivering the Government’s 25
year Environment Plan and the 8
Point Plan for National Parks.
•	How to connect more people
with the natural environment
from all walks of life.
The two purposes of National
Parks are A) conservation and
B) recreation and enjoyment of the
Park’s special qualities.
A team from the review panel
has already visited the North York
Moors and is keen to receive further
views. The National Park itself will be
discussing the review in December
before making a formal submission to
the panel. We would very much like
to hear your thoughts on any of the
subjects above. This review is likely
to set the agenda for many years to
come and I am sure you will agree
that it is vital that residents’ views are
well heard. If you send comments to
me I will make sure we bear these in
mind before completing our report
to Members and will forward them to
the panel if you request it.

Andy Wilson

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)

Blog: http://northyorkmoorsnationalpark.wordpress.com

Spotlight on Coastal Experiences

THERE’S MOOR
TO SEA

People in the Park

It takes a village

Smugglers
Trail
Narrow alleyways, cascaded
walkways and cottages huddled
by steep cliffs – it’s easy to see
why Robin Hood’s Bay might
have looked attractive to an
18th century smuggler looking
to offload contraband such as
gin and tea. In partnership with
Yorkshire Trails, the National
Park has launched a self-guided
trail to enable visitors to learn
more about why this popular
beauty spot was once ideal
for illicit trade. Armed with a
map and a booklet, visitors are invited to
try and solve the mystery of the missing
stash along the Smugglers’ Trail. Key
hotspots of smuggler activity are marked,
such as clifftop vantage points, the
tunnel below the slipway, and The Bolts
where smugglers would be warned of the
impending arrival of customs officers. The
trail pack was developed in consultation
with local residents, and is designed to
complement existing visitor experiences
such as guided walking tours and the
museum.

IN 2017, the North York Moors Rural
Coastal Community Team secured a
grant of £275,000 to help promote new
activities along the glorious coastline
from Saltburn to Cloughton. The overall
aim of the Moor to Sea project is to
help support the area economically
by encouraging visitors to stay longer,
spend more and travel sustainably.

SINCE June of this year, the Thornton le Dale Village Hub has developed from a concept to an enthusiastic
troop of 95 busy volunteers, thanks in no small part to the work of Denise Rajab and Roger Sharples.
With its sights set on reviving the
full glory of their village, the group
has already collected more than 120
large bags of rubbish, painted railings,
cleared undergrowth and established a
new website.
“We’re so lucky in Thornton
le Dale,” said Denise, after a busy
morning of painting. “We have lovely
shops and cafes, but these depend on
visitors coming into the village and
spending their time and money here,
and both Roger and I felt that was
under threat.”
In 2017, Denise, Roger and a
group of interested residents started
to discuss how best they could help
restore their beloved village to its
former splendour. They produced a
16-page report on how the pond
could be developed into a community
asset to be proud of, and approached
both the Parish Council and National
Park Authority for advice. In April
2018, a questionnaire was distributed
to every household in the village,

Geocaching in
Sandsend

Betsy & Bo
Staithes

Supporting local
business

Ceri Oakes

An important part of the Moor to Sea
project is working with tourism businesses
along the North York Moors coast to
help them maximise the potential of
their fabulous location by developing new
packages and experiences, particularly
during off-peak seasons.
Over 230 businesses have become part
of the North York Moors Coastal Network,
with 18 workshops held, covering topics
from marketing to customer care. The
increased popularity of the North York
Moors coastline means it’s an exciting
time to be working in tourism, and through
closer collaboration businesses can really
boost the region’s appeal to visitors.

The National Park Authority is keen
to encourage sustainable methods of
transport into and around the Park,
including using trains, buses and cycling.
The 'Moor to Sea Cycle Network'
connects Scarborough, Whitby, Dalby
Forest, Pickering and Great Ayton in
a stunning series of moorland, forest
and coastal loops. There are around
150 miles to explore, split into eleven
separate sections, including the former
Scarborough to Whitby railway (the

Green travel
'Cinder Track'). Over the last 12 months,
the National Park has worked with
a number of businesses in the area,
supporting and encouraging them to
become as cycle-friendly as possible; by,
for example, providing route information,
high quality cycle storage and bike wash
and repair facilities. The aim is to help
encourage longer stays for cyclists, so
they can explore the area in more depth,

rather than just passing through.
The National Park continues to
work closely with the region’s railways;
including helping to promote the Esk
Valley Railway to communities in and
around Middlesbrough. In July, the
Park also teamed up with the Arriva
X93 service (which runs between
Guisborough, Whitby, Robin Hood’s
Bay and Scarborough) to offer a unique
sightseeing tour with audio guide along
the North Yorkshire coast.

Tony Bartholomew

Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunt,
where participants use GPS devices
to help track down hidden containers,
also known as ‘caches’. In June, the
National Park launched a Geocache Arts
Trail at Sandsend, featuring six linocut
stamps produced by six local artists. The
beautiful images include a steam train,
an ammonite and Whitby Abbey. Each
stamp corresponds to a page in the trail
booklet, allowing families to create a
colourful souvenir to remember their day
of exploring.

which gathered opinions on areas
requiring development and ideas for
future initiatives. The results were
shared at a presentation night in June,
and by the end of the evening, scores
of volunteers had signed up.
The Hub is now organised into a
number of smaller groups that focus
on particular activities, such as litterpicking, spring bulb planting and work
around the pond.
“The strength and success of the
Hub is totally dependent upon the
involvement and commitment of
members of the community,” said
Roger. “It is very important that they
feel they can express their ideas and
these ideas are listened to. Volunteers
need to have ownership of the
activities that the Hub is developing.”

Future plans
Future plans include a nature trail,
a pond-dipping spot, picnic areas and
a village-wide planting scheme with
potential future entry into ‘Yorkshire
in Bloom’. They’re even seeking
advice on how to tie their work in with
the national curriculum, and how best
they can meet the needs of people
with a range of disabilities.
David Smith, Senior Ranger for the
National Park Authority said: “The
progress made in Thornton le Dale
is a fantastic example of what can
be achieved when different groups
come together. The commitment and
enthusiasm of the Village Hub, along
with the gardening volunteers who
care for the car park and the staff
and volunteers at the National Park
has had a really positive impact. The
village has a very bright and beautiful
future ahead!”
To read more about the Village
Hub and its work, please visit www.
thorntonledalevillagehub.org.
l For advice on setting up your
own community volunteer
group, please contact
Volunteers
Officer
Ryan Chenery on
01439 772700.

Denise Rajab and Roger Sharples

Volunteers paint the village railings

New wood carving next to the pond

ELECTRIC FISHING: A stunning experience
AUTUMN in the National Park might be
associated with crisp woodland walks and fungi
foraging, but it’s also the season that a specially
trained team of staff and volunteers carry out
important fish surveys along the River Esk.

Antony Fleming

Looking slightly like the North York Moors’ answer
to Ghostbusters, one team member wears a backpack
which holds a battery and control box. A cathode
(the positive terminal) trails behind the backpack
resting in the water and the operator holds a pole
with a metal ring on the end (the anode or negative
terminal). Once the operator places the anode in the
water and turns the system on, a small current is able
to pass through the water between the two terminals.
This temporarily stuns the fish, enabling them to be
caught in nets and buckets. The fish are then quickly
transferred to a large holding tank, before being
measured, aged and released. They suffer no ill effects
from their stunning experience.
A small number of sites across the Esk catchment
have been monitored by the Environment Agency this

way over the past two decades. Now, thanks to new
funding from the Postcode Lottery Trust, more people
can survey more sites, allowing the team to establish
a much bigger picture of the health of the river system
and gain a better understanding of population changes.
Kate Bailey, from the Esk and Coastal Streams
Catchment Partnership, explains the importance of
the project:
“Atlantic salmon hatch and spend their first two to
three years in the Esk, before swimming out to sea.
Unfortunately, we know the species is really struggling
due to a wide variety of issues including water quality,
habitat disruption, barriers to fish migration and poor
survival rates at sea.
“Monitoring juvenile numbers across the Esk at
the same time each year will begin to highlight areas
where these issues are magnified, and can therefore
inform the important conservation work that we
undertake in the catchment.”
l For more information, please visit www.
yorkshireeskriverstrust.org

Buildings Register
Shooting box,
Roseberry Topping

Buildings register reaches completion
A MAJOR task to survey over 3,000 listed buildings in the National Park is complete, thanks to the dedication of a small group of
buildings conservation volunteers.
Traditionally, surveying listed buildings relied on
large amounts of printed materials, such as maps,
historic photos, building descriptions and historic
condition sheets. As well as being heavy, unwieldy
and difficult to work with in adverse weather, the
data collected in this way then had to be manually
entered onto a digital database once back in the
office.
In 2013, Historic England awarded a grant to
the North York Moors National Park Authority to
develop a bespoke app that would allow survey
data to be collected directly onto a mobile device
and automatically uploaded to the main database.
The app provides those undertaking the survey with
maps, descriptions and the appropriate forms, and
the user can also take photos to further support their

findings. Although the development of the app itself
took only a few months, the process of visiting all
3000+ listed buildings in the Park and determining
which of those are most at risk from neglect or decay,
has been an enormous undertaking.

Great fun
Buildings Conservation Volunteer Chris Hall
has been involved with the project since the very
beginning. He said: “Between myself and my wife
we’ve surveyed 1,032 buildings, and for the most
part it’s been great fun! What’s not to like about
being sent out in the National Park to look at
interesting things?
“People often imagine listed buildings only covers

things with four walls and a roof, but in fact it covers
a huge array of sites and monuments, from people’s
homes to remote moorland stones.”
Clair Shields of the National Park Authority said:
“Our dedicated team of volunteers has persevered
through the inevitable IT glitches, and their feedback
has helped us create a truly invaluable tool that
saves both time and a vast quantity of paper.”
“We now have a good understanding of the
condition of the heritage in the National Park,
including those listed buildings that have fallen into
disrepair, or are vulnerable to further deterioration.
This helps the Authority target its advice and resources
to buildings that are most in need of help.”

DESIGN AWARD WINNERS 2018
THE Design Awards celebrate the most innovative and distinctive new developments completed within the
North York Moors over the past five years.

Runswick Bay

Established in 2010, the Awards
recognise outstanding projects where
extra consideration had been taken
for aspects including materials,
workmanship, level of innovation and
overall appearance. This year, for the
first time, the scheme celebrated not
only great built design, but also the
best landscaping work carried out in
association with other projects.
The 2018 winners are:
Best Extension Nawton Tower
Entrance
Best Conversion Hall Farm Barns
(Judges Commendation: Thomas of
Helmsley)
Best Non Residential Development
Mount Grace Priory and Rievaulx
Abbey Visitor Centre (Joint Winners)
Best Conservation Project
Duncombe Park Tuscan Temple
Best Landscaping Project Runswick

Bay sea wall (Judges Commendation:
The Old Rye kennels)
Briony Fox from the National Park
Authority, said: “We were delighted
to add Best Landscaping Project as
a category this year, as it reflects
the fact that great design isn’t just
about great buildings, but about how
a development fits into its immediate
surroundings, and indeed the wider
landscape of the North York Moors.”
The Runswick Bay Sea Wall,
completed this year, protects over
100 properties from flooding, while
remaining sensitive to the rich
ecology of the foreshore. Rockpools
and grooves were cut into the new
stone to help speed-up colonisation
by marine invertebrates, and ‘seed
boulders’ (boulders already colonised
with seaweed and other species) used
to help speed up the process.

l Design advice and information for those wanting to build or alter buildings in the North York Moors National Park can be found in the Authority’s
Design Guide, available at www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/spd

Minerals and Waste
OVER the past few years the Authority
has been working closely with North
Yorkshire County Council and City of
York Council to prepare new minerals
and waste planning policies for the
combined area.
These policies will be contained in a
Minerals and Waste Joint Plan, which, when
finalised, will provide a new basis for planning
decisions on proposed developments such
as oil and gas exploration and production.
This is a key issue facing the National Park
as a result of current Government initiatives
to promote exploration of the country’s
shale gas potential. Work on the Plan is at
an advanced stage and it had been expected
that it would be ready for formal adoption
by the end of 2018.
Development of a robust and
comprehensive local planning policy for
shale gas is necessary in order to ensure
that proper protection is given to the
National Park and other highly sensitive
areas. Earlier this year, an independent
planning inspector scrutinised the draft
Plan, and indicated initial support for
many of the policies. However, following
recent Government policy statements, the
inspector has since said she wishes to
receive further views from organisations
and individuals involved.
The three Authorities are developing
their further response to the inspector on
this important matter and it is now expected
that the Plan will be ready for adoption by
mid-2019. An updated position statement
on shale gas and fracking will be provided
in the New Year. In the meantime, detailed
updates on progress with the Plan are
available on the Minerals and Waste Joint
Plan examination web pages via the North
Yorkshire County Council website (www.
northyorks.gov.uk/minerals-and-wastejoint-plan-examination).

What to
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WINTER
DUNG
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HOW ARE WE PERFORMING?
We set high standards of customer service and performance that are monitored through
a variety of measures – including those set out below. The suite of measures reported on
was reviewed in 2018 to fit with the Authority’s new Business Plan.
FUNCTION

Providing
an
excellent
service

Running an
effective
and efficient
organisation

INDICATOR

Result
2017/18

Amount spent on grants
to individuals, communities
and businesses in the Park

£353,346

The Authority continues to be strongly
committed to offering grants for conservation
and community initiatives

Footpaths and other Public
rights of way that are ‘easy
to use’

80%

Target met – result is from November 2016.
Next survey due later this year

Planning applications
determined in a timely
manner

79%

The combined target of 80% was narrowly
missed, despite meeting the individual targets for
‘major’, ‘minor’ and ‘other’ planning applications

COMMENTS

Number of free public
toilets supported by NPA

17

Includes eight public toilets in NPA carparks/
Visitor Centres, and financial support to a
further nine

Number of volunteer days
provided

13,207*

The target is to reach 23,000 volunteer days
per year by 2021.
*Figure represents current estimate

Costs of Corporate Services
as a % of gross costs
Phone/email answering by
a real person

5%

This meets the Authority’s target of 5%

The Authority continues to answer all phone calls in person
during office hours

Invoices paid within 30 days

98%

Target 100%

Planning appeals won

80%

In the UK the average % planning appeals
won by all authorities is 67%

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Woodsmith Mine
mitigation measures
AS the development of the
Woodsmith Polyhalite Mine near
Whitby continues, the Authority is
undertaking a range of projects
to offset the impacts of the
development on the National Park.
If you are an individual who would
like more information, or a member
of a group who would welcome a
speaker to one of your meetings to
learn more about the development
and the projects being undertaken
as part of the planning obligations,
please contact Briony Fox, Director
of Polyhalite Projects b.fox@
northyorkmoors.org.uk

Dark Skies
THE 2019 Dark Skies Festival will
take place from 15 February to
3 March. The 2018 Festival
included stargazing, night zip-lines,
wildlife and ghost walks, starlight
runs, games, activities and more!
The full programme schedule and
booking details will be available on
www.darkskiesnationalparks.org.uk
later in 2018.

Boundary signs
THE National Park Authority recently
sold 34 signs from the 1970s which
originally replaced the old Yorkshire
Rose boundary signs. The sale of
these signs has made over £6,000
to help maintain public Rights of
Way, with one sign alone selling
for more than £800! If you were
one of the hundreds of bidders on
our online auctions, or if you now
have a National Park boundary sign
displayed proudly in your home or
garden, thank you very much for
taking part.

ALL may seem quiet; however, dung beetles are quietly providing
their often overlooked service.
As dung is produced yearround, several dung beetle species
are specifically winter-active. If
you break open dung with small
holes in, you’ll be rewarded with
finding the Aphodius species living
within. You may also see the aptly
named Minotaur Beetle (Typhaeus
typhoeus) or its vertical burrows dug
into the ground beneath dung.
Within the 60 or so British
species
(generally
measuring
between 3-7mm), the adults feed
on dung liquid and the larvae on
the fibrous part. As well as breaking
down dung, their activity enhances
soil fertility and structure, while they
themselves are important prey for

other species. They also help reduce
gastrointestinal parasites in livestock,
by often carrying around hitch-hiking
mites that consume worm eggs, and
by dehydrating dung, which reduces
its suitability to incubate worm eggs.
Unfortunately, many species
are declining. To help, support
native livestock breeds (which
produce more fibrous dung), avoid
unnecessary worming of livestock
(as the treatments can prove toxic to
dung beetle larvae) and leave some
dung in ‘poo-picked’ paddocks.
l More information is available
on the Dung Beetle UK Mapping
Project (DUMP) website www.
dungbeetlemap.wordpress.com

Planning Excellence
THE National Park Authority’s
Planning Department had not one, but
two projects shortlisted for the Royal
Town Planning Institute’s Yorkshire
Awards for Planning Excellence
2018. The Helmsley Local Plan and
the Yorkshire Cycling Hub at Great
Fryupdale both beat stiff competition
from large-scale urban projects to
become two of the 12 finalists. While
neither of the case studies scooped a
top prize, these projects demonstrate
the positive contribution that local
planning and high quality buildings
can have on communities and the
environment of the National Park.
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