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SLOWING THE FLOW
CONSIDERING that the
rainfall statistics suggest
this winter was the wettest
since records began, the
North York Moors didn’t
fare too badly.

We have had our fair share of
floods over the years though, so work
is taking place across the National
Park to try and store more water in the
landscape and slow its passage
downstream.
One of the main projects is ‘Slowing
the Flow’, a partnership initiative that
aims to reduce the frequency of future
floods in Pickering, by holding back
some 120,000 cubic metres of flood
water in Newtondale at times of peak
flow. The Environment Agency began
work earlier this year on building a
bund (an embankment of clay designed
to capture water behind it during
heavy rainfall) at Newbridge near
Pickering. This will complement a raft
of land management work carried out
by the National Park Authority,
Forestry Commission and others.

Work to date
For the last three years, the National
Park Authority has been planting trees
and damming watercourses and
moorland gullies on its own land at
Levisham Estate. It is hoped this work
will slow water down before it gets into
Pickering Beck. To date, the National
Park Authority has:
• Planted 8,500 trees – a mix of oak
and other native broadleaved trees –
thanks to funding from the Forestry
Commission. Nearly half of these have
been planted by National Park
volunteers. Trees can help play a huge
part in absorbing surface water run-off
and reducing peak flow flooding.
• Installed 18 timber dams across
watercourses. This work was carried
out by our apprentices and, after
recent heavy rainfall, seemed to be
working well.
• Blocked numerous naturally
occurring moorland gullies across the
Estate with heather bales, and spread
heather brash in the Hole of Horcum

PARISH FORUM
DATES
JOINT PARISH FORUM –
Wednesday, 7 May at Dalby
Forest Visitor Centre
SOUTHERN – Wednesday,
9 July at Lockton Village Hall
NORTHERN – Thursday,
10 July at The Moors National
Park Centre, Danby
WESTERN – Wednesday,
16 July at Osmotherley Village Hall
COASTAL – Wednesday,
23 July at St Hilda’s Church Hall,
Ravenscar
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Moorland gully blocking and, below, apprentices construct a timber dam at the Levisham Estate
to aid re-vegetation after bracken
control had left some bare ground. A
badly eroded footpath into the Hole
of Horcum has also been repaired
including drainage improvements that
will slow down run-off.
Rachel Pickering, the National
Park Authority’s Conservation Officer,
said: “Being part of the Slowing the
Flow project has changed how we
manage Levisham Estate. Measures
to hold back water are now integrated
into everything we do. For example, a
new Environmental Stewardship
Scheme for Levisham Moor provides
for ten metre no-burn buffers
alongside watercourses leaving the
edges permanently vegetated.”
Similar work, including creating
woody debris dams and willow
planting, has taken place on land
surrounding Great Ayton to reduce
the flow of water in the river Leven
during heavy rain. This was carried
out by a team of apprentices funded
by the National Park Authority, the
Environment Agency and Redcar and
Cleveland Borough Council.

The National Park Authority is also
involved in the Yorkshire Peat
Partnership, an umbrella organisation
that aims to restore and conserve
upland peat resources. In the North
York Moors, much of the work has
concentrated on blocking grips or
drains that had in the past been dug to
try and improve the land for
agriculture. In practice many did more
harm than good, as these drains
eroded into deep channels. Blocking
the drains allows more water to be
held on the moorland for longer,
rewetting the peat and helping
vegetation to grow on bare areas.

Impressive
The National Park Authority’s
Senior Ecology Officer, Rona Charles,
said: “As with any ecological project
there is still work to do but many of
the dams have already trapped
impressive quantities of peat. Cotton
grass and bog plants like sphagnum
are growing well and – perhaps it’s
wishful thinking on my part – but it

does feel a bit wetter up here than it
was before.”
It is important to note that these
measures will not prevent all floods,
but by holding some water back and
slowing its progress into our rivers
they should play a part in reducing the
frequency and severity of flooding.
These changes to upstream land
management also have benefits for
wildlife which is always to be welcomed
and further opportunities to take this
work forward across the National
Park will be explored. Landowner
support and involvement is crucial
and the work is always carefully
planned to avoid harm to properties
or buildings in the area.

National Park squeezed again
LATE LAST year, the National Park Authority
was told that its grant from Defra for 2014/15
would be cut by a further 2.2%.
This is on top of a 6.4% cut that has already been
planned for. In addition, our settlement for 2015/16
will see a reduction of 1.7% with a caveat that this
may be cut further.
In essence, this means that the core funding
given to the North York Moors National Park will
have been cut by over 40% in real terms in just five
years. Our grant from Defra accounts for around
80% of our income and consequently we have had to
make a number of difficult decisions around staffing
levels and the services we provide and, in light of
these new cuts, will need to look again at where
further savings can be made.
We have outlined some areas – including

Follow us: @northyorkmoors

unfortunately our own grants which we have largely
protected up until now – but need to have detailed
discussions with staff, members and partners before
making any firm decisions.
Jim Bailey, Chair of the North York Moors
National Park Authority, said:
“The National Park cannot run on enthusiasm
alone. These further cuts will inevitably have a real
impact on the North York Moors, its residents and
visitors.
“The North York Moors and the wider National
Park family provide extremely good value for money
– vast networks of tracks and trails, education,
visitor facilities and information, support for
businesses and a huge amount of work and advice
on safeguarding our natural and built heritage. All
this and more for less than £1 per person (in
England) from the public purse.”

Like us: /northyorkmoorsnationalpark

WE RECEIVED some welcome
news in March when the
government announced that
National Parks would be exempt
from changes to permitted
development rights. This was
something that we and a range of
other organisations had expressed
concerns about because of the
potential harm it could bring.
The changes, brought in
elsewhere in England, allow barns
and agricultural buildings to be turned
into up to three new dwellings without
the need for planning permission.
Our existing policies already
support the conversion of some rural
buildings to residential use and we
were concerned that the proposed
changes would be more likely to fuel
external demand for second homes
than meet a need for affordable
housing for local people. That
ministers not only listened but acted
on our concerns is heartening.
In the last five years 166 dwellings
have been completed in the National
Park, from this 84 (51%) were
affordable delivered through our
exception site policy, 42 were local
occupancy (25%) and 40 were open
market (24%).
Meanwhile, my focus for the
coming months is to consider how
best we can shrink further in the
light of additional cuts to our core
grant and to investigate extra ways in
which we can raise income.

Andy Wilson

Chief Executive
(National Park Officer)
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Spotlight

on

Volunteers

INVOLVED

VOLUNTEERS have been supporting the work of
the National Park Authority for over 40 years.
Their efforts in improving and
maintaining rights of way, carrying
out surveys, providing information
and helping with other tasks enhance
public enjoyment and considerably
extend the ability of the Authority
to look after and promote the North
York Moors. We have recently created
some new volunteering opportunities
to enable even more of you to get
involved.
Traditionally, volunteering with the
National Park has involved getting
out in the elements to patrol as a
voluntary ranger or getting stuck in
with a range of different habitat and
access improvement projects as a
conservation volunteer. However we
realise that this might not be everyone’s
cup of tea and that people have talents
that could contribute in other ways to
the work of the Authority.
Graham
Stubbs,
Head
of
Volunteering at the National Park
Authority, said: “Eventually we would
like to be able to offer volunteer
opportunities in every area of our
work. Volunteers complement the
work of our own staff and bring
an enormous range of skills and

experience. Given our increasingly
limited resources, we will be asking
people who live in the North York
Moors area to take a bigger role in
helping us to deliver our services as
we cope with cuts to our funding and
a need to raise income.”
As you will see from the volunteers
profiled here, people give their time
for all sorts of reasons be it a sense of
pride in giving something back to an
area they love, meeting new people
or gaining skills and confidence to
help find a new job or career.
The National Park Authority is
currently looking for people to
volunteer at its visitor centres and also
to help out with its lively events
programme but is also open to ideas
as Graham explains: “Perhaps you
worked in planning or conservation
during your career and want to carry
on using your skills in some way in
retirement? Or maybe you’re between
jobs but want to continue to develop
your skills and experience? Whatever
your situation, if you have an idea on
how you could further the work of the
National Park through volunteering,
we’d love to hear from you.”

The Rouse Family
Chris Rouse and her three grandchildren Kieran
(11), Amy (9) and Lottie (5) volunteer as part
of the National Park’s Explorer Club which
meets one Sunday a month and is aimed at
children aged 5-14. The days combine practical
conservation projects with a closer look at
the North York Moors’ wildlife and habitats.
Wildlife cameras, digital microscopes and other
kit are on offer to those attending to enhance
the experience and families are also given
suggestions of activities to do at home.
“We’ve cut hedges, cleared footpaths,
planted trees and taken part in beach cleans,”
explains Chris. “There are child-sized tools and
the kids love getting stuck in – the muddier
the better! It’s really good to spend some time
together, to get the children out of the house
and we are all so much more observant about
what’s on our doorstep. I wouldn’t hesitate to
recommend it to anyone.”

EVENTS volunteers
The National Park runs an extensive
year-round events programme that
includes workshops, guided walks,
children’s activities and one-day
festivals. We’re looking for some
hands-on people to help with the
preparation that goes into making
our events such a success, and also
to assist staff on the day to ensure
everything goes smoothly and that
participants enjoy their time with us.

Chris J Parker

NEW WAYS TO GET

VISITOR CENTRE
volunteers
We’re looking for outgoing and
reliable people to support the staff
that work at our National Park
Centres at Danby and Sutton Bank
and help ensure our visitors make
the most of their time in the North
York Moors. A good knowledge of
the National Park would be helpful
but isn’t essential.
Having volunteers at our centres
will help us to continue and
potentially expand what we can
offer such as extending opening
hours.
Volunteers will get involved with
meeting and greeting visitors and
helping with enquiries, assisting
in the shop and helping with
special events and children’s dropin activities. Ideally we would like
people to commit to two days a
month and be up for volunteering
at weekends and during the school
holidays when required.
We’re also looking for volunteers
to help keep on top of the
maintenance and upkeep of the
grounds at The Moors National
Park Centre in Danby.

Marshall Best

Sam Newton

Marshall lives in Loftus and
retired last year after 21 years
as managing director of a
chemical company. In addition
to being a voluntary ranger,
he also volunteers at the
Inspired by… gallery at The
Moors National Park Centre in
Danby helping with the set-up
and running of the 15 or so
exhibitions held each year.
The Inspired by… gallery
team is involved in all elements
of presenting exhibitions
including preparation of the
walls, greeting and helping
artists transfer their work
into the gallery, unpacking
and positioning the exhibits.
Various workshops and lectures
are arranged throughout the
year from artists and other
gallery experts to help the
volunteers hone their skills.
“Volunteering with the
National
Park
provides
a great opportunity to
contribute to the collective
effort of those engaged in
conserving and enhancing
all that which is cherished
by the residents, supporting
organisations and the large
number of visitors arriving
each year,” says Marshall.
“It also provides enjoyment
through establishing new
friendships serving a common
purpose.”

Sam is 18 and is studying
for his A levels at Malton
School. He hopes to study
biology at university, possibly
specialising in ecology. Sam is
involved in various volunteer
groups with the North York
Moors including the Make a
Difference volunteers who
come out one Sunday a month
and a special group looking
to improve conditions for the
freshwater pearl mussel on the
river Esk.
Passionate
about
the
natural world and agriculture,
Sam enjoys the practical side
of the tasks he gets involved in
and takes pride in helping to
conserve his local landscape.
He says:
“Personally volunteering
has taught me new skills at
the same time as enabling me
to use those I already have
to do my part for the flora,
fauna and land around us.
The experience will help me
in the future and I think all
younger people would benefit
in giving something back to
the wonderful place we live.
“I have also had the privilege
to meet some inspiring and
interesting people who are
passionate about what they
are doing – both in the leaders
on the volunteer tasks and the
other volunteers.”

To find out more about volunteering for the North York Moors, go to www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/caring/volunteers,
email volunteers@northyorkmoors.org.uk or call 01439 772700.
Please note we have no vacancies at the moment in our conservation volunteer teams but we do arrange extra conservation tasks from time to time in which we need more hands on deck. To register your interest in taking part please get in touch.

Funding for
fresh ideas

LAST YEAR we introduced
a number of new grants
that proved very successful
with plenty of imaginative
and good quality ideas being
put forward. We were very
impressed with what people
achieved with a relatively
small amount of money and
as a result, the National Park
Authority will be running
these grant schemes again.
The Local Distinctiveness/Tourism
Fund provides grants of up to £5,000
(potentially higher for exceptional
projects) for businesses and groups
within the wider North York Moors
area and is looking for ideas that
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IN NOVEMBER’S Moors Messenger
we reported that, at the request of
York Potash Ltd, the company’s
planning application for a proposed
potash mine at Dove’s Nest Farm/
Haxby Plantation near Whitby had
been deferred.
York Potash has now withdrawn
this application and the National Park
Authority is working with the company
under a new Planning Performance
Agreement (PPA) towards the submission
of a new application.
The PPA covers the cost to the
Authority of providing advice to York
Potash in the run up to the submission
of a new planning application. The
PPA funding covers a large part of
the Authority’s costs including funding
a part-time dedicated planning officer
and covering the cost of pre-application
meetings and document review.
The funding will stop as soon as the
application is submitted and the planning
application fee is paid. This fee is set at
a national level and will cover some of
the costs associated with processing and
determining the application.
At the end of February, York Potash
announced changes to the proposed
method of transporting the mined
polyhalite. In the first application, the
company had proposed a pipeline that
would have carried the mineral to Teesside
in a suspension of brine. York Potash’s

Proposed
potash
mine:
UPDATE
new proposal is to carry the dry excavated
mineral on an underground conveyer belt
system contained within a 6 metre diameter
tunnel between 120 – 360 metres below
the National Park. The tunnel would be
around 37.5 kilometres long and would
emerge at Wilton on Teesside with three
9 metre� wide intermediate access shafts
between Wilton and the mine head site at
Dove’s Nest Farm.
Chris France, the National Park
Authority’s Director of Planning, said:
“The exact details and impact of this
proposal are still to be discussed. York
Potash has suggested that the visual and
landscape impacts will be reduced at the
mine head site which is to be welcomed,
however the changes will have different
environmental impacts – for example
the construction works, surface buildings,

People in the Park

and the disposal of the excavated spoil at
the access shafts - which will need to be
considered.”
York Potash is intending to submit
two new planning applications in 2014.
The first, in July 2014 would be to the
National Park Authority for the extraction
of polyhalite beneath the National Park
and the development of the mine head
infrastructure at Dove’s Nest Farm.
The second application for the
proposed tunnel and mineral transport
system together with the materials
handling and storage facility at Wilton
would be submitted in November 2014.
The latter would be submitted as a
‘straddling’ application to the National
Park Authority and Redcar and Cleveland
Borough Council with the same
application documents being assessed by
both authorities.
The National Park Authority
approaches the new proposals with an
open mind and the proposed development
will be determined in the context of its
local plan policies and government policy
set out in the National Planning Policy
Framework. The Authority is considering
the implications of the new proposals,
in particular the issues raised by the
proposed York Potash timescales.
l The information above was correct at
the time Moors Messenger went to press.
To keep up-to-date with developments
concerning the application, go to
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/potash

jan king

Very grateful
Alice Adams from ANNWYN
Botanicals said: “We are so grateful
for the grant aid received from the
North York Moors National Park.
Without it, ANNWYN would still
be little more than an enthusiastic
hobby, instead we are well on the
way to launching a full botanical
skincare range, with interest already
from London stores seeking to sell a
little bit of the North York Moors to
their city customers.”
The Community Grant provides
funding of up to £3,500 for smallscale projects in the North York
Moors that bring environmental
benefits, contribute to the cultural
heritage of a community or improve
a local facility.
A project to plant native trees
at Hutton Park near Guisborough
received funding last year. Many
of the large old parkland trees had
been lost over the years and the
Community Grant kick-started a tree
planting programme to preserve the
area’s historic character and increase
its biodiversity. Applications for this
fund need to be submitted by 30
June 2014.
We will also be running the
Traditional Boundary Scheme again
in 2014/15 providing assistance
towards rebuilding dry stone walls
and planting or restoring hedges.
l For more information on these
and other grants provided by the
National Park call 01439 772700
or go to www.northyorkmoors.org.
uk/grants

A landscape for all

THE NATIONAL Park Authority strives to make not only its services but also the
North York Moors itself as accessible as possible.
It is helped greatly in this work by
the advice and experiences of the
people who comprise the North
York Moors Disability Advisory
Group. Jan King from Castleton has
chaired this group since its inception
ten years ago.
The group, which meets four
times a year, brings together people
with a range of disabilities from
mobility issues to visual and hearing
impairments and mental health
problems.
Replacing stiles with gates and
introducing boardwalks and other
easy to use surfaces on some of the
rights of way in the North York
Moors has opened up more of the

National Park to people with
disabilities but often, as Jan explains,
it’s much smaller changes that can
make a big difference.
“We’ve instigated a lot of changes
at the visitor centres – many of the
benches now have arms for example
to help a disabled or elderly person
get up more easily. You’ll notice that
some of the picnic tables have space
for a wheelchair or have an extension
at one end to allow for a mobility
scooter.”
Jan believes the group has a good
relationship with the National Park
and that the Authority is committed
to making the North York Moors
accessible for everyone, but she

would like to see the group involved
in projects more often at an earlier
stage to ensure that accessibility
issues are dealt with even better.
She says the group is also realistic:
“We don’t want to see the North
York Moors covered in tarmac. What
we’re aiming to achieve is to give
people enough information to allow
them to make their own decisions
about what they can manage. For
some that will be heading out into
the open countryside, but for others
it might just be about finding a nice
picnic spot and enjoying the view.
It’s about providing some access to
the North York Moors no matter
what a person’s level of ability.”

NEWS
IN BRIEF

Lottery funding

Peter Mawson
from Farndale
kindly turned
one of his
whitefaced
woodland
sheep pink to
promote the
campaign.

Wool ewe believe it?

SHEEP IN pink jumpers will be popping up all over the North York Moors, Howardian Hills and North
Yorkshire Coast this summer as part of a campaign to attract more visitors to the area.
The lost sheep, dressed in pink to
reflect the National Park’s heather
moorland, will be on show from
20 June to 20 September 2014.
People will be asked to spot at
least three sheep and report their
sightings at www.northyorkmoors.
org.uk/pinksheep to be entered into
a prize draw.

Raising the profile
Ideas for sheep are coming in
thick and fast from tiny creations
in icing to a sheep carved from
wood and a primary school ‘hiding’
several sheep around their village
to form a trail. ‘Lost Sheep in
Pink Jerseys’ is being run by the
North York Moors Tourism Network

(www.northyorkmoorstourism.com)
which supports tourism and related
businesses and now numbers more
than 400 people.
The network is free to join and
offers resources via its website
and workshop programme to help
businesses attract people to the
area, enhance their visit and entice
them to return. It covers the North
York Moors and surrounding area
including market towns such as
Pickering, Helmsley, Guisborough
and Whitby.
Establishing the network is part
of a more proactive stance by the
National Park Authority to raise the
profile of the wider North York
Moors area and strengthen its brand
and appeal. Getting businesses and
people connected to the area to use

the North York Moors and its special
qualities in their own marketing
would seem to be achieving this
goal: “There is still much to be done
but we are certainly seeing more
mentions of the North York Moors
as a place to visit in the national and
travel media,” said Catriona McLees,
Head of Promotion and Tourism at
the Authority.
Tourism is worth over half a billion
pounds to the local area and in 2012
6.7 million people visited the North
York Moors. These latest figures
indicate that visitor numbers are still
falling, but the rate of decline has
tailed off and it is hoped that the
glorious summer weather experienced
in 2013, coupled with the work being
done to boost the profile of the North
York Moors, will see an upward trend.

Interestingly, although visitor numbers
are down, visitor spend at the two
National Park Centres is up.
“We have spent some time in
recent years improving the retail
offer at our Visitor Centres and also
increasing the quality and quantity of
locally produced art available to buy
at the Inspired by… gallery,” adds
Catriona. “It would seem that this is
now starting to pay off.”

Taking part
If you are interested in taking
part in the pink sheep campaign or
know of a business or organisation
who could display a pink sheep, you
have until 20 May to sign up. Go to
www.northyorkmoorstourism.com

l ‘Lost Sheep in Pink Jerseys’ is being sponsored by Bils & Rye, Dalby Forest Lodges, Robin Hood Caravan Park, Rosella Cottage, Runswick Bay
Caravan & Camping Park, Stylish Stays Luxury Holidays, Trailways and YHA.

NEW BUS SERVICES
HULL-BASED EYMS will be running
a bus service from Hull and Beverley
up to the North York Moors. The
Moors Explorer service will run
every Sunday and Bank Holiday
from 25 May until 28 September
and will stop at various points
between Hull and Danby. There
will also be connections to and
from Helmsley using the 128 bus.
Further information can be found at
www.eyms.co.uk or by ringing
BusLine on 01482 59 29 29.
Also new for 2014 is the Esk
Valley Hopper operated by Coastal
and Country Coaches. From Whitby,
the service stops at the villages of
the Esk Valley and The Moors
National Park Centre and runs from
Good Friday to the last Sunday in
October. Call 01947 602922 or go
to www.coastalandcountry.co.uk

What

to

Spot

YELLOW RATTLE
Flowering from May to September, this cheery
annual can be found in grassland areas across
the southern edge of the North York Moors and
gets its name from the rattle its little seed pods
make when shaken or brushed against.
Yellow Rattle is hemi-parasitic (it gets part of
its nutrients from photosynthesis and part from
attaching to the roots of nearby grasses) and
is also known as ‘poverty’ by farmers as it can
reduce hay yields by up to 50%. In meadows
managed for wild flowers, however, it is a great
plant to introduce as it suppresses the grasses
leaving gaps for the less competitive species to
germinate and thrive.
Maintaining, improving and connecting the
areas of quality (species rich) grassland in the
North York Moors is a big priority in the National
Park Management Plan, with a commitment to
increase the area of species rich grassland by
150 hectares by 2017.

THE Heritage Lottery Fund has
awarded a £3m grant to a project
seeking to protect and raise awareness
of the pioneering ironstone and railway
heritage of Grosmont and Rosedale
which is being eroded by time. ‘This
Exploited Land’ will also encourage
rare wildlife, wild daffodils, ancient
woodlands and the special species of
the river Esk.

Your FREE guide
OUT
AND
ABOUT in the
North
York
Moors, the free
guide to the
National Park,
is now available
from National
Park and Visitor
Centres or can
be downloaded
from www.northyorkmoors.org.uk.
It includes a month-by-month events
calendar of children’s activities, guided
walks and exhibitions at the Inspired
by… gallery, features on the area’s
wildlife and heritage plus details of all
the attractions and sights of the North
York Moors.

Annual report
THE National Park Authority’s annual
report for the year 2013/14 is available
to view under the Authority section at
www.northyorkmoors.org.uk. It contains key achievements for the year plus
information on expenditure and performance indicators. If you would like a
paper copy, please call 01439 772700.

Open Farm Sunday
FOWL Green Farm in Commondale
and Stonebeck Gate Farm in Lealholm
are both taking part in this year’s Open
Farm Sunday, an annual celebration
of British farming and food that takes
place on Sunday 8 June. National Park
staff and volunteers will be leading
guided walks from Stonebeck Gate
Farm and providing information on
the work we do with farmers to look
after the North York Moors. For more
information see www.farmsunday.org

Affordable housing
WORK has started on eight affordable
houses at Runswick Bay which are due
to be completed autumn 2014. The
National Park Authority has recently
approved an application for five
affordable dwellings within a new
development in Helmsley and ten
affordable houses at Eskdaleside
Sleights.

Caring for the moors
THE
North
Yorkshire
Moors
Association is an independent charity
whose aim is to protect and enhance
the characteristic beauty of the North
York Moors for present and future
generations. It campaigns, runs an
events programme and issues a
quarterly magazine.
For more information on its
work and how you can join go to
www.north-yorkshire-moors.org.uk

The text of this newsletter is also available in large print. Tel: 01439 772700

